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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
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(16™ October to 15" November)

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur born in Rajouri (Kashmir). (16-10-1670)
The Sikhs defeated Ahmed Shah Durrani at Amritsar. (17-10-1762)
All Parties joined procession at Chandigarh for the return of
Chandigarh to Punjab. (17-10-1969)
The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee decided to take
over the keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar Sahib from Sardar

Sunder Singh Ramgarhia. (19-10-1921)
Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia passed away. (20-10-1783)
Chief Khalsa Diwan formed a religious committee to finalise Sikh

Reht Maryada. (20-10-1910)

Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh, a member of the Caretaker Jatha of
Akal Takht Sahib called Sarbat Khalsa for the formation of the

S.G.P.C. (20-10-1920)
Poet/Historian Bhai Santokh Singh died. (21-10-1844)
Sarbat Khalsa gathering at Akal Takht Sahib passed a Gurmata

to punish Akil Das (Harbhagat Niranjania). (22-10-1761)

Anand Marriage Act (Act No. VII of 11.1909) became law.
(22-10-1909)
Giani Kartar Singh resigned from the Punjab Cabinet to contest
S.G.P.C. election. He formed Sadh Sangat Board. The main leaders
were Giani Kartar Singh, Gopal Singh Khalsa, Gen. Mohan Singh,
Amar Singh Dosanjh, Basant Singh Moga etc. (24-10-1959)
Raja Salahi Chand of Basali died. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib
visited Basali to join his last prayer. (25-10-1702)
Martyrdom day of Bhai Dhanna Singh, a Babar Akali revolutionary,
in an encounter with the Police. (25-10-1923)
Sri Guru Gobind Singh left Paonta Sahib for Anandpur Sahib.
(27-10-1688)
Jathedar Darshan Singh Pheruman died after a hunger strike
lasting seventy eight days. (27-10-1969)
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Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib left for Anandpur Sahib after
spending a night at Kapal Mochan. (28-10-1688)
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib left Talwandi Sabo for Nanded.
(30-10-1706)
Chief Khalsa Diwan formed. Bhai Arjan Singh Bagrian elected
its first President. (30-10-1902)
Bhai Beant Singh and Bhai Satwant Singh killed Indira Gandhi,
the Prime Minister of India, to avenge attack on Sri Darbar Sahib

Amritsar and Akal Takht Sahib. (31-10-1984)
Punjabi Suba came into existence. (1-11-1966)
Birthday of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (2-11-1780)
Maharaja Kharak Singh died of slow poisioning by Dogras.
(4-11-1840)
Maharaja Naunihal Singh murdered by Dogras. (5-11-1840)
British Government seized the keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar
Sahib. (7-11-1921)

R.E. Egeraton, the Governor of Punjab wrote to Viceroy Lord
Rippon advising him not to grant the contol of shrines to a body
that is free from Governmental control. (8-11-1881)
Sardar Parkash Singh Badal released the Manifesto of Shiromani
Akali Dal. It demanded near autonomy for Punjab (Defence,
Foreign Affairs, Currency and Tele-communication with Centre

and the rest with Punjab). (9-11-1989)
Weekly Punjabi News Paper "Gurmukhi Akhbar" launched by
Prof. Gurmukh Singh. (10-11-1880)

Bhim Sen Sachar the Chief Minister of Punjab apologized for

Police entry into Sri Darbar Sahib complex on july 4, 1955.
(10-11-1955)

Martyrdom of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, Bhai Mati Das,

Bhai Sati Das, Bhai Dyal Das. (11-11-1675)
Martyrdom of Baba Deep Singh and thousands of Sikhs at
Anmritsar. (11-11-1757)

Cremation of body of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib by Bhai Lakhi
Shah (Wanzara) at his residence now Gurdwara Ragab Ganj sahib
at Village Rasaina, New Delhi. (12-11-1675) u
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In continuation with the last edition:

TWO SIKH RELIGIOUS ORDERS: SEWA

PANTH AND NIRMAL PANTH
-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi’

We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
'History of the Sikh Gurus'by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).

Sardar Dhyan Singh of Shahbad willed his estate to Sant Karm Singh Nirmala
(Chote). Sardar Ganda Singh of Bhangi Misil offered thirteen villages to Sant Jai
Singh Nirmala who instead of keeping it for himself passed it on to Udasi Dera of
Santokh Das. Similarly Sardar Sadda Singh of Bahirwala gave a patta of seven
villages to Sant Bhagat Singh Nirmala in the year A.D. 1766. The offer was declined
by the Sant but the Patta is still available at Bunga of Mana Singh Wala, Amritsar.
Sardar Jai Singh's daughter-in-law donated two villages in favour of the Nirmala
Dera at Kankhal.

In the year 1796, Maharaja Ranjit Singh offered a written sanad to Sant
Nihal Singh Nirmala. The Sant passed on the property to Udasi Akhara of Santokh
Das.

In the years when there was comparative peace in the Punjab after the failure
of Ahmed Shah Abdali in his invasion. Nirmalas stepped up their activities of
proselytization. It was during this period that they started visiting different places at
the time of the Hindu festivals to conduct their missionary work. This thing as well
as the exclusive patronage of the Sikh chiefs to the Nirmalas caused a lot of heart-
burning among the Hindu sects of Sannyasis and Vairagis who had always thought
that the gifts would be given only to them by the cheifs.

The heart-burning led, not unoften, to serious quarrels. At the Kumbh Mela
of 1807 at Haridwar there was a polemical discussion between the Nirmalas on one
side and the Sannyasis and Bairagis on the other. The Nirmalas made such a great
philosophical impact on the people by showing the distinction between Guru Nanak
Sahib's spirit-temporal philosophy and other schools of socio-religious philosophy
that both Sannyasis and Vairagis accepted that a Nirmala whatever be his caste or
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creed, could enter any Hindu Temple in India.

In the year 1819 at the Kumbha Mela at Kurukshetra the Vairagis physically
led an attack on Nirmala gatherings and cup up Guru Granth Sahib with the sword.

This event caused a lot of stir among the Sikhs. The Udasis and Nirmalas
put up arequest to the various Sikh cheifs for help. Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala,
Sardar Karam Singh Nirmala of Shahbad with Nanu Singh of Shahbad, Sardar Rai
Singh of Buria, Sardar Dasaundha Singh of Sadhora, Sardar Baghel Singh of Malaud,
Raja Jogh Singh of Kalsia, Sardar Rup Singh of Rupar and many other Sardars
with their forces marched to Haridwar with the Maharaja of Patiala at head'. The
Sannyasis were easily put to fight. The Vairagis were also taught a lesson, their
camp near Dahsha Prajapati's temples, was ransacked and their monastries were
razed to the ground. The Sannyasis were forced to abandon the malpractice of raising
a rupee per person whose head was to be shaven there.

After this happening, the Nirmalas began to attend all the four Kumbha
Melas at Haridwar, Nasik, Ujjain and Traveni. Most of the Gurdwaras at such places
owed their existence to them. The 'Gurdwara Pakki Sangat of Traveni' built to
perpetuate the memory of Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib is with the Nirmalas even today.

It was through the sustained and consistent efforts of Nirmalas that many
persons of the province of Sind (Now in Pakistan) came into the Sikh fold. In the
recent past Sant Attar Singh did commendable work of proselytisation in Malwa.
At present, Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, the most respected Sikh of the present
times is doing invaluable work to rejuvenate the Sikh masses.

Nirmalas have done commendable work in the field of comparative study of
classical philosophy and have written books of great value in this connection in
Sanskrit, Brija, Hindi, Punjabi both in Gurmukhi script and Devnagri script. Sant
Nikka Singh transalted Yoga Vasishtha into Braj and wrote it in Punjabi script. Sant
Nihal singh Nirmala wrote a Sanskrit commentary on the 'Japu' of Guru Granth
Sahib. Tara Singh Narotam also produced a few good books such as Gurdwara
Darshan etc. The Urdu Language was also enriched by them, as they produced a lot
of literature in it for their missionary work.

In 1861 they set up their central organisation to co-ordinate their activities.

It was in this year that yellow flag of Guru Gobind Singh with 'Khanda'
super-imposed was flown on the building known as 'Dharma Dvaja' where the
meeting was held to establish the aforesaid organisation.

The Nirmalas are the Khalsa, having full faith in Guru Granth Sahib, Khande-
ki-Pahul, five 'Kakars'i.e. to say sword, unshorn hair, a pair of shorts (Kachehra),
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wooden comb, iron bracelet. The names of all Nirmalas end with 'Singh'. They do
not follow udasis who keep knotted hair (Jatas) and whose names end with 'Das'’

Though they adopt outer symbols, yet they are clear that these without inner
purity and discipline have got no meaning. These days, their headquarter is at
Kankhal.

Referrence:

1. Refer to the Research paper 'Nirmal Panth' by Kanwar Mrigindra Singh. Published in Punjab
History Conference proceedings, March 9-10, 1969.

Conti....

The devotees are requested to bring the 'PAVAN
BIRS' of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for
SANSKAR) to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan,
Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near Gurdwara
Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed, Sri
Amvritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib.
This has been decided to facilitate the 'SANGAT' for
the Holy Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Newly published) are

available at the same venue.
-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar Sahib.
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