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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

20 August

27 August

28 August

1 Sept.

2 Sept.

6 Sept.

10 Sept.
13 Sept.

(16™ August to 15™ September)

Sant Harchand Singh Longowal shot dead in Sherpur Village,
(Sangrur) (20-8-1985)
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee launched a morcha to
liberating Gurdwara Sahib at Daska, Distt. Sialkot. (27-8-1931)
General House of Shiromani Akali Dal passed a Resolution of self-
Declaration. That is also called 'Anandpur Sahib Resolution'.
(28-8-1973)
(a) Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee sent a first special
Jatha of 25 members to start Akhand Path Sahib at Gurdwara Gangsar
Jaito. (1-9-1923)
(b) Bhai Bachitar Singh defeated a drunk elephant and Bhai Udhai
SinghChopped off the head of hill chief Kesri Chand in the battle of
Lohgarh. (1-9-1700)
After "Operation Blue Star" in 1984 the World Sikh Convention held
in Amritsar on the call of five Singh Sahibans (head priests). President
of India Giani Zail Singh and Central Minister Butta Singh declared
"Tankhayia' (A way of punishing guilty Sikh). (2-9-1984)
(a) One of the founder members of Singh Sabha Movement and great
Sikh Scholar Giani Ditt Singh passed away. He had written more than

two dozen books. (6-9-1901)
(b) Gurdwara Teja Kallan, Distt. Gurdaspur brought under the control
of Panth. (6-9-1922)

Famous Sikh historian Sardar Karam Singh passed away. (10-9-1930)
(a) Punjab Government had withdrawn its order of declaring Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and Shiromani Akali Dal as
unlawfull bodies. (13-9-1926)
(b) Master Tara Singh led the first Shaheedi Jatha of Akali in the morhca
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14 Sept.

15 Sept.

of Daska. (13-9-1931)
(a) Nawab Zabita Khan Ruhela took Amrit and became Dharam Singh
after being impressed by the life style and bravery of warriors of Sikh
Missals. (14-9-1777)
(b) Raja Sher Singh Attari declared war against the British Rule. He
was a son of Raja Chattar Singh Attari Wala. (14-9-1847)
(a) Baba Budha ji passed away. His pyre was lit by Sri Guru Hargobind
Sahib ji at Ramdas town in district Amritsar. (15-9-1631)
(b) Maharaja Sher Singh, Kanwar Partap Singh and Raja Dhian Sinh
Dogra were killed by Ajit Singh and Lehna Singh Sandhanwalia.
(15-9-1843)
|

of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for SANSKAR) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed, Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This has
been decided to facilitate the SANGAT as New Birs of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib are available at the same venue.

The devotees are requested to bring the 'PAVAN BIRS'

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar Sahib
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In continuation with the last edition:

Janam Sakhis As a Source of History

-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi'

We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
'History of the Sikh Gurus' by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).

(1) Janam Sakhi Bhai Bala

Janam Sakhi Bhai Bala is not a biography but a hagiography. Even
hagiographies can be fruitful source of information, if they are free from distortions
and legendry accretions. But unfortunately Bhai Bala Janam Sakhi sufferes from all
the aforesaid defects and consequently it has only limited historical value. According
to W.H. McLeod "the Bala version is, however, the least trustworthy of all the
Janam Sakhi traditions. Bhai Karam Singh in his book entitled 'Kattak ke Baisakh'
totally rejects the authenticity of this Janam Sakhi as well as of its author. He tries to
prove that Bhai Bala was a fictitious person and his Janam Sakhi was bogus.

We do not subscribe to the view of Karam Singh. We hold that Bhai Bala was
a genuine person, although he was not the author. So far as the historical value of
Bala tradition is concerned, it was not altogether useless and had certainly some
value--limited historical value.

That Bhai Bala was agenuine person is evident from the following historical
facts:
(1) Mehma Parkash and Bhai Mani Singh's Janam Sakhi contain Bhai Bala's name

at many places.

(2) Bhai Bala's family still lives at Nankana Sahib.
(3) Bhai Bala's tomb exists at Khadur.
(4) Bhai Behlo's Suchak Parsang Guru ka written at the time of Adi Granth says:

"Bala discarded his body there, at the holy city of Khadur, Angad, the master
performed the rites graciously with his own hands"!

But he was not the author of the said Janam Sakhi. The story of his being its
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author gained currency because of its claim that it was dictated by Bhai Bala and
written by Paira Mokha. Bhai Bala could not be the author because had he been so,
he would not have mentioned the following disparaging stories about Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji:-

(1) In one story (Sakhi) called Sacha Sauda ki Guru Nanak is made to say:

"In Dwapar yuga, we worshiped God (Nirankar). We completed our devotion
(Bhakti) then some low craving arose in our mind (Basna ham ko bayapi thi). This
led to our birth in a low caste family of an oil-presser (Telli).

(2) In another story called Pharinde wali Sakhi, Pharinda asked Guru Nanak
Sahib:

"Have you forgotten those old days when we lived to gather in the house of
Pran Nath Teli? Both you and I were real brothers. We had a sister also."

Guru Nanak Sahib asked Pharinda what their names and place of residence
were. Pharinda replied:

"Our sister's name was Sundari. My name was Sundar. Your name was Parma.
We lived in Sujanpur city. We then worshiped God so that we might take birth in a
higher caste. You said that on account of your birth in a low caste, Brahmins and
Kshatriyas did not respect you. You sang hymns. I played upon a musical instrument.
Now you are Nanak, Sundari is Nanaki. I have regained my Rabab (musical
instrument)." (Dr. Gupt:History of the Sikh Gurus)

Many such stories can be reproduced. These stories implied that Guru Nanak
Sahib was born again and again owing to the effect of his bad deeds in his previous
lives. This is in contradiction to the Sikh ideas. The Sikhs believe that Guru Nanak
Sahib was sent by God to liberate mankind from the shackles of birth, rebirth and
sins. This being so, it is difficult to believe that Bhai Bala and Sri Guru Angad Dev
ji would have spoken of Guru Nanak Sahib in such disrespectful terms. These facts
go to prove that the Janam Sakhi Bala's author was not bala.

Similarly the existence of Paira Mokha during the time of Sri Guru Angad Dev
jiis not borne out by historical records. In Bhai Gurdas ji's elevnth Var, Paira Mokha
has not been included among the names of the Sikhs of Sri Guru Angad Dev ji. In
the same Var, however, three persons bearing the name Paira Mokha have been
mentioned while Bhai Gurdas enumerate the prominent Sikhs of Sri Guru Arjan
Dev ji. They were (1) Paira of Chandal Caste (2) Paira Kohli (3) Paira of Chhajal
sub-caste who according to Bhai Santokh Singh was sent to Sangla Dip to bring
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Pran Sangali. Bhai Mani Singh in his book "Sikhan di Bhagat Mala" says that Bhai
Paira of serial no. 2 was sent to Sangla Dip and he bought Pran Sangali. From this,

it can be surmised that Paira of serial No. 2 and Paira of serial no. 3 were the same
and Paira belonged to Kohli sub-caste. Closely connected with it is the question:
how 'Mokha' as suffix began to be used. The etymology of this can be traced to the
words which Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji spoke when Paira Mokha brought Pran Sangali
to him. Those words as recorded by Bhai Mani Singh are as under:-

et UgT! 3 vy dfen T, 38 mifds a3 yrufs Jet I

....3 ITE U™ vy Jfenr | 2

(Brother Paira! You have attained liberation. You have reaped the fruit of Bhagti.
Now you are a liberated being.") As the Guru used the word (liberated) to mark his
spiritual elevation, the people began to call him 'Mokh' and then 'Mokha'. In view of
all this, the possibility of Paira Mokha to be the writer of the above reffered Janam
Sakhi is ruled out.

But the question who was the real author of Bala Janam Sakhi still remains un-
answered. Two theories have been advanced. One is that the original Janam Sakhi
was composed by the heretical sect of Hindals during the first half of the seventeenth
century; and the other is that a Janam Sakhi of unknown but early origin was
interpolated by the Hindalis.

There can be no doubt that the Bala Janam Sakhi as it has survived in manuscript
from is a Hindali version of the life of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji. This is not evident
from the printed editions, for the publishers have purged almost all the references
which expressed or seemed to imply Hindali enmity towards Sri Guru Nanak Dev
ji but the manuscript versions have whole Sakhis and number of briefer references
which were clearly intended to exalt Baba Hindal and to deginrate Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji at the expense of Kabir. Were there derogatory references an integral part of
a Hindali Janam Sakhi deliberately composed as a contribution to the sect's campaign
against the orthodox Sikhs or should they be regarded as interpolation? Of the
alternatives the former appears to be the more likely. Our reasons are as under:-

In this Janam Sakhi, Mardana is told about Hindals, in the following meaningful
words:

"He (Handal) will be our devotee.....take birth in Jat family....will be more
spiritually advanced as compared with him (Guru Nanak), but he will not compose
hymns. He will be an entity in himself; his followers will not have faith in anyone
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except God. People will start following him and without his express willingness or
speech, his sect will flourish".

From these words it is clear that the main objectives of the composition of Bala
Janam Sakhi was to exalt the position of Handal through Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji as
also to denigrate the personality of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji.

We find affiermation of this in another fact incorporated in Bala Janam Sakhi.
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji has been presented as the servant of Raja Janak while Handal
as the son-in-law of him. According to Ratan Singh Bhangu, Handal was the devotee
of Sakhi Sarwar. Tired of hunger he came to the kitchen of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji
and was so much impressed by the Guru that he thought it advisable to dedicate his
life to the Guru's cause. The Guru was so deeply moved at the dedicated service he
put in different capacities that he appointed him as the preacher of Jandiala. With the
passage of time, Handal prompted by egocentricity began to establish his independent
gaddi or gurudom. Handal was bornin 1573 A.D. (1630 B.K.) at Jandiala in district
Anmritsar. He expired in A.D. 1648 on having spent seventy-five years in this mortal
worlds.

After his death, Bidhi Chand assumed the charge of the work of his father.
Soon he married a Muslim woman and evidently responded to the reproaches of the
Sikhs by turning apostate. Bidhi Chand was otherwise very intelligent and a great
scholar. He harnessed his intellect to induct many more facts into the already prepared
Bala Janam Sakkhi (Or Hindal Janam Sakhi) which were purposely fabricated to
tarnish the sacred image of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji to convince the people that
Hindal was superior to Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji. Hence the inference is clear that
Bala Janam Sakhi was written by Handalis with the express motive of exalting
Baba Handal possibly to strengthen their heretical sect. The Porbable date of its
composition is A.D. 1640 (1697 B.K.).?

As the motif beind the composition of Bala Janam Sakhi was sectarian and
particularised, it is clear that its historical value in respect of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's
life is not much. Its historical value suffers dimunition still more when we find this
work containing substantial number of the miracle stories, exaggerated accounts,
legendry details and distortion of facts to suit a particular purpose. It is a crude
misture of history, heaven of Hindal legends and heil of haterers of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji.

In spite of all these drawbacks, Bala Janam Sakhi will have to be consulted
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while preparing a biographical account of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji. It is the first
written available account on Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji; it furnishes information, of
course in a rough manner, regarding the places visited by Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji; it
records the reactions of the people to Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's tenets, it provides rich
material to the student of cultural history of the area and lastly it is a milestone in the
evolution of the Panjabi prose.

(2) MEHARBAN'S JANAM SAKHI

This Janam Sakhi comprises six portions. The first three are entitled Pothi Sach
Khand, Pothi Harji and Pothi Chaturbhuj respectively, while the later three bear the
titles such as Keso Rai Pothi, Abhai Pad Pothi and finally Prem Pad Pothi. 4

The script is Gurmukhi, but the langauge is basically Braj with an admixture of
words drawn from eastern and western Panjabi, Persian and Multani. Pothi Sach
Khand, the first volume of the first Janam Sakhi is directly attributed to Meharban
himself and it is only one which contains appreciable amount of biographical material.
The second and third volumes contain little other than discourse and interpretation
of scripture, and it is quite safe to presume that the same must apply to almost all that
was contained in the remaining three volumes which have never been found.

Some of the Sikh scholars are averse to assign any reliability to this Janam
Sakhi on the ground that Meharban, along with his father Prithi Mal were the authors
of the schismatic move among the Sikhs. Prithi Mal posed as the fifth Guru, but
after the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji, it became impossible for him to pose
as his rival. So he announced himself as the sixth Guru, while Meharban's son Harji
became the eighth Guru. After that their guruship faded away. In the name of Nanak
vi, vii and viii they composed hymns, plagiarizing and changing the verse of nirgun
upasana to sargun upasana in praise of Krishna and Rama. They stole so much of it
and imitated to much of the Bani of earlier Guru that Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji had to
compile a correct version.

Bhai Mani Singh tells us that Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji felt that the original Janam
Sakhi had developed many patterns and it was necessary to standardize it. Time did
not permit him to do so but he asked Bhai Gurdas ji to compose a var contradicting
the false representation of historical and mystical facts of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji.
Bhai Gurdas ji and also Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji contradicted the theory that Guru
Nanak Sahib was avtara of Janak. He refused their versions of Guru Nanak Sahib's
visit to Macca, Baghdad and Sumer.
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In view of all this, impression went round that Minas' version about the Gurus
should not be taken seriously- rather discarded summarily. Hence the value of
Meharban Janam Sakhi was not judged properly.

"An examination of it indicates that Meharban has been largely misjudged. It
is true that certain features of Janam Sakhi could give offence,’ but such features are
by no means as conspicuous as the Janam Sakhi reputation would suggest. The
tone, far from being one of denigration, is manifestly one of enthusiastic homage
and places this Janam Sakhi firmly within the same hagiographic category as the
other Janam Sakhis. This is needed what might have been anticipated. The Minas
were schismatic, not heretics, and although they certainly bore enmity towards Sri
Guru Arjan Dev ji and his successor there was no evident reason why they should
have sought to malign Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji."

All said and done, this Janam Sakhi is quite useful to a student of history on
account of the following:-

(1) In the first place Meharban offers a more satisfactory chronology and a
more likely travel itinerary and the Puratan Janam Sakhis. According to Meharban's
Pothi Sach Khand, Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji made two major journeys. During the
first Journey, he travelled eastwards as far as Jagannath Puri, southwards to
Rameswaram and Ceylon, and then back to the Panjab up the west coast, calling at
Ujjain and Bikaner on the way. The second took him northwards into the Himalayas,
westwards to Mecca and then back through Sindh. According to Dr. McLeod, "This
is much more likely than the traditinal pattern of the Puratan accounts which follows
the four cardinal points of the compass. It is not at all likely that Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji would have returned home after an eastern journey and then gone to the
south, and nor does it seem possible that he would have had sufficient time for such
extensive travels. Meharban's description of a single all-embracing visit to the holy
places of India is inherently more probable and offers a more reasonable time
schedule. Moreover, Meharban is supported by the brief outline which Bhai Gurdas
ji gives."¢

(2) Miracle strories in Meharban Janam Sakhi are less grotesque. There is no
mention of Baha-ud-din's magic-mat, no account of Mardana being turned into a
lamb, kiling and stewing his son at Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's command. It does not
mean that this Janam Sakhi is devoid of fantasy; in fact, its miracle are of a more
subdued nature.

(3) Meharban, for all his schismatic connections was a gradson of Sri Guru
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Ram Das ji and nephew of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji whose affection he had enjoyed in
his boyhood. The relationship would probably have meant access to relatively,
reliable traditinos which might have been denied to whoever gathered the Puratan
material.

All the same, the students of history will have to use his discriminating sense to
arrive at conclusion or separate history from mythology and fiction. The task is
difficult as in the words of Bhai Mani Singh, Meharban's Janam Sakhi is milk diluted
with a lot of water-and obviously it is difficult to separate milk from water.

Reference
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Roots of faith: Sikhs of Sasaram

-S.Jagmohan Singh Gill*

IN KOLKATA, we have come across a significant number of Sikhs who
originally hail from Bihar. They call themselves 'Agrahari' Sikhs. As honorary
organizer of Sikh Mission (Poorvi Bharat) under S.G.P.C. and as Pracharak, I came
closer to them a few years ago.

With the help of local Gurdwara Committee of Agrahari Sikhs, we initiated
Gurmukhi classes where Gurbani, Sikh history and Kirtan are taught regularly to
their children. We started helping students to get scholarships, available for minority
students, from the Government of West Bengal under various schemes. We are
trying to make them aware of their 'Minority Rights' as members of the Sikh
Community. Sikhs in general are facing economic, educational and spiritual crisis,
the problem is no less acute among Sikhs. I have seen in Kolkata, how they are
being pushed to the wall. Through regular interaction I came to know about their
fairly long stay in Kolkata where colonial legacy persists. They talked about their
ancestors. Most of them trace their roots to Sasaram, which is the place of their
origin. This aroused my curiosity to visit the place. My Sikh friends heard about my
desire to visit Sasaram. They arranged my accommodation at the places of their
relatives.

I was curious, and took a train to Sasaram for the first time. I reached there on
19th April, 2010, I was received by S. Rajesh Singh, S. Kirpal Singh and their
friends who waited eagerly for me. They gave me a rousing welcome and I followed
them to the residence of S. Satpal Singh. I was initially hesitant to stay at their place
and was planning to stay at the Gurdwara or a hotel. But I surrendered to their love
and affection and became their guest. Soon, I became an integral part of the Sikh
fraternity of Sasaram. My host arranged my visits and prepared schedule for two
days. They contacted different Gurdwara heads, and informed them of my wish to
visit important shrines. I got a warm welcome and even 'Siropao' of Guru Ghar. My
visit also enhanced my knowledge of Gurus visiting to this area. I got to know about
various Gur-Sikhs who came from Punjab and other areas in various times, including
their various benevolent works.

Later on I visited Sasaram few times more and even organized Gurmat camps

*Kolkata, (Email: jagmohan_s_gill@yahoo.co.in, Mob: 9831059675)
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for the children of local Sikhs. I even stayed at Gurdwara Sahibs.
THE SASARAM LANDSCAPE:

Sasaram is situated on NH-1 (UP-Bihar border) and surrounded by national
highway and has a railway station. It is located at 24.95 degree north, 84.03 degree
east. In 2001 census the population was 1,31,042. It is the headquarters of the district
Rohtas. The economy of this fertile area is mainly agro-based. This region is also
known as 'Dhaan ka Katora' (Bowl of rice grain). Besides rice polishing, thriving
rock mining and stone crushing are the main industries.

Sasaram is a historical town that is tracing its origin to the period of Emperor
Ashoka. There is Samrat Ashoka's pillar (one of the thirteen laghu shilalekh) situated
in a small cave of 'Kaimur Hills' near Chandan Shaheed. Legend has it that it was
the abode of Satyawadi Raja Harish Chandra. There is a majestic fort known as
Rohtas Fort which later served as the headquarters of Sher Shah Suri and later on
Raja Man Singh during his reign as the governor of Bihar and Bengal under the
regime of Akbar. There are several old temples and waterfalls which add beauty to
this town. Sher Shah Suri, the Pathan ruler of India, belonged to Sasaram. He was
famous for infra-structural development during his tenure (1539-1545). He was
buried at Sasaram. There is a huge mausoleum made of stone with great work of
architecture in his memory.

Sikh Perspective on Sasaram:

My interest about Sasaram is quite different and much more significant. I had
learnt about Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's visit to this place during his first Udassi when
he was going from Benaras to Gaya. Sasaram is also known as the Gateway of
Bihar while coming from north. Following in the foot prints of Sri Guru Nanak
Sahib Ji, the third Master Sri Guru Amardas Ji sent the masands (missionary) to
build permanent Sangat at different places. One named Phaagu masand was sent to
Sasaram, who, later on, during the time of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was called by
the name of 'Chacha Phaagu Mal Ji'. He was lucky to have 'darshan’ of six Gurus.
Only one great Sikh Baba Buddha Ji had the luck of having 'darshan’ of six Gurus.
He enjoyed universal respect from the local population of Sasaram.

Legend has it that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, while going to Patna from Benaras
stayed at Sasaram for 21 days. He was accompanied by mother Nanaki Ji, wife
Mata Gujari Ji, Baba Kirpal Ji (brother of Gujari ji) along with Sadh-Sangat. It is
also said that Guru Ji composed 'Baani in Raag Jaijawanti at this spot.

Raag Jaijawanti Mahalla 9
'""Raam Simar Raam Simar, Eehe Tere Karaj Hai......
One day Baba Phaagu Mal ji came to know about Guru ji's arrival. So he made
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a huge gate so that Guru Ji's entourage would not have any problem in entering the
house. Guru Ji along with his horse entered Baba Phaagu Mal's Kutiya, and called
him, "Chachaji, [ have come". Tears of love and respect started rolling down from
the old man's eyes.

Thousands of devotees came and participated in Satsang of Guru Ji. Local
zamindars donated valuables as 'daswand', as a tribute to Guru Ji and Sangat.
According to the folklore, Guru Ji got one 'Ber' from the house of an old lady, and
he sowed it in front of Chachaji's cottage. Till now, this 350 year old historical 'Beri'
exists as a huge tree. It is said that during the visit of Guru Ji to Sasaram, the number
of Sikhs were increased.

A few references to Guru ji's visit to Sasaram may be of interest:

1. In Twarikh Khalsa, (Page n0.838, Guru-9 Hissa-1) by Bhai Gyan Singh.

2. Gur Pratap Suraj Granth (Jilad Aathwi, page 345, Raas11, Adhiaya55) under
heading "Sasaram Chache Faagu De Ghar" and Raas 11 Adhiaya 56 (page351),
under heading "Sasaram Dera, Beri, Bagh Wich Niwaas". By Bhai Santokh Singh
'‘Churamani’

3. 'Mahankosh' by Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha

More about local Sikhs:

While most Sikhs are Agraharis, some like Kasera, Sonar, Kesari, Passi,
Choudhary, Teli, Kumhar, Keori, and other sections also became Sikhs, as also
Sehajdharis. Agraharis became the back bone of Sikh culture and took Sikhism
wherever they went along with them in the Eastern parts of India like, Gaya,
Hunterganj, (Kedli Chatti and Dumri villages), Patna, Dacca, Kolkata etc. for business
and trade by making Gurdwaras, Sangats, and other Sikh institutions.

Some notes on Agrahari have been given by some Sikh and other historians of
the early period. Among them is Giani Gian Singh of Twarikh Guru Khalsa (Puratan
Granth) volume-I written around the middle of the nineteenth century. He writes in
the foot note of the chapter on Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur, (9. Prag, Kashi, Sasrao pg-
522) he observes, "The descendents of these Sikhs stay in Calcutta, now very rich
merchants. They have constructed Chotti, Badi Sangat for comfort of wandering
Sikh Sadhs or Sadh Sangat and provide langar to them, on the day of the full moon
(Puranmaasi) the Sangat congregates for offering prayer as special occasion".
L.S.S.O'Malley has given very informative account under the heading 'Agraharis
of Sasaram' published in Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal ( 1905) Vol. LXXVI
Part-II1. He has beautifully narrated their origin, tradition, culture, food habits, rituals,
social status in society and touched upon various other aspects of their daily life.

Agrahari Sikhs not only spread to eastern India, they were also present in some
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parts of Uttar Pradesh. Around 200 years ago, they went from Sasaram to Sikuni,
Dhudi, Meolpur and Renukot, in district Son Bhadar. There is a Gurdwara at Ahrora.
At present these Sikhs have no base in Sasaram. In Meolpur a Gurdwara has been
constructed by an Agrahari Sikh, Gurdial Singh, with sufficient help of Punjab
Sikhs of Renukot. In Dhudi, non-Sikhs also take part in Gurdwara activities. The
local dialect of people of Sasaram including Sikhs is 'Bhojpuri', but the latter always
try to write Gurmukhi and speak Punjabi, though some of them speak with a broken
accent. They know that through the knowledge of Gurmukhi they can have easy
access to their beloved Guru's teaching in Sri Guru Granth Sahib.

It is significant that Khatris of Punjab and the Agraharis were close due to their
trade links. When the Khatris moved towards the east, Agraharis also moved along
with them. This is a vital reason that took Agraharis to Kolkata where renowned
Khatri traders like Omichand and Raja Hazuri Mal, along with Agrahari Sikhs
constructed Gurdwaras (Gurdwara Barra Sikh Sangat and Gurdwara Chotta Sikh
Sangat). It is also said that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji blessed the Agrahari Sikhs.
Their clan has since increased manifold. The Khatris slowly got marginalized and
only two or three families are staying there in rather pathetic conditions. The bond
with Sikhism grew stronger among local communities, especially Agraharis due to
blessings of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. In Sasaram, I heard only of Agrahari Sikhs.
But to my surprise, I noticed a multilayered identity of Sikhism that continues to
flourish, and gain adherents within a kilometer.

Most people of Sasaram come to pay homage to the Almighty in the Gurdwara
Sahib on all occasions. They have great respect for the Gurus and the Gurdwaras.
The great impact of Sikh culture is seen here, which is rarely found in any other
town or city of Eastern India. In the field of local economy the presence of Agrahari
Sikhs is felt. The way they dominate the wholesale market, is amazing. Cloth, grains,
hardware, explosives (used for mine blasting), dairy products (ghee, milk, etc),
bakeries and many other products are traded by them. Their markets are mainly at
Jaani Bazaar, Gurdwara Road, Gola, Dharamshala Road, Mahajan Toli and many
other places. The curious feature is that they are financially much better off than
their counterparts in Kolkata. In Kolakata the Agraharis Sikh lead a miserable life.
They lack the pride and flamboyance of their ancestors, and live in an illusion of
grandeur of memorable past.

In contrast, most of the Sikhs at Sasaram have their own houses, made in
modern style, with all accessories and gadgets. Sikhs of Sasaram are scattered all
over India, always willing to go to any place to secure a better job, studies and
opportunities. They are very much mobile. Their children are getting very good
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education. Many have got jobs in government departments like railways, income
tax, education and sports etc. Some have become professionals like engineers,
doctors, accountants, etc. and are well settled in growing cities like Delhi, Chandigarh,
Mumbai, Hyderabad and Bangalore. They are physically stronger than the other
people in Sasaram.

There are some ten Gurdwaras and Udasi Deras in this town. Most of them
had been constructed in the memory of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. Wherever Guru
ji visited, he established a Sangat. The Gurdwaras are:

1. Gurdwara Chacha Phagu Mall Ji: This is the most important and historical
Gurudwara which commemorates Sri Guru Teg Bhadur Ji's stay. He preached the
Sangat of Sasaram. The history of the Gurdwara is discussed by every Sikh chronicler.
As heard from locals, it is also known as Gurdwara 'Chau Varni, i.e. Gurudwara for
all castes (Sikhs are a casteless society but it's still sad that we are unable to break the
barriers of caste). The Jathedar of the Gurudwara, Giani Sarabjit Singh Khalsa is a
devout Sikh and ardent follower of Sikh Rehat Maryada of Akal Takht Sahib.
President S. Rajinder Singh is a second generation Kumhar Sikh. The Gurudwara
is run according to instructions given in Sri Akal Takht's Rehat Maryada. A new
Gurudwara building has been constructed under the supervision of Baba Harbans
Singh Ji Kar Sewa Wale (New Delhi). Some more extension work is going on with
many developments. Sangats from all over the world come regularly.

2. Gurdwara Taksal Sangat: This Gurdwara is significant for Agrahari Sikhs.
Locals claim that there is a lore around this Gurdwara, but no relevant or documentary
proof in support of this claim. According to the lore written on the board of Gurdwara,
it is said that there was tobacco cultivation at the site during the visit of Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji. Guru Ji's horse stopped there and was obstructed. This land
belonged to Bhai Achal Ji and Mata Jio Ji. Here Guru Ji asked Sangat to construct
Gurdwara and name it Taksal Sangat. The owners of land donated their land to
build Gurudwara. This all facts still lie in state of obscurity. This Gurdwara Sahib is
not very old. There is a 15-member committee, and is run by Agrahari Sikhs, making
the committee exclusively based on caste lines. In this Gurudwara, there is a steel
arrow said to be of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji along with a rare picture of Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Ji and of Mata Jio Jee. A New Gurudwara building was made under
guidance of Baba Raghuvir Singh the Nirmala Sant from Kankhal, Haridwar. Again
this Gurdwara building was dismantled and new Gurdwara building has been
constructed under supervision of Baba Harbans Singh Kaar Sewa Wale's group.

3. Gurdwara Purana Guru Ka Bagh: It is said that Guru Ji used to preach
God's message. At present, it is the Dera of Udasis with a huge garden of 52 Bighas.
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Guru Ji came here in 1666. This garden was owned by Nawab named Khangah. It
is said that the condition of the garden was shabby and dry. On the coming of Guru
Ji, it became green and full of life. There is an old tree where Guru ji tied his horse,
as well a sweet water well. The Sangat from Hindu and Sikh communities organise
Shahidi Diwas of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji every year. It is said that even Bhai
Gurditta Ji (not the elder brother of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji but an Udasi Mahant
who settled here) visited this place after Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. There is a platform
where Guru Ji used to sit during Satsang. At present Mahant Bajrangi Singh is
trying to make a big historical Gurdwara in memory of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
seeking support from Sikh Sangat.

4. Gurdwara Guru Ka Bagh: It is a branch of Taksal Sangat also known in
name of Nihang Narain Singh Gurdwara. It is located at one side of the garden,
named Guru Ka Bagh. It is said that the Nihang came here but was not allowed to
enter by Mahant of the Dera; so he sat at the corner of the garden and he started
preaching Sikh ideology. Local Sangat helped him to construct, a Gurudwara. A
Sikh spiritual personality Baba Darvesh Hari came here in 1938 from Kolkata and
stayed here for one year and made an impact on the local people of Sasaram including
Sikhs. Baba Darvesh Hari used to come from Prem Nagar, Dehradun and visited
this place regularly. It is controlled by Gurudwara Taksal Sangat (Agrahari Sikh
Committee), Granthi Dwarka Singh gave me the details. They celebrate Dushhera
for ten days and recite Paath of Chandi di Var.

'‘Barsi' of Nihang Narain Singh is celebrated on Jeth Sudi-6 every year.

5. Gurdwara Bari Purani Sangat: It is said that foundation stone of this
Gurudwara was laid by Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. It is located in Jaani Bazaar,
managed by mixed castes, mainly Sonar (who have became clean shaven after 1984
massacre of the Sikhs). This Gurdwara is partially closed now.

6. Gurdwara Nayi Sangat: This Gurudwara is purely managed by non-Sikh
Kasera Community and is located at Jaani Bazaar and is partly non-functional. All
Kaseras were Nanakpanthi.

7. Gurdwara Beni Sikh Sangat: This is a private Gurdwara owned by an
Agrahari Sikh. It is in a dilapidated condition and totally defunct. It is situated at
Madhar Darwaja, Killa Mahalla.

8. Gurdwara Guru Sahai Singh: This is situated at Pathan Toli owned by
Taksal Sangat Committee and is partly closed. One or two programmes are held
every year.

9. Gurdwara Nanak Darbar: This is situated at Guru Nanak Pura which
was previously known as Sri Guru Singh Sabha Nanak Darbar. Punjabi Sikhs shifted
after the 1984 pogrom. Now it is controlled by Sehajdhari (Punjabi) Sikhs under a
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changed name.
10. Gurudwara Baba Saryu Das Ji: This is old Udasi Dera of Mahant Saryu
Das at Alamganj. Now the Dera building is in a very dilapidated condition.

These apart, there is an old house of Zamindar Tekmal Singh at Jaani Bazzar
who is said to have come from Punjab around 1856-1857. His fourth generation
stays here and they seem to have merged in with Agarahari Sikh Community. They
possess an old 1640 pages Bir of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji along with sphere, said
to have been gifted by ninth Guru.

There is "Taksal Bhawan' which was made under the guidance of Sant Raghuvir
Singh Kankhal. This dharamshala was made for various social occasions of the
community. Some schools, both government and private, are seen. Among them
Rajkia Sri Guru Mukhi Madhya Vidyalaya, which was established in 1934, is a
government aided school. This school teaching up to standard VIII is run by a
committee of Taksal Sangat.

Two branches of Guru Tegh Bahadur Vidya Niketan is privately run by
prominent educated Agrahari Sikh, Satyanarain Singh. Earlier, he was an important
functionary of Gurudwara Taksal Sangat. He served Gurudwara Sahib for nineteen
years. During his tenure, the committee made it mandatory for the member of each
family to participate in funeral and last rites of any Sikh. He gave extensive details
of Agrahari Sikhs of and beyond Sasaram and thereabouts. A great grandson of
Zamindar Kuldeep Singh, he also put forward the grievances as to how this Sikh
brotherhood was being neglected by their Punjabi counterparts.

One school named Guru Nanak Public School and previously run by Udasi
Sampraday's Mahant Bajrangi Singh has been closed down and other School Hari
Ram Public School is run by Udasis. One school is run by S. Virendra Singh. In
Sasaram, the prominence of Agrahari Sikhs is seen in many ways. There were Sikhs
from other castes like Sonar (goldsmith), Kasera or Thatera (who are experts in
nickelling and metal works). Their identity as Sikhs was lost after the 1984 Sikh
genocide.

Many like Kesari or Kuswaha (generally businessmen like Agrahari), Chaurasia,
Teli (oil manufactures), Passi, Koeri, Kumar have great respect for the Gurus. Some
Sikhs from Punjab used to come in different times and mix within local Sikhs. There
is an example of Sonar Sikh who came from Punjab and got settled in Sasaram. He
employed local Sonars as staff and subordinates. He helped them establish their
own businesses and married his daughters to them. There are some more examples
like this. Sikhs like S. Gurdev Singh (a well-off land-lord) during the colonial rule
used to run the court. He used to even arrange 'langar' for Sangat from Punjab who
visited Patna Sahib via Sasaram. It is seen that the work of Sikh missionaries had
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started right from the time of Chacha Phaagu Mal. In the last century, Nihang Narain
Singh had made a good effort to promote Sikhism, Baba Darvesh Hari (a spiritual
person) who used to come from Prem nagar, Dehradun, had also given Sangat of
Sasaram wise Sikhi discourses. However the most significant role to retain Agrahari
Sikhs in the Sikh fold was played by various Nirmala Parcharaks even two hundred
years ago. Later on Sant Raghbir Singh, a Nirmala propagator from Kankhal
Haridwar had done much for these Sikhs. He initiated regular Gurdwara activities
like daily 'Paath' and 'Simran' especially by females, in the morning (starting from
daily prayer, Sukhmani Sahib and then Simran). Regular Gurmat classes were are
started for Sikh children as well as non Sikh children who come and take part in
learning and practicing Gurmukhi, Kirtan and Gurbani. The Sikhs of Sasaram take
part in each and every activity related to Sikh philosophy and culture. Their 'Sikhi
Jiwan' is not less important to them than any other Sikh in the world. They stay in a
diverse society with a strong culture of pluralism.

The basic apathy to the concern of Agrahari Sikhs of the Punjabi Sikh has
widened gap between them. The big change has to be taken in account. The question
is how to make the lost brotherhood stakeholders in Khalsa's new growth story.
Some outsiders have been trying to exploit the gap between the community and
building their base among them. Some of them even call themselves 'Sanatani Sikhs',
but there are few takers of this concept while many of them reject this idea. We have
caused much damage by not having relationship with our own brothers, and the
effects are there for all to see. We have to make an effort so that all the Sikhs can
connect to each other, and forge a good bond. We need to strengthen grassroots
network. They want "Roti-Beti Di Sanjh" with the Sikhs of Punjab so that basic
differences can be sorted out.

It's the time to wake up. Our thoughts are to be expressed, followed by
constructive action. There is a change now because many progressive Sikhs, who
have clear thought of Gurmat, specially the youth, have challenged iniquities in the
system. We believe in standing up for their causes that make difference to Sikhism.
In the coming years, we seek to build a huge house of ideas to help build this global
Sikhism with actual message of the Gurus. My visit to Sasaram was an eye-opener
as well as a great pilgrimage to me. Here great Gurus and Gur-Sikhs had come.
Since the time of the Gurus, the basic character of Sikhs and the town hasn't changed
which is a pilgrimage itself and of great significance for any dedicated Sikh. Unlike
big cities, where identities are lost in a sea of humanity, small towns adhere to their
own philosophy of life. Here people are well known and appreciated for what they
do and what they are. m
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