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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 Sep.

18 Sep.

20 Sep.

21 Sep.

23 Sep.

24 Sep.

(16" September to 15" October)

(a) Assassination of S. Ajit Singh and S. Lehna Singh Sandhawalia.

(16-9-1843)
(b) Raja Bhim Chand of Bilaspur died. Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji
visited Bilaspur to attend his last prayers. (16-9-1692)

(c) Students of Khalsa College Amritsar launched a protest to condemn
police atrocities at Chando Kalan (Haryana). The Police entered the
College campus and attacked on students, several students got injured
and several got arrested by police. (16-9-1981)

(a) Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji's first battle with the Hill King Fateh Shah
took place at Bhangani, 3-4 miles from Paonta Sahib. In this battle
Bhai Sangoshah Ji and Bhai Jeet Mall (sons of Bibi Viro Ji, daughter
of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji), Bhai Hari Das (brother of Bhai
Mani Singh Ji), Bhai Uda (son of Bhai Khema Chandania) etc. fought

valiantly and got martyred. (18-9-1688)
(b) Coronation of Maharaja Dalip Singh, the last ruler of the Sikh Empire.
(18-9-1843)

(a) Master Tara Singh elected as the President of SGPC. (20-9-1955)
(b) Akali leaders talked with Lal Bahadur Shastri (Home Minister) on

the issue of Punjabi Suba. (20-9-1961)
(c) Akali MLA’s walked out of Punjab Assembly in protest of Police
raid at Gurdwaras. (20-9-1961)

Kaka Inderjit Singh, a young Sikh boy, was killed and his dead body
was thrown in the well by the Police because he had raised pro-
’Punjabi Suba’ slogans. (21-9-1960)
The Government of India made a three-member Cabinet Committee
of Indira Gandhi, Mahabir Tyagi and Y. B. Chavan. to discuss

the Punjab issue. (23-9-1965)
The founder of the Singh Sabha Movement and a Sikh missionary
Prof. Gurmukh Singh passed away. (24-9-1896)
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25 Sep. (a) Government lifted Ban on wearing Kirpan (sword).  (25-9-1935)
(b) An all party conference was held in Chandigarh in which Chandigarh

was demanded to be given to Punjab. (25-9-1969)
28 Sep. Akali Dal condemned Gandhi’s comments about Kirpan. (28-9-1940)
29 Sep. (a) Several Sikh passengers of Komagata Maru Ship died in Police/army

firing at Baz Baz Ghat Calcutta. (29-9-1914)

(b) Army left Sri Darbar Sahib after operation Blue Star. (29-9-1984)

30 Sep. Indian Government banned Sikh Kirpan in the domestic flights too.

(30-9-1981)

1 October  Master Tara Singh called off his hunger strike on forming a high

power commission on the issue of Punjabi state. (1-10-1961)

2 October  Sant Chanan Singh elected as the President of SGPC. (2-10-1962)
3 October  The Sikhs won the town of Rahon under the command of Baba Banda

Singh Bahadur. (3-10-1710)

5 October (a) Baba Banda Singh Bahadur left Nanded for Punjab. (5-10-1708)

(b) The Sikhs took over the control of Gurdwara Babe-Di-Ber, Sialkot

(Pakistan) from the Mahant. (5-10-1920)
(¢) S. Pritam Singh elected the President of SGPC. (5-10-1952)

7 October (a) Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji's wife Mata Sulakhni Ji passed away.
(7-10-1539)

(b) A devotee Sikh Bhai Makhan shah Lubana, paid obeisance to Sri

Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib ji at Baba Bakala and shouted loudly 'Guru
ladho re, Guru ladho re'. (7-10-1664)

8 October  Bhai Taroo Singh, a resident of village Puhla Distt. Lahore (now
Tarn Taran), was arrested for serving Singhs. For denying converting
to Islam, his skull was removed along with his hair in Landa Bazar
of Lahore and he got martyrdom. (8-10-1745)

9 October  After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the Dogras made a
conspiracy against Chet Singh, a close associate of Maharaja Kharak
Singh. Dhian Singh Dogra assassinated him in front of Maharaja
Kharak Singh. (9-10-1839)

12 October  Under the leadership of Jathedar Teja Singh 'Bhuchar', a group of 25
Singhs took over the first service of Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

(12-10-1920)
]
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In continuation with the last edition:

Janam Sakhis As a Source of History

&
Bhat Vahis as a source of the Sikh History

-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi'

We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
History of the Sikh Gurus'by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).

(3) Bhai Mani Singh's Janam Sakhi

The Gyan Ratnavli, which is popularly known as the Bhai Mani Singh's Janam
Sakhi is the latest of the more important collections of Sikhs. Its authorship is attributed
to Bhai Mani Singh, a famous Sikh of Sri Guru Gobind Singh's times. The
circumstances which are said to have led him to write his Janam Sakhi are set out in
aprologue. It is said in this that some Sikhs once approached Bhai Mani Singh with
the request that he should prepare an authentic account of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji's
Ifie. This, they assured him, was essential as the Minas had maliciously interpolated
objectionable things in the current account with the result that the Sikh's faith in the
Guru was declining. Bhai Mani Singh asked them to refer to Bhai Gurdas ji's first
Var but this, they maintained, was too brief. Finally, Bhai ji agreed to make the
attempt.

Regarding the material incorporated in Gyan Ratnavli Bhai ji says:

"Just as swimmers fix needs in the river so that those who do not know the
way may also cross, so I shall take Bhai Gurdas's Var as my basis and in accordance
with it, and with it, and with the accounts which I have heard at the court of the
Master, I shall relate to you whatever commentary issues from my humble mind."!

From the above it is clear that Bhai Mani Singh took Var 1 as his basis and
supplemented it with Sakhis he had heard at the court of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji.
At the end of the Janam Sakhi, was duly signed by the Guru who commended it as
a means of acquiring knowledge of Sikh faith.?2 Mcleod with whom we agree,
however, states that the first part of Gyan Ratnavli (minus the prologue and a few
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individual Sakhis) may possibly go back as far as the time of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh ji but so far as second half of Gyan Ratnavli is concerned, its language and its
relationship to the Bala tradition suggest that this was probably done in the late
eighteenth or early nineteenth century, although some individual Sakhis may hae
been added later.

The historical value of Gyan Ratnavli is immense. Various reasons can be
attributed to this conclusion. Firstly, in no other Janam Sakhi it is easier to sift the
matter interpolated and distorted than in this Janam Sakhi. Bhai Mani Singh follows
the historical chronology of Bhai Gurdas ji's Var and the person who has distorted
it introduces new material by destroying that order. Moreover, the style of Bhai
Mani Singh is distinct and has a uniqueness of its own.

Any interpolation can be easily located by comparing its style with that of Bhai
ji. Besides, Bhai Mani Singh never introduces Puranic stories either in his
interpretation of Jap ji, Sidh Gosht etc. or in his Bhagt Mala and that is why the
Puranic and Koranic stories introduced into it are visible to the discerning historian
like patches of black cloth on a white coat. Secondly the first part of the Janam
Sakhi is rather more satisfactory collection that those of Bala group. It has an order
which is lacking in other Janam Sakhis particularly Janam Sakhi Bhai Bala. It avoids
many of their errors, and it offers appreciabley less than is plainly fantastic.

(4) Puratan Janam Sakhi

The term Puratan Janam Sakhi' designates no single known work, but rather a
small group of Janam Sakhis which are clearly from a common source which has
never been found. It is, however, generally used with reference to the composite
work which was compiled by Bhai Vir Singh and first published in 1926.

Of the extant Puratan Janam Sakhi, the two most important are Walayat Wali
Janam Sakhi (the Janam Sakhis from overseas) and the Hafizabad Wali Janam Sakhi.
The former was donated to the India office Library in 1815 or 1818 and hence it is
also known by this name. The well known German Scholar Trumpp discovered it
there in A.D. 1872 and this is the reason that it is known as Walayat Wali Janam
Sakhi. Its another copy discovered at Hafizabad in Pakistan is called Hafizabad
Wali Janam Sakhi. This copy was made in A.D. 1733. It is profusely illustrated.
Panjab Government published its copies in A.D. 1885. In them, some of the pages
are missing. Macauliffe and Bhai Kahan Singh, the celebrated author of 'Mahan
Kosh' attributed the authorship to Sewa Das, but there is no reference to such a
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person in the Janam Sakhi. As a matter of fact, Macauliffe, in a comment, makes it
clear that this information was not based upon anything he had himself seen.?

There were the two manuscripts which Bhai Vir Singh used for practically the
whole of his composite Janam Sakhi. "For the most part, the two versions are very
close, with only occasional words or phrases differing, but there are a few significant
differences. Of the two, the Hafizabad manuscript appears to be closer to the common
source although it is clear that it is not the original of the Puratan group. The original
of the Puratan Janam Sakhi has never been found."

This Janam Sakhi contains fifty-seven Sakhis. It was written in A.D. 1635 in
the time of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib, nearly one hundred years after the death of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji.?

After the Vars of Bhai Gurdas which were also written about this time, the
Janam Sakhi till recently has been considered as the genuine source of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev ji's biography. Macauliffe for his 'Sikh Religion' borrowed heavily from
this 'Janam Sakhi' the expression "Wah-e-Guru Ji ki Fateh' adopted by Sri Guru
Gobind Singh occurs in this Janam Sakhi. But on a careful study of this Janam
Sakhi, a student of history would have to submit that it was not totally reliable,
although it furnishes a lot of material pertaining to the life of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji.
It quotes and puts into mouth of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji the hymns of the third,
fourth and fifth Guru ji, which looks strange and illogical. Moreover, it gives a few
stories and leaves out many. It leaves out such stories as Sacha Sauda. It leaves also
the stories in which Bhai Lalo ji mentioned.

(5) Bhai Gurdas Var 1

Bhai Gurdas ji (1551-1639) was a nephew of third Guru ji and the first cousin
of Bibi Bhani ji, daughter of Sri Guru Amar Das ji and wife of fourth Guru, Sri
Guru Ram Das ji. He composed thrity nine Vars or Ballads and 556 Kabits or
couplets. In Var No. I, stanza 23-45 and Var II stanazas 13-14, he gave a short
account of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji. Stanza 13-14 of Var II are of comparatively
slight importance.

No doubt the account of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji's life given in Vars is brief, but
within the limited range which it covers this account has generally been accepted as
the most reliable. The reasons are not far to seek. Firstly Bhai Gurdas ji had close
association with the Gurus and more prominent of his Sikh contemporaries. These
would include not only Sri Guru Arjan Deyv ji and Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib ji but
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also older disciples whose memories might have extended back to the time of Sri
Guru Nanak Deyv ji himself. Secondly the account is coherent so far the itinerary is
concerned. Thirdly there is less of miraculous in this account and accordingly less
which warrants a measure of scepticism. In view of all this, Sardar Khushwant
Singh expresses a generally accepted conclusion when he says of the events of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji's life "Whatever reference he makes in the Vars must be
considered authentic".

We, however, suggest that we would not repose unqualified trust in the Vars,
although we must attach greater degree of trust to the two Vars than to those of
Puratan and Meharban Janam Sakhis. We obiviously cannnot accept the "Yogies' at
Achal Batala turning into lions, wolves, birds and snakes. Equally unacceptable is
the anachronistic reference to Gorakh Nath and also the story of Jewels by the late
side.

(6) Mahima Parkash

Two more works bearing the same name but written by different persons deserve
the place of Janam Sakhis. They are Mahima Parkash Vartik and Mahima Parkash
Kavita. The former work was written in A.D. 1741 by Bawa Kirpal Singh Bhalla,
and the later, the Mahima Parkash Kavita, in A.D. 1776 by Sarup Das Bhalla, a
descendant of Sri Guru Amar Das ji. The two accounts are basically the same, but
the prose version having twenty Sakhis, devoted to Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji is
appreciably shorter as compared with the material version which contains sixty five
Sakhis pertaining to Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji. Sarup Das's account is based on Puratan
Janam Sakhis. He began writing this work at Varanasi and completed it at Amritsar.
Both these works not only dal with Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji's life but also of other
Gurus.

The two versions are too recent to be regarded primary source for the life of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji. However, they occupy position of importance in the history of
Sikh tradition, for they were composed during a period, which, although generally
obscure, was certainly significant in terms of the development of such tradition.
General Remarks about Janam Sakhis
(1 No Janam Sakhi is contemporary. All of them were written longer after Sri

Guru Nanak Dev ji. Janam Sakhi Bhai Bala, Puratan Janam Sakhi and

Meharban's Janam Sakhi were written not before the first half of the seventeenth

century. Two versions of Mahima Parkash came into existence in the eighteenth

century.
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(i) They are mixture of supernatural elements, facts myth and legend. It is very
difficult to divest the incidents and events described in these Janam Sakhis of
their supernatural settings.

(i) They were written by persons of faith and for the faithful, not for historians.

(iv) The chronology has not been given the regard due to it with the result that it
becomes very difficult to arrange different events of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji's
life in chronological sequence.

(v) These are very rich mines of information regarding the degree of faith of the
people in Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji and Sikhism. They also throw sufficient light
on the different customs and beliefs of the people of the age in which they were
written.

(vi) According to Dr. McLeod, "The Janam Sakhis must be regarded as examples
of hagiography and any inclination to treat them as biographies will distort
both our understanding of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji and our appreciation of the
true value of Janam Sakhis themselves".

Reference

1. McLeod: Guru Nanak And the Sikh Religion, p. 25.

2. Gyan Ratnavli, Sakhi 225, p.592.

3. The late Sir Attar Singh, Chief of Bhadur gave the author this information. Sikh Religion Vol I,
page ixxxvi, n.I.

4. McLeod: Guru Nanak and Sikh Religion, p. 17

5. Areference in the Colebrooke manuscript clearly points to A.D. 1635 as the date of the original

composition.

Bhat Vahis as a source of the Sikh History

Bhats belonged to the Sarsut branch of Brahmins who regarded themselves to
be the descendants of Kauhash Rishi. As per tradition, they resided on the bank of
the River Saraswati which before its disappearance used to flow in the vicinity of
Kurukshetra. Those of the Brahmins who lived in trans-Saraswati region came to
be called Gaur as against the residents of the cis-Saraswati area, who acquired the
appellation of Sarsuti. As the letter took to the bardic profession, they came to have
alower rank among the Brahmin community.
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The most important of the ancestral places of the Bhat families extant even
now, are Karsindhu and Talauda (both in Jind District) and Sultanpur Bhadson near
Ladwa. Some of the families chose to settle down in U.P. and Madhya Pradesh
while some others resided in the neighbourhood of Jagadhari and Saharanpur. All
these families have in their possession records of great historical value, called Bhat
Vahis containing detailed genalogical lists of their clientele.

From the Bhat Vahi of Bhai Sant Singh, Bhat of Karsindhu, we obtain
information about the family tree of many of the Bhats who came in contact with the
Sikh Gurus. This tree starts with Bhagirath whose ninth descendant was Bhat Rayya
who lived at Sultanpur (near Ladwa). He had six sons named Bhikha, Sekha, Tokha,
Gokha, Chokha and Tada. Of those Bhats whose compositions are found in Adi
Granth, Mathura, Jalap and Kirat were sons of Bhikha, Salh and Balh was son of
Tokha, Harbans was son of Gokha whereas Kalsahar and Gayand were sons of
Chokha. Bhikha, the eldest son of Bhat Rayya, has been mentioned by Bhai Gurdas
among the devoted Sikhs of Sri Guru Amar Das ji. This shows that the family fell
under the spell of Sikhism as early as the period of Sri Guru Amar Das ji. Once the
start was made, the devotion of the Bhats to the Sikh Gurus increased rapidly. In the
time of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji, a large group of them composed panegyries in
admiration of the various Gurus. The fact impressed Sri Guru Arjan dev ji so much
that he decided to incorporate them in Adi Granth under preparation then.

The Bhats not only composed peoms or recorded different events pertaining to
the Gurus, but also they were active participants in various other activities. They
took part in the wars of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib ji. After the sixth Guru, they
attached themselves in turn to the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th Gurus.

Thus it is legitimate to assume that the Bhats were closely attached to the Sikhs
Gurus and had been interest in the Sikh movement even after them. This being so,
Bhat Vahis are a reliable source regarding the history of the Panjab in general and
Sikh Gurus and Sikh movement in particular. A brief account of the information
furnished by them is as under:

(1) We got a lot of information regarding the personality of the Gurus, Particularly
of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji.

(i) Bhat Vahis have rendered a lot of service to history by recording the
chronology of the wars of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib ji. Before the discovery of this
source, the dates of these battles known to us were incorrect.
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According to Bhat Vahis, the first battle which was a small affair was fought in
B.K. 1678 (A.D. 1621) at the village Rohila (Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi). The trouble
arose out of a local Khatri Gherar landlord, Bhagwana, offering resistance to the
Guru ji's plan of founding the new city of Sri Hargobindpur. The Guru got victory.
On the Guru's side, among the killed was fought at Amritsar in B.K. 1691 (A.D.
1634) in the time of Shah Jahan. In this battle Kirat Bhat and Balu Bhat were killed
(Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi). The third battle which was fought at Maharaj took
place on 17th Poh B.K. 1691. The next battle was fought at Kartarpur on the 29th
and 30th Baisakh, 1692 B.K. (A.D. 1635). In this battle too, some Bhats were
killed. The last battle was fought at Phagwara on 1st of Jeth B.K. 1692 (A.D. 1635)
(Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi) in which Bhaee Desa and Sohela, sons of Balu Bhat,
grandsons of Maulu Bhat fell martyrs.

Similarly much light is thrown by this source on Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib and
Sri Guru Har Krishan Sahib. Bhai Sewa Singh's Shahid Bilas which is based on the
Bhat Vahis of the author of Sewa Singh's own family furnishes a lot of information
regarding the Gurus, as also regarding Bhai Mani Singh which is the main theme of
this book.

So far as Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji and Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji is concerned,
Bhat Vahis are a rich mine of useful information. it is from these that we got concrete
information that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib ji was not a recluse-- rather acctive
participant in the Sikh Movement. He used to go out Bakala to preach Sikhism. He
undertook religious tours of the Eastern province of the country three years before
he was given the Guruship. The exact date and the method of founding Chak Nanki
is also furnished by Bhat Vahis. Bhat Vahis have very useful entries regarding Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji's nomination to Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib, performance of
succession ceremony by Dargah Mal and the Sangat from Delhi and Makhan Shah's
visit to Baba Bakala and his offerings of 101 Mohars. In fact, many of the points
which hitherto were not clear have been made clear by the Bhat Vahis.

It is from them that we get the definite information regarding the arrest of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji at Dhamtan and then at Malikpur Rangharan. The facts that
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji was kept as a prisoner at Sirhind for about four months
and for eight days at Delhi are furnished by Bhat Vahis. The exact name of the
persons to pick up the sacred head of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji is alos found in the
Bhat Vahis.
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Regarding Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji too, we can glean a lot of information
from Bhat Vahis. The entries therein show as to how Sri Guru Gobind Singh received
the sacred head of his father at Kiratpur, how he behaved in the battles of Sri
Anandpur Sahib and how the people particularly the privileged classes reacted to
the Khalsa.

Even after Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji, Bhats continued to evince deep interest
in the activities of the Sikhs. Bhai Seva Ram's Shahid Bilas which is in fact the
aggregate of the information gleaned from the Bhat Vahis of his family throw's
enough of light on the life and achievements of the Sikhs in the later Mughal period.
If the students of history today have been able to restructure the correct image of
Bhai Mani Singh and appraise his achievement properly, it is because of the
information contained in the Bhat Vahis.

Important extracts from Bhat Vahis are detailed hereunder to bring into focus
their importance.

Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib, eighth master, son of Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib ji of
Suraj Bansis of Gosal Got, Sodhi Khatris, on Wednesday, Chet Sudi 14, Sammat
1721 B.K. (30 March, 1664) called for five pice and one coconut and having got
them raised his right arm thrice and in a low voice said, "My Baba Tegh Bahadur of
Bakala may be recoganised as Guru after me. He who does so will be blessed by the
Guru. The rest is known to the Guru only."

(Bhat Vahi Talauda)
Punjabi Version

I9 IfS fgraH HO® nicet Be Ig afd Ife wt & | Ao SAt JIHS I3 ALt
ygt A 1721 93 W Bt et g0 & fod Un O s8E e, s o9 vt
AT IITE | UTHY wied B 996 onr fx AT 9797 39T 9999 9903 1% o AT
X le I9 AeaT| H AT, I et TSt A9 | »id Jg o 1S I A |

Dewan Durgah Mal son of Dwarka Das Chhibar, Mata Bassi wife of Baba
Gurditta, Mata Sulakhni wife of Sri Guru Har Rai ji, Chowpat Rai son of Pera
Chhibar, Jehta son of Padam Rai Hajawat, Gurbaksh son of Bagha Chheepe came
to Bakala from Delhi on Amavas of Bhadson 1721 BK. Mata Bassi bowed and
placed five Paisa and coconut before the Guru. Baba Gurditta son of Bhai Budha
performed the Tikka ceremony of Guruship for Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib,
ninth Master, with the permission of Dwarka Das son of Anjani Sahib.

(Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi)
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Punjabi Version

TS TIdIT H& MTfEnfT™ g2T ¥erga €@/H &, H13T AT (331) At »itet,
TRt srar afesT #t &, H3T gBuSt # et ferst 39 afq Ife |t Ho® ASA
&, IRUTS IfE nrfen™ g2t HTET @R &, FdI3 »iTfenT g2 UTH JTE Ias3
&7, TITHH e 2T gl S T, 318 fent™ 82T g 1 | 9@t 7 g3
BdIGt e | A% A3 A fEeH H'T 37e< ot MHeR BS993 o fed | HT3T gAt 7t
3 UTg UH 918% JIg 3T 9I7E9 ff o Wl 9 HET 2aT | TS & deT MaHaT
Ay /it & ¥96 B g7 g% F Jafe3T A/ & gfonret ar féar gg 397 goreq
3 HASK H &enT|

Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru son of Guru Hargobind of Kiratpur founded
anew settlement of the maund of Makhowal under the shadow of Naina Devi. Bhai
Gurditta the son of Bhai Budha performed the foundation ceremony and the new
settlement was named Chak Nanki on Parvishthe Ikkis Monday Smvt 1722.

(Bhat Vahi Taluda, Pargana Jind)

Punjabi Version

Jg 3J1 59ET At HO® &=, ¥eT 9 Jfgdifde A & TH A93YT IH
BT A% AZT H €A miAe yfens fedtn AveS & fed 3 &=t I 319
HYEETS ITH o 89 3 IraT g2 i ot §17 & grar JafesT At JureT At I TH A, 58
I =t 1t arst | &8 I Feat ITl g off ISt ot

Guru Tegh Bahadur, Ninth Guru, was at Dhamdhan Bangar when Alam Khan
Rohilla appeared under royal orders (for the Guru's arrest). It was on Katik Sudi 11,
Sukla Pakh, 1722 BK. (8 November, 1665). With him arrested were Sati Das, Mati
Das, sons of Hira Mal Chhibar, Gawal Das son of Chhote Mal Chhibar, Gurdas son
of Kirat Barhtia, Sangat son of Binna Uppal, Jetha and Dayal Das sons of Mai Das
Jalhana Balunt and other Sikh Fakirs.

(Bhat Vahi Jado Bansian ki)
Punjabi Version
I 397 IIET A HUS < &A1 THU'S UTAIET F1d1d H MBH UTS "I
At goH 3% €6t & & g »ifen, 7% AZT B IS1H 13d gt famiar 4,
gueg o fed, g HleH ASleH 8 397 He fegg &, I @/ 3T 8¢ Ho
fEgg 7, J9TH 3T 93 I3t o, Has g f¥s Qus o, Ao fonrs TR
S HTET TTH & A%dS %83, d9 fHY gotg mE |
Guru Tegh Bahadur the Ninth Guru remained under the custody of Kanwar
Ram Singh Kachhwaha son of Raja Jai Singh Mirza. He was kept a detenue for 2
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months three days and was released on the 1st of Poh Krishna Pakh BK. 1722 after
which he went to the house of Pushpa Dai which he left after three days.
(Bhat Vahi Purbi Dakhni)

Punjabi Version

Jg 39T IS A HO® &=, 3T g Jf9 dif¥e Hl & AHS AT H g€H
FHST YUY H'H ot TaH o fed © A 31e feer sa9de! A a3 Jdd IATT a1l
IS YIUT TS  fqg W e | 3t fed fo=™ a9d UeaT &It A7 ot f3nrdt
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Guru Tegh Bahadur, Ninth Master, after taking leave of the ruler of Assam
Raja Suraj Dev (Surj Dev) was the title of Ahom Kings and the ruler of Amber,
Raja Ram Singh arrived in Delhi and halted at Bhai Kalyana's Dharamsala. With
him were Diwan Durgah Mal Chhibar and Nawab Saif Khan. It was on Asar 22,
1727 BK. (22 June 1670). He stayed at Delhi for two months and thirteen days.
After release from imperial confinement and taking leave of Mata Pushpa Devi,
Guru ji proceeded to Madar Desh (Panjab).
Punjabi Version

dId 391 II7ET HI HIS &<t »iAH Ut T Halee, »iggufs I IH fHw
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Bhai Kirpa Ram son of Arhu Ram grandson of Narain Das, great grandson of
Braham Das, descendants of Thakur Das, of Bhardwaj got, Sarsut Datt Brahmin,
resident of Mattan, Pargana Srinagar (Kashmir) led a band of 16 principle Brahmins
to Chak Nanaki, Pargana Kahlur on Jeth Sudi 11, 1732 BK.

(Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi)

Punjabi Version

STET fquT IH FeT Mg ITH T UST 5J ©H T, UFUST goH €H I 8F
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Guru Tegh Bahadur, Ninth Guru was arrested by Mirza Nur Muhammad of
the Police Station at Ropar on the 12th Parbishta of Sawan 1732 BK. (12 July,
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1675) at Malik Pur Rangharan, Pargana Ghanaula and taken to Sirhind. Also arrested
and taken to Sirhind were Diwan Mati Das, Sati Das sons of Hira Mal Chhibar, and
Dayal Das son of Mai Das Balaut. The Guru remained confined in the prison of
Bassi Pathana for four months and in Delhi Kotwali for eight days.

(Bhat Vahi Multani Sindhi)

Punjabi Version

IY 391 FUES Ht HO® 5= &, 39 HOHE U6 fHaer 9t Uz €8 3, A
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Dayal Das son of Mai Das, grandson of Balu, great grandson of Mulla was
executed by royal orders along with the Guru Sahib on Maghar Sudi 5, 1732 BK.
(11 November, 1675) at the Chandni Chowk, Delhi. Also executed with him were
Sati Das and Mati Das, sons of Hira Mai Chhibbar Brahmins of Bhagwat got.
Punjabi Version

fen® TH ST HTEE™H &, UST 4§ I8, USUST H® 9 & SH HI8 a
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Many other extracts from Bhat Vahis concerning the Guru period and later
Mughal period can be given. All of them have great historical value. They may
solve many of our problems involved in the study of our Gurus and hence deserve
a careful investigation.

Conit...
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The Ghadar Party Centennial
A Fresh Look at Freedom Movement in
the 19th Century -The Ghadrite Movement

-S. Jagmohan Singh Gill*
BY THE END OF 19TH CENTURY, the condition of Indian people had
deteriorated. After 1857, India's protest was either repressed or marginalized by the
British rule. It was one of the darkest periods of Indian history. People lost the
political will and wisdom; they were even unsure of getting their daily meal. Most
of the land was barren, for want of proper irrigational facilities. The grain output
was low owing to semi-arid soil, and consequently there was no scope for rise in
people's income; neither did they have any fresh opportunity of employment. The
British administration was harsh and unsympathetic. New taxes were imposed at
regular intervals, even as there was no one to listen to public grievances.
Emigration: Land and livestock had to be sold to moneylenders and many had to
seek livelihood in other professions. Position was aggravated by a series of failures
of monsoons during the years 1895 to 1910, resulted in famine in regions which
depended on rain. It was these areas of East Punjab from where first emigration
started. From 1885 to 1904 few people went to Canada and U.S.A. in search of
employment. Most of these emigrants, being unskilled, were employed in mines,
sawmills and as farmhands or pickers in the orchards. Many were employed in
Canadian Pacific Railway. The most popular settlement remained British Columbia
in Canada and California in the United States. By seeing some greener pastures and
spreading stories of these countries' wealth and prosperity, more people of their
brotherhood came here from India. Here they were impressed with their new home's
richness and prospect of good employment and scope to earn additional wages.
From 1904 many people started moving towards some of these places. Till year
1910 estimated number of Indians who disembarked in this area was around ten
thousand mostly from rural Punjab.
Prosperity/Discrimination: Initially the white people recognized the hard work

*Kolkata, (Email: jagmohan_s_gill@yahoo.co.in, Mob: 9831059675)
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done by Indians, but gradually Indians rose financially, started buying properties

and they established themselves. This worried them and made them alert to think
that prolonged stay of Indians might make them insecure. Thus out of jealousy and
lack of confidence they started thinking of how to stop their migration to their country.
Now they started ill-treatment of Indians in their work places and settlement locations.
Indians were not allowed to enter in

any good hotel. They were taunted as slaves, coming from a subserviant country.
Role of local government was rigid and it generally treated Indians as second class
citizens.

In this crucial time, whenever Indians gathered they discussed their fate. Strong
resentment grew among Indians. New thoughts emerged. They started thinking of
making a collective organization. In U.S.A. at Stockton and in Canada at Vancouver
and Victoria Indians constructed Gurdwaras. Initially, Principal Teja Singh, Jwala
Singh Thotia and Sant Wasakha Singh took an active part in this regard. In Gurdwaras
the religious and social problems of the community were discussed but later on,
numerous meeting highlighting political problems were held. Every Indian, Hindus
and Muslims, alike were invited to participate in Gurpurabs like Birthday of Sri
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Thus Gurdwaras became epicenter for the Indians to mobilize
political movements against white people's tyranny.

In Punjab, however, pro-British Mahants and Jathedars spread many incorrect
information about Ghadrites. They were portrayed as atheist (non -believers in God).
But it is clear fact that Ghadris' followed ideology of Dharam-Karam (religious life)
in accordance with the teachings of great Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji's Reht Nama in
their daily life. They laid emphasis on " Subh Karman Te Kabhu Na Taro" ( not to
deviate from right path) "Nischai Kar Apni Jit Karo" (make sure to win). Majority
of Sikhs along with some Hindus and Muslim brethrens joined hands obeying Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji's teaching of "Ek Pita Ekas Ke Hum Barik" (every human
being is child of the same Almighty). They followed basic principles of Sikhismi.e.
secularism. They were well aware and foiled the attempt that had been trying to sow
seeds of discontent and divisions in their ranks. Numeorus poems were written at
that time. Including these ones in the '‘Ghadr Ki Goonj' journal clearly reflect their
feelings like

HY gt & fan 5o 3T &7
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Means -People falsely fight in name of religion, No one is bothered about true
Lord. And

&t B I 837 39=E @

Means - We don't need Pandit's and Kazi's, neither we want to drown our ship
(fight for freedom) Now there is no time for rituals, now it's high time to carry the
sword for our holy cause. Actually this was continuity of the fight since the time of
Guru's against tyranny, injustice, inequality, suppression done by the ruling class
(from Mughals to British).

In the month of June 1912 a special gathering was held. Baba Jwala Singh,
Baba Arur Singh Chuharchak, Baba Nidhan Singh Chugha , Baba Sohan Singh
Bhakna, Kartar Singh Sarabha, Karam Singh Cheema, Hardayal and other patriots
were the main architects and took a lead role to arrange this meeting. The problems
of Indians were discussed deeply. Main agenda was to get rid of the British from
motherland. Thus the Ghadr party was founded in May 1913 to attain freedom for
India. Its name was initially the

Pacific Coast Hindustan Association. Its head quarters was set up in San
Francisco (U.S.A)).

The associates pledged themselves to work for a government in India based on
principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. Bhai Bhagwan Singh worked day and
night for this purpose. Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna and Lala Hardayal became its
founder president and general secretary. Many of the members were students of
University of California at Berkeley like Hardayal, Taraknath Das, Maulavi
Barkatullah, Kartar Singh Sarabha and V.G.Pingle. Their main slogan was "We
were not Sikhs or Punjabi. Our religion is patriotism". Ghadar Party started its fight
to do away with British rule from the soil of India with complete secular ideology.
This entire movement organized by Ghadr party and its newspaper, is known as
Ghadr movement or revolution in history .Those were turbulent and furious days.
They battled against every form of discrimination.

It was really a time when history of struggle for freedom movement had begun
with the new philosophy of life. Ghadr Party's branches spread all over the country.
Publication of Ghadr newspaper in Punjabi language was started from November
1913. Editor of this newspaper was Lala Hardayal. In this there was a special column
published under heading 'Ghadr- Di -Gunj'. It contained very emotional poems on
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freedom. This created a new spirit amongst fellow Indians. In this weekly paper the
caption was carried on the masthead: Angreezi Raj Ka Dushman (an enemy of the
British rule). " Wanted brave soldiers", the Ghadr declared, "to stir up rebellion in
India; Pay-death; Pension- liberty; Field of battle-India ". In short span of time this
paper started publishing in other major Indian languages like Urdu, Hindi and Marathi.

Ghadr Party grew stronger in the subsequent years. Spirit of party workers
grew by leaps and bounds, they had only one thought in mind i.e. go back to their
native land and fight for the independence of India. Leaders of the party sacrificed
their earnings and belongings for the sake of the Ghadar Party. Young energetic
Kartar Singh Sarabha dedicated his service day and night for this purpose; he even
took the training of flying the plane. News of World War I (1914-18) started pouring
in. The Ghadr Party leaders thought that this was the best time to making India free
from British control. The major political party of India had made up its mind to lend
support to the British war efforts.

Some of the biggest centres of the Ghadr party were already in Punjab and
Bengal, but these units did not grow as per the expectations of its leaders. India was
possibly still not ready to appreciate the forward looking Ghadr political strategy
and ideology. The mindset of people was not yet to the height which the leaders
expected from their countrymen.

"The Revolutionaries"!

In spite of these gaps between aspirations and attainments of their countrymen,
the spirit of Ghadr leaders was at its peak. Kartar Singh Sarabha started spreading
message of fighting against British among Indian armed forces. It was planned that
a section of the Indian army would be arranging the carrying of arms by the Ghadr
party. It was also arranged that the party men would snatch arms from the different
British Cantonments. After collection of sufficient amount of arms and ammunition,
those Indian soldiers possibly looked forward to join the struggle for freedom. We
can rightfully claim that during these years of World War I the Ghadr party had
demonstrated their great dedication and courage in fighting for India's struggle far
away from homes. They possibly sent a wake-up call. After being sure of support
from a section of the Indian Army, around six to seven thousand party workers
sailed back to the motherland to liberate it in year 1914. In accordance with their
earlier plan, the Ghadris outlined programs of looting ammunition from the
cantonments of Meerut, Lahore, Ferozepur, Kapurthala and other centres. The



Gurdwara Gazette 81 Assu (September 2020)

Ghadris organized several underground meetings in different parts of Punjab. Thus
three sub-centres emerged like Sanghwaal in Doaba region, Sur-Singh in Majha
region and Dhudike in Malwa region. Here decisions were made which later on
were implemented by the Ghadri's. But a significant number of traitors were not
missing in their ranks.

Big attacks were laid by Ghadris , many of them were arrested while some
went underground. A big action was planned secretly by them to be taken on 21st
February 1915 which was later on disclosed to the British by a traitor named Kirpal
Singh. So knowing this the party preponed the date to 19thFebruary. The police on
the the other hand started arresting Ghadrites from every nook and corner. Thus this
plan didn't succeed. Jagat Singh, Harnam Singh Tundilaat and Kartar Singh Sarabha
moved as far as the borders of Afghanistan, but they thought that this way they
should not leave their fellow freedom fighters. So they made up their mind of going
back to Punjab. Some army officers found them while delivering lectures at Sargodha.
It led to the arrest of many of them. It led to large-scale police search in different
parts of Punjab and elsewhere in India.

Many of their front ranking leaders were arrested by the British police. These
revolutionaries were tried by special tribunals constituted under the Defence of India
Act. The Ghadrites were tried under First Lahore Conspiracy Case, Second Lahore
Conspiracy

Case, Mandi State Conspiracy Case, the Rawalpindi Bomb Case and other
similar cases. Many of them were either executed or send to cellular jails of Andaman
and many other jails of the country.

The Spirit of Bengal: Sachindernath Sanyal writes that during the period of
1914-15 around seven thousand Ghadris came back to the country to liberate it
from the British. Out of these large numbers, possibly not more than twenty five to
thirty would be Hindus and Muslim. In his assessment, the rest were Sikhs (i.e.
more than ninety nine percent were Sikhs). Sanyal argued that owing to the protesting
and fighting instinct against oppression, suppression and injustice, the Sikhs had
reason to revolt against British rule.

Many were arrested and put behind bars in Lahore, Montgomery, Multan,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Hazaribagh, Nagpur and other places. There they
suffered inhuman torture. Some of them were hanged, many got life imprisonment.
In India they were given most rigorous punishments. Many went back to foreign
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lands, some went underground in jungles. Their families were ruined, properties
were seized and their lives became miserable. Later on these Ghadrites remained
the backbone to many other radical social and political movements till India had
attained her freedom. By going through their life and their different sacrifices in
such a big way, this part of the struggle for independent can be termed as the Golden
Era of the Freedom Movement.

Calcutta was the main transit point for these all great men who went to North
America and came back to their native land. In North America, some Bengali
revolutionaries

like Taraknath Das, Surendramohan Bose, Virendra Chattopadhyay, Sukumar
Chatterjee, C.K. Chakraborty took part and guided the Ghadar movement. Eminent
Bengali revolutionaries like Rashbehari Bose, Sachinder Nath Sanyal and others
always championed their cause. They were the pioneers in guiding the Ghadrites
for the country's armed struggle. They stayed for a brief period in Lahore and travelled
through Punjab at length. The Komaghata Maru massacre took place near Kolkata
at Budge Budge Ghat where many passengers were killed as a result of police firing
as the entry of these revolutionaries was restricted. This chapter is a very important
part of the Ghadr Movement. Many Ghadrites, like Baba Gurdit Singh (leader of
Komaghata Maru massacre at Budge Budge), Baba Munsha Singh Dukhi (renowned
Punjabi poet and founder of Punjabi Literary Organization named 'Kavi Kutiya'
which later on became the heart of Punjabi Sahit Sabha

Kolkata), Sudagar Singh Bhikhari (a noted poet) Teja Singh Safri (from village
Sarabha and associate of Kartar Singh Sarabha),

Raghubir Singh Bir (freedom fighter and Sikh philosopher who was said to be
in spired from Ghadri Babas) and many others made Calcutta their second home.
They took the leading role in organizing Punjabi community of Bengal to fight for
freedom by joining hands with their Bengali brothers. Let us all organise Centenary
programs across the world and give these great people our homage by spreading
their great deeds of valor and patriotism to all our countrymen. The awareness should
be made at every level of our society. The slogan which is written in Punjabi "Jado
Tusi Ghar Jawo Ta Dasna Ki Asi Tuhade 'Kal' Layi, Apna 'Aaj' Waar Dita Hai"
truly reflcts their memorable sacrifices. -
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