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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 January
17 January

18 January
19 January

22 January

24 January

25 January

26 January

30 January
31 January

4 February

10 February

15 February

(16" January to 15" February)

Parkash Purab of Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib. (16-1-1630)
The Govt. accepted Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
as the new name of Gurdwara Central Board. (17.1.1927)
Sher Singh (younger son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh) declared as
Mabharaja. (18.1.1841)
Sikhs won Keys Agitation and the Governement handed over
the keys to Sikhs. (19.1.1922)
Delhi court awarded death sentence to Bhai Satwant Singh, Bhai
Kehar Singh and Balbir Singh in Indira Gandhi murder case.

(22.1.1986)
129 members of SGPC and over one lac Sikhs took a vow at
Akal Takht Sahib to sacrifice their lives for forming Punjabi
Suba. (24.1.1960)
A Sikh Jatha reached to Tarn Taran Sahib and the hired gangsters
of Mahant attacked on Sikhs. Several Sikhs got injured including
Bhai Hazara Singh and Bhai Hukam Singh. (25.1.1921)
Baba Deep Singh Shaheed born in Pahuwind, Amritsar.

(26-1-1682)
Martyrdom of Bhai Haqgiqat Rai. (30.1.1742)
Ban on the Sikh sword was withdrawn and a notification was
released that Kirpan was not a weapon. (31.1.1936)

Bhai Hukam Singh of Wajau Kot (Gurdaspur) who had been
injured on January 25, 1921 at Tarn Taran, died. (04.02.1921)
The Sikhs lost the Anglo-Sikh battle at Sabhraon because of
treason of Lal Sinh, Teja Sinh and Gulab Sinh Dogra and S.
Sham Singh Attariwala got martyrdom. (10.2.1846)
Shiromani Akali Dal won with huge difference in SGPC
elections. (15.2.1939)
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In continuation with the last edition:

History of the Sikh Gurus
(Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji)
-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi’

We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
History of the Stkh Gurus’by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).

Asked his followers to keep themselves in living separateness

He asks his disciples to keep themselves in living separateness (as long as the
Khalsa keeps up its living separateness, it will enjoy all my prestige). By living
separateness, he meant that his disciples having raised themselves to the ideals he
had set for them, should be conscious of it and be constantly vigilant that they were
not swallowed up by the environment whose improvement was yet to be effected.
This was a unique contribution, because it has been observed that the culture-pattern
which gives up its living separateness and neglects its self defence will be swallowed
up.

His ideas about religion were also striking and tinged with the revolutionary
fervour. He repeatedly pointed out that his religion did not consist in turning
increasingly towards the veiled stones, nor in approaching altars nor in throwing
one self prostrated on the ground, nor in raising the hands before the gods, nor
deluging the temples with the blood of the beasts, nor in heaping vows, but in
beholding the height of God within a peaceful soul in dedicating one's mind, heart
and soul to the service of humanity, which is the highest manifestation of the spirit
of God.

"Ascetics who eat dirty food are no better than filth eating swines.

Yogis who pride in besmearing themselves with ashes are no better that donkeys
and elephants that bespatter themselves with dust,

Recluses who retire to the grave-yards

Are no better than jackals howling in the crematory

Solitaire monks who live in remote monastries
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Are like owls living in deserted houses;
Anohrites waste life in vows of silence;
In what way are they better than the deer who lives and dies in silence in the
forest.
What avails giving five calls in the name of religion
The Jackal cries time and again in the bitter cold night
Without enlightenment and divine knowledge
The fool sinks into the pit of hell
How can one attain divine wisdom
Without faith, love and devotion. (Sri Guru Gobind Snigh ji, Akal Ustat)
Champion of the People's Cause
It is an admitted fact that continuity in progress can be assured if the people at
the helm of affairs of the society are not allowed to form a privileged class. It has
been abserved that such people are thrown up to lead a society by the society itself,
then they become privileged and concentrate their energies to safeguard their
privileges instead of identifying themselves with the interest of the people as a whole.
Such people block the progress. The Guru correctly understood all this. In Bachittar
Natak He exposes different saints and leaders coming up on the stage of the world
and instead of leading it to a higher destination delimit their activities and form their
respective coteries, caring little for the welfare of the human race as a whole. The
Guru bemoans the truth, (the Guru used the word 'Par Brahm') is abjured and
falsehood is followed. (Par Brahma kineh Na Pehchana). Humanity thus is not
benefited. The Guru constantly endeavoured to keep his action and teachings
continously linked with progress and turned his face against the privileged people.
This he did before Rosseau wrote his 'social contract' and 150 years before Marx
formulated his Menifesto. The Guru said:
All the battles I have won, against tyranny
And I have fought with the devoted backing of these people
Through them only have I been able to bestow gifts
Through their help I have escaped harm
The love and generosity of these Sikhs have enriched my heart and love;
Through their grace [ have attained all learning
Through their help, in battles, I have slaim many enemies
I was born to serve them, through them I reached eminence
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What would I have been without their kind and ready help?

There are millions of insignificant creatures like me.

(Sri Guru Gobind Snigh ji, Dasam Granth)

Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji was the first prophet in world history to identify
himself completely with the will and destiny of the people and to give them a place
higher than the highest. By doing this, he made them creative. Lest they should
become privileged class or vested interest themselves, he filled their minds with the
spirit of cosmopolitanism. He uttered to them:

All men have the same human form

In all men blazes the same divine light. (Guru Gobind Singh ji- Akal Ustat)

When the order of the Khalsa was ushered in on the Baisakhi day, "many
Brahmins and Khatri followers murmured but the condemned race rejoiced.... The
murmurs of the twice-born increased and many took their departure but Sri Guru
Gobind Singh ji exclaimed that the lowly should be raised and that hereafter the
despised should dwell next to himself." (History of the Sikhs, page 64 ptd. 1849).

"The big ladder with which the Guru used to raise the people high was in the
form of self dignity of man".

"Tremendous change was effected in the whole tone of national charactor.
Even those people who had been considered as dregs of humanity were changed as
only by magic into something rich and strange".

"The last apostle of the Sikhs effectively roused the dormant energies of
vanquished people and filled them with a lofty, thoughtful longing for social freedom
and national ascendency, the proper adjuncts of that purity of worship which had
been preached by Nanak." (Cunningham : History of Sikhs p.75)

Mission of Guru Gobind Singh ji
The Guru in Bachittar Natak says:
I shall now tell my history,
How God brought me into the world as I was performing penance.
On the mountain of Hem Kunt

When God gave me the order
I assumed birth in this Kal Age
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I did not desire to come,
As my attention was fixed on God's feet
God remonstrated earnestly with me
And sent me into this world with the following order:-
"When I created this world
I first made the demons who became enemies and oppressors
They became intoxicated with the strength of their arms
And ceased to worship Me, the Supreme Being
I became angry and atonce destroyed them.
In their place I established the gods:

They also busied themselves with receiving sacrifices and worship,

And called themselves supreme being

I have cherished thee as My son

And created thee to extend my religion

Go and spread my religion there,

And restrain the world from senseiessness."

Understand this, ye holy men, in your souls

I assumed birth for the purpose of spreading the faith,

saving the saints

And extirprating all tyrants'

From the reading of the above excerpt from Bachittar Natak, it emerges that
Guru considers himself commissioned by God to spread God's religion, to save the
saints and to extirpate the tyrants. Whether God commissioned him or not, that is a
question to be decided by theologians; but as a student of history, it becomes cear to
us firstly that the Guru had a mission to which he was committed and secondly he
wanted to play the role of saviour. Dr. G.C. Narang says that He (Guru) seems to
have been deeply impressed by the idea which runs throughout the Puranic literature,
the idea of the saviour appearing from time to time to uphold righteousness and
destroy the oppressor and rescue the weak and innocent. Whether the Guru was
impressed by the Puranic idea or it was just his own conviction, is a matter which
requires deep probing, but one thing is clear that this idea was in tune with the calls
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of the times. Dr. I.B. Bannerjee remarks,"The sad plight in which he (The Guru)
found his followers as well as the Hindus in general, religious strifes brought about
by the persecuting policy of Aurangzeb, the prevailing corruption, ignorance and
superstition and his own personal resentment at his father's execution must have
generated in his mind and earnest conviction that this was undoubtedly the time for
the rise of a saviour and his strong impulses and the force of circumstances in which
he was placed soon led him to work himself up into a belief that he himself was the
man the times need."?

The Guru throughout his life lived this mission. He never shirked upholding
goodness even at the risk of his life. There is not even a single example of dichotomy
between his mission and his action. Even in the field when the enemies were
unflinching in their determination to destroy his disciples, he would not waver in
upholding the principle of goodness and of nobleness. This thing was clearly visible
in his attitude, in his thinking and in his actions.

In fact this thing was the central theme of Guru ji's actions. Battles he fought
but did not occupy even an inch of territory--his purpose being only to teach a
lesson to the unjust enemy. He used his sword and allowed his followers to use it,
but only for the protection of the poor and the helpless. All his wars were of the
nature of 'Dharamyudh’, the fight for dharma-righteousness. He never allowed the
moral content to disappear from his actions.

Bhai Kanhiya gave water to a soldier belonging to the enemy's camp. The
Sikhs got infuriated at and reported the matter to the Guru. To the surprise of all, the
Guru patted him and said that he had recognised the right path.

Irvine and other scholars, mostly belonging to the 18th century state that the
Guru's precepts prohibited all friendships with Muhammadans.* This is obviously
wrong. The Guru perfectly understood that he was fighting against the Mughal
Empire which was unjust and had lately become tyrannous, and not against the
Muslims as such.

Amongst the best friends of the Guru were the Muslims such as Pir Budhu
Shah who sacrificed all his four sons for the sake of the Guru, and Ghani Khan and
Nabi Khan without whose help the Guru might have not been able to effect his
escape from Machhiwara. Gough is absolutely right when he remarks that the Empire
rather than Islam was the object of his anomosity is shown by his readiness to make
use of the services of Pathan mercenaries.
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He was not the enemy of Islam

Irvine and many other scholars have jumped to the wrong conclusion because
in the circumstances of the eighteenth century, the fine distinction referred to above,
was difficult to maintain and it ceased to be valid for all practical purposes. The
Mughal Government had become rotten to the core and it was becoming futile any
longer to expect any justice from its officials. One trouble led to another and the
Sikhs soon found themselves in the midst of a never-ending quarrel with the
Mahammadans. This struggle inevitably coloured the views of the later writers and
principles were attributed to the Guru, which find no support in his life and writings:*
Nor was his mission to protect Hindu Dharma

Nor did he fight for the protection of the Hindus. Bullah Shah says in one of
his couplets that if Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji had not taken birth, most of the Hindus
(particularly those of northern India) might have embraced Islam.

Similarly Santokh Singh asserts "Malechas would have would have flourshied,
and Hindus would have been ruined, and the religion of the Vedas and Purans,
would have been drowned, if Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji, exalted like Brahma did
not come down as an Avtara of Vishnu."

True that Hinduism was saved; but it happened as a part of bigger scheme of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh. Aurangzeb, with all his might, was determined to convert
Dar-ul-Harb (the land of the infidels) into Dar-ul-Islam (the land of the faithful).
The Guru by arming his disciples and arousing them to resist the Mughals, set an
example for the other Hindus that even the fear of Aurangzeb and the temptations of
his offices failed to attract them to his faith.

As a matter of fact, it is most unfair to think that the Guru could have been the
sworn enemy of a community or a class.

Guru was cosmopolitan in outlook and in action

The Guru was a cosmopolitan in outlook and believed in the evolution of
composite culture consisting of the best that was there in different types of traditions
in this country or countries. The Guru spells out his point-of-view in the following
lines:

"The temple and the mosque are the same; the Hindu worship and the Muslman
prayer are the same; all men are the same; it is through error they appear different...
Muslmans and Hindus adopt their customary dresses of their different countries. All
men have the same eyes, the same ears, the same body, the same build a compound
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of earth, air, fire and water."

"Allah and Abhakh are the same, the Purans and the Quarans are the same;
they are all alike; it is the one God who created all."

The only thing that may be mentioned against the above belief of the Guru is
the vendetta that he pursued against Wazir Khan of Sirhind but that was a different
matter altogether, for to let Wazir Khan go unpunished would have been to deny the
very basis of his creed which was (as already mentioned), that tyrants must be
punished. Yet while believing, however, in his Heaven-ordained mission, he took
care to see that his followers did not fall into the old Hindu weaknesses of deifying
their leader. He emphatically asserted that he was human, and that to pay divine
honours to him would be blasphemous:

Whoever syas I am the Lord

Shall fall into the pit of Hell

Recognise me as God's servant only

Have no doubt whatever about this

I am a servant of the Supreme

A beholder of the wonders of this creation.

Builder Par-Excellence

Another great thing in the Guru was, that he was a builder par-excellence. He
understood the exact nature of the challenges and fashioned suitable response to
them. The society was in tight grip of caste prejudices, feudalistic tendencies,
economic inequities, injustice, particularism, obscurantism, despotic tendencies,
Islamic imperialism and inter-religious-groups tensions.

All these things had sapped the vitality of the people. The Guru fashioned a
fitting response to these challenges. He made efforts to inculcate democratic ideas,
spirit of social and economic equality, sense of justice, besides building the national
will to fight and resist evil in any shape. A few half-hearted attempts had already
been made by Sufis and Bhaktas, but the real beginning had been made only by the
Sikh Gurus. Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji brought about their culmination. He did not
stop at preaching and setting his own example but he set float an organisation to
perserve, perpetuate and consummate his programme. The organisation he evolved
was the Khalsa. According to A.C. Bannerjee, "The Guru's conception of the Khalsa
was fully democratic compact community, armed to the teeth, struggling to maintain
what is considered to be the right path and fighting incessantly and without
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compunction, tyranny and injustice in all their forms."

The creation of the Khalsa speaks volumes of the organising genius of the
Guru. It was atonce a social pattern, an instrument to further the cause of Sikhism, a
culmination of what the previous Gurus had thought and preached, a vision to be
translated into reality in future. Cunningham writes "Nanak disengaged his little
society of worshipers from Hindu idolatry and Mohammedans" superstitious and
placed them free on basis of religion and moral point. Sri Guru Amar Das ji preserved
the infant community from reducing self into a sect of quetists or ascetics. Arjun
gave his increasing followers a written rule of conduct and civil organisation. Sri
Guru Hargobind Sahib added it to the use of arms, and military system; Sri Guru
Gobind Singh ji bestowed upon a distinct political existence and inspired them with
the desire of being socially free and naturally independent.® But a mass of wax
figures bearing the same hall mark and dressed up in the same fashion could not
form an effective machine. He, therefore, declared that the Sikhs were under the
special protection of God, and wherever five of them were present God was present
there also.

They were further impressed upon with the idea that they were born to conquer.
The Guru was an embodiment of hoep and confidence, and his followers were
saturated with the same belief. The new salutation among the Sikhs was to be Wahe
Guru ji ka Khalsa, Wahe Guru ji ki Fateh (The Lord's is the Khalsa, the Lord's be
the victory). A strong conviction of one's being the chosen instrument of God, and
the confidence it inspires, are the strongest guarantees of success and the Guru had
given these guarantees to his followers.

They were asked to eschew caste and trible-prejudices and entertain the ideal
of democratic equality thereby enabling them to achieve unity which is the first step
towards evolution of nationalism and cosmopolitanism. He supplemented this moral
force by some other ordinances which are as under:-

(i) All the Sikh names were to end alike, as they do upto now, in the word
‘Singh'.

(i1) All had to follow one form of salutation.

(ii1) There was to be no external objects of homage except the Granth.

(iv) The multiplicity of Hindu places of pilgrimage was too great to encourage
nation's unity, so the Guru fixed upon Amritsar as the chief place of pilgrimage for
the Sikhs; and that town has ever since been the Mecca of the followers of the Guru.
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(v) "The Guru was a philosopher" says Cunningham, "and understod fully
how the imagination of men could be wrought upon. He thoroughly realised the
hypnotising power of certain external form and symbols and knew what an inspiration,
men often receive from a change in their outward appearances. He made it a rule
that the Sikhs should keep five Kakas i.e. to say Kesh-hair, Kangha-Comb, Kirpan-
sword, Kara-steel bracelet and Kuchehra-nicker brocker.
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(o) NS A S R S A

Conti....

The devotees are requested to bring the ' PAVAN BIRS'
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for SANSKAR) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gur dwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji ‘Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the 'SANGAT" for the Holy Sri
Guru Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritar Sahib
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