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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 Oct.
17 Oct.

19 Oct.

20 Oct.

21 Oct.
22 Oct.

24 Oct.

25 Oct.

27 Oct.

28 Oct.

(16™ October to 15" November)

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur born in Rajouri (Kashmir). (16-10-1670)
(a) The Sikhs defeated Ahmed Shah Durrani at Amritsar. (17-10-1762)
(b) All Parties launched protest in Chandigarh for the return of

Chandigarh to Punjab. (17-10-1969)

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee decided to take

keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar Sahib back from Sardar Sunder

Singh Ramgarhia. (19-10-1921)
(a) Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia passed away. (20-10-1783)
(b) Chief Khalsa Diwan formed a religious committee to finalise Sikh
Reht Maryada. (20-10-1910)
(c) Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh, a member of the Caretaker Jatha of Akal Takht
Sahib called Sarbat Khalsa to form S.G.P.C. (20-10-1920)
Maha Kavi Bhai Santokh Singh passed away. (21-10-1844)

(a) Sarbat Khalsa gathering held at Akal Takht Sahib and passed a
Gurmata to punish Akil Das (Harbhagat Niranjania). (22-10-1761)
(b) Anand Marriage Act (Act No. VII of 11.1909) became law.
(22-10-1909)
Giani Kartar Singh resigned from the Punjab Cabinet to contest
S.G.P.C. election. He formed Sadh Sangat Board. The main leaders
were Giani Kartar Singh, Gopal Singh Khalsa, Gen. Mohan Singh,
Amar Singh Dosanjh and Basant Singh Moga etc.  (24-10-1959)
(a) Raja Salahi Chand of Basali died. Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji visited
Basali to join his last prayer. (25-10-1702)
(b) Babbar Akali Bhai Dhanna Singh got martyrdom.  (25-10-1923)
(a) Sri Guru Gobind Singh left Paonta Sahib for Anandpur Sahib.
(27-10-1688)
(b) Jathedar Darshan Singh Pheruman died after hunger strike of 78 days.
(27-10-1969)
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji left for Anandpur Sahib after
spending a night at Kapal Mochan. (28-10-1688)
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30 Oct.

31 Oct.

1 Now.
2 Nov.
4 Nov.

5 Nov.
7 Nov.

8 Nov.

9 Nov.

10 Nov.

11 Nov.

12 Nov.

(a) Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji left Talwandi Sabo for Nanded.
(30-10-1706)
(b) Chief Khalsa Diwan was formed and Bhai Arjan Singh Bagrian
elected its first President. (30-10-1902)
In the revenge of attack on Sri Darbar Sahib Amritsar and Akal Takht
Sahib Bhai Beant Singh and Bhai Satwant Singh killed Indira Gandhi

the Prime Minister of India. (31-10-1984)
Punjabi Suba was formed. (1-11-1966)
Birthday of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (2-11-1780)
Dogras killed Maharaja Kharak Singh son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
by giving poision. (4-11-1840)
Maharaja Naunihal Singh murdered by Dogras. (5-11-1840)
British Government seized the keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar
Sahib. (7-11-1921)

R.E. Egeraton, the Governor of Punjab wrote a letter to Viceroy Lord
Rippon that not to grant the contol of Sikh Shrines to a body thatis
free from Governmental control. (8-11-1881)
Sardar Parkash Singh Badal released the Manifesto of Shiromani
Akali Dal demanding autonomy for Punjab. Defence, Foreign
Affairs, Currency and Tele-communication should be under center

but the rest should be under Punjab. (9-11-1989)
(a) Weekly Punjabi News Paper "Gurmukhi Akhbar" launched by
Prof. Gurmukh Singh. (10-11-1880)

(b) Bhim Sen Sachar the Chief Minister of Punjab apologized for the
entry of Police into Sri Darbar Sahib complex on july 4, 1955.
(10-11-1955)
(a) Martyrdom of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, Bhai Mati Das ji,

Bhai Sati Das ji and Bhai Dyala ji. (11-11-1675)
(b) Martyrdom of Baba Deep Singh ji and thousands of Sikhs at
Amritsar. (11-11-1757)

Bhai Lakhi Shah Wanzara did set his house on fire for the Cremation
of the body of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. Where Gurdwara
Raqab Ganj sahib (Delhi) is situated. (12-11-1675)
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SRI GURU TEGH BAHADUR ]Ji
HOLY TRAVELS TO THE EAST

-S. JAGMOHAN SINGH (GILL)*

Barh

Barh town divided in two parts by National Highway 31. The older section
seems to be on bank of the river Ganga. This place is about 70 kilometres east from
Patna. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji stayed here while going towards Dacca. A Gurdwara
is under the management of Takht Patna Sahib is in the old market place of Barh
Bazar near Teraha More which was devastated in the 1934 earthquake. No repairing
or reconstruction has been done. There is Sri Guru Granth Sahib and Janam-Sakhi
of Bhai Bala. It is located just opposite to Vaisnodham Mandir and on the left is Jain
Mandir. Bhai Kanahiya Singh alias Kamdahia Singh was last Granthi, now-a-days
his wife Bibi Kulwant Kaur has been taking care of this Gurdwara since his demise.

Munger- Pakki Sangat

This Sangat on Belan Bazar on Pipal-Patti Road is very old and commemorates
the travel of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji during his visits to Dacca and Assam. There
1s a bed said to be extant from Guru Ji's time. There are two hand-written, one old
printed and one newly printed Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The correspondence made of
Guru Tegh Bahadur with prominent Sikhs named 'Hukumnama' found in Munger
describes the stay and underscores the importanceof this place in Sikh annals. There
are two 'samadhis' of very early Mahants, Baba Pardeshi Ram and Baba Videshi
Ram. The descendants of the Mahants are the present care-takers. There is Nishan
Sahib erected at the initiative of a devout Sikh, Jagat Singh.

Bhagalpur

This is another important place where both Sri Guru Nanak Sahib and Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji stayed in the course of their tour towards the east. Two
places worth mentioning are as follows-

Gurdwara Bari Sangat

Bari Sangat, said to be oldest is in Naya Bazar, Mahant Narayan Das Lane
(Mohan Press Galli) commemorates the travel of ninth Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur

*Honourary Incharge, Sikh Mission Kolkata (Poorvi Bharat), Dharam Parchar Committee,
(SGPC) Sri Amritsar. (Mob.: 9571059675)
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Sahib. Mahant Narayan Das was one of the Mahants about a hundred years ago.

Gurdwara Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Bari Sangat is on right side of 'Burha-
Nath Ghat' of the river Ganga on 'Sakhi-Chand Ghat'. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur is
said to have stayed here while going further east.

Chotti Sangat

This is a very important site in Jogsar Mohalla near Burhanath Mandir on the
banks of river Ganga. This is a very old Sangat said to be connected to the travels of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. The descendants of the Mahants can remember quite a
few Mahants chronologically. There is an old hand-written Sri Guru Granth Sahib
kept with due respect and sanctity.

Kantnagar

Guru Tegh Bahadur's Visit of Kantnagar - After one and a half century of Sri
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's travels, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji again visited this part of
India, obviously to rekindle the spirit of Sikhism. Where-ever the Ninth Guru went
he advised his followers to organize themselves into congregational circles and
follow the tenets of Sikhism with religious zeal. In 1666 Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji
arrived at the settlement of Kantnagar. Here he stayed for a few days and preached
the message of Sikhism among the people. Devotees came in large numbers and
joined the congregation. At that time a good number of people who embraced his
faith were subsequently came to be known as Nanak Panthis.Kantnagar was a big
and prosperous village. It is said that thirty-six watchmen (chowkidars) used to keep
round-the-clock vigil in this village. Situated on the left bank of the Ganga it was an
important river port at that time. After continuous floods, about hundred and fifty
years ago the place was went under waters. The Sikhs brought out Sri Guru Granth
Sahib and established a new Gurdwara in safer place called Laxmipur in memory of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji's visit.

As you enter through a huge gate built in memory of Guru Tegh Bahadur in
Laxmipur, you are immediately struck by its serenity and calmness besides the
imprints of Sikhism all around. One cannot fail to notice a vibrant village life which
is steeped in a unique kind of history, culture and heritage. Compared to other parts
of rural Bihar, it is an affluent settlement with an impressive presence of Sikhs.

Rajmahal

"Rajmahal Bhanu Behal Bhau Bhagat Gurmat Man Bhani, Sanmukh Sodhi
Badli Seth Gopale Gurmat Jaani".

As per the above line of Vaars of Bhai Gurdas ji, the prominent Sikhs during
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the time of Sri Guru Hargobind, Bhanu Behal, Badli Sodhi and Seth Gopal of
Rajmahal were well acquainted with the thoughts of the Gurus and were great
devotees of the Guru. This shows the importance of Sikhs of Rajmahal. Historically,
it was a very important place in the medieval period, and was well connected with
Patna and Dacca.

The town is on the banks of the river Ganga, bordering Bengal and Bihar
(now Jharkhand). In 1576, the Battle of Rajmahal was fought between Mughal
Emperor, Akbar and Sultan of Bengal, Daud Khan of Karani Dynasty. Daud Khan
was captured and later executed by the Mughals. Later, after the conquest of Odisha
in 1592, Raja Man Singh I, Mughal governor of Bengal Subah, came to Rajmahal.
He chose the site for his capital in 1595-96 because of its strategic command of the
Teliagarhi Pass and the river.

In 1608, the capital of Bengal was transferred to Dacca (now Dhaka,
Bangladesh). Raja Man Singh also renamed Rajmahal as 'Akbarnagar' as a tribute
to Emperor Akbar and also constructed palaces, gardens and mosques on behalf
of Mughal rulers. In 1639, Rajmahal regained its glory and was once more made
the capital of Bengal by Shah Shuja, governor of Bengal Subah and second son of
Emperor Shah Jahan. It continued as the seat of the Mughal Viceroy up to 1660 and
amint town till 1661.

Malda and Makhsudabad

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji visited both the places while moving farther east to
Dacca. Both were very famous towns thriving on silk and cotton industry. Traders
from all over the world thronged these places. A Gurdwara is situated in the Sarbari
area of old part of Malda town, situated on the confluence of the Mahananda and
Kalindi rivers. Malda was the capital of Bengal and known as Goud,in the early
medieval times. It is diagonally opposite to Rajmahal.

Makshudabad is on the banks of the river Bhagirathi. Owing to it its strategic
location it became the capital of Subah Bengal being shifted, from Dacca during the
term of Murshid Quli Khan in the early 18th century and name of the town was
changed to Murshidabad. There was a Gurdwararun by Udasi saints, but now it

doesn't exist.
Dacca
"Chaale Sanmukh Desh Bangale, Dundabhi Baaje Shabd Vishale".
In "Suraj Prakash" Bhai Santokh Singh writes "When Guru Ji starts from Patna
to Dacca, passing big towns on the river Ganga like Munger, Bhagalpur loud sound
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of 'nagaara’ (drums) was made in the respect of Guruji".

In 1666 AD Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji visited Dacca, among the most
prosperous of South Asian provinces. Bengal was a magnet for traders from Britain
in 17th century under the Mughal Governor Shaista Khan. Guru Ji was accorded a
warm and rousing welcome by the local Sangat as well as the influential Nawab
Saishta Khan, brother of Empress Mumtaz Mahal, wife of Shah Jahan. The areas
like Sangat-tolla where Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji is said to have stayed during his
prolonged visit were exclusive Sikh Mohallas. During this visit of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur ji the Sangat of Dacca was called Hazuri Sangat. Bhai Natha and Bulaki
Das made arrangements for the stay of the Ninth Master, during this visit
between1666 and 1670 approximately with some breaks for visiting other places.

As per the census report of 1830 the number of Sikhs (they all were Khatris)
was around 1100 out of 32,000 Hindus. In the mid-19th century eminent Sikh
chronicler, Giani Gian Singh, stayed in Dacca for about seventeen months
researching on Sikhism of Dacca and East India. In his account, "Twarikh Guru
Khalsa", he gives a foot note on Dacca. He states that local Sikhs were very much
pleased with him owing to his missionary and dedicated zeal for the cause of Sikhism.
They offered him their daughters and settle there for the benefit of local Sikhs. Giani
ji of course declined, as he had taken upon himself the mission of his life to spread
Sikhism. There was a big house at No 14 Shreesh Das Lane at Sangat Tolla of
Bangla Bazar. This was known as 'Sikher Bari' which means the House of Sikhs.
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji made it his residence-cum-preaching centre during his
long stay at Dacca. In those days a Portuguese company also existed at SangatTolla
area. It was mostly inhabited by Sikh Sangat staying in many houses of this locality
even before Independence.

The Sikhs of Dacca were well connected with the Sikhs of East India, especially
Patna Sahib. Patna Sahib's private retinue of army was sent to Dacca many times on
various missions. One Sikh, named Bhai Mohan Singh, was appointed Diwan of
Chittagong in the second quarter of 18th century during the reign of Nawab Murshid
Quli Khan. Noted Historian, Dr Tirlochan Singh, observed, "Diwan Mohan Singh
was no less a pious Sikh than a brave soldier and an able administrator. He made
good opportunity and established more than a dozen of Sangats within his jurisdiction
and attached Jagirs to one and all of them".

Eastern Bengal District Gazetteers by B.C. Allen, published in the early 20th
century, give some description of the Guru's visit to Dacca and about the Sikhs, "Sri
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Guru Tegh Bahadur ji visited Dacca, and there is a Sikh temple at Shujatpur near
the Ramna. The Sangat at Sangat tolla close to Sutrapur is now the chief place of
worship but pious Sikhs still visit the ruins at Jafarabad where there is a well whose
waters are thought to have curative powers".

Importance of Dacca for the Sikhs dates back to the visit of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji in his first Udasi to spread the message of truth, righteousness and other
human values to live on this earth peacefully. The Sangat of Dacca was illuminated
by his effulgent message. Many places are said to be linked with the Guru's tour
and wells were sunk to provide fresh drinking water to his followers and common
people alike. It is said that the colour of water changed thrice in a day and local
Bengalis treated it with pious belief that Thakur Nanak (they address Sri Guru Nanak
Sahib in their local term) was there in this well. This was called as Barchha Sahib as
per Bhai Dhanna Singh Chahal who visited Dacca in the 1930s. There were some
lores relating to Sri Guru Nanak Sahib's visit and his drawing drinking water by
piercing a spear in the ground. This is now extinct. One Gurdwara, said to have
been visited by Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji, is at Ramna and is called Nanak Shahi
Gurdwara. It is near the race course. It was earlier known as 'Nanak Ka Chapra'i.e.
shelter of Nanak. Sri Guru Nanak Sahib rested here. Some part of the land of this
Gurdwara was later acquired for the construction of Dacca University. Baba Gurditta
(eldest son of the Sixth Master Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib), head of Udasi sect sent
the noted missionary, Baba Almast (head of one of the Dhuans) to Eastern India
including Dacca, to trace the places of Guru Nanak's visit and propagate the tenets
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. After him Bhai Natha was in charge of Bengal's Sangat.
He initiated the construction of Nanak Shahi Sangat.

While Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji, was at Dacca, the Sangat of nearby areas
frequently requested Guru ji to visit their places. So he started his tour to Jayantia
hills, Shylet and then to Shaistaganj, Comilla, Lakhsham, Daulatganj Sitakund, Hath
Hazari and onward to Chittagong and the sea-port of Sondip. He came back to
Dacca after meeting the Sangat of Bengal from Noakhali, Chandpur and Naraingan;j.
The purpose of his visit was to renew the ties with the Sangats already established
by Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji and further strengthened by Sri Guru Amardas ji and
respected Udasi missionaries. The effect of the Guru's tour was miraculous and a
big number of Sangats came up in Bengal. These Sikhs were always ready to perform
any type of Sewa: from monetary assistance to manual labour and whenever there
was a call from Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji later on in the hours of struggle against the
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oppression of the Mughal rulers. There is a Gurdwara Sangat Suthra Shahi at Urdu
Bazaar and another one on English Road in Dacca. Nawab Shaista Khan awarded
jagirs to Gurdwara Sangat Tolla and Gurdwara Nanak Shahi in Dacca after the visit
of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. Dr Tirlochan Singh who quoted from," Topography
and Statistics of Dacca 1840 AD", by James Taylor, confirms the presence of twelve
Sangats beside the institution and places of other religion. Dr Tirlochan Singh visited
Dacca in 1959 and tried to bring to the notice of the administration the misuse of
Sikh shrines by some unscrupulous people. It is there in his invaluable work on the
life of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji.

Different places of Assam

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji reached Kamrupand preached among the people for
some time. Here, he also brought a compromise between the forces of Raja Ram
Singh, a Kshatriya general of Aurangzeb (who had led expedition against Assam),
and the local Ahom ruler as a true saint should have done. Towards the close of
1668, they set out for Assam, crossed the Brahmaputra and reached Dhubri, which
had also been visited by Sri Guru Nanak Sahib during his travels in eastern India.
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji marked out the spot where the First Guru had sat. People
thronged to see him. Guru Tegh Bahadur travelled to many places like Rangamati,
Kamakhya to as far as Hajo.After some time, Guru Ji went back to Dacca in April
or May, 1670.

Return Journey from Dacca

In Dacca Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji got royal reception. Guru Ji informed the
Sangat of his going back. Guru Ji appointed Bhai Natha as chief missionary of
Bengal and Bulaki Das as Masand of Dacca region. The homeward journey began
in 1670 amidst a very elaborate farewell in a fitting manner. Sangat from many parts
came to bid farewell with moist eyes. This journey was faster than the outward
journey. The change in Aurangzeb's religious policy to the detriment of non-Muslims,
caused considerable concern to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji. He now wanted to be by
the side of his people. The longest halt was at Patna where the Guru rejoined his
family and saw for the first time his son, Gobind Rai. The span of the stay in Patna
on return journey varies in opinion of different researchers. Then Guru Ji moved
towards Punjab visiting different places already discussed in the beginning.

A note on Jaunpur

Jaunpur is situated on the banks of the river Gomti. The Gomti, also known as
Vashisti, originates from the lake of Pilibhit of Shahjahanpur and touches Kheri,
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Lucknow, and Jaunpur flowing about eight hundred kilometres before meeting the
river Ganga in Saidpur. Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji visited Jaunpur during his first Udasi
from Varanasi and then moved to further east. Few old Sikh families stay at Jaunpur
with an old Gurdwara named Mirdang Wali Sangat in memory of Ninth Sri
GuruTegh Bahadur Ji. This place was said to be the residence of Bhai Gurbakhs Ji.
The Guru Granth Sahib is seated here in a commodious rectangular hall. A platform
built inside a separate small room represents the Tap Asthan. Near this and the
beside river, there is narrow well and a ruined hut. About two acres of land is shown
in the name of Gurdwara Bari Sangat under revenue village of Chachakpur. This
Sangat is said to be established by one of the prominent early Sikh missionaries,
Bhai Gurdas Ji under the patronage of sixth master Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib. This
place is on the eastern side of the Gomti river.

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji, along with large group of Sangat, visited Varanasi
while coming from Allahabad and Mirzapur and stayed there for some time. News
of Guru Ji's visit spread to all nearby areas. This was followed by large number of
Sangat visiting him and paying tributes. The Sangat of Jaunpur visited under the
supervision of Bhai Gurbaksh Masand with large offerings. They listened to Guru's
kirtan with utmost devotion. Guru Ji was so pleased that he blessed them and gifted
Bhai Gurbaksh a 'Mirdang' (ancient Indian percussion instrument). From that time
the Gurdwara became famous as "Mirdang Wali Sangat". Again, Guru Ji, while
returning to Anandpur Sahib from his entourage of the east from Patna via Arrah,
Chapra and Buxar, made a stay at Jaunpur'sMirdang Wali Sangat for five days. He
blessed the masses of this area under leadership of Bhai Gurbaksh.

After touching few more places Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji moved to Punjab,
thus concluding the great holy travels of east India. Later on his supreme sacrifice
infused a new spirit of bravery and valour and became the most distinctive feature
of his successor, tenth Master Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji.

CONCLUSION

Wherever Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji went, a huge mass fell into his following.
These people in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Assam, Odisha and
Bangladesh constitute a very vital historical and spiritual component of the mainstream
Sikhism. They might have been in these far away places for over three centuries in
complete isolation from the fountain head, i.e., the Akal Takht Sahib, but they have
retained their distinct culture in a different social milieu while adapting and adjusting
to the local ones in a most syncretic manner. We have celebrated 350thParkash-
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Purab of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji and then 550thParkash-Purab of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji and the 400th Parkash-Purab of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji in 2021. But never
celebrated the great holy tours of our great Gurus, firstly the 500th anniversary of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's first Udasi and secondly 350th year of holy travels of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji towards East India. Both these occasions were also important
for the Sikhs of this region in terms of our glorious legacy. We should embrace
these distant people with the warmth of love of a brother and commit ourselves to
their well-being in all manners possible. There should be a tie-up between Patna
Sahib, the undoubted second most important citadel of our religion, and various
Gurdwaras of historical importance in the States mentioned above and Bangladesh
since they constitute important sign posts in the journey of Sri Guru Nanak Sahib
some five hundred years ago, and later hallowed by the presence of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji and Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. I would make particular mention of
Benaras, Nizamabad, Allahabad in eastern Uttar Pradesh; Rajgir, Sasaram, Gaya,
Kedli Chatti, Laxmipur, Maheshwa (Katihar) and Halhalia (Araria) in Bihar; Dhubri
and Naogaon in Assam; Dhaka, Chittagong, Rongpur, Dinajpur and Mymensingh
in Bangladesh, Malda, Kolkata, Bishnupur and Chandrakona in West Bengal and
Bhadrak, Cuttack and Puri in Odisha.

Atmany places new Gurdwara buildings are to be established for congregations.
The older ones in dilapidated conditions are to be restored and maintained. The
motive should be to make the Sikh brotherhood aware of their historic relationship.
The historic bonding should be preserved. There is large scope for development of
Sikhism in Bihar and other places of Eastern India as well. mic m

[ N

The devotees are requested to bring the 'PAVAN BIRS' of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old
ones for SANSKAR) to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri
Akal Takhat Sahib. This has been decided to facilitate the 'SANGAT' for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar Sahib )
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SGPC NEWS

Government of India adopting unserious attitude
on Sikh issues: Bibi Jagir Kaur

SGPC delegation will meet Union home minister on Sikh issues

Executive committee meeting held at SGPC office

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Bibi Jagir Kaur alleged that the Government of India is adopting an unserious attitude
on various Sikh issues and appropriate action was not being taken on the letters and
resolutions sent by the SGPC to the government from time to time. SGPC President
Bibi Jagir Kaur was speaking to the media after the SGPC's executive committee
(EC) meeting on Thursday. Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "The Government of India has
been written several times to bring about 30 locally-managed historical gurdwaras
under the direct control of the SGPC as per the Sikh Gurdwaras Act. Sadly, but it is
saddening that the government is not responding. The Indian government is not
serious about Sikh issues." SGPC President said that SGPC's executive committee
has decided to meet the Home Minister of India after serious consideration on the
matter and a delegation of SGPC will visit Delhi soon. "It was due to this unserious
attitude of the Government of India that even the general elections of the SGPC are
not being held on time", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

Meanwhile, she also demanded severe punishment for the culprit of the incident
at Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib, Sri Anandpur Sahib.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "SGPC has been demanding to exposure of the anti-Sikh
forces behind the incident from day one and today the EC has decided that if the
government does not take appropriate action within a week, then SGPC will give
the next program. It is imperative for the peace of Punjab to bring fore the real
culprits behind the incident and the SGPC would take this matter at every level. The
government should take stern action against the culprits instead of delaying the
matter."

Bibi Jagir Kaur also expressed serious concern over the disrespect to the hair



Gurdwara Gazette 91 Kattak (October 2021)

(beard) of Sikhs and their identity, who went to Delhi in support of the farmers'
agitation and the issue "A video that has come to light with regards to disrespect to
the hair of Sikhs has hurt the sentiments of Sikhs. I appeal to the farmers' leaders to
issue statements to clarify stand for such people who were undermining the farmers'
struggle due to such heinous acts. Any insult to the Sikh identity could not be tolerated.
Those who are guilty of this should be punished", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

SGPC President said that a sub-committee was formed to look into the evidence
of the military attack on Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and Sri Akal Takht Sahib
in June 1984 and the recommendations of this committee will be acted upon.

"The pain of this Sikh genocide is still present in the hearts of Sikhs and the
SGPC will work to save its evidence and marks. Also, the historic well of the sixth
Guru in the basement of Sri Akal Takht Sahib will soon be opened for the Sangat so
that it can have its glimpse. The sub-committee has given a detailed report on these
matters, which has been approved by the executive committee for implementation",
said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

On the occasion, SGPC President congratulated the officers and staff of Sri
Guru Ramdas Charitable Hospital, Sri Amritsar on the hospital's accreditation by
NABH and said that it would enhance the facilities available to the needy. She also
expressed satisfaction over the successive victories being recorded by the SGPC's
Kabaddi team in the Delhi Morcha Kabaddi League being organized by the Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha in Delhi. SGPC EC also paid tributes for the demise of Chief Khalsa
Diwan leader S. Bhag Singh Ankhi and Sikh leader of Jammu and Kashmir S.
Tarlochan Singh Wazir after reading out condolences resolutions in this regard.

Apart from SGPC President Bibi Jagir Kaur, senior vice-president S. Surjit
Singh Bhitewad, junior vice-president Baba Buta Singh, general secretary Advocate
Bhagwant Singh Sialka, chief secretary Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, executive
committee members, and concerned officials were also present. September 23

Order to close Gurdwara Sri Bangla Sahib, a

'Nadirshahi' decision by Kejriwal government
Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Bibi Jagir Kaur termed the orders of the Kejriwal government of Delhi to close
Gurdwara Sri Bangla Sahib as a 'Nadirshahi' (dictatorial) decision.
She said that Gurdwaras are the spiritual centers of humanity and also provided
humanitarian services.
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"The orders to close Gurdwara Sri Bangla Sahib are a testament to the dictatorial
attitude of the Delhi government, which the Sikh community cannot tolerate. The
Delhi government should immediately withdraw its decision and apologize", said
SGPC President Bibi Jagir Kaur. She reminded Kejriwal that these were the same
Gurdwaras that provided langar (food from community kitchen), oxygen, and other
services to the public during the COVID-19 pandemic.

"The services provided during COVID-19 by Gurdwara Sri Bangla Sahib in
Delhi have also been commended and sadly, today the SDM issued orders to close
the same Guru' house. There is an attempt to suppress the Sikhs under the pretext of
COVID-19 which can not be accepted”, said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

Bibi Jagir Kaur expresses grief over death of Sewadar, stuck in flour machine
at Langar Sri Guru Ramdas Ji The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) President Bibi Jagir Kaur expressed deep grief over the tragic accident at
Langar Sri Guru Ramdas Ji in which a Sewadar was killed.

Bhai Balraj Singh, who was working on a flour machine at the langar house,
died when he got stuck in the running machine. Bibi Jagir Kaur said it is a tragic
incident and expressed her condolences to his family.

SGPC President said, "The tragic death of Bhai Balraj Singh while serving
has come as a great shock to the SGPC family. Bhai Balraj Singh's is the family of
the SGPC and we share his grief."

Bibi Jagir Kaur said that the family of Bhai Balraj Singh would be given all
support by the SGPC. September 21

Government should take early decision on mercy
plea of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana: Bibi Jagir Kaur

Bhai Rajoana's sister Bibi Kamaldeep Kaur meets Bibi Jagir Kaur

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Bibi Jagir Kaur said that the Government of India (GOI) is deliberately delaying the
mercy plea of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana, while the Supreme Court has directed
the government to take a decision in this regard.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said that a letter will be written by the SGPC to the Home
Ministry of India, for an early decision in Bhai Rajoana's case.

Bibi Kamaldeep Kaur, sister of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana today visited the
SGPC headquarters to meet Bibi Jagir Kaur and asked the SGPC President to
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approach the Centre government to resolve the matter. Bibi Jagir Kaur assured Bibi
Kamaldeep Kaur that the SGPC was already serious about Bhai Rajoana's case and
a letter would be written to the Union Home Ministry in this regard.

"The government is pursuing a policy of evasion in this matter, while the
government had been given clear instructions in the Supreme Court, on the appeal
filed by the SGPC. Bhai Rajoana's name was among the eight prisoners to whom
relaxation in imprisonment was announced by the Government of India on the
occasion of Guru Nanak Dev's 550th birth anniversary. Under this decision, Bhai
Rajoana'’s sentence was commuted to life imprisonment by the Government of India,
but sadly, the government did not implement its own decision in this case", said
Bibi Jagir Kaur. She said that an appeal was filed by the SGPC in the Supreme
Court on September 7, 2020, during which on December 4, 2020, the Supreme
Court had directed the Union Government to take an early decision.

"Following the government's procrastination, on January 25, 2021, the Supreme
Court issued strict orders to the government for a decision within two weeks, while
the government asked the Supreme Court for another six weeks for a decision on
February 12,2021. The time sought by the government lapsed on March 26, 2021,
but no decision was taken during this time also", said Bibi Jagir Kaur. Bibi Jagir
Kaur said that 26 years have passed since Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana's sentence,
which is, equivalent to life imprisonment twice. SGPC President appealed to the
Government of India to take an early decision in the matter of mercy plea of Bhai
Rajoana. On this occasion SGPC member Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal, S.
Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa, and others were present.

Photo caption: Bibi Kamaldeep Kaur, sister of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana in
a meeting with SGPC President Bibi Jagir Kaur, accompanied by SGPC members
Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal and S. Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa. September 21

SGPC President inaugurates 13K litres oxygen plant
at Sri Guru Ramdas Medical College, Vallah

With establishment of oxygen plants, SGPC hospital to

offer healthcare services self-reliantly: Bibi Jagir Kaur
Amritsar: With a motive to offer better healthcare services, the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has established an oxygen plant with a
capacity of 13,000 litres at Sri Guru Ramdas Institute of Medical Sciences and
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Research (SGRIMSR) at Vallah in Sri Amritsar, which was inaugurated by SGPC
President Bibi Jagir Kaur on Tuesday. With this establishment the SGPC’s hospital
will be able to offer healthcare services in a self-reliant manner.The development

has come under preparatory measures amid apprehension of a third wave of COVID-
19, which will now benefit the patients and the hospital will not have to suffer
oxygen shortage. Inaugurating the oxygen plant, Bibi Jagir Kaur said that taking
notice of the oxygen shortage in the country during the second wave of COVID-19
pandemic, SGPC had decided to set-up an oxygen plant which has been inaugurated
today.

“After continuous efforts for oxygen supply in future, the operation of the
plant will prove to be beneficial for the patients”, said Bibi Jagir Kaur. Bibi Jagir
Kaur said, SGPC, the Sikh body, has always been committed to the welfare of
humanity and rendered great services during COVID-19 pandemic. “During second
wave of COVID-19, Sri Guru Ramdas Hospital was completely reserved for the
treatment of Covid patients. Also, free healthcare services with oxygen through
concentrators were provided to the patients in Punjab as well as in Haryana and
Mumbai. Free Covid vaccine was also provided to the people by setting up free
vaccination camps in parts of Punjab”, said Bibi Jagir Kaur. Bibi Jagir Kaur said
she prays that the third wave of COVID-19 does not come but still the SGPC is
fully prepared for the future concerns. SGPC President said that she is happy that an
oxygen plant with capacity of 13,000 litres of oxygen stock at all time has been
established and at the same time, 100 ventilators are also ready at SGRIMSR.

Meanwhile, Bibi Jagir Kaur also honoured the health workers who served
during COVID-19 pandemic. Praising the staff for their services, she said for holding
the arm of humanity during the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, the health workers of
SGPC have been lauded all over the world. “The dedicated spirit with which the
SGPC’s health workers had served during the pandemic had boosted the morale of
the Covid patients and they returned to their homes after recovery”, she said.

Also, Bibi Jagir Kaur lauded the services of vice-chancellor (VC) of Sri Guru
Ramdas University of Health Sciences (SGRUHS), college principal, dean and the
staff members for working hard in timely completing the establishment of the oxygen
plant. On this occasion, SGPC senior-vice president S. Surjit Singh Bhitewad, general
secretary Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, SGPC members, SGRUHS VC Dr
Daljit Singh Sandhu, director principal Dr Manjit Singh Uppal, dean Dr AP Singh
and others were present. u
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