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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

19 March

21 March
22 March

23 March

24 March

25 March

27 March

29 March

30 March

31 March

2 April

4 April

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

(a)
(b)

(b)

(16™ March to 15" April)

Bhai Sohan Chand (brother of Bhai Mani Singh) got martyrdom

in Battle of Nadaun. (19-3-1690)

Akali Dal passed a resolution of 'Sikh State’'. (21-3-1946)

Third Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takht Sahib for Jaito.
(22-3-1924)

S. Bhagat Singh hanged to death in Lahore Jail. (23-3-1931)
Indian Government's interference in Gurdwara Sahibs was
condemned in Akali Conference held at Sri Anandpur Sahib.

(24-3-1959)
Jathedar Mohan Singh Tur became the acting president of
Shiromani Akali Dal. (25-3-1972)
SGPC passed a resolution of 'Sikhs are a nation'.

(25-3-1981)
Fourth Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takht Sahib for Jaito.

(27-3-1924)
Jyoti Jot (immersed with divine light) day of Sri Guru Angad
Dev ji. (29-3-1552)
Akali Dal renamed as Shiromani Akali Dal. (29-3-1922)
Foundation of Sikh fort Ram Rouni (Amritsar) laid by the Sikhs.

(30-3-1747)

Parkash Purb (Birthday) of Sri Guru Angad Dev ji. (31-3-1504)
Chief Khalsa Diwan submitted a memorandum to the Viceroy
demanding for representative positions for the Sikhs in different
councils and services. (31-3-1911)
Bhai Prithipal Singh died in Guru Ramdas Hospital. He was
brutly beaten by the police during Guru Ka Bagh Morcha

(agitation). (2-4-1924)
Sikhs visited Sri Nankana Sahib with black turbans and started
enrollment for Akali Dal. (4-4-1921)

24 Sikhs killed by police during peacful 'Rasta Roko' agitation.
(4-4-1983)
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5 April
6 April

12 April

13 April

14 April

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d

(a)

(b)
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Sikhs decided to commemorate 21st february as martyrdom day
of the martyrs of Sri Nankana Sahib. (5-4-1921)
Punjab Government banned 'Punjabi Suba' slogan in Amritsar
district. (6-4-1955)
Fifth Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takht Sahib for Jaito.

(12-4-1924)
In a meeting of Nehru and Master Tara Singh a pact was signed
that Indian Government will not interfere in religious affairs of
Sikh. (12-4-1959)
Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji started digging of Sarover at Tarn Taran.

(13-4-1590)
English government killed hundrends of innocents at Jallianwala
Bagh, Amritsar. (13-4-1919)
Punjabi language became an official language at the secretariat
level in Punjab. (13-4-1968)
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal became the acting president
of Shiromani Akali Dal. (13-4-1976)
Civil disobedience movement launched in Punjab.

(14-4-1930)
Government banned visitor meeting to the Sikh prisoners of
Jodhpur (Rajasthan). (14-4-1986)

Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers

READERS PAY ATTENTION

are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. -Editor
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SIKHS AND SIKHISM

-Sirdar Kapur Singh

(Under the auspices of All Canada Sikh Federation, a speech delivered by
Bhai Sahib Sirdar Kapur Singh, M.A. (Cantab,) ex-M.P. ex-1.C.S., National Professor
of Sikhism, in the Thompson School Auditorium at Vancouver, B.C., on the evening
of 7th October, 1974.)

Ladies and Gentlemen :

Since this audience largely consists of Punjabis and men of Indian origin residing
in Canada, I would have preferred to speak here either in Punjabi language or in a
simple, homely style, so as to communicate to you what my basic ideas are on the
subject of Sikhs and Sikhism. But as it is, I have been charged with the task of
giving a talk on this subject which has some kind of academic level so that the all
Canada Sikh Federation can later on use it as a semipermanent record for the purpose
of communicating it to the Non Sikh Canadians and other English-speaking people.
Therefore, I humbly request you to bear with me and to be indulgent if sometimes,
I seem to be speaking somewhat tiresomely.

Sikhs are a religious community and a political nation simultaneously, and
thus they are a unique society of the world. The Sikhs are distinguishable from the
Hindu society, which is essentially a territorial culture-group. In the ancient Sanskrit
texts, Vishnu-purana, in particular, it is laid down that Hindus are those born in the
geographical area called, Bharat and this geographical area is delineated as extending
from the Himalayas to Kanya Kumari, Cape Comrin of Europeans, and from the
river Indus to the seas that girdle the soil of India, that is, the Arabian Sea and the
Indian Sea. Essentially, Hinduism is non-exportable and locatable and its modern
conversion and oecumenical activities are unsanctional autonomous area will be
carved out in which the Sikhs shall be effective and conclusive at the decision making
levels.

Then the British left India, and the Sikhs stuck to their stand unshakable,
regarding sacred their understanding with the Hindu leaders, but after August 1947
nothing was done to put these promises into effect, and they seemed to have been
forgotten, and slowly and slowly attempts were made to win over and corrupt the
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individual integrity of Sikh leaders. And then in 1950 the Constitution of India was
framed. Nothing was included therein which may have even the remotest semblance
to a fulfilment of these two solemn commitments which were made to the Sikhs.
Thus, the Sikhs had been tricked to give up their right of sovereignty, their right of
being legitimate heirs to the power and sovereignty of India. And when in 1953,
Master Tara Singh asked Jawaharlal Nehru, “Why is it that you people who kept us
misled under false promises, as it now seems, for over twenty years, and which
promises you repeated again and again solemnly and on behalf of the entire Hindu
people, why have you nowgone back on them?” The reply of Jawaharlal Nehru
was pat and unabashed : “Circumstances have now changed."

Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, the constitutionality of these political tricks and
manoeuvres might be debatable, but their gross unethicalty and cynicality, their low
perfidious character, is all too obvious. In the Constitution Assembly, when the Act
was passed in 1950, the only two Sikhs, Akali Dal representatives there, stood up
and they declared-a declaration which is inscribed in the permanent proceedings of
the Indian Parliament: "The Sikhs do not accept this Constitution. “ Nobody paid
the slightest attention to what they were saying, although these Sikhs refused to sign
the original copy of the Indian Constitution, which now lies displayed in the library
of the Indian Parliament House. They, Sikhs, were just ignored, just as you would
ignore the pariah dogs in the street when they are walking back home after a day's
work well done, completely ignored. This was done in gross violation of the
provisions of the British Parliament's "Transfer of Power Act of 1947', also. In that
Act it is: specifically provided that the Indian government at the Centre shall be a
Federal, loose centre government having only powers on three subjects :
communications, defence and foreign affairs. All other powers shall go to the
federating units, the states. It shall be a federal government, it shall not be a highly
centralized government. In spite of these legal provisions, the Constituent Assembly,
which was packed with the brute majority of only one community, made a constitution
which establishes a highly centralized government, entirely in the hands of one
community, the majority community, and completely denies the Sikh identity. And
ever-since 1947, persistent, calculated, well-planned and regular attempts have been
made on the cultural, on the political and on the economic levels, not only to
disintegrate the Khalsa, the collectively of the Sikh people, once and for all, but to
weaken the Sikh citizens economically in such a manner that they are reduced to the
status of what is known as, peonage, so that the highest ambition of a Sikh citizen
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after some time might remain delimited only to become a peon, a night watchman at
thepalatial door of a rich Hindu industrialist, a driver of his commodious, foreign-
imported car, and a mere lowest ranksoldier in the army, so as to provide cannon-

fodder whenever the rulers of Delhi wish to pick up a quarrel with somebody.

These, Ladies and Gentlemen, are hard, and if have an ampler opportunity
either before you or before any other independent forum of the world, I am in a
position to, and I am confident that I can, establish that what I say is literally and
more than amply true. There it is, Gentlemen, or, Ladies, where we now stand.

Ladies and Gentlemen, [ have taken a great deal of your time, and I am grateful
that you have heard me with much patience and, as I have noticed, with great
attention. A revealed religion is one which is imparted through a chosen individual
as a sequence of his encounter with God. It is not the result of mystical experience
of a facet of reality acquired by an individual through discipline or innate propensity.
It is not an impersonal empathy with some eternal truths that are seen by individuals,
but which in their origin and formulation are wholly and utterly un-man-made,
apaurashaya, such as the Vedas are claimed to be. The religious truths which Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji preaches have been revealed to him, so Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji
claims, through a direct and face-to-face encounter with God at some level of
consciousness, about which our psychological insights and the verbal technology
we have acquired and fashioned to express out ideas, are still almost purblind—not
only inadequated but almost purblind incapable of even comprehending and feeling
as to what levels of consciousness are, where the phenomenon of revelation takes
place.

When he was performing his official duties as the Royal storekeeper of the
Prince of Sultanpur in the Punjab. He used to, these days, pass out into reveries,
almost amounting to trances. On one such occasion, while supervising weighment
of official stores, he stopped dead at the count of thirteen which in Punjabi is, "tera,
meaning also, "I am thine. "And Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji went on repeating, "tera,
tera" while measure after measure of stores was being passed out. As would be the
case anywhere, complaints were made to the Prince about the way in which this
Hindu high official, under Muslim government, was recklessly squandering the
Government stores. Not many days after, while the matter of investigating into his
alleged misconduct was still engaging the attention of the Prince, Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji went, as usual, to take his morning dip in the small river that during those
days flowed very near, by the side of the town of Sultanpur. This river is now only
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seasonal and not perennial as in the fifteenth century. This river, called the Bein, is
still there but comes to life only during the rainy season or when the high mountain
snows melt. It is recorded in the Life-Stories of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji, which are
called, Janam sakhis, that after entering the waters of the Bein for a dip, he stayed
there for full three days and was assumed as drowned and dead, and lost. The first
words that he uttered on emerging from the waters are recorded. He said, "There is
no Hindu, no Muslim." It was a fit formula for the commencement of his divine
mission of reconciling the two antagonistic and warring cultures, the Aryan and the
Semitic, by pointing out that deeper down in the two, there lay a common substratum
of identity. Those acquainted with the doctrines and practices of Yoga know that
trance, while submerged for long periods extending over days and months, under
deep water, is a Yogic skill that may be acquired either by appropriate discipline or
as a God given skill from birth. It is called, jalastambhasamadbhi, in ancient Yogic
texts. There is no need to search for other explanations of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's
disappearance in the midstream of Bein for full three days.

All the chronicles of the Stories of the life of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji agree that
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji received his first revelation and his first commission to found
and preach a new religion and a new way of life on this occasion.

A revelation is not psychological process in the individual's mind. It is an
encounter with Reality, and the individual does not make a spiritual discovery through
his own mental cogitation, but he encounters God and this distinction is fundamental.
The encounter is described in the Janam-sakhis in following words :

"As God willed, Nanak, his devotee, was escorted to His presence, to the
divine presence, and then a cup filled with Liquid of Immorality was given him,
accompanied by the command : "Nanak, pay attention. This is the cup of holy
adoration of my Name; drink it. I am with thee, and thee do I bless and exalt. Go,
rejoice in my Name, the Name of God, and preach to others to do the same. Let this
be thy calling."

Guru Nanak himself refers to this divine assignment with deep gratitude. He
says: "I, an unemployed minstret, was assigned a very rewarding task, indeed."

Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji thereafter resigned his post and started on long journeys
into all directions of the then accessible civilized world, to preach the religion of the
Name of God, which is Sikhism. His missionary journeys, throughout the then
accessible civilized world of Asia : India, Ceylon, Inner Himalayas, Central Asia,
Afghanistan, Arabia and parts of Turkey, are recorded in his Life-Stories. He, the
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Guru, himself, recorded his own revelations, as did his successors, which add up to
the Sikh scripture. This scripture is now deemed the only and final guide of the
community, and in all Sikh temples the scripture occupies a focal point of Sikh
congregations, placed upon a high altar and reverenced. The worship of the Sikhs
mainly consists of reading, exposition, and singing of the hymns in praise of God as

recorded in the scripture.
Conti....

The devorees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Gany Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed’ Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhar Sahib. 7This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

veniue.
-Guru Panth Da Das-

Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC establishes Directorate of Sports for girls

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee president Bibi Jagir

Kaur has taken an important decision to further encourage girls towards the sports
and has set up a separate Directorate of Sports for Girls. Hockey Olympian Arjuna
Awardee Bibi Rajbir Kaur former captain of Indian Hockey Team has been
appointed as the director of Directorate of Sports for Girls and Bibi Surjit Kaur
Hockey Olympian as the deputy director. An advisory committee has also been
constituted of women who have made great strides in the field of sports.

SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "Apart from the director and deputy
director, the task of chief adviser in the advisory committee has been given to Hockey
Olympian gold medalist Principal Roopa Saini. The rest of the members of the
advisory committee include national basketball player Bibi Harpreet Kaur Barnala,
international basketball player retired principal Sumiti, former cricketer Poonam
Arora, Bibi Parminder Kaur Pannu and Bibi Rajinder Kaur national hockey players."

The SGPC president said that already three hockey academies are being run
by the SGPC under its sports department and special attention was being given to
various sports in the schools and colleges. "In addition to this, the Directorate of
Sports for Girls has been set up", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

"The SGPC would provide better opportunities to girls for sports. It is gratifying
that recently the academies of the SGPC have been recognized by Hockey India.
By selecting the best players from among the students studying in the schools and
colleges of the SGPC, they would be motivated to go ahead for various sports and
quality sports facilities would be provided for better performance", said the SGPC
president Bibi Jagir Kaur.

Meanwhile, Bibi Jagir Kaur honored the hockey player Baljinder Kaur of Baba
Ajay Singh Khalsa College, Gurdas Nangal, Gurdaspur with a cheque of Rs 21,000.

Notably, Baljinder Kaur was selected for the India Hockey Camp last year and
has also made many other sporting achievements. On this occasion SGPC member
Bhai Ram Singh, deputy secretary S. Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, S. Tejinder Singh
Padda, OSD Dr Amrik Singh Latifpur, superintendent Malkit Singh Bahirwal, OSD
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Dr Sukhbir Singh, Prinicipal Dr Gurjeet Singh, Dr Charanjit Singh, Prof Harjeet
Kaur, Prof Ajaypal Singh, Dr Gurbir Singh, Prof Kamaljit Kaur and others were
present. February 4

Arrested farmers should be released by canceling
FIR -Bibi Jagir Kaur

SGPC will assist in opening a technical center for Sikligar

children at Indore, Madhya Pradesh

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
decided to provide the service of installing the solar system for Guru Ram Das Ji's
langar at Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib to United Sikh Mission USA. All expenses
incurred in this regard will be borne by the United Sikh Mission.

Speaking after the meeting of the interim committee of the SGPC, president
Bibi Jagir Kaur said that in the last meeting (on January 5, 2021), it was decided to
install solar system in gurdwaras and for this, Rashpal Singh Dhindsa from the
United Sikh Mission, USA has offered his services. "This has been approved by the
interim committee and at the same time it has been decided to hand over the service
of installing steam system for langar to Baba Baljinder Singh from Rara Sahib",
said the SGPC president. About the other decisions taken in the meeting, Bibi Jagir
Kaur said that the main samagam (event) with regards to the centenary of Saka Sri
Nankana Sahib would be held at Godharpur in Gurdaspur.

"This Gurmat Samagam to be held from February 19 to 21 will be attended by
great personalities of the Sikh panth (community). The family of Shaheed Bhai
Lachhman Singh who got martyred during Saka Nankana Sahib had settled at
Godharpur in whose memory a Gurdwara Sahib is well-seated there. To mark the
centenary of Saka Sri Nankana Sahib, a portrait of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh
would be installed in the Central Sikh Museum, Sri Harmandir Sahib on February
15. At the same time, a jatha (group) of the SGPC would be sent for the functions to
be held in Pakistan", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

Regarding the 400th birth anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, the ninth
Sikh Guru, the SGPC president said that apart from grand samagams, Nagar Kirtan
would also be special. A Nagar Kirtan would be decorated and carried out from
Guru's birthplace Gurdwara Guru Ke Mahal, Sri Amritsar Sahib to Delhi. Regarding
other decisions, Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "In the case of convicted Bhai Balwant Singh
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Rajoana, an appeal has been made to the Government of India for an early decision.
The government should not make any delay in the case of Bhai Rajoana. The Supreme
Court has also issued directions to the government in this regard. The case of Bhai
Rajoana is being fought continuously by the SGPC. An amount of Rs 11 lakh is
being sent by the SGPC for each hearing. The SGPC is committed to help in Bhai
Rajoana's case."

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "A case has been sent to the Government of India for
direct management under Section-85, of many Gurdwaras that comes under Section-
87 having an annual income of more than Rs 35 lakh, but the government has not
issued the notification yet. The government should take this matter seriously and
issue a notification to shift these gurdwaras under Section-85 of the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act. The Ministry of Home Affairs would be contacted in this regard." SGPC will
assist in opening a technical center for Sikligar children at Indore, Madhya Pradesh

SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur also informed, "An amount of Rs 10 lakh
would be provided for the technical center being opened at Indore in Madhya Pradesh
for imparting vocational training to the children of Sikligar Sikhs. A Gurmat Kendra
(center for teaching Gurmat) would also be opened at Indore."

The interim-committee of the SGPC has also decided to display the portrait of
Sant Giani Mohan Singh Bhinderkalan in the Central Sikh Museum.

Arrested farmers should be released by canceling FIRs against them: Bibi
Jagir Kaur- Talking about the farmers arrested in Delhi, Bibi Jagir Kaur demanded
cancellation of the First Information Reports (FIRs) registered against the farmers
on January 26 during the Kisan Sangharsh (farmers' protest) and said, "It is unfortunate
that the Central government is not listening to the farmers and is constantly
suppressing them. The FIRs registered on January 26 should be canceled and the
arrested farmers should also be released immediately."

Condemns police torture on activist Nodeep Kaur- Condemning the police torture
on young girl, an activist Nodeep Kaur, Bibi Jagir Kaur demanded justice for her.
Bibi Jagir Kaur also expressed her condolences to Navreet Singh and other farmers
who were martyred in Delhi and died during the struggle. She said that a condolence
resolution has also been passed on the demise of Sikh preacher Giani Amarjit Singh
Gulshan.

In the meeting, senior vice-president S. Surjit Singh Bhittewad, junior vice-
president Baba Buta Singh, general secretary adv S. Bhagwant Singh Sialka, chief
secretary adv S. Harjinder Singh, interim member Baba Charanjit Singh Jassowal,
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and others were also present. February 9

4th birth centenary of 9th Guru ji: Gold and
silver coins will be released- Bibi Jagir Kaur

First seminar on 400th birth centenary held at Trai
Shatabdi Guru Gobind Singh Khalsa College, Amritsar

Amritsar: Commemorative gold and silver coins will be minted by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) dedicated to the 400th birth anniversary
of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, the Ninth Sikh Guru, so that the sangat (masses) can
preserve the memory of this historic centenary day forever. This announcement was
made by the SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur while participating in the first seminar
at the Trai Shatabdi Guru Gobind Singh Khalsa College, Amritsar on Saturday, as
part of a series of seminars dedicated to the 400th birth anniversary.

Addressing the seminar held in a congregational manner in the presence of
Guru Granth Sahib, Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "Ten different seminars would be conducted
in the country dedicated to this 400th birth centenary of the ninth Guru Sahib and
selective journals and papers read during these seminars would be collected in the
form of a book."

The SGPC president said, "The life history of the ninth Guru Sahib is a source
of inspiration for the Sikhs as well as the people of the country and the world. Guru
Sahib's sacrifice set a shining precedent for keeping the culture of the country alive
and established that forcible religious conversion is a grave sin. I appeal to the sangat
of the country and the world to do their utmost efforts to connect their children with
the history of Sikhism dedicated to the 400th birth anniversary of Guru Sahib."

Presenting the keynote address during the seminar, former SGPC president
Prof Kirpal Singh Badungar said, "The martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji is of
great importance in keeping the values of the righteousness alive. The life of Guru
Sahib Ji and his holy Gurbani helped the people of the world to understand the
tricks of living a better life. In Gurbani there is a solution to every big and small
problem of the world, it just needs to be understood and considered."

On this occasion, while reading his journal on the ideology of Guru Sahib Ji,
Dr Dharam Singh said, "Guru Sahib's Bani (holy writings) embraces cosmic
concerns and presents the idea of live and let live. The idea of neither fear nor
intimidation is the possession of Guru Sahib's Bani."
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Moreover, the director of education Dr Tejinder Kaur Dhaliwal, Prof Ravinder
Kaur and Bhai Manjodh Singh also presented their papers. Earlier, the principal of
the college Dr Gagandeep Singh welcomed the dignitaries. Prominent personalities
including SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur were also honored on the occasion. During
the seminar, the senior vice-president of SGPC S. Surjit Singh Bhitewad, member
Bhai Manjit Singh Bhurakohna, Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, S. Gurmeet Singh
Booh, S. Harjap Singh Sultanwind, Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhayasi, S. Bawa Singh
Gumanpura, Bibi Kiranjot Kaur, and others were present. February 13

SGPC delegation to meet Uttarakhand CM
regarding Gian Godri Sahib -Bibi Jagir Kaur

Amritsar: A high-level delegation of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) would soon meet Uttarakhand Chief Minister (CM) Trivendra
Singh Rawat regarding the establishment of the historic Gurdwara Gian Godri Sahib
at Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar, associated with Guru Nanak Dev Ji. This was stated
by the SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur after a meeting of the sub-committee on
Gurdwara Gian Godri Sahib at Amritsar on Monday.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "The sentiments of the sangat are connected with Gurdwara
Gian Godri Sahib in the remembrance of Guru Nanak's visit to Haridwar. Efforts
are being made by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) to re-
establish the gurdwara at Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar. For this, a delegation of SGPC
would be meeting the Chief Minister of Uttarakhand."

Bibi Jagir Kaur said that she would also be part of this delegation, along with
the leaders of different Sikh sampradas (branches) including the president of Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee (DSGMC). A letter is being written by the
SGPC to take time for an interaction with the Uttarakhand CM. She also said SGPC
member from Kanshipur S. Harbhajan Singh Cheema has also been asked to take
time from the CM so that further action could be taken as soon as possible.

In the meeting, apart from SGPC president, senior vice-president SGPC S.
Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Baba Gian Dev Singh from Udasi Samprada, Baba Jagjit
Singh Lopon from Nirmale Samprada, interim-committee member S. Satwinder
Singh Tohra, member S. Baldev Singh, DSGMC representative S. Jatinderpal Singh,
Shiromani Panth Akali Budha Dal secretary S. Daljit Singh Bedi and other officials
of SGPC were president. February 8
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Portrait of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh
Dharowali installed at Central Sikh Museum

Amritsar: A portrait of Bhai Lachhman Singh Dharowali, who was martyred
in Saka Nankana Sahib, about 100 years ago to liberate Gurdwara Sri Nankana
Sahib, the birthplace of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, from the clutches of mahant Narayan
Das and his goons, was unveiled and decorated at the Central Sikh Museum, Sri
Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar on Monday. The unveiling ceremony was performed
by Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) president Bibi Jagir Kaur,
Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh and head granthi Sachkhand
Sri Harmandir Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh Ji, in the presence of prominent personalities.

Speaking on the occasion, SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "The sacrifices

made by the Sikhs during the Gurdwara Reform Movement to liberate Sri Nankana
Sahib from the evil mahants are exemplary, most notably the name of Shaheed Bhai
Lachhman Singh Dharowali. The martyrs of the Sikh kaum (community) are a source
of inspiration for future generations and the installation of a portrait of Shaheed
Bhai Lachhman Singh in the Central Sikh Museum would give the sangat a sense
of the spirit of the personalities who sacrificed their lives for the dignity of the shrines."

On the occasion, Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh paid homage to the martyrs of
Nankana Sahib massacre and commended the SGPC for its decision to display a
portrait of Bhai Lachhman Singh in the Central Sikh Museum.

Singh Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh shared his views and said, "The Central Sikh
Museum located inside the Sri Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple) complex contains
the history of the Sikh community, from where the sangat (masses) take information
about their history. Guided by the life of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh, I appeal
to the sangat to remain active for the Chardi Kala (high spirits) of Sikhism."

On this occasion the SGPC chief secretary adv Harjinder Singh and additional
secretary S. Sukhdev Singh Bhurakohna also shared his views.

Meanwhile, a family member of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh was honored
with siropao (robe of honours). Senior vice-president SGPC S. Surjit Singh Bhitewad,
general secretary adv Bhagwant Singh Sialka and chief secretary adv Harjinder
Singh, member Ajaib Singh Abhayasi, Hardeep Singh Mohali, S. Harpal Singh
Jallah, S. Sukhdev Singh Bhurakohna, S. Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, S. Balwinder
Singh Kahlwan, S. Harjinder Singh Kaironwal, Manager Mukhtar Singh Cheema,
and other officials were present. February 15
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Government supressed sentiments of Sikhs by
restricting Sikh Jatha : Bibi Jagir Kaur

Amritsar: The Government of India has killed the sentiments of Sikhs by
restricting the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) jatha (group)
scheduled to leave for Pakistan to commemorate and mark the centenary events of
Saka Nankana Sahib. This was said by SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur after
receiving a letter from the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, while
addressing a press conference at SGPC office in Amritsar on Wednesday evening.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "The restriction on jatha at the last minute after completion
of all preparations was a testament to the anti-Sikh mentality of the Government of
India. A letter sent by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India this
afternoon stated that there was an issue of security and safety of the pilgrims who
are Indian citizens in Pakistan and the Indo-Pakistan international border has been
suspended since March 2020 due to Covid-19."

Bibi Jagir Kaur said that this argument was by no means justified as a group of
Sikh pilgrims had visited the shrines in Pakistan last year in November. "If there
was no danger then, how did the danger arise now? If there was any such thing then
why the Government of India did not make it clear earlier during the ongoing process.
The visas were issued by the Pakistan Embassy only after the inspection report of
each pilgrim was done by the Indian and the state government agencies", said Bibi
Jagir Kaur. She said that now that the preparations were complete and passports had
been distributed to the pilgrims, it was surprising to see a restriction on the jatha.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "All arrangements were made by the SGPC on its own to
mark the centenary of Saka Nankana Sahib in Pakistan. The SGPC also arranged
buses for the pilgrims from the international border to Sri Nankana Sahib and other
gurdwaras. Apart from religious ceremonies, langar and other arrangements were
also made. It was an anti-Sikh decision to stop the pilgrims on the occasion of the
historic centenary of the Gurdwara Reform Movement related to the history of
Sikhism, which has hurt the feelings of the entire Sikh sangat."

On this occasion interim committee aember S. Satwinder Singh Tohra, S.
Bhupinder Singh Bhalwan, member Gurmeet Singh Booh, deputy secretary
Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, S. Tejinder Singh Padda, aanager Mukhtar Singh, youth
Akali leader Yuvraj Bhupinder Singh, OSD to SGPC president S. Amrik Singh
Latifpur, Dr. Sukhbir Singh, superintendent Malkit Singh Baherwal, and director
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minorities commission Gujarat Bibi Paramjit Kaur Chhabra and others were present.
February 17

Bibi Jagir Kaur wrote letter to PM and Home
Minister regarding restriction on Jatha

Amritsar: In the matter related to restriction by the Government of India on the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) Jatha going to Pakistan to
attend and mark the centenary of Saka Nankana Sahib, the SGPC president Bibi
Jagir Kaur on Thursday registered her protest by writing letters to the Prime Minister
(PM) Narendra Modi and Home Minister (HM) Amit Shah.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said in her letter that the decision of the Government of India
had hurt the sentiments of the Sikh sangat and the government should reconsider its
decision. The pilgrims who have got visas should be allowed to attend the programmes
to be held on February 21 at Sri Nankana Sahib. It is disrespectful to Sikh sentiments
to restrict the Jatha at the last minute despite the completion of preparations.

The SGPC president reminded PM Narendra Modi and HM Amit Shah that
the SGPC had written a letter to the Ministry of External Affairs on January 12
regarding the Jatha. But it is surprising that the Jatha was not permitted to go ahead
yesterday (on Wednesday) at the last minute. She wrote that the sentiments of the
Sikh community are attached to mark the centenary of Saka Nankana Sahib, which
have been hurt. Demanding to reopen the corridor of Sri Kartarpur Sahib, Bibi Jagir
Kaur said, "The corridor of Sri Kartarpur Sahib has also been suspended for a long
time. It was very unfortunate to be barred from visiting our holy shrines for which
serious consideration should be given. I demand immediate reopening of the
Kartarpur Sahib corridor." February 18

Government of India is deliberately taking a

negative stance on issues of minorities

Amritsar: Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, chief secretary of Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) said that the Government of India (GOI)
was treating the minority communities in the country, especially the Sikhs, as strangers.

"From time to time a negative attitude towards minority issues is becoming the
policy of the Centre which is not conducive to democracy in the country. Recently,
on the occasion of the first centenary of Saka Nankana Sahib, the GOI has expressed
its anti-Sikh policy by stopping the Jatha being sent to Pakistan by the SGPC", said
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SGPC chief secretary.
He said, "When the process for this Jatha was going on, why did not the GOI
wake up then. When the pilgrims had already reached Amritsar to go to Nankana

Sahib on February 18, after the issuance of visas, arrival of the decision to stop the
Jatha at the last moment on the pretext of security and Covid-19 is questionable."

SGPC chief secretary said, "GOI should not work under the agenda of any
political party but should respect the sentiments of all sections and communities
within the ambit of the Constitution of the country. The contribution of Sikhs in this
country can never be underestimated. The Prime Minister and the responsible
ministers of the government should not forget that the Sikhs made the greatest
sacrifices to protect the security and cultural identity of the country. More than 80%
of the martyrs for the country have been Sikhs. But the BJP government at the
Centre is turning a blind eye to history."

Adv Harjinder Singh Dhami said, "Sri Nankana Sahib is the holiest shrine for
the Sikhs. There is a desire and an emotional attraction in the sangat for darshan
(have a glimpse of) of this holy place. The historic occasion of the centenary of
Saka Nankana Sahib is a very special moment for the Sikh sangat. But the GOI is
preventing the participation of the sangat in witnessing this historic moment. The
GOI should not take such arbitrary decisions and should respect the religious
sentiments of every religion and community."

"GOI should still reconsider this decision and following the letter written by
the SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur should show seriousness for the participation
of the sangat in the function to be held on February 21 at Nankana Sahib", said adv
Harjinder Singh Dhami. February 19

Sikhs laid foundation of country's independence, but
Government is discriminating: Bibi Jagir Kaur

SGPC president sends set of historical books to PM, HM

Amritsar: After the Government of India (GOI) stopped the Jatha of pilgrims
going to Pakistan on the occasion of first centenary of Saka Nankana Sahib,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) president Bibi Jagir Kaur on
Friday re-wrote a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah and sent a set of books on the sacrificial history of the Sikh community.

Bibi Jagir Kaur wrote in her letter that Sikhs laid the foundation of freedom of
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the country through sacrifices but the GOl is discriminating against Sikhs.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said that the Government of India should still understand the
sentiments of the Sikhs and allow the sangat to be a part of the event on February
21. There is a huge outcry in the Sikh community over the government's decision to
stop the participation of Jatha in the centenary events of Saka Nankana Sahib. After
the bloody massacre at Jallianwala Bagh, the Nankana Sahib massacre had shocked
the people of the world. This incident laid the foundation of the country's
independence, after which even Mahatma Gandhi had to say that half of the country's
freedom struggle had been won. By ignoring the history of Sikhs, the Government
of India has stopped the Jatha going to mark and attend the centenary of Saka
Nankana Sahib. This action of the Central Government is also an insult to the patriotic
Sikh martyrs", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "A set of books is being sent to the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah on the history of Sikhs who sacrificed
their lives for the freedom of the country. Along with these books, letters are also
being sent to both the leaders informing them about the history of the incident.
These letters and sets of books will be taken by the officials of the deputy secretary
level of SGPC.

Talking about the purpose of sending these historical books, SGPC president
Bibi Jagir Kaur said, "It was to make the Prime Minister and the Home Minister
realize why it was important for the sangat to participate in the ceremonies taking
place at the shrine of Guru Nanak Dev Ji in Pakistan on the occasion of the centenary
of Saka Nankana Sahib." On this occasion SGPC member Bhai Ram Singh,
additional secretary S. Sukhdev Singh Bhurakohna, OSD Dr Amrik Singh, Dr
Sukhbir Singh, superintendent Malkit Singh Baherwal, in-charge S. Gurmeet Singh
Muktsari and others were present. February 19

Mothers should make their children aware of

history of martyrs - Bibi Jagir Kaur
Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) in
association with the sangat organized Istri Sammelan (women's congregation) at
Godharpur village in Gurdaspur district on Saturday, to mark the first centenary of
Saka Nankana Sahib that took place in 1921 during the Gurdwara Reform Movement.
It is notable that the family of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh Dharowali, who
led the Jatha (group) during Saka Nankana Sahib, had migrated to this town after
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partition (in 1947). SGPC planned a three-day function here, which started with the
inauguration of Sri Akhand Path Sahib on Friday. A large sangat participated in the
women's congregation held on the second day on Saturday.

SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur was present on the occasion, said in her address
that the martyrdom of Sri Nankana Sahib is a page in Sikh history which had made
a significant contribution in bringing the management of Gurdwaras in the hands of
Sikh Panth. "By uniting the kaum this incident not only made them aware of the
future but also instilled in them the spirit of sacrifice for the dignity of their shrines.
The participation of women in this event is also an important part of Sikh history,
hence one-day function during the centenary celebrations has been dedicated to
Bibi Tej Kaur and Bibi Inder Kaur.

She said that the contribution of women in the society could not be denied and
at present the responsibility of women was even greater. It is the duty of women to
connect the youth with Gursikhi and history, which they should take seriously.
Mothers can play a major role in inculcating Sikh concern in children for the
betterment of the kaum. Dedicating the 100th anniversary of Saka Nankana Sahib,
itis the duty of every Sikh to strive for the rising art of Sikhism by following in the
footsteps of his martyrs", said Bibi Jagir Kaur.

On this occasion members of SGPC Bibi Kiranjot Kaur, Bibi Sharanjit Kaur
Jindar, Prof Kamaljit Kaur and Bibi Harpreet Kaur Barnala also paid homage to the
martyrs of Sri Nankana Sahib. Prominent personalities present on the occasion were
honored with Siropao (robe of honour). Earlier, women's raagi, dhaddi and kavishar
jathas (ballad singing groups) connected the sangat with Gurbani Kirtan and the
illustrious history of Sikhism. During the function, key members and officials of the
SGPC and a large sangat were present. February 20

SGPC paid homage to martyrs of Saka Nankana
Sahib during 100th centenary event

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) observed the
first centenary of massacre that took place 100 years ago to liberate Gurdwara Sri
Nankana Sahib, the birth place of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, from evil mahants.

The main event in this regard was held on Sunday, in association with the
sangat (congregation) at Godharpur village in Gurdaspur district of Shaheed Bhai
Lachhman Singh Dharowali who led the group of Sikhs to Nankana Sahib at the
time of massacre.
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The bhog of Sri Akhand Path Sahib was held at Gurdwara Shaheed Bhai
Lachhman Singh Dharowali before the commencement of the grand religious event
organised to remember the martyrs. A large number of people attended the main

event at Godharpur on Sunday. The event was also attended by 32 families of
martyrs who sacrificed their lives during the Nankana Sahib massacre, who were
specially honoured by the SGPC.

Giani Jagtar Singh head granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib, Giani Harpreet Singh
Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib, Giani Raghbir Singh Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib, Bibi Jagir Kaur president SGPC, Sukhbir Singh Badal president Shiromani
Akali Dal and representatives of several Nihang organizations, sampradas (branches)
and Singh Sabha Societies also participated with enthusiasm.

On this occasion different speakers paid homage to the martyrs of Saka Nankana
Sahib and urged the gathering to live their lives taking guidance from history.
Government of India's attitude towards Sikhs full of estrangement : Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh- Giani Harpreet Singh, Jathedar Akal Takht Sahib strongly
condemned the attitude of Government of India towards Sikhs which is full of
estrangement and asked the government to change its mind towards the minorities.

Jathedar Akal Takht said, "The Government of India has once again reminded
us of the pain of Saka Nankana Sahib which took place a hundred years ago. The
attitude of the Central Government towards observing the centenary of Saka Nankana
Sahib at the birth place of Guru Nanak is the same as that of the British. The
Government of India did not allow Jatha (group) to go to Pakistan due to full
participation of Sikhs in the Kisan Andolan (farmers' movement) but the government
was under the illusion that Sikhs would withdraw support from the movement."

In a stern tone, Giani Harpreet Singh said, "No matter how many Jathas are
stopped by the Indian government, the Sikhs will stand firm with the farmers. The
Government of India is following the same path as the British used to do a hundred
years ago. This is not in the interest of the country and the government should
realize that every citizen living in this country has equal rights."

Jathedar Akal Takht said, "Going ahead to win the votes of the majority by
suppressing the minorities is deleterious for the country. Sikhs cannot be oppressed
by force, because Sikhs are inspired by their glorious history to fight for rights and
truth. Giani Harpreet Singh said, "The qaumi (community) unity is needed for the
hour and the Sikh community should forget differences and show qaumi unity."
Jathedar thanked the SGPC for honoring the families of the martyrs.
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Contribution of Sikhs in saving culture of country cannot be forgotten: Sukhbir
Singh Badal- On the occasion of the centenary event of Saka Nankana Sahib,
Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal, while paying homage to the
great martyrs of the massacre, slammed the Government of India for stopping the
SGPC group from going to Nankana Sahib for attending the events related to historic
moment. He also said that Capt Amarinder Singh's silence on Centre's stand on
Jatha, raises questions.

Sukhbir Singh Badal said, "The Sikh community inherits the legacy of

martyrdoms and the contribution of Sikhs in saving the culture of the country can
not be forgotten. Service and martyrdom are two important pillars in Sikhism.
Whenever there is a crisis in the country, the Sikhs come forward and fight. The
decision of the Central government to stop the Sikh community from visiting Pakistan
is unfortunate." Raising questions on the silence of Punjab CM Capt Amarinder
Singh on this issue, Sukhbir Singh Badal said, "The silence of the Punjab chief
minister on the arbitrary decision of the Centre raises big questions. The chief minister
of Punjab should have spoken to the Centre but unfortunately he remained silent
SGPC and Shiromani Akali Dal have always followed the great martyrs of the Sikh
community as their role model and would continue to be guided by the sacrifices of
the martyrs in future also."
Sikh gaum should take guidance from its martyrs and fight anti-panth forces:
Bibi Jagir Kaur- Sharing her views with the gathering on the occasion of the
centenary event, SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur announced to set up a langar hall
and library for Gurdwara Sahib at Godharpur in the village of Shaheed Bhai
Lachhman Singh Dharowali. She also said that Libraries will be opened in towns
belonging to martyrs of Saka Sri Nankana Sahib

She said that SGPC is a representative religious body of Sikhs and respects the
families of Sikhs who got martyred during the Gurdwara Reform Movement.
Libraries would be set up in the towns belonging to the martyrs of Saka Nankana
Sahib and at the same time religious teachers would be provided in the schools of
these towns", said the SGPC president. She also announced to conduct research to
provide information about the history of Sikh martyrs and their families in order to
restore the sanctity of Gurdwaras.

Bibi Jagir Kaur called upon the Sikhs for the unity of "Qaum" and said , "If the
entire Sikh Qaum remained united then no enemy power could harm us. Sri Akal
Takht Sahib is the highest shrine of the Sikhs under whose leadership every Sikh
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should bow down and give a stern reply to the forces working against the Sikhs.
She paid homage and respect to all the martyrs of Saka Nankana Sahib and urged
the gathering to take guidance from them. She also thanked the community
personalities and gathering who attended the function."

Giani Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib also appealed to the
gathering to take inspiration from the history of martyrs and observe the coming
centuries with grandeur. On this occasion, SGPC general secretary Bhagwant Singh
Sialka, SGPC chief secretary adv Harjinder Singh Dhami and other officials of
SGPC attended the event.

Earlier, famous raagi jathas of the Sikh community connected the gathering
with Gurbani Kirtan and Giani Man Singh granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib gave
religious discourse and put the light of history of Saka Nankana Sahib. Giani Jagtar
Singh head granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib, read the holy hukamnama. Prominent
personalities were honored by the SGPC during the event and besides this the family
of Shaheed Bhai Lachhman Singh Dharovali presented robe of honour (Siropa)

and swords to special personalities. February 21
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i : President
B1b1jag1r Kaur Begowal Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar Sahib-143006
Ref. No._26471 Dated_19-02-2021

Respected Modi Ji, —Csu Falet i

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar an apex body of Sikhs would
like to infuse regarding Saka Nankana Sahib Massacre that took place on 21 February 1921, in
which more than 260 Sikhs were cold bloodedly massacred, including children as young as seven,
by the Mahant and his mercenaries. The saga constitutes the core of the Gurdwara Reform
Movement started by the Sikhs in early twentieth century.

Historically it stands that, Mahant Narayan Das came to know of the situation through the
Jaikaras (victory slogans) of the Shaheedi Jatha and ordered his 1aercenaries to kill everyone in
the Jatha. They fired bullets at the Sangat in Gurdwara hall. Several bullets pierced through holy
Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The hired goons wielded swords, spears, hatchets and other lethal
weapons to mercilessly slaughter the peaceful and unprovocative Sikhs within the very premises
of the Gurdwara. The dead and dying Singhs were then dragged to a pile all the dead men had
been consumed by the fire. Bhai Lachhman Singh Dharowali who was wounded with a gunshot
was tied to a Jand tree and burnt alive.

Mahatma Gandhi while visiting Nankana Sahib addressed the gathering, saying "I have
come to share your anguish and grief. It is interesting indeed to note that the Sikhs in this drama
remained peaceful and non-violent from the start to the end. This (role of the Sikhs) has greatly
added to the glory and prestige of India, all indications point to the fact that the cruel and barbaric
action is the second edition of Jallianwala Bagh massacre, rather more evil and more invidious
than even Jallianwala". Gandhi further spoke: "the action of these dimensions could not be
perpetrated by Mahant alone. The government officers are also involved in this heinous crime.
Where had the authorities gone when the Mahant was making preparations for murderous
plans?".

Sikh Community had planned to mark the First Centenary of 'Saka Nankana Sahib’ to
remember and pay obeisance to unparalleled feats of bravery shown by the martyrs who
selflessly sacrificed their lives for the democratic management of Gurdwaras. The supreme
sacrifices made by these Sikhs have been gratefully acknowledged by the community.

Contd...
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Bibi‘]agir Kaur Begowal | Shiromani Gurdwara Pamandha:égzm:e':at,
Sri Amritsar Sahib-143006
Ref. No._264T1 Dated_19-02-202]

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee planned a Sikh Jatha to Pakistan to mark this
historical event but remorsefully the Indian Government didn't permitted this jatha to cross to
Pakistan sighting security reasons and Covid-19 Pandemic.

All these events have, while shocking the Sikh Community has sent a wave of religious
immorality and unrest amongst the community.

We are sending you some historical books of "Saka Nankana Sahib” for your reference.
So that Indian government considers the importance this historical event .

Regards,

Sri Narendra Damodardas Modi, ; Jagir(Kaur 'Begowal'
Prime Minister of India.
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