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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16" May to 15™ June)

16 May (a) The Sikhs attacked Lahore. Ahmed Shah Durani's Regent offered
the Sikhs right to collect custom duty on all the goods coming
from Multan side. The Sikhs rejected Durani's offer. (16-5-1764)
(b) Akali Dal passed aresolution that only Amritdhari (baptised)
Sikhs should be given job in Gurdwaras. (16-5-1939)
(c) British "Cabinet Mission" released its report. Pakistan conceded.
(16-5-19406)
17 May Sant Harchand Singh Longowal elected president of Shiromani
Akali Dal. (17-5-1981)
22 May Kamagata Maru ship with Sikh passengers reached Vancouver
(Canada). (22-5-1914)
23 May Sahibzada Ajit Signh led Sikh army to punish Ranghers of Nuh.
(23-5-1699)
25 May Delegation of 16 Brahmins from Kashmir, escorted by Bhai Kirpa
Ram Dutt, visited Chakk Nanaki and requested Guru Tegh
BahadurSahib to help them against forcible conversion of Hindus

by the Mughal regime. (25-5-1675)
26 May (a) Arrest of Sikh Guru Arjan Sahib. Guru Sahib imprisoned and
tortured for three days. (26-5-1606)

(b) Publication of Sikh papers, 'Akali' and 'Parbhat’, stopped by
government. All the empolyees arrested and sent to jail.
(26-5-1960)
27 May Indiscriminate firing by police at Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib
Patiala. (27-5-1984)
29 May Moghul emperor ordered charging Jaziyah at double rate from
the Sikhs. (29-5-1711)
1 June (a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh got Koh-i-Noor diamond.  (1-6-1813)
(b) Seventh Shaheedi Jatha (group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
for Jaito. (1-6-1924)
(¢) Hindi and Punjabi made medium of instruction in the schools of
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Punjab. (1-6-1948)
(d) Indian forces fired at Sri Harimander Sahib and killed 11 Sikhs.
(1-6-1984)
2 June (Maharaja) Ranjit Singh captured Multan (after abortive attempts
in 1802,1805,1807,1810,1812 and 1815). (2-6-1818)
3 June Indian army occupied the whole of the Sikh Homeland. Curfew

imposed and undeclared Martial law promulgated. (3-6-1984)
4 June (a) Indian forces invaded Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri
Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar and more than 36 other shrines.
Thousands of Sikhs killed. All the Akali leaders arrested.
(4-6-1984)
(b) U.S.Congressmen condemned Indian atrocities on the Sikhs.
(4-6-1987)
5 June Indian army's attack and killing of the Sikhs continued. Several
Sikhs killed with their hands tied on their backs. Bomb thrown
on the Sikh pilgrims after their arrest. (5-6-1984)
6 June (a) Indian forces occupied the Sikh shrines, archives, libraries, muse-
ums.Most of them were, later, set ablaze. (6-6-1984)
(b) Several thousands Sikhs marched towards Amritsar to stop
sacrilege. Hundreds of Sikh marchers were shot dead. Several
thousand Sikhs, including women and small children were

arrested. (6-6-1984)
7 June Sikh soldiers rebelled in protest against army attack on Sri

Harimander Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar. Several Sikh

soldiers killed, thousands arrested. (7-6-1984)
9 June (a) Baba Banda Singh Bahadur's son tortured to death, his heart

pulled out and thrust into Banda Singh's mouth. Baba Banda
Singh cutlimb by limb. Several other Sikhs too were killed the
same day. (9-6-1716)
(b) Martydom of Bhai Tara Singh of Wan (Amritsar). (9-6-1726)
10 June (a) 8th Shaheedi Jatha (Group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
for Jaito. (10-6-1924)
(b) The Sikhs took out huge procession at London, New York and
inthe Capitals of all the major countries throughout the world to
protest against attack on Sri Harimander Sahib.  (10-6-1984)
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11 June

12 June

13 June

14 June

(@)

(b)

The Sikh soldiers left army barracks at Ramgarh to protest against
the attack on Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib, under
'Operation Blue Star' and began march to Amritsar. (11-6-1984)
"Khalsa Akhbar" launched by Professor Gurmukh Singh and
Giani Jhanda Singh. (12-6-1886)
The Sikh procession at Delhi fired at by police. Harbans Singh
and three others were killed and several were injured (some of

them died later). (12-6-1960)
Master Tara Singh became the president of Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. (13-6-1936)

Dr. Ganda Singh returned Padam Sri Award to Govt. of India

as a protest against invasion of Sri Darbar Sahib by the Indian

army. (14-6-1984)
|

Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Guradwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurawara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed’ Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

verue.

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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In continuation with the last edition:

SIKHS AND SIKHISM

-Sirdar Kapur Singh
After that, ladies and gentlemen, when this initial effort of establishing a
Sikh republic in the heart of northern India failed, in which republic the Sikhs tried
to apply the high principles of ethics and politics enunciated by the Sikh Gurus,
there comes a period of about half a century of relentless persecution and genocide
pogroms against the Sikh people by two contending empires, the mightiest empires
of Asia of those days, the Moghul and the Pathan Empire. The Pathan Empire
presecuted and tried to uproot the Sikhs and to destroy them, root and branch, under
the leadership of Ahmed Shah Abdali, of the stature of Chenghiz Khan, Halaku and
Nadir, the generals which Asia has produced. Under his might and under his
generalship, and that of his successors, for almost fifty years, the Pathans as well as
the Mughals tried their worst and tried their utmost to cow down the Sikhs, to finish
the Sikhs and make them submit. But the Sikhs, withstood his terrible onslaught.
They neither submitted nor abandoned their harsh cry of 'death or liberty', a sentiment
foreign to and unknown in the Eastern societies, ancient or modern. This is a
sentiment which is unique in the history of Asia, though in Europe you do find
traces of it. But for fifty years, under the most callous and under the most terrible
persecutions, where the aim was complete genocide, the Sikhs not only refused to
submit but refused to abandon their cry. "We want death or liberty! We want death
or liberty!" And in the end they had their liberty. Sikh supermacy was then established
and then it slided into the form of the Sikh Empire, which was called the Sarkar
Khalsa, that is, 'the people's Commonwealth', from the middle of the eighteenth
century to the middle of the nineteenth century.

The Sikh hegemony then extended from the Jamuna River the heartland of
India, to the modern frontiers of Afghanistan, and from Indus up to the Little Tibet,
the confines of China. Here, what is most noteworthy is that when the Sikh
Commonwealth was undergoing the throes of death by the treacherous British and
by the treacherous non Sikh generals of the Sikh army and by the perifidious non-
Sikh civil government at Lahore, the Sikhs made fresh conquests into the regions of
north Himalayas, conquering and annexing that territory, which has now again been
occupied by China, and the Little Tibet. What is of crucial interest in this story is not
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so much the conquest and the annexation of these most difficult regions at a time
when the Sikhs were themselves fighting for their very life, being attacked from the
front as well as from the rear, but what is most remarkable about this incident is the
Treaty of 1842, by which these areas were annexed to the Sarkar Khalsa, to the
Sikh Empire. This treaty is now preserved in the archives of the Government of
India at Delhi, and anybody who is so inclined may go and have a look at it. This
treaty is between two parties; on one side is mentioned the Emperor of China and
the Dalai Lama of Tibet-that is one party in this treaty, and the other party is described
as, Khalsajio, the Honourable Khalsa, as representing the people's sovereignty. This
idea in itself is so novel and sounds so modern that it would be impossible to find its
similitude and its parallel, in those days even in the West. In the West, these ideas, at
that time, were filtering into the minds of the people, but they had not yet been put to
practical demonstration in relation to a political policy and as operative ideas; people
sitting in chairs, people writing pamphlets and people calling themselves
revolutionaries-they were considering these ideas and their minds were being stirred
by these ideas, and later on these ideas did become of practical importance in the
political, impulses of the West. But in the West, as yet, these ideas had not been put
into concrete political shape, as they had been put by the Sikhs in the year 1842.
This high level of evolution of political awareness and instinct was not a common
phenomenon.

It was in the middle of the nineteenth century that the British perfidously attacked
the Sikh Commonwealth, after corrupting and buying the Hindu Generals of the
Sikh army and the Hindu dominated civil government at Lahore, and during the
fierce Anglo-Sikh wars and battles, the Sikhs, as a historian says, "beat the British
and their Hindu mercenaries to their knees every time." I am quoting. But the Sikh
country was, nevertheless, annexed to the British Empire through treachery at the
diplomatic table, into details of which I need not go here.

Now I come to the years before 1947. Before the First World War when the
ideas of freeing India from the foreign yoke started stirring the minds of the Indian
people, Sikhs were the spearhead of this movement. It was from this place,
Vancouver, that as far back as the year 1913 a batch of about two hundred Sikhs in
all-there were two or three non-Sikhs, the rest of them all were Sikhs, simple, manual
labourers and peasants but genuine Sikhs, whose faith in the Guru and the teachings
of the Guru was firm and unsullied-these Sikhs sailed from Vancouver with a plan
to topple down the British Empire through mutinous activities in the Indian army.
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They failed. Most of them were arrested; they were hanged. Many of them were
sent to the terrible Andaman island, and they spent their lives there, twenty years,
twenty-five-years; died there under conditions of imprisonment which you cannot
even imagine these days. Such hardships and such terrible conditions of existence
they bore, and not a case of a single Sikh is known who offered them to just say one
word. "We are sorry for what we have done" and they could come back to their
villages and to their lands and live a life of comfort and ease as their other compatriots
were doing (Applause). It is recorded in the official records that whenever these
Sikhs were taken to the execution room to be hanged some of you perhaps know
how people are hanged, I know it.  have supervised some hangings as they used to
be done during the British period. You put opportunity to bathe his body, and then
you tie his hands behind him, and then you walk him to the gallows or execution
room. You make him stand under the gallows and put the rope around his neck, and
then a question is put to him : "Is there anything you want to say as a last word?"
First of all : "Answer, are you so-and-so?" He says, "Yes, I am so-and-so." "Well,
you are going to be hanged for such-and-such a crime, and now We are going to
pull the lever and the rope will kill you, suffocate you to death. Is there anything you
want to say before your end comes?" This is the question that is usually put, and its
answer is recorded. But to these Sikhs another question was frequently put: "Are
you now prepared to say, "I am sorry for what I have done, and the noose will be
taken off your neck and you will be set free?" Each one of them, without an exception,
is recorded as saying, "No, I am not sorry for what I have done, and when I take my
next birth I will do the same. I want the British to leave and free India." (Applause)
And then the question would be put, "Now, so and so what are the last words you
want to say before your life on this earth comes to an end?" In each case I wouldn't
vouchsafe for that but I have seen some of the files. May be in one or two cases,
very few cases not, but generally, they sang the following song : Raj karega khalsa,
aki rahe na koi, khwar hoe sabh milenge bache sharan jo hoe. Dilli takhat par bahegi
aap Guru ki fauj, raj karega khalsa badi hoigi mauj. (Applause) The people shall
rule and no individual shall usurp their sovereignty. The destiny of India shall be
shaped by the Khalsa and an era of ever-growing affluence and peace shall dawn
for mankind. These are the last words they usually uttered and they are recorded.
There is another incident recorded in the Memoirs (Punjabi) of Bhai Randhir
Singh, who spent about, I think, twenty years in British jails. He also belonged to
this group, the Mutineers, ghadaries, as they were called. It happened in one jail in
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the Madras Presidency in the South of India. I have forgotten the name of the jail,

into which about a dozen Sikhs had been brought from the Andaman, and these

were the Sikhs about whom the authorities thought they had suffered enough. They

were young men, thirty, forty years old when they went to jail, and now they were

sixty, seventy; their lives spent under unspeakable horrors and tortures in these hell-

houses. They were brought to this jail in the Madras Presidency, as I have already

said, and then a Sikh of the Government Secret Police went there in civilian clothes.

Previous instruction had come that these five or six, who were known as the most

staunch antagonists of the foreign occupation of India, and about whom it was known
that their ideological maturity was of a high order. Instructions were given previously
that they should be accorded slightly better treatment, given better food, less hard

labour, to soften them, to mollify them a little. And then one day, three or four days

after, this Sikh-his name is, perhaps, also given, he was some high official, he came

there and he said, 'l have come from Punjab. I belong to such-and-such village.

Most of you know my people, and you, so-and-so, you, my uncle, are related to me

by kinship-you, this, that he tried to be friendly and tried to reassure them of his

good intentions. And he continued, 'T have been specifically sent here by the British

Indian Government and my purpose in coming here is as follows, "You did

something. The government now realizes that you did it out of conviction. The

government does not think that you are ordinary criminals. On the contrary, the

government thinks that you are men of character and of high patriotism, and have

by now, paid the price of your convictions. The government, after all, is not an

inhuman government. It is a human government. Now they propose to open up

some areas for colonization. There they also want to allot pieces of land to the

villages from which you come, and the government thinks that it would be unfair,

not fitting to the sense of fairness of the British, to deprive you people of that to

which you are entitled as residents of your villages. Your kinsmen in your villages

from which you come have been given plots of land, and the government wants you
also to have such plots of land. They don't want you to apologize. We know you

will not apologize because you are men of stubborn convictions. All that we want is
that when we free you-We will free you and we will also give you free grants of
land, and you go and cultivate those lands, but from now onwards, when these

lands are given to you and you start farming those lands, you just give us a gentleman's
word-no formal apology, nothing of the sort-a gentleman's assurance that you will

not participate in any activity which is anti-government.
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They all kept quite; nobody spoke. And then he said, "Is there any of you who
wants his name to be communicated to the British Indian Government for the allotment
of these free grants of land?" All of them simultaneously said, "No." And then there
was a European officer who during all these proceedings was sitting silent. He said,
"Those of you who want to oppose the British Government till their last breath on
this earth, please step one step forward." All those six, or so people stepped one step
forward. (Applause)

Such was the society which the principles of Sikhism gave birth to, and such is
the history and tribulations of this society which, though on the material plane may
seem to have failed to make a conspicious mark, but which, on the plane of principles
and on the plane of essences has made such a remarkable imprint, a superior to
which would be difficult to find in the histories of the societies of the world, from
ancient times to the modern times.

When in 1947 the British-in 1946 or even earlier, the British gave it out that
they no longer wanted to hold India and it was also known that the British would
now quit, and they wanted to hand over the sovereignty and the political power of
India to the Indians themselves, then the question arose, how and to whom should
this political power be transferred. I will not go into details, because there is neither
time nor would it be pertinent on this occasion in the short time we have at our
disposal to go into these details. But the broad outlines are that the British Parliament,
who were penultimate authority in this matter of the transfer of power, declared
unequivocally that after the British quit India, there are three peoples, distinct peoples,
who are the legitimate heirs to the sovereignty of India, and whatever these three
peoples of three 'nations' agree to amongst themselves, their decision the British will
accept before they quit India, though they tendered it as their own advice that it was
the wish of the British people that they should leave India united and intact, and it
should not be divided into bits. That would be a tragedy for India, a setback, they
felt, to what they had accomplished while they occupied India, and it would also be
not in the interests of the international political situation. On all these grounds the
British advised, vehemently and consistently advised, that India should remain one
and united and that these three, the only legitimate heirs to the sovereignty of India,
should come to some kind of mutual agreement, so that the sovereignty of India, the
political power of the State of India, can be transferred peacefully, so that India may
remain one and united. It is at this period that offers were made, either for keeping
India intact and one, or for dividing it into three parts. Tam only talking here about
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the case of the Sikhs. I will leave out the Muslims, they have achieved their Pakistan
as they wanted it. Under what circumstances they wanted it, who firced them to,
whether they were badly advised or just obliged are questions which are of no
practical interest now. What has happened and cannot be easily undone. But about
the Sikhs, definite, concrete and pressing offers were made half a dozen times by
the Muslim League, as well as by the British, to the Sikhs to carve out and to have
an area for themselves in which they can also be a free people, not altogether unlike
the Hindus and Muslims are going to be. There is no doubt about it, because [ am a
personal witness to some of these occasions and there is such heavy and credible
documentary evidence on the point that it cannot be doubted or denied. But on each
and every occasion, totally trusting the commitments which the Hindu leaders of the
Indian Congress had made to the Sikhs, the Sikhs always spurned these offers.
Whenever the British made these offers, the Sikhs said, "No, we tie our destiny
irrevocably to the destiny of India because India is our holy land and our Fatherland
and the type of society which Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji wanted to found and the
type of world-society which the Khalsa wants to spearhead can more easily and
more firmly be established, to begin with, on the soil of India, because India is likely
to be more readily recipient of those ideas than most of the rest of the world. Therefore,
our destiny lies with India and not outside it. The promises and commitments which
the Hindu leaders made to the Sikhs were as follows: that after the British quit and
the Sikhs have refused to accept the offers of separate, sovereign or semi-sovereign
areas for themselves made by others, after that happens, the Hindu majority-the
Indian Congress, the mouthpiece of the Hindus as they rightly regarded themselves-
the Hindu majority community solemnly promised, first, that they will not promulgate
any constitution for the future government of India which does not have the free
concurrence and assent of the Sikhs; two, that an area in the north of India, with an
autonomous status shall be carved out in which, in the flowery words of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, "the Sikhs also might feel the glow of freedom." Which means,
'therein the Sikhs shall be able to act effectively at the decision-making levels of
their state'. These promises were given from the year 1930 onwards up to the year
1947 those promises were repeatedly spelt out, and they were repeated by individual
leaders and by the formal resolutions of the All India Congress again and again,
again and again, including, by Mahatma Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru,
and all these people, that, whatever else may come to pass, so far as the Sikhs are
concerned the Hindu community and the Hindu people stand irrevocably committed
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to this promise, which, Jawaharlal Nehru said, while introducing the basic resolution
in the Constituent Assembly, in 1950, has the status of a 'religious vow', the promises
being, one, no Constitution in India shall be framed to which Sikhs do not give their
free, unfettered assent, two, in the north of India an innovations. Islamic society is
grounded in totalitarianism of religious formulae and social laws, enforceable by

political sovereignty and over lordship over non-muslim societies.

Christendom and Christianity formed a political society of medieval ages and
are an oecumenical, universal religion of Gentiles, without being a political society
in the modern world.

The Jewish society is basically and fiercely ethnical while Buddhism is
fundamentally non-social and non-political.

Sikhism is a social religion, non-ethnical, oecumenical grounded in a political
society, directed and committed to propagation and establishing of a plural world-
society, tolerant, open, progressive and free in character.

Thus, Sikhism and the Sikhs form a unique religion and a unique society,
which and who can be clearly distinguished from the other religious and political
societies of the world.

Arnold Toynbee, the world-famous historian and philosopher of History, in
his magnus opus, 'History', refers to Sikhism as the forerunner of the true elan of the
Communist Party of Lenin. Arnold Toynbee adds that Lenin was quite mistaken in
claiming that his Communist Party was a unique party in the history of the world
and had been formed for the first time. Arnold Toynbee asserts that because of its
elan and structure, the Khalsa of the Sikh society is true forerunner and prototype of

the Communist Party of Lenin. Conti
onti....

Readers pay attention
Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. -Editor
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