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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

17 July

24 July
28 July
31 July
4 August

5 August

7 August
8 August

15 August

(16" July to 15" August)

S. Teja Singh Smundri passed away in the Lahore Jail in 1926.
Office of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was named

"Teja Singh Samundri Hall' after his name to commemorate his

contribution. (17-7-1926)
Baba Gurdit Singh ji Komagata Maru passed away. (24-7-1954)
Punjab Governor passed Gurdwara Act. (28-7-1925)
Shaheed Udham Singh was hanged in London. (31-7-1940)

'‘Dharam Yudh Morcha' was started by the Shiromani Akali Dal,
headed by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal for long-standing Sikh

demands. (4-8-1982)
The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee passed a resolution
to launch Jaito Morcha. (5-8-1923)
The Sikh Gurdwara Act. 1925 was Gazetted. (7-8-1925)

A peaceful protest started to free Gurdwara Guru ka Bagh from the
control of Mahant Sundar Das. The government took favour of Mahant
and tortured Sikh Jathas for one month. But the Singhs did not leave
the path of peace and non-violence and the tolerance and bravery of
the Sikhs became world famous, finally the government bowed down.
The demands of the Sikhs were met and the Morcha ended successfully
on 17th November 1922. During this Morcha 5605 Singhs were
arrested and several others were martyred. (8-8-1922)
Indian Subcontinent divided into two parts India and Pakistan in
1947 by the British. That partition deprived of Sikhs from their

many historical and religious shrines. (15-8-1947)
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RAJ KAREGA KHALSA

-Sirdar Kapur Singh
On the 20th July, 1975, a Government-sponsored, All Communities'
Convention was held at Patiala to chalk out a programme for the tercentenary
celebrations of the martyrdom of Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib, addressing which
the nonagenarian venerable Sardar Bahadur, Bhai Jodh Singh, ex-Vice-Chancellor
of the Patiala University, exhorted the audience, as the Daily Tribune, Chandigarh
of the next morning tells us, that,

"In celebration of Guru ji's martyrdom, a vigorous campaign should be launched
against the wrong belief that State Power was necessary to sustain any religion.
Politics, he emphasised, must be insulated from religion."

2. This declaration of Bhai Jodh Singh was apparently somewhat irrelevant
for the occasion but not so is its underwater ice-berg base which is always much
more substantial and dangerous than the visible apex.

3. Itis not generally appreciated that,

(1) Bhai Jodh Singh has been an active politician during the British as well as
the post-British period under the guise of a religious man and he has never deemed
it fit to insulate his own politics from his religion, with the result that grateful and
appreciative foreign rulers conferred upon him the high distinction and title of Sardar
Bahadur in addition to other tokens of favour, and in the post-British period also he
has been in much demand by those in political power.

(2) A clear-headed person that Bhai Jodh Singh is, he does not say, in so many
words that; 'insulation of politics from religion is a definite Sikh doctrine; he merely
proffers it as his own piece of secular and pagan wisdom, for he is aware that Sikh
doctrine and tradition both hold politics as isolated from religion as pedagogy;
opportunism and unprincipled trickery. Only by implication and through insinuation
he desires that the Sikhs should accept the views of those whose voice he is that,
such, indeed, is the true Sikh doctrine.

(3) The British who subjugated the Sikhs and throughout remained in terror of
them as well as held them in manly admiration, secretly desired that the Sikhs should
remain somewhat obscure about the true Sikh doctrine embodied in their shrill
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historical and fundamental cry of 'liberty or death' - raj karain ikke lar mar hain
(Unexpurgated, Prachin Panth prakash), and there can be no doubt that, by them
Bhai Jodh Singh was found as a useful ally.

(4) The current rulers of India even have not made any secret of their desire
and determination to wean the Sikhs away from the core-teachings of their Gurus
that, the Sikhs cannot fulfil their divine spiritual and social assignments without
their own base of political power and that for a Sikh to insulate politics from religion
is an un-utterably abominable degradation and fall from grace.

4. Itis in this background that the Patiala performance of Bhai Jodh Singh has
to be critically examined.

5. Bhai Jodh Singh's singularly unfortunate Patiala utterances, namely, that,
(a) Itis a wrong belief that State-power is necessary to sustain any religion, Sikhism
included, (b) that this 'wrong belief’ deserves to be dispelled through a high-priority
effort integrated with the religious projects and organised plans of the Sikhs, and (c)
that Politics must be insulated from Religion, altogether which he insinuates is the
true Sikh position, are altogether unsustainable, and the revered Bhai took a most
undue advantage by publicising his own credo from a platform of Sikh religion and
he also proceeded to enjoin upon the Sikhs his debatable personal opinions as an
integral part of Sikhism.

6. The Sikh position on the all-time tantalising questions of (1) Politics versus
Religion, (2) State power and Sikhism, and (3) Political sovereignty and the Practice
of Sikh religion, is unambiguously codified in the litany sung daily in all free Sikh
congregations ever since the passing away of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji (1707),
these words are being sung in the Sikh prayer:

Raj Karega Khalsa aki rahe na koi.

Khwar hoe sabh milenge bache saran jo hoe.

(The Sikh people shall remain free and sovereign, always, none challenging
this position. All, everyone, must eventually accept this position no matter how
unpalatable and bitter it, to them, be. And, behold, peace and safety is in such a
concession, or submission.)

7. This startlingly tall and audacious claim has been publicly proclaimed by
the Sikh people during the last three centuries, firmly and defiantly and it has moved
many to sheer ridicule, others to fright, still others to resentment and boiling-heat
anger, many Sikhs themselves to chicken-hearted, craven fear or shameless apologia
and the political Hindus of the post-1947 euphoria, it has, almost invariably moved
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to greater contempt for those whom they see as already in their last death-throes.

8. Be that as it may, it is legitimate to examine as to whether the Sikh doctrine
itself is devoid of historical perceptiveness and realistic out-look, and whether it
stands the test of scientific scrutiny. Thus alone its intrinsic validity can be judged,
however, unpalatable or primafacie impracticable it might otherwise appear in the
case of present day Sikh people, politically subjugated, culturally submerged,
intellectually confused and barren, morally decayed, economically deprived and
plundered through the Partition of India and religiously profaned it can not be, off-
hand asserted or insinuated that this Sikh doctrine is primafacie ill-conceived or
stupid or unsustainable.

9. Let us glance through the World History, ever since well defined and locatable
civilizations have emerged and we find that there have always been, at any given
period, one or two nations, people, which were leading raj-jati, characterised by the
ethos of, Raj Karega Khalsa, or nations or people who were admired and were
tacitly immitated by others. There is no exception known to this rule.

10. This phase of leadership, political or moral or both, has passed from one
nation to another in rotation, and, in historical times, no nation has yet enjoyed it
twice. Whether such is some hard and fast law of History cannot be asserted.

11. By way of illustration, might be mentioned, the early Egyptians, Assyrians,
Babylonians, and Persians under Achaemenid dynasty from 550 B. C. to 330 B. C.
But the Greeks are the earliest who still seem to live in the thoughts of the Western
man to day, just as the Confucian China does in its 'barbarian’ periphery and the
Hindus in the Buddhist Far East and Southeast Asia. A remarkable aspect of the
Greek leadership was that it never took the political form of a single empire except
for a very few years in the life-time of Alexander of Macedon. Owing to a variety of
circumstances, local and accidental, the empire broke up at his death, but Greek
dynasties, Greek thought and Greek methods of war, nevertheless, dominated a
large part of the world for three centuries and more.

12. Greek eminence gave way to Roman, Roman ideas, Roman fashions, and
Roman armies held undisputed leadership for some four centuries. Roman concepts
of imperial domination and organisation and Roman ethos of social insularity were
strictly observed and practised by the British rulers of India. Upto the end of Nehru
regime even in a free India, these Roman concepts held sway in our governmental
atmosphere, through WOGS-Westernised Oriental Gentlemen, the 1. C. S. men and
Nehruite politicians.
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13. After about two centuries of confusion, Arabs appeared on the World-
stage as the International leaders, sustaining the most powerful empire of their time
from A.D. 650 to A.D. 850. After the commencement of their political decline they
remained the leaders in thought and Science for five hundred years more.

14. When the Arabic-speaking people fell behind, they had already passed on
the torch of art, learning, Science and Industry to Western Europe. Here the lead
was first assumed by the Holy Roman Empire, then by Spain, France and Britain in
that order.

15. In our own life-time, we have witnessed the leadership moving on to the
United States of America and Russia.

16. Certain general laws, as operative in the field of international leadership,
are clearly seen to emerge.

17. Firstly, there is always an element of strength involved. Whether or not the
great nation imposes its military rule by military conquest and occupation, it is always
power that produces immitation. France did not conquer a vast territory in the 17th
and 18th centuries, yet French became the diplomatic language of the world, French
instructors were engaged to train the armies of other nations as in the case of the
Sikhs in the first half of the 19th century, and French furniture, French literature and
the French cooking were everywhere supreme.

18. In our own life-time, the U. S. A. has not imposed military occupation on
many nations, yet American slang, American clothes, American music, the horribly
noisy concupiscent jazz, the American architecture of crazy skyscrapers have spread
all over the world. Herein lies the true explanation of over 90% Sikh migrants to the
U. S. A., Canada, British Isles and Western Europe, unashamedly falling in for the
ugly unaesthetic, barbarous fashion of clean-shaven faces and the pernicious, unclean
habit of smoking, while the Sikh migrants to the African continent and the Southeast
Asian regions have retained their Sikh dignity of uncut hair and healthy and sensible
abhorrence of smoking uptil recent times.

19. We can scarcely claim that this is due to the fact that they, the U. S. A.
culture-patterns, are intrinsically better than anything which could be produced
anywhere else.

20. There is obviously something in human nature which causes us to immitate
the thought and mannerisms of those who are physically strong and it was to this
secret that Sr1 Guru Gobind Singh ji drew mankind's attention when he declared
that, "in this world of phenomenon, everything, is covered and controlled by the
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Time-sword, and men tend to lean on the mightiest":

'ya jag main sabh kal-kirpan ke bhari bhujan kau bhari bhroso."!

21. How else can we explain the back-sliding of almost 80 lacs of Sikhs in
1849, to a mere 18 lacs of Sikhs in the Census of 1862 ? What explains, if not decay
of political power and might of the Sikhs in 1850, the conversion of Raja Sir Harnam
Singh and Sadhu Sunder Singh to Christianity, the coversion to Islam of the learned
ulema, Obeidullah Sindhi, and the father and family of internationally-famous jurist,
Sir Mohd. Zaftar-Ullah Khan ? What made the scion of the martyr Bhai Mati Das,
the late Bhai Parmanand, his son and son-in-law, and the uniquely vital off-spring
of a devout sahajdhari Sikh family, Dr. Sir Gokal Chand Narang break away from
the gravitational orbit of Sikhism and stray into the barren wastelands of Aryasama;j?
Again, during the short historical span of their existence, the Sikhs have seen much
misunderstanding and malice, prejudice and persecution, fierce onslaughts and
genocide pogroms, victory and glory, power and prosperity, defeat and subjugation,
ridicule and abasement, poverty and deprivation, and yet throughout these
vicissitudes, neither friend nor foe, neither neighbour nor stranger, through ill-will
or ignorance has ever dared or cared to belittle or denigrate the great Sikh Prophets,
the Gurus, in respect of their thoughts, words or deeds, universally holding them in
highest estimation; as men, leaders of men and religious Prophets Malcolm, Mcregor,
Cunningham, Dorothy Field, Toynbee, Sujan Rai, Khushwaqt Rai, Daulat Ram,
Mohammad Latif display unanimity here though much multinimity elsewhere, while
writing on Sikhs and Sikhism. But, for the first time when the Sikhs missed the bus
in 1947 and became what they now have become, and even when they succeeded,
in the changed circumstances, in establishing a University of Sikh Culture called the
Punjabi University at Patiala, and a University of Sikh Religion called, the Guru
Nanak Dev University, at Amritsar, 'Sikh' professors in these Universities boldly
surfaced to proclaim and argue that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib was a robber-
chief, in the habit of providing succour and incitement to like minded lawless elements,
which misdeeds of his brought upon him the nemesis of the Mughal law leading to
his public decapitation as a criminal, at Delhi, of which just punishment, the Mughal
Aurangzeb, was altogether innocent and ignorant, that the main and original grievance
of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji against the good Mughal Government was that land
revenue and State taxes were demanded of him, according to law which he was
reluctant to pay, and that he met defeat after defeat in his conflicts with the State
forces owing to his poor knowledge of field-strategy. Has the current political status
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of the Sikh people nothing to do with this disgusting phenomenon? Delhi-based
pseudo-Nirankaris are not being discussed here for obvious reasons.

22. These are only few instances of the operative and decisive role which
political power and prestige play in relation to acceptability and prevalence of a
religion and this law of History, the basic pattern of human behaviour and tendency
of human nature is more pertinent in the case of Sikhs and Sikhism, for, Sikhism,
unlike most other world-religions, is not merely a Church of worship but is
simultaneously, a Church of social policy also, and as soon as the Sikh people are
separated from and deprived of political sovereignty and power, Sikhism becomes
eviscerated of its elan and true ethos. It is for this reason that the ambition, the claim,
and the destiny, adumberated and proclaimed in the litany : raj karega Khalsa is
basic to Sikh religion and the assignees of its social commitments, the Sikh people,
and the second homistisch of this litany : Aki rahe na koi is merely complementary
to the first, both being obverse and reverse sides of the same medal.

Conti....
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1. Akalustat
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Readers pay attention
Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. - Editor
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC organises event to commemorate attack on
Sri Darbar Sahib on July 4, 1955

Will compile collection after conducting thorough research

on 1955 Saka: Bibi Jagir Kaur

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) today
organised an event at Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib Diwan Hall to commemorate the
attack on Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib (Sri Darbar Sahib) on July 4, 1955 by
the then government. A special event was organised to remember this attack as per
the decision taken by the SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur.

To crush the demand of Sikhs for a Punjabi state on the basis of language, the
then government launched this attack in July 1955. This was the first attack on the
central Sikh shrine Sri Darbar Sahib after the independence of the country, by the

government of their own country which forgot all the promises made to the Sikhs,
leaving deep wounds on the Sikh psyche. On this occasion, SGPC president Bibi
Jagir Kaur while addressing from the stage of Gurdwara Manji Sahib said that the
motive of this event is to make the Sikh youth aware of the story of atrocities
perpetrated on the community.

"Sikhs sacrificed 80 per cent of their lives for the independence of the country
but the mere deployment of police force on the central shrine of Sikhs only after 8
years of independence was a manifestation of anti-Sikh mentality of the then Congress
government. The then Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Punjab Chief
Minister Bhim Sen Sachar had tried to suppress the legitimate demands of the Sikhs,
but the Sikh community always emerged victorious from the challenges", said Bibi
Jagir Kaur. Bibi Jagir Kaur announced that a collection will be compiled after
conducting thorough research on the attack on Sri Darbar Sahib on July 4, 1955 and
photographs related to this attack would also be a part of it. "Efforts will be made to
preserve memories by searching for the eyewitnesses of that time who saw the attack
in July 1955", said Bibi Jagir Kaur. SGPC president appealed to the Sikh parents to
fulfil their responsibility of making their children aware of the history.



Gurdwara Gazette 98 Sawan (July 2021)

On this occasion, Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib, Giani Harpreet Singh said in
his address that the governments of the time have always made efforts to suppress
the Sikhs and it was in this context that the July 4, 1955 attack was carried out.

"Reneging on the promises made by the then government to the Sikhs after the
independence of the country was similar to the breaking of promises and oaths
made by the Pahadi Rajahs (hills kings) at Sri Anandpur Sahib to the tenth Guru, Sri
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. But when the states were formed in India on the basis of
language, justice was not done with Punjab. But to suppress the voice of Sikhs
making legitimate demands, an attack was made on Sri Darbar Sahib", said Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh.

"The police force was sent on the orders of the Nehru government, which
inflicted heavy loss to the holiness and conduct of the central Sikh shrine. Shots
were fired and hundreds of Sikhs were arrested", said Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh.

"Sikhs always fought for the welfare of the country and were treated as strangers
by the governments. The unity of the Sikh community is the only way out of the
challenges which were exemplified in history. The governments want that the Sikhs
should never be united and that no voice is raised about the political agenda of the
Sikhs even from Sri Akal Takht Sahib. But these great institutions have always led
and will continue to lead the Sikh Qaum (community)", said Jathedar Giani Harpreet
Singh. Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh said that the solution to any challenge is "Qaumi
unity" (community's unity) and the Sikhs in entirety should unite under the
guardianship of Sri Akal Takht Sahib for the betterment of the "Qaum". Jathedar
commended the decision of SGPC president Bibi Jagir Kaur to commemorate the
first attack on Sri Darbar Sahib in independent India and said that the decision taken
to research its history is the need of the time. It is notable that in today's event, the
teargas shells which were fired and thrown by the police inside Sri Darbar Sahib
complex and on the Sikhs during the July 1955 attack were displayed in the public
view for the Sangat (devotees) on the stage of Gurdwara Manji Sahib.

Additional head granthi Giani Jagtar Singh, granthi Giani Jaswant Singh, SGPC
senior-vice president Surjit Singh Bhitewad, general secretary Bhagwant Singh
Sialka, SGPC members Harjap Singh Sultanwind, Gurinderpal Singh Gora, Bhai
Ram Singh, Gurnam Singh Jassal, Suwinder Singh Sabharwal, Tara Singh Salha,
Bibi Joginder Kaur Bathinda, Bibi Joginder Kaur Dharamkot, Ratan Singh Jafferwal,
SGPC officials and a large number of Sangat were present.
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