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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 Dec. (a)

(b)
17 Dec.

18 Dec.
19 Dec.

22 Dec.

23 Dec.

24 Dec.

27 Dec.

28 Dec.

29 Dec.

30 Dec.

31 Dec. (a)

(16"™ December to 15™ January)

The Treaty of Bharwal was signed between the British and the Sikh
state of Lahore. Accordingly, Gulab Singh was recognized as the
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir and Henry Lawrence was appointed

as British Resident at the Lahore Darbar. (16-12-1846)
A Sikh Convention held at Amritsar and demand of formation of
Punjabi Suba was raised first time ever. (16-12-1950)
Bhai Jaita, Bhai Sukhia Mandan and many other Sikhs got Martyrdom
in the battle of Mehra;. (17-12-1634)
First Anglo-Sikh battle was started at Mudki. (18-12-1845)
Punjab Assembly passed the bill of recognition of Punjabi language
as official language. (19-12-1967)
The Sikhs did boycott of Third Round Table Conference that held at
London. (22-12-1932)

Convention of Ex Army Sikh Men held at Amritsar, in which
thousands of Ex Army Sikh Men supported the Dharm Yudh Morcha.
(23-12-1982)
Jathedar Kartar Singh Jhabber was selected as a Chief of Akali Jatha
Khara Sauda Bar. (24-12-1920)
Jawahar Lal Nehru the contemporary Prime Minister of India was not
allowed by the Sikhs to speech from the stage of Gurdwara Fatehgarh

Sahib. (27-12-1953)
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee took control of
Gurdwara Bhai Pheru. (28-12-1922)

While addressing the Leaderes of All Parties Convention S. B. Mehtab
Singh said that "if Government would ignore Sikhs then the future of
India will be decided by Kirpan (sword)." (29-12-1928)
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee announced an agitation
for the right of the Sikhs to wear the Kirpan (sword). (30-12-1935)
Indian Government passed Gurdwara Amendment Bill as a conspiracy
to occupy the Sikh shrines. (31-12-1958)
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1 Jan.

6 Jan.

7 Jan.

9 Jan.

11 Jan.

12 Jan.

13 Jan

14 Jan

(b)

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

(©

Punjab Government confessed that 328 Sikhs were killed and 3751

were arrested in 1987. (31-12-1987)
First Jatha of Sikhs courted arrest on the issue of Kirpan (Sword).
(1-1-1936)

Bhai Satwant Singh and Bhai Kehar Singh hanged till death in Delhi
Jail. The bodies of these two martyrs were cremated inside the Jail and
meanwhile the Curfew was imposed in Punjab. (6-1-1989)
The newly Executive Committee of SGPC got arrested. The SGPC
decided to send Shaheedi Jatha to Gurdwara Gangsar for the 'Jaito da

Morcha'. (7-1-1924)
The Sikh Intellectuals Conference was held at Amritsar and the Dharam
Yudh Morcha was supported. (9-1-1983)
Last prayers for Bhai Satwant Singh and Bhai Kehar Singh was done
at Shri Akal Takhat Sahib. (11-1-1989)
Sikhs took over the control of Sikh Shrines of Anandpur Sahib.
(12-1-1923)

The Hindus attacked Nagar Kirtan on the birth anniversary of Sri
Guru Gobind Singh ji at Jammu and killed 9 Sikhs.  (13-1-1989)
A battle took place between the Sikhs and the British at Chelianwali,
in which 132 British officers and 2446 soldiers were killed. Irritated
by the loss of so many men, the British army massacred ordinary Sikhs
for several days. The incident was a testament to the brutality of the
self-proclaimed civilized British, which overcame the earlier Mughal
atrocities on the Sikhs. (13-1-1849)
The outer wall of Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib (Delhi) demolished
by the British Govt. (14-1-1914)
Official use of Punjabi language was started at district level in Punjab.
(14-1-1967)
If the areas of Fazilka and Abohar should be remained in Punjab or be
given to Haryana, to decide this, Referendum held in 54 villages.
During ferendum, the Punjabi-speaking Hindus of these villages
submitted Hindi as their language instead of Punjabi, and in spite of
this, both of these areas did not given to Haryana because of last
referendum of Kandukhera village. S. Parkash Singh Badal played
an important role in Kandukhera Referendum. (14-1-1986) W
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SGPC NEWS

If convicts of Rajiv Gandhi murder case can be
released, why not Sikh prisoners:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

SGPC President's reaction after Supreme Court decision

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami while reacting to the Supreme Court's Friday decision to
release convicts in Rajiv Gandhi's assassination case, raised question that why the
same is not being applied in the cases of Sikh political prisoners?

He alleged that the discriminatory policy being adopted by governments for
the Sikhs stands exposed with this decision. The SGPC President in a statement
issued from his office said that the Sikh community has been raising voice for the
release of Sikh political prisoners locked in different jails in the country for the last
three decades, but the governments have turned a deaf ear. He said that there are
many such cases, in which the governments have been merciful to the prisoners
with heinous charges like murder, rape, etc. On the other hand, injustice is being
done to the Sikh prisoners. He said even release of Prof. Devinderpal Singh Bhullar
is possible with a consent from the Aam Aadmi Party government in Delhi, but the
Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal is adopting anti-Sikh sentiments. Similarly,
the case of Bhai Gurdeep Singh Khera's release is pending with the Karnataka
government, he said. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that despite the clear instructions
by the Supreme Court in the case of death sentence commutation of Bhai Balwant
Singh Rajoana, the governments are working under the policy of ignorance and
opposition.

SGPC President said that if the Tamil Nadu state government can recommend
the release of accused involved in Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, then why not
the same can be done by the governments of various states, including the Centre
and Punjab for the release of Sikh political prisoners. He also said that the release of
the Sikh prisoners is linked to completion of their sentences, while the convicts of
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the Rajiv Gandhi assassination have been released prematurely. This discrimination
is deeply hurtful to Sikh sentiments, about which governments should be serious.

Congress hurt Sikh sentiments by giving responsibility to Jagdish Tytler

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami has expressed strong objection to
Congress for including Sikh Genocide accused Jagdish Tytler in the state election
committee for the elections of Municipal Corporation Delhi. He said that even after
38 years, the wounds of the Sikh Genocide are still oozing and the victim Sikh
families are demanding punishment for the perpetuators. He said Congress is
rewarding the perpetrators of Sikh Genocide by giving them positions. SGPC
President strongly said that Congress should refrain from such actions.

Harjinder Singh Dhami has also condemned the incident of honouring Congress
leader Kamal Nath, another accused of Sikh Genocide cases, during a religious
congregation related to Prakash Gurpurb of first Guru at Indore, Madhya Pradesh
(MP). He said that the organizers of the event did not do it right by honouring
Kamal Nath. SGPC President also appreciated the protest by famous Kirtaniya Bhai
Manpreet Singh Kanpuri who went there to do Kirtan during the congregation at
Indore. He also appealed to the Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib to hold accountability
of organizers of the congregation at Indore. November 11

SGPC demand action against those making
provocative & hate speech against Sikhs

SGPC secretary Partap Singh writes to Amritsar CP

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has written
to Commissioner of Police, Amritsar, demanding strict legal action against those
who made provocative and hate speech against Sikhs. This letter was written by
SGPC secretary Partap Singh, which was handed over to Amritsar Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP) Parminder Singh Bhandal. Secretary Partap Singh
said that a video of a Shiv Sena leader namely Harvinder Soni from Gurdaspur
calling Sikhs as terrorists and threatening to attack Sri Darbar Sahib has gone viral
on social media. "Due to this provocative statement about Sri Darbar Sahib, the
central Sikh shrine, there is a lot of resentment among the community members",
said Partap Singh.

He said in another viral video a person namely Rahul of Amritsar, associated
with Shiv Sena has threatened Sikhs of killing them. He said these statements are
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can disturb peaceful environment of Punjab, which has the tendency to break mutual
brotherhood of people living here, peace, law and order.

The SGPC secretary demanded that strict legal action should be taken against
these two persons by registering case against them under the relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code. He said it should be ensured that in future, if someone makes
such hate speech, then the culprit is not spared. November 15

102nd Foundation Day of SGPC celebrated

Struggle to establish SGPC laid foundation for freedom of

country: Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal

Amritsar: The 102nd Foundation Day of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) was celebrated here at Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib Diwan Hall
located at Sri Darbar Sahib campus. On this occasion, after the bhog (concluding
ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib (uninterrupted recitation of Guru Granth Sahib),
raagi jatha of Bhai Gurkirat Singh of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib performed
Gurbani Kirtan and Granthi Giani Gurminder Singh shared his views and appreciated
the work done by SGPC during its one century long journey.

Speaking at the congregation held on the occasion of the Foundation Day,
SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal said that the Sikh
community has embarked on a journey of struggles from the beginning, under which
the sacrifices made for the establishment of the SGPC, the representative body of
the Sikh community, are great. He said that the movement that took place during the
establishment of the SGPC also laid the foundation for the country's freedom struggle.
He said that the SGPC has left no stone unturned to uplift the country, but it is a
matter of regret that today government moves are being made to destroy this
organization. Bhai Grewal said that perhaps the reason for this is the work done by
the SGPC as a leader in every field, from which the governments are nervous. He
said that although many challenges are being given to the Sikh organisation by anti-
Sikh forces, still it is moving forward according to its history and traditions and will
continue to perform its duty with honour in the future. Bhai Gurbhej Singh's dhadi
jatha also participated in the event with enthusiastic ballads.

On this occasion, SGPC Junior Vice President Avtar Singh Ria, SGPC
members Bhai Rajinder Singh, Bhai Manjit Singh, Harjap Singh Sultanwind,
secretary Partap Singh, additional secretary Paramyjit Singh Saroa, Kulwinder Singh
Ramdas, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Harjit Singh Lalughumman, Gurinder Singh
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Mathrewal, assistant secretary Nirvail Singh, Lakhbir Singh, Paramjit Singh, Manager
Sukhraj Singh, superintendent Malkit Singh Beharwal, head preacher Bhai Jagdev
Singh, were present.

Harjinder Singh Dhami congratulate Sangat on Foundation Day of SGPC
Expressed devotion on martyrdom day of Shaheed Baba Deep Singh

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami congratulating the Sikhs on the
foundation day of SGPC said that the history of this Sikh organization, which came
into existence with the sacrifices of Sikhs, has been very honorable for a century.
This premier organization of the Sikh community has made notable achievements
in the fields of religious preaching, education, health, Sikh issues, sports and public
welfare, along with the service and maintenance of Gurdwara Sahibs. He said that
today efforts are being made to break this representative organization of Sikhs. The
governments are trying their best to weaken the Sikh power by creating divisions
among the Sikhs, but the Sikh community will never allow these mischievous
conspiracies to succeed. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the SGPC has been working
for the betterment of the Sikh community in the light of its glorious history, traditions
and customs and will continue to do so in the future.

Meanwhile, SGPC President also paid homage and respect to Shaheed Baba
Deep Singh, on the occasion of his martyrdom day. He said that the martyrdom
given by the important hero of Sikh history, Shaheed Baba Deep Singh, for the
sanctity of Sri Darbar Sahib is a source of inspiration for the Sangat, from which
they should get guidance and resolve to guard the shrines and institutions.

November 15

RSS & BJP should stop interference in Sikh
affairs: Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal

General Secretary writes letter to RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) General
Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal today wrote a letter to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) Chief Shri Mohan Bhagwat, asking to him to stop
unnecessary interference of RSS and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) into Sikh affairs.

In a letter written on the foundation day of SGPC, Bhai Grewal wrote in strict
words that SGPC came into existence after great sacrifices and the struggle started
for its establishment laid the foundation for the country’s independence.
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"But sadly, BJP ruled Centre government and BJP leaders are interfering directly
to complicate SGPC affairs. An example of this interference came to fore during
annual election of office-bearers of SGPC on November 9", said Bhai Grewal.

He said that BJP (political wing of RSS) ruled Indian government, BJP ruled
Haryana government and BJP leaders on constitutional posts, directly interfered in
SGPC election. This organisation has completed its 102-year glorious journey, during
which it has done exemplary work for managing Gurdwara Sahibs, as well as for
preaching of Sikh faith, health-education and humanitarian work. SGPC has also
responsibly pursued Sikh issues time and again.

Bhai Grewal wrote to Bhagwat that, "If it (interference) is happening without
your knowledge then you should immediately intervene and if it is with your
knowledge then it is the right time for your organisation (RSS) to think upon your
ideological approach as this is creating a rift in mutual religious relations in this
multi-cultural and multi-religious society, which I fear will deepen in future. This
phenomenon will create instability in the minds of Sikhs which is not good for the
country." He said that path on which RSS and it's political wing BJP are walking,
the anti-Sikh Congress class used to interfere in such manner.

Today, on the historical Foundation Day of the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar we suggest you that the Rashtriya Swayansevak
Sangh and the BJP should stop interfering in Sikh issues. We hope that you will
think deeply about this and stay away from the activities of the Sikh organisations
and the activities that complicate the issues of Sikhs in the future. In his letter, Bhai
Grewal said SGPC has completed its 102-year long glorious journey, during which
it has done exemplary work for managing Gurdwara Sahibs, as well as for preaching
of Sikh faith, health-education and humanitarian work. He said during its century-
long history, the SGPC has never interfered with into affairs of any religion/belief
and has worked for Sarbat Da Bhala (welfare of all). SGPC General Secretary
suggested that RSS and BJP should stop interference into Sikh affairs and it should
deeply think over its approach besides refraining from getting involved in the activities
done to complicate Qaumi (community's) issues. November 15

SGPC President takes notice of opposition to posters

demanding release of Sikh prisoners in Haryana

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has taken a strong notice of the threats given to management
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of Gurdwara Sahib over phone and social media, for placing posters demanding
release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh political prisoners) in Charkhi Dadri of Haryana.

As per the information, president of Gurdwara Sahib at Charkhi Dadri, Neeraj
Singh had given a written complaint to the local police station, that he was being
harassed and threatened by some people for putting up posters released by SGPC
demanding release of Sikh prisoners.

About this issue, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said demanding
release of Bandi Singhs is not a crime and it is the demand of entire Sikh community.
There is protest among the Sikhs in entire country over the non-release of Sikh
prisoners, because even after they have completed their sentences, injustice is being
done to the Sikhs imprisoned in different jails of the country for three decades. He
said placing a poster on the Gurdwara Sahib in Haryana's Charkhi Dadri is a part of
the demand of Sikh community. "People who objected to placing posters in Charkhi
Dadri wants to give a communal color to the rightful demand of Sikhs", he said.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the SGPC is making preparations to intensify
this demand with more force in coming days.As per the resolution passed during the
general house meeting of the SGPC on November 9, regarding release of Sikh
prisoners, the signature campaign is also being started from December 1, 2022. He
said that the SGPC stands firmly with Charkhi Dadri Gurdwara management in
Haryana, who are part of struggle for the release of Sikh prisoners and they do not
need to worry of anybody.

Meanwhile, SGPC spokesperson Harbhajan Singh Vakta said that in a telephone
conversation, president of Charkhi Dadri Gurdwara Sahib, Neeraj Singh has expressed
his firmness on this issue of community. He said as per Neeraj Singh, the police also
reached him after he gave a complaint, to whom he told that this work has been
done as per the order of Akal Takht Sahib. Neeraj Singh has also told during the
conversation that some persons on behalf of the people who threatened have also
advanced to settle this issue by apologising. November 16

SGPC President holds meeting with member-in-

charges appointed for various departments

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami today held a meeting with the member-in-charges appointed
for various departments of SGPC and discussed to run the management more
smoothly in future. These members-in-charges were appointed as per the decision
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taken in the general house session of SGPC on November 9.

In this first meeting with member-in-charges, SGPC President Harjinder Singh
Dhami urged them to carry out the work related to the preaching Sikh faith, langars
(community kitchen) of Gurdwara Sahibs, Sangat sarais (inns), constructions,
education and legal issues more efficiently and submit the report from time to time.
He said the responsibilities given for the work of various departments should be
carried out according to the sentiments of Sangat and priorities of the present time,
and necessary suggestions should be given besides doing regular monitoring. Giving
more information, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the member-in-charges appointed
for the evaluation of the administrative affairs of the SGPC will review the work
related to their respective departments and submit report. "In a meeting with all the
member-in-charges, necessary recommendations will be implemented as per their
reports", said SGPC President.

He also said that as part of the struggle started by the SGPC for the release of
Bandi Singhs (Sikh political prisoners), discussions have also been held about starting
a signature campaign from December 1, 2022. He said that necessary proformas
have been prepared in this regard, which will be filled by visiting different districts,
villages, towns and cities. Special camps would also be organized in this regard and
after completing the process of filling the proforma, they will be presented to the
Governor of Punjab. About intensifying Dharam Prachar (Sikh faith propagation),
SGPC President said parties of preachers and volunteers will be dispatched under
house to house campaign as per modern priorities.

He said information will be conveyed to the people about Sikh history and
Rehat Maryada (Sikh code of conduct) through religious diwans (congregations) as
well as dialogue method. Harjinder Singh Dhami said the decision taken in the
recent past about the International Sikh Advisory Board will also be implemented
soon and Sikh representatives from different countries will be taken for its formation.

Present in the meeting included SGPC senior vice-president Baldev Singh
Qaimpur, junior vice-president Avtar Singh Ria, general secretary Bhai Gurcharan
Singh Grewal, members Mohan Singh Bangi, Bawa Singh Gumanpura, Jarnail
Singh Kartarpur, Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Sher Singh Mandwala, Gurnam Singh
Jassal, Surjit Singh Tugalwal, Bibi Gurinder Kaur Bholuwala, Bhai Rajinder Singh,
Bhai Amarjit Singh, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Surjit Singh Bhittewad,
Bhai Ram Singh, Jodh Singh Samra, Navtej Singh Kauni, Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa,
Sarwan Singh Kular, Ajmer Singh Khera, Bhai Manjit Singh, Kulwant Singh
Mannan, Raghbir Singh Saharan Majra, Gurmeet Singh Booh, Amrik Singh
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Vichhoa, Amarjit Singh Bhaliapur, Harbhajan Singh Masana, Balwinder Singh Vain
Puin, secretery Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh, additional secretary Sukhminder
Singh, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, and Harjit Singh. November 1

Only Punjab has right over Chandigarh, established
after ruining its villages: Advocate Dhami

Raise objection to Haryana speaker's demand for land in

Chandigarh for separate Vidhan Sabha

Amritsar: Reacting to effort made by Haryana Vidhan Sabha speaker Gian
Chand Gupta, demanding land for separate Haryana State Legislative Assembly in
Chandigarh during a meeting with Punjab Governor Banwari Lal Purohit yesterday,
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President Harjinder Singh
Dhami said on Sunday that only Punjab has the right over Chandigarh, the city
established after ruining dozens of villages of Punjab and no one will be allowed to
rob this right. He said that the rights of Punjab are being neglected by adopting
different mischievous tactics. SGPC President said that it is sad that Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann is also taking an anti-Punjab stand instead of
representing the state. "Punjab CM's tweet (on July 9, 2022) is proof of his anti-state
stand, in which he has tried to weaken Punjab's right over Chandigarh by demanding
land for a separate Punjab Vidhan Sabha like Haryana from Union. Due to
conspiratorial role being played by Punjab CM Bhagwant Singh Mann, the Centre
government is constantly diminishing the rights of Punjab from Chandigarh", said
Harjinder Singh Dhami.

SGPC President said that Punjab had, still has and will continue to have the
right over Chandigarh. He said the Union government has already did many excesses
on Punjab and no more of the same will be tolerated. He said Haryana should use its
own land for separate state assembly and vacate the existing assembly in Chandigarh
and hand the occupied area over to Punjab. SGPC President also appealed to the
Governor of Punjab not to support any anti-Punjab decision. November 20

Governments should observe martyrdom day of
Sahibzadas as Sahibzade Shahdat Diwas & not as
Veer Bal Diwas: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) in its
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today's executive committee (EC) meeting presided over by SGPC President

Harjinder Singh Dhami has decided that the signature campaign to be launched
from December 1, 2022, demanding release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh political prisoners)
will be held nationwide.

It was the first meeting of the SGPC EC which was newly elected on November
9, in which many important decisions were taken. Speaking to the media after the
meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the active campaign
under the struggle for the release of Sikh prisoners will be taken forward from
December 1, 2022. He said a signature campaign will be launched, under which,
proformas will be filled besides spreading awareness among the Sangat about the
cases of Sikh prisoners and the punishments served. "In order to make this movement
nationwide, an approach will be made for filling proformas to different states through
the SGPC's Sikh missions and Gurdwara management committees besides Punjab",
said Harjinder Singh Dhami. He said that the center of this campaign will be the
SGPC office in Amritsar, while sub-centres will be established in every district of
Punjab and Sikh missions outside Punjab.

"Especially in Punjab, proformas will be filled by setting up camps at
Gurdwaras, educational institutions, railway stations, bus stands, cities, towns and
important intersections", said SGPC President.

He said that after completing the work of filling the proformas, a one-day protest
will be held by all SGPC members at Chandigarh, after which, the filled proformas
will be handed over to the Governor of Punjab. He also said that besides filling the
proformas, its entire written and digital record will also be maintained simultaneously.

About another EC decisions, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that following the
direction from Sri Akal Takht Sahib, the SGPC had appealed to Government of
India to observe the martyrdom day of Sahibzadas as 'Sahibzade Shahadat Diwas'
instead of 'Veer Bal Diwas'.

"The Union and state governments have been asked once again to implement
the decision as recommended by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. Martyrdom day of Sahibzadas
is an important page of Sikh history, which should be observed as per the spirit of
Sikh heritage and Gurmat (teachings of Sikh Gurus). Therefore, the Government of
India should change and announce the name of this day as 'Sahibzade Shahadat
Diwas' as suggested by the committee formed by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. I urge the
state governments to organize the event in accordance with the same spirit, and not
as Veer Bal Diwas", said Harjinder Singh Dhami.
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The SGPC President said that rules have also been framed for the proper use
of Siropao (robe of honour) in the future. Now it has been decided to honour the
dignitaries only with books instead of Siropao, shawl and mementoes in every
educational institution. Even at Gurdwaras, orders have been issued to ensure use
of Siropao as per the Gurmat. "Only those who have contributed to Panthic
(community's) causes will be honoured with Siropao, while books will be given to
other respected personalities”, he said. SGPC EC has also decided to put a complete
ban on recruitment within the SGPC for the next 6 months. SGPC President said
only temporary labour can be employed as per the requirement during major jorh
melas (historical congregations). SGPC President also informed that the already
running YouTube channel of SGPC will be made functional in a better way to
ensure communication of various SGPC functions to the Sangat on a regular basis.

Apart from SGPC President, those present in the EC meeting included senior
vice-president Baldev Singh Qaimpur, junior vice-president Avtar Singh Ria, general
secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal, EC members Mohan Singh Bangi, Jarnail
Singh Kartarpur, Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bawa Singh Gumanpura, Bibi Gurinder
Kaur Bholuwala, Gurnam Singh Jassal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Sher Singh
Mandwala, Baba Gurpreet Singh, Bhupinder Singh Assandh and Malkit Singh
Changal, secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretaries
Sukhminder Singh, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, Gurmeet
Singh Buttar, assistant secretary Gurdial Singh, Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, in-charge
Shahbaz Singh, superintendent Malkeet Singh Beharwal, Paramjit Singh, Jatinderpal
Singh, in-charge Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh, Karaj Singh, Harpal Singh,
Tarsem Singh, and manager Satnam Singh Mangasarai, Sukhraj Singh.

November 22

Government should pay attention to removal of
encroachment from roads leading to Sri Darbar
Sahib & haphazard traffic in Amritsar: Bhai Grewal

Says city's condition putting bad impression on pilgrims
Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
expressed deep concern over the haphazard traffic management of the Guru Nagri
(Guru's city) Sri Amritsar, encroachment by shopkeepers on the roads leading to
Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and overcrowding of auto/cycle rickshaws and e-
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rickshaws. SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal has asked the
Punjab government and the Amritsar district administration and municipal corporation
to take immediate necessary steps in this regard.

Gurcharan Singh Grewal said that Amritsar is the center of attraction for the
people from across the globe because of Sri Harmandar Sahib and a large number
of pilgrims from the country and abroad pay obeisance here with devotion as well
as travel to the historical shrines located in the city."But the haphazard traffic of the
city and the abundance of encroachments on the roads have a bad effect on the
minds of pilgrims. Even the heritage street leading to Sri Harmandar Sahib has been
illegally encroached by the shopkeepers. The condition of the only road through
which vehicles can reach the holy Sikh shrine is also not good. There are frequent
traffic jams due to the drains and electric poles on both sides of roads", said Bhai
Grewal. He said on the road while coming from Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba
Deep Singh to Gurdwara Baba Atal Rai Sahib, the shopkeepers have deliberately
extended their shops, which causes inconvenience to the Sangat. The situation here
is such that it is very difficult to walk here. SGPC General Secretary said that it is
sad that the Punjab government and the city administration are not paying attention
to these important issues. He said that an important resolution was also passed in
this regard during the general house session of SGPC on November 9, which has
been sent to the government and concerned departments.

Bhai Grewal appealed to the responsible officials of the Punjab Government
and the entire Amritsar district administration to pay special attention to these
problems of the city and especially to remove illegal encroachments by shopkeepers
on the roads leading to Sri Harimandar Sahib and also to reduce the traffic. He also
appealed to the residents of the city to raise their voice on these issues with the
government and the administration, so that the pilgrims who arrive here carry a
good message.

Call to take SGPC'’s signature campaign across
world for release of Sikh prisoners

Campaign started in 25 Gurdwaras including Sachkhand

Sri Harmandar Sahib
Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has today
launched a large-scale signature campaign for the release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh
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political prisoners) and has announced that it will be taken throughout the country in
a few days and to the world level through an online medium.

Today, as part of this campaign, centers were established in around 25
Gurdwaras of Punjab and Haryana, including Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib,
Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib and Takht Sri Damdama Sahib, and the process of filling
proforma from the Sangat was started. In Amritsar, the signature campaign was
started from a center set up near Sri Guru Ramdas Ji Niwas (inn) at Sri Harmandar
Sahib by SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami after Ardas (Sikh prayer), while
SGPC members were also present on this occasion.

Talking to the media, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the
release of Sikh prisoners who have completed their sentences is a very important
issue of the Sikh community, for which the signature campaign to create a mass
movement will prove to be decisive. He said that the SGPC has been raising its
voice for the release of Sikh prisoners for a long time and under this, efforts have
been made at all levels along with legal remedies.

“The negative attitude adopted by the governments in this regard is a great
injustice to the Sikh community. Despite great sacrifices made by the Sikh community
for the country, they have to struggle for their rights. Biased policy of the governments
in the case of Sikh prisoners is clearly visible and they are not being released in
deliberate violation of human rights”, said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

He said that in continuation of the efforts made by the SGPC in the past, the
signature campaign has been started and it is hoped that this will open the closed
ears of the governments.

SGPC President said that the campaign has been started from 25 Gurdwaras
simultaneously today and in the next few days, it will be taken to different states in
India through SGPC’s Sikh missions. He said that though it was decided to start it
as a nationwide campaign, as per sentiments of the Sangat, its reach will now be
made across the world with digital mediums. He also said that the proformas to be
filled under the signature campaign will also be printed in Hindi and English
languages, so that people from states outside Punjab can understand this cause closely
and participate in it. He said that a special online Google form has been prepared to
connect people from abroad with this signature campaign, for filling which a link
will be provided on the SGPC's website and social media platforms.

Meanwhile, Harjinder Singh Dhami also announced a committee of legal
experts for the release of the Sikh prisoners. He said that along with creating a mass
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movement, there will be no slack in legal proceedings. A four-member panel of
lawyers will work on this issue including senior lawyer Advocate Puran Singh
Hundal, Advocate Paramjit Singh Thiara, Advocate Baldev Singh Dhillon and
Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka. He said that there will be alternatives to include
other eminent lawyers in this panel also.

SGPC President appealed to all organisations fighting for human rights as well
as Sikh organisations and sabha societies and Sangat to be part of this signature
campaign for the release of Sikh prisoners.

Present on this occasion included SGPC executive member Bawa Singh
Gumanpura, Sher Singh Mandwala, members Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Bhai Ram
Singh, Harjap Singh Sultanwind, Mangwinder Singh Khaparkheri, Amarjit Singh
Bandala, Baljit Singh Jalal Usma, Amrik Singh Vichhoa, Amarjit Singh Bhaliapur,
Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhyasi, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami,
additional secretary Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, manager Satnam Singh Mangasarai,
Sukhraj Singh, Harpreet Singh, in-charge Shahbaz Singh, superintendent Malkit
Singh Beharwal, and additional manager Nishan Singh. December 1 m

The devorees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Guradwara Shaheed Gany Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed’ Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. 7his
has been decided ro facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

vernue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromant Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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