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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

17 July

24 July
28 July
31 July
4 August

5 August

7 August
8 August

15 August

(16" July to 15" August)

S. Teja Singh Smundri passed away in the Lahore Jail in 1926.
Office of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was named
"Teja Singh Samundri Hall' after his name to commemorate his

contribution. (17-7-1926)
Baba Gurdit Singh ji Komagata Maru passed away. (24-7-1954)
Punjab Governor passed Gurdwara Act. (28-7-1925)
Shaheed Udham Singh was hanged in London. (31-7-1940)

'‘Dharam Yudh Morcha' was started by the Shiromani Akali Dal,
headed by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal for long-standing Sikh

demands. (4-8-1982)
The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee passed a resolution
to launch Jaito Morcha. (5-8-1923)
The Sikh Gurdwara Act. 1925 was Gazetted. (7-8-1925)

A peaceful protest started to free Gurdwara Guru ka Bagh from the
control of Mahant Sundar Das. The government took favour of Mahant
and tortured Sikh Jathas for one month. But the Singhs did not leave
the path of peace and non-violence and the tolerance and bravery of
the Sikhs became world famous, finally the government bowed down.
The demands of the Sikhs were met and the Morcha ended successfully
on 17th November 1922. During this Morcha 5605 Singhs were
arrested and several others were martyred. (8-8-1922)
Indian Subcontinent divided into two parts India and Pakistan in
1947 by the British. That partition deprived of Sikhs from their
many historical and religious shrines. (15-8-1947)
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SGPC NEWS

Strict action should be taken against officials who
demolished Langar hall & houses of Sikhs in
Moradabad

Letter written to UP Chief Minister to give compensation to

victim families

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee President Advocate
S. Harjinder Singh has written a letter to Uttar Pradesh (UP) Chief Minister (CM)
Yogi Adityanath for doing justice in the case of demolition of langar (community
kitchen) hall and houses of some Sikhs by administration in Gagan Manoharpur
village near Moradabad.

SGPC President demanded that strict action should be taken against the
administrative officials and employees who demolished the houses of Sikhs and the
ruination of Sikhs be stopped.

S. Harjinder Singh told UP CM that the Sikhs who are settled at Gagan
Manoharpur village since 1973 are being deliberately ruined, therefore, action should
be taken against the accused people and compensation be given to the victim families.

Notably, after this matter came to the light, SGPC had marked a probe through
its Sikh Mission at Hapur, UP, and its report revealed that the village panchayat had
given the concerned land to a person namely S. Ganga Singh in 1973, whose family
still lives there. These Sikhs also developed a Gurdwara Sahib in the village besides
a langar hall, where every day, a large number of people had free food. However,
the administration while demolishing the langar hall also demolished the houses of
some Sikh families.

SGPC President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh this forcible action will not be
tolerated and appealed to UP CM Yogi Adityanath to intervene in this matter.

“The ruination of Sikhs living there for more than 50 years is not justified and
the UP government should stop the excesses being committed on its citizens”, said
S. Harjinder Singh. June 9
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SGPC President objects to appointment of non-
Sikh as MD & CEO of Punjab & Sind Bank

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate S. Harjinder Singh raised objection to the appointment of non-Sikh as
managing director (MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) of Punjab and Sind
Bank (PSB). Recently, the Government of India appointed Mr. Swarup Kumar
Saha as MD & CEO of PSB. SGPC President said that Punjab and Sind Bank was
established in 1908 as a dream of an independent bank of Sikhs and the decision
taken by the Sikh intellectuals associated with Chief Khalsa Diwan was very
important for the Sikh community.

“This bank (PSB) is known as Sikh bank and only a Sikh should be appointed
at its top post. A consensus was also reached in this regard with the government at
the time of nationalisation of this bank, but sadly it is not being implemented in
spirit”, said S. Harjinder Singh.

He said that even before the appointment of Mr. Swarup Kumar Saha, the
Sikh traditions were not followed and now, it has been done again.

Advocate S. Harjiinder Singh it is not justified to ignore the thought process of
Sikh personalities behind the establishment of this bank and the consensus formed
during its nationalisation and only Sikh should be appointed to the top post of PSB.

SGPC President appealed to the Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi
to consider appointing a Sikh as the MD and CEO of Punjab and Sind Bank, known
as a Sikh bank, so that the traditions associated with the establishment of this institution
are maintained and continued. June 9

Portraits of Shaheed Bhai Dilawar Singh & Giani
Bhagwan Singh displayed at Central Sikh Museum

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) today
displayed the portraits of former head granthi of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, Giani Bhagwan
Singh and Qaumi Shaheed Bhai Dilawar Singh at Central Sikh Museum, situated
inside Sri Darbar Sahib Complex. The portraits of both the personalities were
unveiled by SGPC President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh and additional head granthi
of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib, Giani Jagtar Singh.

Addressing this occasion, after the Gurbani Kirtan and ardas (prayer), Advocate
S. Harjinder Singh said that keeping in view their services, the portraits of Shaheed
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Bhai Dilawar Singh and Giani Bhagwan Singh are displayed at Central Sikh
Museum.

“Shaheed Bhai Dilawar Singh had put an end to the atrocities and gross human
right violations committed against the Sikhs then. The decision of sacrificing self is
not possible without the Guru’s blessing and whenever atrocities were committed
on the Qaum (community/nation), Sikhs have always made history by making
sacrifices”, said S. Harjinder Singh.

Meanwhile, S. Harjinder Singh termed the Panthak services of Giani Bhagwan
Singh for the Qaum as important.

On this occasion, additional head granthi Giani Jagtar Singh said that Qaum
always remembered those who gave sacrifice for the community and played an
important role in preaching the Sikh faith and such Qaumi personalities are respected
by displaying their portraits at Central Sikh Museum.

The family members of Shaheed Bhai Dilawar Singh and Giani Bhagwan
Singh were honoured with the Siropaos (robes of honour) by the SGPC President.

Those present on this occasion included former Jathedar Giani Gurbachan Singh,
SGPC executive member S. Balwinder Singh, S. Amarjit Singh, member Bhai Manjit
Singh, Advocate S. Bhagwant Singh, Prof Baljinder Singh, Bhai Bakhshish Singh
head of Akhand Keertani Jatha, S. Mahanbir Singh Sultanwind, Bapu Gurcharan
Singh, brother of General Shabeg Singh S. Beant Singh, S. Kanwarpal Singh Bittu,
Dr. Paramyjit Singh, S. Manjit Singh Bhoma, Bhai Satnam Singh, manager S. Baghel
Singh, S. Sukhraj Singh, S. Satnam Singh and other officials. June 14

SGPC President strongly condemns objectionable
remarks on Sikhs by Kiran Bedi

SGPC to take legal action against Kiran Bedi:
S. Harjinder Singh

Amritsar: Raising strong objection to the former IPS officer Kiran Bedi’s
objectionable remarks on Sikhs, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh condemned it strongly.

Advocate S. Harjinder Singh said that Kiran Bedi should read the Sikh history
that how the Sikhs stopped the invaders at 12 O’ Clock at the time of Abdali’s rule
when they used to invade Hindustan to rob invaluable items and women to sell
them off at the Ghazni’s market and that how the Sikhs who always remained ready
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to help people attacked the invaders and returned the robbed items and women with
due respect to their places. He said Kiran Bedi hails from Punjab and therefore, she
should have understanding of the history of Sikhs.

“But Kiran Bedi’s remarks on Sikhs are shocking and shameful, which have
hurt the sentiments of the entire Qaum. SGPC is sending a legal notice to Kiran
Bedi, so that relevant legal action could be taken against her”, said S. Harjinder
Singh. June 15

SGPC delegation raises Sikh issues before

Chairman of National Commission for Minorities

Amritsar: A high-level delegation of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) today held a meeting with S. Igbal Singh Lalpura, Chairman of
the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) at New Delhi and raised important
Sikh issues.

The SGPC delegation included General Secretary Jathedar Karnail Singh
Panjoli, Executive Committee member S. Sarvan Singh Kular, members S. Gurcharan
Singh Grewal and S. Satwinder Singh Tohra, Secretary of Dharam Prachar
Committee, SGPC S. Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Delhi Sikh Mission in-charge S.
Surinder Pal Singh and Writer IT Department, SGPC S. Jaskaran Singh.

The delegation members handed over a letter regarding Sikh issues sent by
SGPC President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh Dhami and demanded simplification
of these issues.

SGPC delegation leader Jathedar Karnail Singh Panjoli while giving information
said several issues pertaining to Sikhs have been raised with the National Commission
for Minorities.

He said the issues raised before the NCM include giving self determination to
Sikhs by amending Section 25 (B) of the Constitution of India; handing over
management of Gurdwara Gian Godrhi Sahib Haridwar, Gurdwara Dongmar Sahib
Sikkim and Gurdwara Mangu Mattha Sahib Odisha and other Gurdwaras to Sikhs;
release of Sikh political prisoners Prof Devinderpal Singh Bhullar, Bhai Balwant
Singh Rajoana, Bhai Jagtar Singh Hawara, Bhai Gurdeep Singh Kherha and others;
stopping fraudulent and by allurement conversion of Sikhs by so-called Christian
missionaries in Punjab and outside Punjab; stopping the eviction/ruination of Sikhs
at the hands of administration, living for long in different states and giving them
rights of the lands; strict punishment to the perpetrators of 1984 Sikh Genocide.
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S. Panjoli added that more issues include giving minority status to Sikhs living
in Jammu and Kashmir and fixing quota for them in government jobs, education
institutions and other organisations; making efforts at diplomatic level to stop racial
attacks on Sikhs in foreign countries; creating employment opportunities for Sikligar
and Vanjara Sikhs in their respective states for improving their economic condition;
issue of forcing Sikhs candidates/students to remove Kakaars during recruitments/
examinations and allowing to wear Kirpan in international flights like domestic ones;
getting Sikh history recognised from SGPC before including it in syllabus of different
state/centre boards of education and universities giving Indian citizenship to Hindus
and Sikhs migrated from Pakistan and Afghanistan and assurance of protection of
their lives and property in their respective countries.

S. Panjoli further added that similarly the demand has been made to abolish the
condition of passport for Sri Kartarpur Sahib Corridor; giving permission to SGPC
to EPF Trust for all its affiliated Institutions, Trusts, Hospitals, Educational
Institutions; exemption to SGPC from ESI and all its affiliated Institutions, Trusts,
Hospitals, Educational Institutions.

S. Karnail Singh Panjoli said that S. Igbal Singh Lalpura has assured to seriously
take up the issues raised by the SGPC.

Meeting held on conversion of Sikhs by so-called

Christian missionaries

The SGPC delegation that reached the office of National Commission for
Minorities at New Delhi, especially raised the issue of conversion of Sikhs by
fraudulent means, miraculous healing, false promises and allurement, etc. by so-
called Christian missionaries in Punjab and outside Punjab.

About this meeting, S. Karnail Singh Panjoli said this issue is extremely sensitive
and Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib expressed concern over the same.

He said SGPC had already raised this issue before the Chairman of National
Commission for Minorities, in view of the same; he (Chairman, NCM) had called in
the meeting, the representatives from Christian community as well.

S. Panjoli said that the meeting between both the community members was
held in a very cordial atmosphere and the Christian leaders gave a serious response
to the issue raised by the SGPC. He said that during the meeting, the Christian
representatives stated that they did not recognize the forcible, superstitious and
deceitful conversion and they were against such a phenomenon.



Gurdwara Gazette 126 Savan (July 2022)

S. Panjoli said that the issue was discussed during the meeting and the SGPC
delegation stressed that both the Sikh and Christian communities are in the minority
and the conflict between them is not normal. “The spirit of Jathedar of Sri Akal
Takht Sahib and the President, SGPC is to resolve this issue amicably. Under this,
the National Commission for Minorities was approached, which has played a
meaningful role and assured to continue the meetings of both the communities in
future also”, said S. Karnail Singh Panjoli. June 16

SGPC President welcomes Turban Day related
Act by Canadian state

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee President Advocate
S. Harjinder Singh has welcomed the Turban Day related Act passed by Manitoba
state of Canada. As per this Act passed, now every year April 13 will be celebrated
as Turban Day in Manitoba state of Canada.

SGPC President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh said dastar (turban) is an integral
part of Sikh living and today, Sikhs living across globe are increasing the pride of
Sikh identity by wearing turbans. "Respect and recognition to turban on behalf of
government in any country is satisfying and a matter of happiness. This has been
possible with the efforts of Sikhs living across globe and their achievements at the
international level", said S. Harjinder Singh, while thanking government of Manitoba
state and congratulating the Sikhs.

Meanwhile, SGPC President Advocate S. Harjinder Singh has welcomed the
arrests of four accused involved in 1984 Kanpur Sikh Genocide case and demanded
strict punishments for every accused involved in this pogrom.

"In 1984, Sikhs were massacred in different parts of the country and the accused
involved in these crimes are still evading punishments. Until every accused people
are given exemplary punishments, the hearts of survivor and victim Sikhs will not
be at peace", said S. Harjinder Singh. June 16

SGPC President strongly condemns attack on
Gurdwara Karta-E-Parwan in Afghanistan

Government of India should take concrete steps to ensure

safety of minority Sikhs: Advocate S. Harjinder Singh
Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
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Advocate S. Harjinder Singh has strongly condemned the terrorist attack on Gurdwara
Karta-E-Parwan near Kabul in Afghanistan on Saturday.

S. Harjinder Singh has sent emails to Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Shri Amit Shah and External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar,
and appealed to them to take concrete steps to ensure the safety of minority Sikhs
and Hindus in Afghanistan and intensify the efforts to evacuate them to India for
settling them here.

S. Harjinder Singh said that the Sikhs had been attacked in Afghanistan in the
past as well and the problems of the Sikhs living there are increasing continuously,
which has resulted in an atmosphere of anxiety and fear among them. He said the
Sikhs always made great efforts for the progress and prosperity of the country in
which they reside and maintained the tradition of co-operating with everyone
following the teachings of the Gurus (masters). S. Harjinder Singh said that there
are many historical Gurdwaras in Afghanistan and Sikhs have been living there for
centuries but some people with extreme thinking are targeting Sikhs.

SGPC President S. Harjinder Singh said that two days ago, the SGPC
delegation met the Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities, Government
of India at New Delhi demanding citizenship of India for them and to stop the
atrocities committed against them in their countries by holding talks at the diplomatic
levels. SGPC President said the SGPC has been continuously writing and asking
the Government of India, to ensure the safety of life and property of Sikhs and
Hindus living in Afghanistan by holding talks at the diplomatic levels. Despite the
repeated alerts about the threat to the lives of Afghan Sikhs and Hindus, so far, the
Government of India has not been able to evacuate them to safety.

The SGPC President said that the entire Sikh community was concerned about
the Sikhs living in Afghanistan and the governments should also take concrete steps
for the protection of Sikhs. S. Harjinder Singh also called on the United Nations to
take initiatives to ensure the safety of Sikhs in Afghanistan. June 18

SGPC President S. Harjinder Singh meets family
of martyr Bhai Sawinder Singh, martyred in
Kabul terror attack on Gurdwara

SGPC committed to every possible support to Afghan Sikhs
Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
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Advocate S. Harjinder Singh reached New Delhi on Monday and expressed his
condolences to the family members of Bhai Sawinder Singh, who was martyred in
the terror attack on Gurdwara Karte Parwan near Kabul in Afghanistan.

S. Harjinder Singh attended the antim ardas (last prayers) of Bhai Sawinder
Singh at Gurdwara Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji in Tilak Nagar, New Delhi and termed
the terror attack on Kabul Gurdwara as a cruel act against humanity.

SGPC President met Bhai Sawinder Singh’s wife Pal Kaur, his son who arrived
from the United Kingdom S. Ajmeet Singh and other family members and while
expressing his condolences, he assured to provide every possible support from SGPC.

S. Harjinder Singh said, “SGPC is with the Afghan Sikhs and will always
remain committed to provide every possible support in the time of need. The
government must take timely steps to ensure the safety of Sikhs and Indians living
across the globe and so that the pain of such unfortunate incidents does not have to
be tolerated.”

SGPC President said that although it was the duty of the governments to settle
the Sikhs stuck in Afghanistan after bringing them to India, the SGPC will always
remain present for fulfilling the needs required in this process. He appealed to the
Government of India to bring all the Afghan Sikhs to India and make concrete
arrangements for their welfare and special attention for their employment.

Meanwhile, on behalf of SGPC, Advocate S. Harjinder Singh bestowed S.
Ajmeet Singh, son of Shaheed Bhai Sawinder Singh with the Guru’s blessing Siropoa
(robe of honour) and a dastar (turban).

Apart from meeting the family members of Bhai Sawinder Singh, SGPC
President also met Afghan Sikh leaders living in Delhi and discussed the number of
Sikhs still living in Afghanistan and ascertained the current situation there.

SGPC President S. Harjinder Singh also met Afghanistan’s Ambassador to
India Mr. Farid Mamundzay, who was also present on this occasion and asked him
to ensure the safety of Sikhs in Afghanistan. June 20

SGPC to manage airfare for Sikhs coming to

India from Afghanistan

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate S. Harjinder Singh while announcing support for the Afghan Sikhs said
on Tuesday that due to the present situation, the air tickets of those Sikhs who want
to come to India from Afghanistan will be managed by the SGPC.
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S. Harjinder Singh also appealed to the Government of India to immediately
give permission to safely bring the Sikhs living in Afghanistan to India, so that they
can come out of the atmosphere of fear. He said that the Sikhs living in Afghanistan
do not need to be frightened and for those, who could not afford the transportation
expense to come to India, the Sikh body SGPC will extend all possible support.

SGPC President said yesterday he had spoken to Afghan Sikhs in Delhi, who
apprised him about the problems faced by the Sikhs living in Afghanistan.

"The entire Sikh Qaum (community), including the Afghan Sikhs living in
India, is concerned about the fear and insecurity among Sikhs in Afghanistan. The
entire Quam sympathizes with the Sikhs of Afghanistan in this time of crisis and the
Sikh body SGPC also feels their pain", said S. Harjinder Singh.

S. Harjinder Singh said that although it is very difficult for Sikhs to leave their
settled businesses and dear homes in Afghanistan, the Sikhs living there are helpless
in the face of dire circumstances.

"Amid this situation, the Government of India should make serious efforts for
the protection of every Sikh in Afghanistan and grant them citizenship after bringing
them to India", said S. Harjinder Singh. June 21

SGPC to send high-power delegation to
Afghanistan: S. Harjinder Singh

SGPC President writes letter to Union MEA

Dr. S. Jaishankar for necessary process

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate S. Harjinder Singh has written a letter to Union Minister of External Affairs
(MEA) Dr. S. Jaishankar, urging him to consider and facilitate the visit of a high-
powered delegation of SGPC to visit Afghanistan.

The SGPC intends to send this delegation to Afghanistan in July 2022, to
ascertain the situation of Sikhs and to hold talks with local government officials
there, about the safety of Afghan Sikhs and Hindus.

S. Harjinder Singh said that the Sikhs living in Afghanistan are worried due to
the current situation there, so the Sikh body, SGPC wants to visit there to ascertain
their problems. He said that it is equally important to ascertain the condition of
historical places in Afghanistan besides their required Kar Sewa (voluntary service)
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and maintenance.

SGPC President said that the SGPC delegation wanted to meet not only the
Sikh leaders of Afghanistan but also the government officials there to ensure the
safety of the Sikhs living there.

S. Harjinder Singh said that the SGPC also wanted to take care of the Sikh
heritage and shrines in Afghanistan and is ready to send aid for the people affected
due to the recent earthquake there.

S. Harjinder Singh said that although the Government of India has made great
efforts to bring Afghan Sikhs and Hindus to India in times of crisis, but as a responsible
Sikh body, the SGPC has a duty to help Sikhs in Afghanistan and take care of Sikh
shrines there.

He said that if the Government of India makes arrangements soon, the SGPC
delegation is ready to visit Afghanistan in July month. June 27 u

The devorees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Gany Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed’ Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
veniue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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