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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 November

17 November

18 November

19 November

22 November
24 November

25 November

26 November

28 November

3 December

4 December

(16" November to 15" December)

Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji reached to Anandpur Sahib from Paonta
Sahib. (16-11-1688)
(a) Baba Budha Ji passed away at Ramdas, a town of Sri Amritsar.

(17-11-1631)
(b) Cremation ceremony of the Head of Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib
held at Sri Anandpur Sahib. (17-11-1675)
(c¢) The first election of SGPC held. (17-11-1920)
(a) Sikhs got success in Guru Ka Bagh Morcha.  (18-11-1922)
(b) SGPC declared Damdama Sahib (Talwandi Sabo) as the fifth
Takhat Sahib of Sikhs. (18-11-1966)
(a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh seized Peshawar. (19-11-1818)
(b) Sikhs liberated Gurdwara Panja Sahib (Hassan Abdal) under
the command of Jathedar Kartar Singh Jhabbar (19-11-1920)
Battle of Ram Nagar between the Sikhs and the British.(22-11-1848)
(a) Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji laid down the foundation stone of

Kartarpur, District Jalandhar. (24-11-1594)
(b) Sikhs launched a march at Delhi against Nehru's remarks about
Sikhs. (24-11-1960)
Silver Jubilee Conference of Akali Dal held at Jandiala (Jalandhar)
and opposed the demand of Pakistan. (25-11-1944)
Sikh leaders rejected new constitution of India and refused

to sign. (26-11-1949)

Indian Government stated that 2239 Sikh soldiers had been Court
martialled for raising voice against Operation Blue Star in 1984. 98
Sikh soldiers were dismissed from service under accusations of

betrayal. (28-11-1985)
Bhai Maharaj Singh planned to attack on cantonements at Jallandhar
and Hoshiarpur. (3-12-1849)

The Sikh raised Pro-Punjabi Suba slogans at Nehru's rally in
Rajpura, 15 Sikhs were arrested. (4-12-1960)
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7 December

8 December

11 December

12 December

(12-12-1762)

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur along with his 700 companions were
arrested and taken to Delhi. (7-12-1715)
Central Sikh League formed at Lahore. (8-12-1919)
Akali Dal appointed a committee to draft the policies of the 'Dal’
in the changed circumstances. This very committee drafted the
famous Anandpur Sahib Resolution. (11-12-1972)
(a) Ahmed Shah Abdali left for his country after humiliating defeat
from Sikhs in Punjab. Kabuli Mal appointed as Governor of Punjab
and Sikhs became de facto ruler of their homeland.

(b) 53 Mahants gathered at Amritsar and decided to oppose the Sikh
Gurdwara Reform movement. (12-12-1920)

Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Salib complex near
Gurawara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Salhib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

Three marches reach Amritsar to intensify
Panthic protest against efforts to break SGPC

Ardas offered at Akal Takht Sahib for success of struggle

Whenever someone challenged Sikh Qaum, it gave befitting
answer: Advocate Dhami

All national parties working together to break SGPC:
Sukhbir Singh Badal

Amritsar: Three Panthic Ros March organised by Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) that started from Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Anandpur
Sahib, Takht Sri Damdama Sahib Talwandi Sabo and Gurdwara Manji Sahib Ambala
concluded at Akal Takht Sahib in Amritsar on Friday evening. These protest marches
were carried out to intensify the protest against recognition to Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
(Management) Act, 2014 by the Supreme Court opposite the spirit of the Sikh
Gurdwaras Act, 1925, which was brought into existence by the Sikh community
after great sacrifices more than a century ago and the conspiracies to break foremost
Sikh body SGPC. Upon reaching Akal Takht Sahib, Ardas (prayer) was offered for
the Chardi Kala (rising spirit) of SGPC and success of the struggle, which was
performed by head granthi Giani Malkeet Singh. Earlier, when the protest marches
reached Golden Gate after passing through different districts, the present Sangat
expressed their protest with victory Sikh slogans. All three protest marches included
a convoy of hundreds of vehicles including cars and buses, in which hundreds of
Sikhs supporting SGPC were present. In this protest organised by the SGPC, apart
from SGPC officials, employees, senior leaders of Shiromani Akali Dal were also
present.

From Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib, the protest march was led by SGPC President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, while the one which started at Takht Sri Damdama
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Sahib was led by Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal. The protest
march from Haryana's Ambala was led by SGPC senior vice-president Raghujit
Singh Virk and SGPC members and Sikhs were present in it.

In Amritsar, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that there
is a huge protest in Sikh community against anti-Sikh forces and governments
attempting to weaken SGPC, which was seen during the marches today. He said
that these protest marches from different places became bigger step by step and
received a warm welcome in each constituency. "The SGPC has carried out these
Panthic Ros Marches under the starting outline of this struggle, while in the future
this agitation will be intensified so that the Panthic voice can reach the ears of the
governments", said Advocate Dhami. SGPC President said that the SGPC, the
representative body of Sikhs, is being deliberately targeted by the anti-Sikh forces,
which will not be tolerated. He said that the Sikh Panth has always fought and made
sacrifices for the country and the community also has a history that whenever anyone
challenged it, it mobilized and gave a befitting answer.

Advocate Dhami said in clear words that the governments are directly interfering
to break SGPC, against which the Sikh Panth will continue to raise its voice on
every level. He thanked Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal and
Panthic personalities, organisations and Sangat for participating in the protest marches
of SGPC. Meanwhile, Sukhbir Singh Badal said that Ardas has been offered at
Akal Takht Sahib to get strength for the struggle against the enemies of the Sikh

community and the Guru will surely grant success. He said that the anti-Sikh forces
have launched a major attack to break the Sikh body SGPC, but the Khalsa Panth
will continue to oppose with unity. Sukhbir Singh Badal said that SGPC is the Sikh
organization established before the independence of the country, which laid the
foundation of the struggle for the country's freedom. "But today the governments of
the country are targeting SGPC", said Badal.

He said SGPC not only manages the management of Gurdwara Sahibs but
also takes the lead in the welfare of humanity during every calamity in the country.

He said that the activities and achievements of this representative Sikh
organization are not being digested by the anti-Sikh forces and governments, so all
of them are planning to break the Sikh Panth's strength.

"Along with the Congress, enemies of the Sikhs, Bharatiya Janata Party and
Aam Aadmi Party are also involved in the conspiracy of attempting to break SGPC.
Iappeal to the Sikh Panth to mobilize and raise a united voice against the forces that



Gurdwara Gazette 104 Maghar (November 2022)

hurt their institutions, traditions, history, traditions and principles, so that they can
be prevented from interfering in Sikh affairs", said Sukhbir Singh Badal. He said
that the Shiromani Akali Dal will support the struggle of SGPC at all levels and will
also mobilize people at the village level.

Present in the protest marches included senior Akali leader Balwinder Singh
Bhunder, Prof Prem Singh Chandumajra, former SGPC President Prof Kirpal Singh
Badungar, Bibi Jagir Kaur, Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal, Raghujit Singh Virk,
Alwinderpal Singh Pakhoke, Akali leaders Daljeet Singh Cheema, Gulzar Singh
Ranike, Virsa Singh Valtoha, Charanjit Singh Brar, Hira Singh Gabaria, Igbal Singh
Jhunda, Gurbachan Singh Babbehali, and SGPC members. October 7

SGPC to established International Sikh Advisory
Board: Advocate Dhami

SGPC sub-offices to be opened in different countries & Delhi

In place of Veer Bal Diwas, Government of India should
announce martyrdom day of Sahibzadas as Sahibzade
Shahadat Diwas: Advocate Dhami

Important decisions taken during SGPC Executive

Committee meeting

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
decided to establish 'International Sikh Advisory Board', which will comprise of
Sikh representatives from different countries. This board will make efforts to resolve
issues and grievances of Sikhs living in foreign countries and support the local
Gurdwara management committees in activities of Dharam Prachar (preaching of
Sikh faith). This decision was taken in the SGPC's Executive Committee (EC)
meeting held here in Amritsar under the leadership of SGPC President Advocate
Harjinder Singh Dhami. During this meeting, an approval was also given to establish
sub-offices of SGPC in different countries.

After the meeting, talking to the media, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami said that the Sikhs are living across the world and this trend is
accelerating. In view of this, the SGPC will establish an International Sikh Advisory
Board for better follow-up of Sikh issues worldwide.
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He said that the SGPC will also establish its own offices in different countries,
so that direct and easy contact can be established with the Sikh Sangat at the local
level. He said the SGPC will establish Gurdwara Sahib in different countries and
make sub-offices there. He said that in the past, SGPC had already started this process
in Yuba City in the United States of America (USA), which will be expedited rapidly
and necessary action will be taken to establish sub-offices in other countries as well.

SGPC President said that the SGPC will also open a sub-office in the country's
capital at Delhi by taking managements of some Gurdwara Sahibs there. He said in
near future management of one Gurdwara Sahib will be taken and a sarai (inn) will
be developed there for the convenience of Sikh Sangat. He said that this office of
SGPC to be set up at local level in Delhi will provide services to adequately convey
Sikh issues to the Central government. He said before this, SGPC's Sikh Mission is
functioning in Delhi, which is doing work of preaching Sikh faith. About more
decisions of the EC, Advocate Dhami said that last year the Prime Minister of India
Shri Narendra Modi had announced to mark the martyrdom day of Sahibzadas of
tenth Sikh Guru as 'Veer Bal Diwas', but after the SGPC's objection to this name,
the sub-committee constituted by Akal Takht Sahib has suggested the name as
'Sahibzade Shahadat Diwas'. He said the SGPC will send a letter to the Government
of India as per the suggestion of the sub-committee and the order of Akal Takht
Sahib and ask to change the name as per Sikh terminology as suggested.

In the EC meeting, while the affairs of Gurdwara Sahibs and various institutions
were discussed, it was also decided to give a 4% dearness allowance to the employees
of SGPC. On this occasion, tributes were paid to the departed souls including Bibi
Ranjit Kaur Mahilpur, maker of Nanakshahi calendar Pal Singh Purewal, and hazuri
raagi Bhai Sulakhan Singh. Meanwhile, Advocate Dhami termed the attempt to
desecrate Guru Granth Sahib at Gurdwara Sahib in Kathu Nangal yesterday as
unfortunate and demanded strict action from the government against the culprits.
He said that on the complaint of the manager of Gurdwara Baba Buddha Sahib, a
case has been registered at the local police station. He said under investigation of
this case, the police administration, while taking strict action against culprits who
attempted to desecrate the Guru, should also expose the forces behind them.

Present in the meeting included SGPC senior vice-president Raghujit Singh
Virk, General Secretary Karnail Singh Panjoli, EC members Surjit Singh Kang,
Sarvan Singh Kular, Surjit Singh Garhi, Jarnail Singh Dogranwala, Balwinder Singh
Vain Puin, Harjap Singh Sultanwind, Gurinderpal Singh Gora, Amarjit Singh
Bandala, Bibi Gurpreet Kaur, Jodh Singh Samra, Baba Gurpreet Singh, OSD Satbir
Singh Dhami, additional secretary Partap Singh, Sukhminder Singh, assistant
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secretary Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, Gurdayal Singh, Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, Satnam Singh Mangesarai,
Nirvail Singh, manager Sulakhan Singh Bhangali, superintendent Malkeet Singh
Beharwal, in-charge Shahbaz Singh, Gurnam Singh, Azaddeep Singh, Balwinder
Singh Khairabad, Rajwant Singh, Tarsem Singh, SDO Jatinderpal Singh and more
key officials. Centenary congregations of Saka Panja Sahib will be marked in Amritsar
on October 27, & in Pakistan on October 30

SGPC EC has also given approval to various events to be organised dedicated
to the centenary of Saka Sri Panja Sahib. Advocate Harjinder Singh said that the
main event of the centenary will be held at Gurdwara Sri Panja Sahib in Pakistan on
October 30, while in Amritsar, India, events will be held on October 26 and 27. He
said that after visiting Pakistan, the SGPC delegation has scheduled the outline of
centenary events in discussion with representatives of Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (PSGPC) and Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB), under
which, the centenary will be marked in memorable manner. In the main event at
Gurdwara Sri Panja Sahib, famous dhadi raagis groups will be deputed and a big
Amrit Sanchar (initiation ceremony) will also be held. He said for participating in
centenary events, a jatha (batch) of about 200 people of SGPC will go and a process
has been initiated for the same. He said that Kirtan Darbar will also be organised at
Hasan Abdal railway station where the massacre took place in 1922.He said that
the events to be held in Amritsar will be completed earlier. Here in Amritsar, a two-
day event will be held at Gurdwara Manji Sahib Diwan Hall on October 26 and 27.
Under these events, a group of 100 students of Sikh Missionary Colleges will perform
Gurbani Kirtan with string instruments. Main event will be organised on October
27, in which prominent Panthic personalities will participate. October 11

100 year centenary of Saka Panja Sahib marked
by SGPC with Panthic spirit

Governments have never been in favour of Sikh Qaum:
Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh

SGPC to start village-level movement regarding Sikh

issues: Advocate Dhami
Amritsar: The need for Panthic unity has been emphasized in view of the current
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situation during the main congregation held by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) at Gurdwara Manji Sahib Diwan Hall, regarding 100 year
centenary of Shaheedi Saka (martyrdom massacre) Sri Panja Sahib. During the
congregation, various speakers invited all sides to come together under the leadership
of Akal Takht Sahib for the strengthening of Panthic institutions.

On this occasion, a large number of leaders of Sikh organizations including
Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib, Giani Harpreet Singh were present. On the occasion
of the beginning of the centenary event, the hazuri raagi jathas of Sachkhand Sri
Harmandar Sahib performed Gurbani Kirtan and the Panth famous kathawachak
(discourse narrator) Bhai Pinderpal Singh shared detailed views about the history of
Saka Sri Panja Sahib. Before this, bhog (concluding ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path
Sahib was held and prayers were offered for all the martyrs of this Saka.

Speaking on the occasion, Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh
said that the Sikh community has the honour that its institutions were established by
the Gurus themselves. He said that the Sikh Gurus established institutions including
Gurdwara, Sangat (congregation), Pangat (institution of dining together in
community kitchen) and Akal Takht Sahib, the central axis to connect the Sikhs,
which is an achievement of Sikh history. He said that apart from this, some institutions
were created by the Khalsa Panth, in which the SGPC is important, for the
establishment of which more than 500 Sikhs were martyred. He said the martyrdom
of Bhai Karam Singh and Bhai Pratap Singh, the martyrs of Saka Panja Sahib, were
also for the establishment and strengthening of the SGPC.

Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh said, "Today these institutions are being
challenged at the behest of the government. Whether there were Mughal or British
governments or the present government, they were never in favour of Sikh Qaum
(community). Therefore, the Sikh community itself has to come forward to strengthen
its institutions."

The Jathedar questioned that those who are talking about making the SGPC
and other institutions free, can they tell that the management taken with government
intervention will remain with them? He expressed apprehension that under the slogan
of liberating institutions, their management should not go into the hands of the
government. He also referred to the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee
(DSGMC), Takht Sri Patna Sahib Committee and Sri Hazur Sahib Board in this
regard.

Jathedar Akal Takht Sahib said that today the Panth needs a serious approach
about its institutions. He said that Akal Takht Sahib is the highest temporal authorit
of Panth for which every Sikh should come forward for strengthening it. He also
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asked the Shiromani Akali Dal leaders to work to strengthen the Sikh institutions
under the leadership of Akal Takht Sahib. He said that for the Panthic Sewa, the
Sikh spirit is of utmost importance and this Panthic spirit should be inculcated in
every leader of Panthic organizations through training camps. He also appealed to
the Sikh community to be aware of the anti-Panth forces.

On this occasion, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that
the Sakas (massacres) and Morchas (fronts) of Sikh history are a source of inspiration
for determination towards Sikh faith and among them the Saka Panja Sahib is very
important. He said that the old Sikhs resisted oppression with the power of Gurbani
during these massacres and set examples for the new generation. He said that at
present, in the race for comfort, we are going away from Gurbani and history. He
said that it is very important to work with unity for the strengthening of Panthic and
Sikh culture by taking guidance from our history. Referring to the present challenges
facing the community, he said the governments are not giving justice to the Sikhs.
The cases of release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh political prisoners) and the separate
Gurdwara management body for Haryana are being complicated deliberately.

"Soon a movement will be started by the SGPC at the village-level regarding
these issues. The SGPC is continuously working for Panth in the light of Sikh
traditions and its continuity will be maintained", said Advocate Dhami.

He thanked the prominent personalities and Sangat who attended the centenary
congregation. Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal said that the
Sikh community is known for Simran (devotion to Akal Purakh), Sewa (voluntary
service), and Shahadat (martyrdom) and when difficulties arise anywhere in the
world, Sikhs are the first to reach out to serve. He said Shaheed Bhai Karam Singh
and Bhai Pratap Singh related to Saka Panja Sahib also gave their martyrdom while
serving for Langar (community kitchen). He said that in the past, the mahants (priest)
did things contrary to the Maryada (code of conduct) in the Gurdwaras, due to
which our forefathers established the SGPC and formed the Shiromani Akali Dal
for Sikh political power by giving great martyrdoms. He said today, for 100
consecutive years, these two Panthic organizations are working in a democratic
manner for the Chardi Kala (rising spirit) of the Sikh community. He said that today
there is a need to be careful of those so-called Panthic people who are working to
weaken the institutions of the community at the behest of government forces and
agencies. He said that plans have been prepared by these people to weaken the
SGPC by establishing a separate Gurdwara management body for Haryana.

Sukhbir Singh Badal appealed to the Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib to unite all
the sides and take the lead in countering the anti-Sikh attacks. On this occasion, he
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expressed his commitment that whatever programs will be prepared by the Panth

under the leadership of Akal Takht Sahib, they will be fully supported by the Akali

Dal. Speaking on the issue of the release of Bandi Singhs, Sukhbir Singh Badal said
that the accused of rape and murder of the Prime Minister are being released in the

country, while keeping the Sikhs in jail for a long time is unfair to the Sikh community.
He termed the centenary events being celebrated by the SGPC as motivating for the

young generation.

Those who addressed the Sangat from stage included Baba Harnam Singh
Khalsa, head of Damdami Taksal; Baba Balbir Singh, head of Shiromani Panth
Akali Buddha Dal; Baba Avtar Singh Sursingh, head of Dal Baba Bidhichand;
Padma Shri Baba Sewa Singh Khadur Sahib; Baba Teja Singh Khudda Kurala
Nirmale and senior Akali leader Prof Prem Singh Chandumajra. They said that the
history of Saka Panja Sahib is a commitment to provide services to the Sikh panth,
under the guidance of which the entire Sikh community should be committed to the
Chardi Kala of Panth. SGPC member Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla managed the
stage during the event.

On this occasion, all the speakers also congratulated the Sangat of Gurtagaddi
Diwas of Guru Granth Sahib being celebrated today.

Meanwhile, a book on the history of Saka Panja Sahib, published by the Sikh
Itihas Research Board, was also released and prominent personalities were honoured
by the SGPC. A large number of SGPC members and Panthic personalities were
present in the centenary congregation.

Four important resolutions passed during centenary congregation

Four important resolutions were passed by the SGPC during the centenary
congregation of Saka Panja Sahib. These resolutions were presented by SGPC
members Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal, Ajmer Singh Khera, Gurmeet Singh Booh
and Bibi Gurpreet Kaur and accepted by the congregation amid Jaikaras — Bole So
Nihal Sat Sri Akal.

In the first resolution, paying respect and reverence to the martyrs of Saka
Panja Sahib, commitment was expressed to continue working in the direction of
history and traditions for the propagation and flourishing of the Sikh faith. In the
second resolution, while severely criticizing the Government's biased policy on the
release of Bandi Singhs, it was announced to start a movement at the village level in
this regard. Through the resolution, it was said that while continuing the movement
for the release of Bandi Singhs, the struggle will be organized by getting the forms
filled from a large number of people and these forms will be presented to the Governor
of Punjab. Along with this, a big gathering of Panthic people including SGPC
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members will be called at Chandigarh.

In the third resolution, it was demanded from the Government of India to pass
a bill in the Parliament against the separate Haryana Sikh Gurdwara (Management)
(HSGM) Act, 2014, opposing the move to break up the SGPC. It was said that the
Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 is in force, so the government should repeal the HSGM
Act and the existing management under the Act 1925 should be maintained.

In the fourth resolution, calling the HSGM Act, 2014 as unconstitutional and
illegal, it was announced to intensify the protest movement against it and to organise
Akhand Path Sahib at the district level and call a large gathering for the community's
unity and struggle. October 27

Main congregation of 100 year centenary of Saka
held at Gurdwara Panja Sahib, Pakistan

Amritsar: The main centenary congregation of Shaheedi Saka (martyrdom
massacre) Panja Sahib that took place 100 years ago, was organised at Gurdwara
Panja Sahib in Pakistan on Sunday, which was attended by prominent Panthic
personalities. In this centenary event organised jointly by Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee (PSGPC) and Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh said in his address that
the martyrs of Saka Panja Sahib were committed to the Sikh beliefs, who sacrificed
their lives for strengthening Sikh institutions.

Jathedar said that after the partition of the country, many Gurdhams (Sikh shrines),
including Gurdwara Panja Sahib, were left in Pakistan, towards which the Sikh
community has deep reverence and devotion. He said Sikhs should have an open
opportunity to visit these shrines which were separate from the community.

"The governments of both India and Pakistan should make arrangements to
grant on-arrival visas to the Sikhs wishing to visit the shrines on either side, so that
the pilgrims can visit their shrines without any inconvenience and pay obeisance",
said Giani Harpreet Singh.

Jathedar said that the Sikhs want smooth relations between the two countries,
because whenever there is bitterness in the relations between both the nations, the
movement of Sikh jathas is affected firstly. Giani Harpreet Singh said that it is not
right to keep the train service stopped for the pilgrims coming to Pakistan. "Because
of the closure of affordable train service, there is a financial burden on the common
pilgrims. I urge the governments of both the countries to pay attention to this important
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issue and restore the long running train service", said Giani Harpreet Singh.

Jathedar Akal Takht Sahib also mentioned the issue of non-release of Sikh
prisoners during his address. The Jathedar also asked the government and the Sangat
to pay special attention to strengthen the Sikh organisations. He appealed to the
Sikhs to take inspiration from the lives of the martyrs on the occasion of the centenary
Saka Panja Sahib. Meanwhile, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami paid tribute
to the martyrs of Saka Panja Sahib and said that this history of struggle of the Sikh
community is priceless, which the Sangat will remember for ages. He said that martyrs
are the heritage of the community and history is a source of inspiration. Saka Panja
Sahib is an important example of Sikh spirit, which will always maintain its influence.

He said that the footsteps laid by of Sikh martyrs Shaheed Bhai Karam Singh
and Shaheed Bhai Pratap Singh, 100 years ago will continue to represent the
community.

On this occasion, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the government should
show generosity for the open pilgrimage to Sikh shrines left in Pakistan. He appealed
to the present officials of the Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB), Pakistan to
pay special attention to the problem faced by the pilgrims at the time of getting visas.
He said that recently to attend the centenary congregation, the visas of many
important personalities of the SGPC were rejected, which has caused a lot of
inconvenience. He demanded that long-term visas should be arranged for pilgrims
and especially the preachers, raagi jathas so that they continue to visit Sikh shrines
in Pakistan from time to time. SGPC President appealed to abolish the condition of
passport for the Sangat crossing to pay obeisance at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, Narowal
via Kartarpur Sahib Corridor.

On this occasion, PSGPC President Ameer Singh and additional secretary of
ETPB Rana Shahid Saleem paid homage to the martyrs of Saka Panja Sahib and
welcomed the visiting personalities and pilgrims. Sharing his views, Rana Shahid
Saleem said that both the martyrs of Saka Panja Sahib are important and it is necessary
to observe the history of this Saka besides realizing it. He said that the family members
of both the martyrs are very respectful. Rana Shahid Saleem said that the government
of Pakistan values minorities and gives special attention to their affairs. He said that
people of all religions are equal in the country and all religious beliefs and their
shrines are respected. He said the country is sensitive to every religion.

PSGPC President Ameer Singh while sharing the history of Saka, also thanked
the prominent personalities who arrived there. On this occasion, Shiromani Akali
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Dal leaders from Delhi Paramjit Singh Sarna and others also addressed the
congregation. The family members of martyrs and prominent personalities were
honoured during the event.

Meanwhile, giving information from Pakistan, SGPC President Harjinder Singh
Dhami said that the officials of PSGPC and ETPB have assured to build a suitable
memorial of Shaheedi Saka Panja Sahib. He said that the planning of this memorial
will be according to Sikh history. He also said that the idea of setting up a large sarai
(inn) at Gurudwara Nankana Sahib and a modern museum has also been expressed
by the officials of ETPB. The SGPC President said that the SGPC will provide
necessary support in these matters.

Present in the centenary congregation at Pakistan included Giani Gurminder
Singh from Sri Harmandar Sahib, Giani Malkeet Singh head granthi of Akal Takht
Sahib, former SGPC President Gobind Singh Longowal, SGPC members Bhai
Manjit Singh, Mangwinder Singh, Baldev Singh, Sukhwarsh Singh, Amarjit Singh,
Kulwant Singh, Ranjit Singh, Paramjit Singh, Paramjit Singh, Bibi Gurinder Kaur,
Bibi Jaspal Kaur, Jarnail Singh, Sarvan Singh, Bhai Rajinder Singh, Ajmer Singh,
Khushwinder Singh and Bhai Pritpal Singh. In addition to this, SGPC additional
secretary Balwinder Singh, Bijai Singh, in-charge of Yatra Department Rajinder
Singh Ruby, additional secretary of ETPB Saif Ullah Khokhar, former PSGPC
president Satwant Singh, Bishan Singh, member Ravinder Singh, Gurmail Singh,
Sarbat Singh, Mimmpal Singh, Gurudwara Dehra Sahib Lahore Granthi Giani Ranjit
Singh, Giani Bhai Prem Singh, and Bhai Kulbir Singh were present. October 30

Harjinder Singh Dhami again elected as SGPC
President

Of 146 polled votes, Harjinder Singh Dhami secure 104
votes, Bibi Jagir Kaur 42

Baldev Singh Qaimpur appointed as senior vice-president,
Avtar Singh Ria as junior vice president and Bhai

Gurcharan Singh as general secretary
Amritsar: Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has been again elected as President
of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) during the annual general
house session of the Sikh body, held here in Amritsar for the election of its office-
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bearers. In the contest for the prestigious post of SGPC President, Harjinder Singh
Dhami of Shiromani Akali Dal defeated his opponent Bibi Jagir Kaur, an independent
Akali leader with a big margin. Advocate Dhami has been elected as SGPC President
for the second consecutive time. In the general house session held in the presence of
Guru Granth Sahib at Teja Singh Samundri Hall in Amritsar, SGPC member
Alwinderpal Singh Pakhoke presented the name of Harjinder Singh Dhami as
candidate for President, SGPC, which was seconded by Advocate Bhagwant Singh
Sialka and further seconded by Navtej Singh Kauni. Meanwhile, SGPC member in
opposition Amrik Singh Shahpur presented the name of Bibi Jagir Kaur as candidate
for President, SGPC, seconded by Mithu Singh Kahneke and further seconded by
Jaswant Singh Pudain. After the voting, Harjinder Singh Dhami won the election,
securing 104 votes against 42 of Bibi Jagir Kaur, out of the total 146 votes polled by
SGPC members. In this general session, Baldev Singh Qaimpur from Yamunanagar,
Haryana, was appointed as senior vice president, Avtar Singh Ria as junior vice
president while Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal as general secretary.

Eleven members were taken in as part of SGPC’s executive committee including
Mohan Singh Bangi, Jarnail Singh Kartarpur, Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bawa Singh
Gumanpura, Bibi Gurinder Kaur Bholuwal, Gurnam Singh Jassal, Paramyjit Singh
Khalsa, Sher Singh Mandwala, Baba Gurpreet Singh Randhawa, Bhupinder Singh
Assandh and Malkit Singh Changal. Addressing the media after being elected as
SGPC President, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that today's election of office bearers
of the SGPC was very important, because the BJP government at the Centre,
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), especially the Chairman of National
Commission for Minorities Igbal Singh Lalpura, along with Punjab and Haryana
governments, and Congress were secretly working together as one to press the SGPC
members and asking them to vote against the candidate of Shiromani Akali Dal. He
said but the SGPC members have succeeded in voting for the candidate of Shiromani
Akali Dal in a large number in response to the forces conspiring to destroy the Sikh
institution. Harjinder Singh Dhami said the credit of this victory goes to all those
members of the SGPC, who resolved to remain firm despite the adverse circumstances.
While thanking the Guru for his election as SGPC President, Advocate Dhami thanked
Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal besides the SGPC members
and all party leaders.

Advocate Dhami said that he will work day and night for the management of
the Gurdwaras and other institutions managed by the SGPC in the light of the
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traditions and customs of the Sikh Panth besides pursuing the issues of community.

He said that to make the administrative work more smart and accurate, it will
be progressed according to the priorities of the time and the works of religious
preaching, education and public welfare will be done continuously. Support will be
taken from the working organizations and societies in the field of propagation of
Sikh faith.

Advocate Dhami & other elected office-bearers thank Guru

After being elected as SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami and other office-
bearers paid obeisance at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and thanked the Guru,
where they were given honoured with Siropao (robe of honour) by head granthi
Giani Jagtar Singh. Advocate Dhami along with office-bearers also went to Akal
Takht Sahib and Yadgar Shaheedan to thank the Guru.

Jathedars, high priest remained present in general house session

During the general house session held at Teja Singh Samari Hall for the annual
SGPC election of office-bearers, head granthi of Sri Harmandar Sahib Giani Jagtar
Singh, Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh and Jathedar of Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh were also present. At the beginning of the
session, Giani Raghbir Singh offered Ardas (Sikh prayer) while the hukamnama
was recited by Giani Jagtar Singh. During this session, SGPC President and other
office-bearers were honoured by Giani Jagtar Singh, Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh
and Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh. Advocate Dhami thanked the members present
and the proceedings of the general meeting were conducted by SGPC secretary
Partap Singh. Total 146 SGPC members were present in this general house session.

Harjinder Singh Dhami, SGPC member since 1996

Harjinder Singh Dhami, who has been elected as SGPC President for a second
consecutive term, is associated with the SGPC for a long time. He also served as
SGPC general secretary. In 2020, Advocate Dhami was appointed by the General
House as the honorary chief secretary of the SGPC. Born in 1956, Harjinder Singh
Dhami holds BA, LLB. For the last 40 years, he has been involved in the legal
profession and has been voluntarily fighting the cases of Sikh warriors. He became
an SGPC member for the first time in 1996 and has been a member since then.
Advocate Dhami has a strong hold on Sikh issues and is known as a devout religious
leader. He has always contributed by giving better opinions and suggestions to elevate
the position and direction of the SGPC.

During his last tenure as SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami observed the
centenaries of Morcha Guru Ka Bagh and Shaheedi Saka (martyrdom massacre)
Panja Sahib. November 9 [ ]
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