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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

17 Oct.

19 Oct.

20 Oct.

21 Oct.

22 Oct.

23 Oct.

24 Oct.

25 Oct.
27 Oct.

30 Oct.

(16" October to 15" November)

(a) The Sikhs defeated Ahmed Shah Abdali (Durrani) at Amritsar.
(17-10-1762)
(b) All Parties launched protest in Chandigarh for the return of
Chandigarh to Punjab. (17-10-1969)
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee decided to take
keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar Sahib back from Sardar Sunder

Singh Ramgarhia. (19-10-1921)

Chief Khalsa Diwan formed a religious committee to finalise Sikh

Reht Maryada. (20-10-1910)
(a) Maha Kavi Bhai Santokh Singh passed away. (21-10-1844)
(b) Birth day Sant Giani Kartar Singh Ji Bhindranwale. (5 kattak)

(a) Sarbat Khalsa gathering held at Akal Takht Sahib and passed a
Gurmata to punish Akil Das (Harbhagat Niranjania). (22-10-1761)
(b) Anand Marriage Act (Act No. VII of 11.1909) became law.
(22-10-1909)
(a) Birth day of Baba Budha Ji (Kathu Nangal) (7 Kattak)
(b) Great General S. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia passed away. (23-10-1783)
(a) Giani Kartar Singh resigned from the Punjab Cabinet to contest
S.G.P.C. election. He formed Sadh Sangat Board. The main leaders
were Giani Kartar Singh, Gopal Singh Khalsa, Gen. Mohan Singh,
Amar Singh Dosanjh and Basant Singh Moga etc. (24-10-1959)
(b) Ajlaas Khalsa Darbar (Dusehra). (Assu Sudi 10, 8 Kattak)
Babbar Akali Bhai Dhanna Singh got martyrdom. (25-10-1923)
(a) Baba Banda Singh Bahadur born in Rajouri (Kashmir). (16-10-1670)
(b) Jathedar Darshan Singh Pheruman died after hunger strike of 74 days.
(27-10-1969)
(a) Prakash Gurpurab Sri Guru Ramdas Ji (Kattak Vadi 2, 14 Kattak)
(b) Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji left from Talwandi Sabo to Nanded.
(30-10-1706)
(c) Chief Khalsa Diwan established and S. Arjan Singh Bagri
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31 Oct.

1 Now.
3 Nov.
5 Nov.

6 Nov.

7 Nov.

8 Nov.

9 Nov.

10 Nov.

12 Nov.
13 Nov.
15 Nov.

became its first president. (30-10-1902)

(d) Saka Panja Sahib (Pakistan). (14 Kattak)

In the revenge of attack on Sri Darbar Sahib Amritsar and Akal Takht
Sahib Bhai Beant Singh and Bhai Satwant Singh killed Indira Gandhi

the Prime Minister of India. (31-10-1984)
Punjabi Suba was formed. (1-11-1966)
Birthday of Mata Sahib Kaur Ji. (18 Katak)

Dogras killed Maharaja Kharak Singh son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
by giving poision. (5-11-1840)

(a) Joti-Jot Diwas Sri Guru Harrai Sahib. (Kattak Vadi 9, 21 Kattak)
(b) Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Harikrishan Sahib.

(Kattak Vadi 9, 21 Kattak)

(c) Maharaja Naunihal Singh was killed by the Dogras. (6-11-1840)

British Government seized the keys of the treasury of Sri Darbar
Sahib. (7-11-1921)
R.E. Egeraton, the Governor of Punjab wrote a letter to Viceroy Lord
Rippon that not to grant the contol of Sikh Shrines to a body that is
free from Governmental control. (8-11-1881)
Sardar Parkash Singh Badal released the Manifesto of Shiromani
Akali Dal demanding autonomy for Punjab. Defence, Foreign
Affairs, Currency and Tele-communication should be under center
but the rest should be under Punjab. (9-11-1989)

(a) Weekly Punjabi News Paper "Gurmukhi Akhbar" launched by

Prof. Gurmukh Singh. (10-11-1880)

(b) Bhim Sen Sachar the Chief Minister of Punjab apologized for the

entry of Police into Sri Darbar Sahib complex on july 4, 1955.
(10-11-1955)

Bandi Chor Diwas (Diwali). (Kattak Vadi 14, 27 Kattak)

Birthday of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (13-11-1780)

(a) Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. (Kattak Sudi 2, 30 Kattak)
(b) Martyrdom Day of Baba Deep Singh Ji. (30 kattak)
(c) Establishment Day of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee.

(November 15, 1920)
|
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SGPC NEWS

First Parkash Gurpurb of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
celebrated at Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib

Amritsar: On the occasion of the first Parkash Gurpurb (enshrinement day) of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib, a large number of devotees paid obeisance at Sachkhand Sri
Harmandir Sahib and Gurdwara Sri Ramsar Sahib today. Various events were
organized by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) on the occasion
of this historic day. While a series of religious events was organised in the city of Sri
Amritsar for the past several days, today a huge Nagar Kirtan (religious procession)
was organized from Gurdwara Sri Ramsar Sahib to Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib.

At the departure of this Nagar Kirtan, organised under the blessings of Guru
Granth Sahib and led by Panj Piaras (five beloved ones), head granthi of Sri
Harimandar Sahib and Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh and
SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, Nishanchi (flag bearer) and Nagarchi (drum
beaters) were honoured with siropao (robe of honour). On this occasion, a large
number of Panthic personalities and Sangat reached Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib. Before
commencing Nagar Kirtan, bhog (concluding ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib
(uninterrupted recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib) was held and hazuri ragi jathas
performed Gurbani Kirtan. On this occasion, Giani Raghbir Singh congratulated the
devotees on the first Parkash Gurpurb and said that Sri Guru Granth Sahib is the
Guru (master) of the Sikhs and it is the duty of every Sikh to live life following the
path shown by the holy Gurbani. He said that Sri Guru Arjan Deyv, the fifth Sikh
Guru compiled Sri Guru Granth Sahib with his own hand in 1604 and did first
enshrinement at Sri Harmandir Sahib. On the same day, Sri Guru Arjan Dev honoured
Baba Budha Ji with the service of the first Granthi, which started the Granthi tradition.
Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh said that since the time of the Guru till today, a large
number of devotees gather on the occasion of the first Parkash Gurpurb and pay
respect and reverence to holy Guru Granth Sahib. He encouraged the Sangat to
adopt the holy Gurbani of Sri Guru Granth Sahib in their lives and lead a life according
to Gurmat (teachings of Sikh Gurus).

During Nagar Kirtan, Gatka performances by Sikh youths as well as batches of
devotees expressed their devotion by singing Gurbani (holy Sikh verses). Meanwhile,
langar (community kitchen food) of different dishes were also organised by the
devotees at several places.

Present in the Nagar Kirtan included SGPC general secretary Bhai Gurcharan
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Singh Grewal, executive member Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bibi Gurinder Kaur
Bholuwala, member Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Bhai Ajaib
Singh Abhyasi, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Gurbachan Singh Karmuwala,
Gurmeet Singh Booh, Navtej Singh Kauni, Akali leader Talbir Singh Gill, DCP
Praminder Singh Bhandal, federation leader Amarbir Singh Dhot, SGPC secretary
Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretaries Kulwinder Singh
Ramdas, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, and Bijai Singh, manager of Sri Darbar Sahib
Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, assistant secretaries Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, Gurnam
Singh, Manjit Singh Qadian, superintendent Malkit Singh Beharwal, and others.
Grandeur at Sri Harmandir Sahib : On the occasion of the first Parkash Gurpurb
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, jalau (grandeur) was decorated at Sri Harmandir Sahib, Sri
Akal Takht Sahib, and Gurdwara Baba Atal Rai Sahib. Moreover, the complex of Sri
Harmandir Sahib was decorated with colorful flowers which remained a center of
attraction. About 50 to 70 tons of flowers have been used to decorate the complex,
which are offered by a devotee. Sri Harmandir Sahib and Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib
have also been decorated with lighting for the evening celebration. In the religious
congregation at Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib the raagis, dhadis and kavishars connected
the Sangat with the Guru’s praise. SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, who
attended the congregation and events of first Parkash Gurpurb congratulated the
Sangat on this holy day and urged them to live life as per Gurmat. He said that
Gurbani suggests solutions to all kinds of human problems and is an important path
to make the life of every human being happy. The SGPC President encouraged the

Sangat to guard the precious values of Gurbani. September 16

Governments of India and Canada should adopt
agenda of serious consideration instead of

accusations: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami reacted to the souring diplomatic relations between India
and Canada and said that the governments of both the countries should bring the
matters on the agenda of serious consideration. The SGPC President said that today
the Sikhs are living across the globe, whose human rights as well as religious concerns
are also important.

The Sikh community has gone through many painful times, including the June
1984 military attack on Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib and Akal Takht Sahib, the
1984 Sikh Genocide and the extra-judicial killings of Sikh youths of a decade. The
Sikh community living across the globe can never forget this pain. Even today, the
Sikhs living in many countries have been deprived of coming to their homeland and
of paying obeisance at the sacred shrines of their Gurus (religious masters).
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The SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that in the murder case of
Canada based Sikh Hardeep Singh Nijjer, the expelling of a diplomatic officer of
India by Canadian government after allegations were levelled against him raises
many questions. As a reaction to this, even though India rejected the allegations and
expelled a Canadian diplomatic officer, this matter is very serious and directly related
to the Sikhs which is going to affect the community members at the global level.

He said the Sikhs have always kept their presence and existence high in the
country as well as in the whole world with their hardworking nature and intellectual
strength, but despite this, the Sikhs always have to struggle for their rights. It is the
responsibility of the government of the country to adopt a sincere approach regarding
such matters related to the Sikhs of the country and abroad and not to allow an
atmosphere of distrust among the community members.

Harjinder Singh Dhami appealed to the Government of India to simplify the
issues of Sikhs in India and move towards an appropriate and meaningful solution
by understanding the problems and feelings of the Sikh community living abroad.
He said that seeing the existence of Sikhs in the whole world today, both Canada
and India need to join hands, so that the truth can come out in case of accusations
and the relations between the two countries also remain good. September 19

SGPC executive passes special resolution on
India-Canada issue

Statement of Prime Minister is not considered common in
Parliament of any country: SGPC

Hate propaganda against Sikhs & Punjab strongly condemned

Amritsar: The executive meeting of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) held today, expressed serious concern over the allegations levelled
by the Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau, in the Parliament of Canada, of the
involvement of officials of Indian agencies in the murder case of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a resident Sikh there. In a special resolution passed in the executive meeting
presided over by the SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, it has been said that
the statement given by the Prime Minister in the Parliament of any country is not
understood as common, rather considered to be fact-based within the scope of the
dignity of the concerned country’s constitution. Everything said by the Prime Minister
in the Parliament cannot be rejected easily. The truth of the allegations made by the
Prime Minister of Canada against the Indian agencies should be brought to the light
of the people through a sincere approach by both the countries by going beyond
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politics. If this case is suppressed only because of politics, it will be considered as
injustice to human rights.

The resolution further strongly condemned the hate propaganda being spread
against Sikhs and Punjab out of this entire phenomenon on the mainstream media
and social media platforms openly. It is said that the India-Canada issue has been
deliberately focused by a large part of the media only on character assassination of
Sikhs. Through the resolution, the SGPC executive demanded from the Government
of India to take this issue seriously and take action against those who tarnish the
image of Sikhs. It was also clarified that the Sikh community respects all religion
and does not hold enmity against anyone. Some people are using the current situation
as a weapon to create divisions among communities, which should be stopped
immediately. The SGPC executive asked the Government of India to look into this
matter. It was said that action should be taken against the forces which are tarnishing
the image of Sikhs. Appropriate steps should be taken to end the growing mistrust
among the Sikhs.

Apart from this special resolution, the SGPC executive took many other decisions
and also discussed the matters of different departments. In a resolution, a decision
was made to specially honour the lawyers who pursued the cases of the Sikhs who
were lodged in Jodhpur Jail as well as those who assisted them following the June
1984 military attack on Sri Akal Takht Sahib. A decision was also made to honour
young Sikh Sidakdeep Singh, a resident of Noida, Uttar Pradesh, who has made a
Guinness Book Record for having longest kes (unshorn hair) as a male teenager. In
addition to the SGPC President, SGPC senior vice-president Baldev Singh Qaimpur,
junior vice-president Avtar Singh Raya, general secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh
Grewal, executive members Mohan Singh Bangi, Jarnail Singh Kartarpur, Surjit
Singh Tughalwal, Bawa Singh Gumanpura, Bibi Gurinder Kaur Bholuwala, Gurnam
Singh Jassal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Sher Singh Mandwala, Baba Gurpreet Singh
Randhawa and Malkit Singh Changal, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir
Singh Dhami, additional secretaries Sukhminder Singh, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas,
Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, Simarjit Singh, assistant secretaries Shahbaz Singh,
Paramjit Singh, Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh Khairabad, superintendent Malkit
Singh Beharwal, in-charge Azaddeep Singh, Tarsem Singh, Gurmej Singh, XeN
Jatinderpal Singh and others were present. September 25

SGPC holds meeting of its International
Sikh Advisory Board

Amritsar: An online meeting of the International Sikh Advisory Board constituted
by Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) was held today, in which
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representatives of different countries participated. The meeting was presided over
by the SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, while Bhai Mohinder Singh, head of
Guru Nanak Nishkam Seva Jatha UK, Bibi Inderjit Kaur of Sikh Dharma International
USA, Gurmeet Singh Randhawa UK, Dr Kawaljit Kaur UK, Rajbir Singh Canada,
Dr Gurcharanjit Singh Lamba USA, Bhai Gurbaksh Singh Gulshan UK and others
were present. During the gathering, the global concerns of Sikh faith were raised
and the problems of Sikhs in different countries were discussed.

The speakers emphasized the need for special efforts to organize the Sikhs of
the entire world. During the meeting, the idea emerged that every Gurdwara Sahib in
the world should be associated with Sri Akal Takht Sahib and an agenda should be
prepared for the needs, problems and tasks of the Sikhs in today's global context.
Apart from this, it was also discussed to publish history of SGPC and to publicize the
decisions, resolutions taken in the past and the action and follow-up of important
community related cases. The issue of raising the Sikh identity at the global level
and promoting Sikh Rehat Maryada (Sikh Code of Conduct) to every Gurdwara
Sahib, were also discussed.

During the meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami thanked all the
speakers and said that action will be taken to implement the valuable suggestions.
He said that among the suggestions received, the process of publishing the history
and resolutions of the SGPC is already being done. He said that the International
Sikh Advisory Board has been constituted for the global affairs of the Sikhs, and its
meetings will be continued in the future and the suggestions received will be
considered. On this occasion, senior Akali leader Gulzar Singh Ranike, SGPC
members Mangwinder Singh Khaparkheri and Harjap Singh Sultanwind, OSD Satbir
Singh Dhami, coordinator of the International Sikh Advisory Board Jaswinder Singh
Jassi and assistant secretary Shahbaz Singh were also present. September 25

Two-day SGPC events related to 150-Year centenary
of foundation of Singh Sabha Movement starts

Amritsar: The two-day events related to the 150-Year centenary of the foundation
of Sri Guru Singh Sabha Movement by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) began today with a special Gurmat Samagam (religious
congregation) at Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib Diwan Hall.

In the opening ceremony, SGPC junior vice-president Avtar Singh Raya,
members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Surjit Singh
Bhittewad and a large number of students from different schools also participated.
In the congregation, students of Shaheed Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar
performed Gurbani Kirtan and students of different schools narrated the glorious
saga of Sikh history through Gurbani Kirtan, speech, poetry and ballads.
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Sharing information in this regard, SGPC’s Dharam Prachar Committee
secretary Balwinder Singh Kahlwan said that the SGPC is marking the 150th
anniversary of the foundation of Sri Guru Singh Sabha Movement with Khalsa
traditions and Panthic grandeur. In this regard, the main congregation will be held at
Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib Diwan Hall on October 1. He said this event will be specially
attended by the Jathedars of Takht Sahibs, granthis of Sachkhand Sri Harmandir
Sahib, leaders of Sikh organizations, sampradas, Nihang Singh organizations and
SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami. On this occasion, Panth renowned raagi,
dhadi and kavishar jathas (poetry and balladeer groups) will introduce the
congregation to the glorious history of Sri Guru Singh Sahib movement. He said that
on this occasion, a painting exhibition has also been organized to describe the history,
which will be kept on display till the end of the event. September 30

SGPC organises grand event on 150th foundation
day of Singh Sabha Movement

To tackle challenges to community, every Sikh shall live as
preacher: Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh

From the times of Gurus, humanist principles of Sikh faith

shook ruling governments — Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) today
celebrated the 150th foundation day of Sri Guru Singh Sabha Movement by organising
a grand Gurmat Samagam (religious congregation) at Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib
Diwan Hall in Amritsar. On the occasion of this centenary event, a large number of
prominent personalities of the Sikh community were present, who asked to uphold
the unity to tackle the current challenges facing the Sikh community in the light of
the history and contribution of the Singh Sabha movement. During their address, the
speakers also emphasized on the need to carry forward a massive Dharam Prachar
(religious preaching) movement.

Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh while addressing said
that the Singh Sabha Movement started 150 years ago had given a conscious knock
within the Sikh community against the challenges of the time, the influence of which
was accepted by every Sikh. He said that even today many challenges are facing the
community, which will have to be tackled by taking guidance from history.

Giani Raghbir Singh said that like the current situation, the illusionistic web of
Christianity is being spread in the name of religious preaching. Many complaints are
being received at Sri Akal Takht Sahib about lands being given on contract in greed
of more money to open preaching centers of Christianity. He said that the zimidars
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(landlords) should be aware and stop this phenomenon, so that activities against
Sikh culture do not spread in Punjab. In order to combat such a situation, every Sikh
along with the Sikh organizations will have to live in society as preachers and fulfil
their responsibility.

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, shared his views and said that the
pioneers of the Singh Sabha Movement guarded the Sikh faiths and principles and
made the Sikhs aware of their duty towards community. He said that these pages of
Sikh history are a source of inspiration for the community. Only firmness towards
the beliefs of faith can get us out of the challenges to community. An example of this
is the history of the Singh Sabha Movement. He said that Sikh faith has always faced
challenges. Since the time of the Gurus, the humanist principles of Sikh faith have
been shaking the ruling governments. That is why tactics to weaken the community
continued time and again.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that history inspires us that challenges can be solved
only through unity. He said that even at present, the anti-Panth forces are engaged in
weakening the organizations that talk about Sikh teachings, and to tackle the same,
we have to be prepared consciously and intellectually. He said that there is a need
for a concerted effort to connect the youth with the Sikh heritage, so that a young
generation inspired from Sikh teachings can be born for the better future of the
community. The Sikh organization SGPC is continuously making efforts in this area
and the Sikh Sangat should play a major role in its support.

SGPC general secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal said that the history of
the community serves as a source of strength to determine future priorities. The
Singh Sabha movement has given a path to the community, in the light of which
support to the work of Panthic organizations is very necessary. He said that anti-
Sikh people are trying hard to destroy Sikh institutions, which the community has to
be aware of.

Shiromani Akali Dal senior leader and former cabinet minister Gulzar Singh
Ranike, Dal Panth Baba Bidhi Chand head Baba Avtar Singh Sursingh, granthi of
Sri Harmandir Sahib Giani Gurminder Singh, Padmashri Baba Sewa Singh Khadur
Sahib, president of Kendri Sri Guru Singh Sabha Chandigarh Prof Sham Singh also
spoke during the event and inspired to guard the Gurbani and Sikh history. Before
this, the bhog (concluding ceremony) Sri Akhand Path Sahib was held and prominent
raagi jathas performed Gurbani Kirtan.

On the occasion of the event, an amount of Rs 32 lakh was also distributed by
the SGPC to 1,552 students who topped the religious examination. Langar services
was offered by Baba Kashmir Singh Bhuriwale Samprada. The prominent personalities
who arrived were honoured by the SGPC with Siropao (robe of honour). A painting
exhibition presenting history through paintings was also the center of attraction

besides the book counter. October 1
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