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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 November

18 November

19 November

22 November

23 November
24 November

25 November

26 November

27 November
28 November

30 November

4 December

(16™ November to 15" December)

The first election of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
was completed. (16-11-1920)
(a) Joti-Joti Divas Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
(Kattak Sudi 5, 3 Maghar)

(b) Sikhs got success in Guru Ka Bagh Morcha. (18-11-1922)
(c) SGPC declared Damdama Sahib (Talwandi Sabo) as the fifth
Takhat Sahib of Sikhs. (18-11-1966)
(a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh seized Peshawar. (19-11-1818)
(b) Sikhs liberated Gurdwara Panja Sahib (Hassan Abdal) under
the command of Jathedar Kartar Singh Jhabbar (19-11-1920)
Battle of Ramnagar (present Pakistan) between the Sikhs and the
British. (22-11-1848)
Bhagat Namdev Ji's Birthday. (8 Maghar)
(a) Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji laid down the foundation stone of
(24-11-1594)
(b) Sikhs launched a march at Delhi against Nehru's remarks about
Sikhs. (24-11-1960)
Silver Jubilee Conference of Akali Dal held at Jandiala (Jalandhar)
(25-11-1944)
Sikh leaders rejected new constitution of India and refused

(26-11-1949)
(Puranmashi Kattak)
(a) Demise of Bhai Mardana ji. (13 Maghar)
(b) Indian Government stated that 2239 Sikh soldiers had been Court
martialled for raising voice against Operation Blue Star in 1984. 98

Kartarpur, District Jalandhar.

and opposed the demand of Pakistan.

to sign.
Parkash Gurpurb Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji.

Sikh soldiers were dismissed from service under accusations of
betrayal. (28-11-1985)
Birth day of Sahibzada Baba Zorawar Singh Ji.

(15 Maghar)
(a) Martyrdom Day of Baba Gurbaksh Singh Ji.

(19 Maghar)
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7 December

11 December

12 December

(b) The Sikh raised 'Punjabi Suba zindabad' slogans at Nehru's rally

in Rajpura, 15 Sikhs were arrested. (4-12-1960)
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur along with his 700 companions were
arrested and taken to Delhi. (7-12-1715)

Shiromani Akali Dal appointed a committee to draft the policies of
the 'Dal' in the changed circumstances. This very committee drafted
the famous Anandpur Sahib Resolution. (11-12-1972)
(a) Ahmed Shah Abdali left for his country after humiliating defeat
from Sikhs in Punjab. Kabuli Mal appointed as Governor of Punjab
and Sikhs became de facto ruler of their homeland. (12-12-1762)
(b) 53 Mahants gathered at Amritsar and decided to oppose the Sikh
Gurdwara Reform movement. (12-12-1920)

14 December (a) Birthday of Sahibzada Baba Fateh Singh Ji.

15 December

(29 Maghar)
(b) Foundation Day of 'Shromi Akali Dal'. (December 14, 1920)
Guriayi Divas Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. (Maghar Sudi 3, 30 Maghar)

Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

|

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib in Malwa's
Bathinda District

-Dr.Kirandeep Kaur &

-Dr.Taranvir Singh Benipal

This paper delves the travels of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib in the Malwa
region's Bathinda district. This paper records the visited places such as villages,
towns, wells and ponds. Moreover, the devoted Sikhs of Guru Sahib in this paper
have been listed. However the main focus in this paper is to illustrate the importance
of places and the events. Certain historical facts are related with this region such as
Guru Nanak Dev Ji's peregrinations covered this ancient land. Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji sojourned through this area. Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji took parkash (birth) at Sarai
Naga, which lies in the Malwa region. Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji visited Bhai Ki
Daroli and founded new village Mehraj. Sri Guru Har Rai Ji and Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji travelled extensively through this area. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
travelled and stayed in the Malwa region for a long time. He prophesied this region
with greenery and ample water resource which the people didn't even imagine due
to the sand lands but today those things are prevailing in this region.

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went on long journeys to instruct the sangats in
different parts of the country and proclaim far and wide the message of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib fairly did extensive journey through
Majha, Malwa and Bangar regions. He reached Malwa, visited Zira, Moga and Darauli
and then sojourned in the Lakkhi Jungle, a desolate tract comprising mainly present
day district of Bathinda." Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went up to Dhamdhan, from
where he returned to Kiratpur. The places visited by Guru Sahib have been developed
as important historical Gurdwaras now-a-day. I have listed Gurdwara Sahib in this
district related to Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji and Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib:-

Gurdwara Manji Sahib Gurusar Patshahi Nauvin and Dasvin is located at
Talwandi Sabo. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib stayed here for nine days. Saroop Das
Bhalla mentions visit and short stay of ninth Guru Sahib in Talwandi Sabo.? Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib sat on this raised platform known as Manji Sahib. Sri Guru
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Tegh Bahadur Sahib gave name to Damdama as Guru Ki Kashi.?

According to tradition Guru Sahib was received by sangat of the area, they
discussed the drought problem in this area. Guru Sahib told the people of this area
that this is a place where Markanda Rishi meditated for long period. Guru Sahib
gave word to the people; by performing kar sewa of the sarowar will bring showers
of rain. Firstly Guru Sahib brought the sand from the sarowar with His robe.* Guru
Sahib sat under the ber tree situated near the site of sarowar. The sarowar was dug up
swiftly by sangat. Guru Sahib from this place went towards Kot Dharmu, Varhe,
etc.’

Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji reached this place after the battle of Muktsar Sahib.
This area was under the attack of famine. Sangat of this area accompanied by Bhai
Dal Singh requested Guru Sahib to save this area from the famine attack. Guru Sahib
replied that the sarowar which was dug during Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib's visit
has not been taken care properly, how you can expect rain showers. Guru Sahib
started kar sewa with digging five shields of sand out from this sarowar. Guru Sahib
sat under the same ber tree on the banks of this sarowar. Guru Sahib poured vessel
full of Amrit into this sarowar.

Gurdwara Tahla Sahib Patshahi Nauvin and Dasvin, place is sacred to Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib and Sri Guru Gobind Singh. This village came to be known as
Tahla Sahib because of the Albergia sissoo tree related to Guru Sahib's visit. Sakhi
pothi states that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji came to this place, karsewa of sarowar
was initiated by Guru Sahib with sangat of Maur. There was an event organised in
which sangat from different places paid visit to Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib stayed here
for one month ten days.® Sakhi pothi and Vaisakha Singh states that Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji came to this place and the Desu Chahal follower of sultania was cursed
here, his wife broke the arrow given to him by Guru Sahib. He has again turned to
Sultania again; due to this his clan will not grow. Maur sangat begged pardon from
Guru Sahib for the wrongness done by chahal. He died of wound rot as curse given,
because he did not come to Guru Sahib for pardon. But Guru Sahib blessed the
Chahal clan other than Desu.’

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came and sat under Ber Tree. A copse of tahli
trees and a pool of water where Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji often came from
Talwandi Sabo while out for his afternoon ride. But today the tree has been cut down
only Manji Sahib remains. The wood of the same Tahla Sahib tree has been used to
panel the doors.® Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji visited the place once from Talwandi
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Sabo during the chase. The memorials raised in honour of the Guru Sahib came to
be known as Gurdwara Tahla Sahib. Earlier there was no habitation on this place,
now the village has grown with gram panchayat, Tahla Sahib. The square domed
room in the middle of the brick paved walled compound of the Gurdwara Sahib is
called Manji Sahib in which few old weapons are on display on the raised platform.
The Gurdwara Sahib has management committee of the local sangat. There are two
views of historians first one states that Guru Sahib visited this place from Maur
Mandi whereas second states that Guru Sahib came from Talwandi Sabo. There was
a pond near this place which was dug deep by Guru Sahib with sangat so that more
water is collected in it for people and livestock. Bhai Kahn Singh states that Guru
Sahib came here from Sabo Ki Talwandi and sat under the tahli tree (Albergia sisso). ’

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came to Tahla Sahib from Maur kalan. According
to tradition Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came here with sangat (devotees) from
Maur kalan dug up the pond deep with sangat. After performing the sewa Guru
Sahib took bath and then sangat was given bath. When Guru Sahib sat on the manji,
mai (elder Lady) from Maisar khana came to this place and served milk to Guru
Sahib. Guru Sahib blessed the mai with five sons; those five sons will find five new
villages respectively. All five Khanne today are on the names of five sons of mai.
This area was blessed with abundance of milk. Guru Sahib did Gurbani vichaar and
motivated towards Kirat. There was a huge tree it was cut down the wood was used
to make four pawe (wooden poles) and chagath at Manji Sahib asthaan. The Tahla is
said to be grow from the piece of tahli stick used by Guru Sahib to clean teeth. The
piece planted by Guru Sahib turned to huge Tahla tree. There is another belief in
people that the ber tree and well are from the time of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
Visit. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji came here from Damdama Sahib and rested
underneath Tahla tree. Horses were also fed water here.

Gurdwara Shri Darbar Sahib Patshahi Nauvin, is located in village Maur Kalan.
Maur Kalan is also called as Vadde Maur. This town was established by Mann clan
Jatt named Maur. The people of this village have faith in Sikhism, were follow ers of
Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur had followers from this town
named Nathu, Lalla, Raghu, Mirja and Assa.'” This area is known to be the area of
jungle during Guru Sahib's visit. People at night did not come out of their houses as
scared of ghosts, etc. To overcome this illusion of people Guru Sahib stayed in the
open sat under the Jand tree to make the people fearless of the vampire/ghost. Gurdwara
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, Darbar Sahib is situated on this place in the
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remembrance of Guru Sahib.

Sri Gur Kryo Kooch Nij Dera. Nikat Damdame Maur Vadera.

Jannd Kharo Iss Meh Jou Bhara. Kand Pattar Jutt Leh Bistara.

Baseh Pisach Issi Main Kab Ko. Gram Bikkhe Dinnas Bhae Sabh Ko.

Chaldal Lagyo Jand Tis Manhe. Satgur Baak Nefal Kem Jahi.!

This village is also called Dhilvari Maur to distinguish it from Maur Kalari in
Bathinda district." In a jhiri (thicket) about 2 km northeast of Maur, there used to be
a pond, called Dulami ki Dhab, where, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib used to come
often for his afternoon ride from Dhilvari. Gurdwara Sahib was established later
near this pond which came to be called Gurdwara Dulamsar Sahib.

According to tradition Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came here from Bhikhi,
Khyala. Guru Sahib stayed for forty days in this dense forest during that time. It is
said that there used to be a demon on the huge Jand tree at this place. The demon
was sent to Bathinda by Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib eliminated the trouble of a mother
and her child by instructing them to take bath in the pond on this place. Guru Sahib
gave a word, whosever takes bath for twelve sangrand in this place will get rid of the
troubles.

Gurdwara Sahib Sri Datansar Sahib Patshahi nauvin is located in village Ghuman
Kalan. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came to this place when he was camped at
Maur Kalan. According to tradition Guru Sahib accompanied by Sikhs came to the
place of sarovar which is called Gurusar, Guru Sahib did dattan and kurla at this
place also had milk."” Darbar Sahib is situated on very place where sangat of village
Ghuman came and met Guru Sahib. This village was founded by Guru Sahib.
Gurdwara Sahib is managed by Sadhu Singh and Major Singh, owns four acre land.
There is a new building of Gurdwara Sahib. There is around hundred year old building
on one side of the Gurdwara Sahib. Earlier there was sarowar but it was closed now
planning to build one. This Gurdwara Sahib is managed by Sadhu Singh and Major
Singh.

Gurdwara Sri Titarsar Sahib Patshahi Dasvin, Maiser Khana is sacred to Sri
Guru Gobind Singh. This Gurdwara Sahib is one mile away from village Maiser
khana.' Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came to this place after the completion of Sri
Anandur Sahib in samvat 1721, on way towards Sri Damdama Sahib. Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji came to this place after the batte of Mukatsar Sahib. During Guru Sahib's
stay at Sri Damdama Sahib he went on hunt and hunted a titar (Fowl) liberated him
from the cycle of birth and death, from that day this place was known as titarsar. It
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was subsequently called Tittarsar in the belief that the Guru Sahib had granted
liberation to a tittar, partridge, here. Gurdwara Tittarsar has come up 2 km to the
southeast of the village.

Gurdwara Manji Sahib is sacred to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. Guru Sahib
halted here by the side of a small pool called Maisar. Guru Sahib had alighted from
his horse, sat on the raised platform made by Sikhs under and tree. Gurdwara Sahib
is constructed on this place, during construction the tree was removed from here.
Guru Sahib stayed here for ten to twelve days.'> The name of this village has come
from sarowar (pond) of Devi Mai people called it 'Mai Da Sar' head of lady (mai).
Sidhu clan jatt from Jaisalmer founded village near this pond and it was called Maisar
Khana.'® There was a pond where Guru Sahib halted, today the same pond has been
turned to sarowar in the premises of Mandir Maiser Khana.

Gurdwara Manji Sahib Patshahi Nauvin, is located in village Dikkh. Guru Sahib
started from Bhaini Bagha at night reached the middle of Ubhe and Burj Dhilwan
stayed for a while then moved 5 mile on 25 Magh 1720BK sammat stayed here for
three days. According to tradition a humble Sikh lady from house of Baba Balaki
entreated the Guru Sahib to come and put up in his house. The Guru Sahib accepted
the invitation of devoted Sikh; He was served the warm milk. Guru Sahib was blissful
with his devotee's dedication, blessed his host who had served him with complete
devotion.!” The Sikh, who served Guru Sahib was childless, thereafter he had four
sons Aya Sura, Aya Hamira, Aya Kapura and Aya Vira. It is said that there was
bricked memorial (Manji) platform raised in honour of the Guru Sahib. Later single
room Gurdwara Sahib was established on the site in 1917.'"® The Gurdwara Sahib
Patshahi Nauvin, building is a square hall with a verandah on three sides. "On adjacent
compound lower level is used for the Guru ka Langar and rooms for pilgrims. The
Gurdwara Sahib owns ten acres of land and is affiliated to the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. Special congregations take place on full moon days."

Gurdwara Gurusar Patshahi Nauvin commemorates the visit of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Saib in village Dhadde. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib halted here coming
from Dikkh. Guru Sahib rested here under the huge tree and horses were fed water.?
According to tradition Guru Sahib went towards Maiserkhana from this place. Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went towards Krod village and Barah and Gurne then
went to Dhamdhan from here.?' The Gurdwara Sahib Patshahi Nauvin is located in
south around half a kilometre away from the village Dhadde.

The old building of this Gurdwara Sahib is going to be used as museum.



Gurdwara Gazette 118 Maghar (November 2023)

Gurdwara Sahib has new building and langar hall. There are ten residential rooms.
There is a sarowar earlier which was on the place of new Darbar Sahib now shifted
to other place. The Gurdwara Sahib is managed by a committee of the local sangat.
Masya celebrated in this Gurdwara Sahib.
Conclusion
Bathinda is one of the eminent districts of Malwa Region. Historical Gurudwara's
in Bathinda district marks the those places where Guru Sahib went and preached the
message of almighty to treat everyone equal. Guru Sahib filled the Sikhs with the
spirit of self-sacrifice towards the cause of humanity. Guru Sahib throughout their
life stood against the unjust.
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The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC takes notice of statement Sikkim CM about
Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib

SGPC General Secretary Bhai Grewal writes to Chairman

Minority Commission to take cognizance

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), taking notice
of a statement given by the Chief Minister (CM) of Sikkim, Shri Prem Singh Tamang,
regarding Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib, has written a letter to Chairman of
National Commission for Minorities (NCM) Igbal Singh Lalpura.

In a letter written by the SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal,
it has been said that the case of Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib has been sub
judice in the High Court of Sikkim for a long time. The honorable court has reserved
the judgment of this case.

The SGPC General Secretary wrote to Chairman NCM to bring to his notice a
highly reprehensible and controversial statement of Sikkim CM Shri Prem Singh
Tamang, regarding Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib, Sikkim. Notably, a video of
Shri Tamang’s statement came to light in which he addressed some members of his
community and told them that the place of Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib belongs
to their community and nobody else can take it.

“You must be aware that the case of Gurdwara Sri Guru Dongmar Sahib is sub-
judice in the Sikkim High Court and the decision has been reserved by the honorable
court. At this stage of the long-standing dispute, the CM's statement of CM is to
incite the local community members against the Sikh community can escalate tension.
In violation of the honorable court, the Chief Minister of Sikkim said that under no
circumstances Gurdwara Sahib will be allowed to be built, which is highly
reprehensible and illogical”, wrote Bhai Grewal to NCM Chairman Lalpura.

He further said that the video statement of Sikkim CM also hints that his
government is trying to influence this case in favour of their community and against
the Sikh community. However, as a CM of a state, Shri Tamang should be just while
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treating all the community equally and make efforts to resolve this issue amicably
setting an example of communal harmony in his state. The SGPC General Secretary
said that the Government of India, the NCM, and the State Government of Sikkim
should resolve this dispute amicably in an out-of-court agreement as ordered by the
Hon’ble court on April 27, 2023, and set an example. He demanded from the NCM
Chairman to take cognizance of Sikkim CM'’s reprehensible statement and issue
necessary directions to refrain him from doing so in the future. October 7

SGPC passes special resolution against SYL

Filter system to be installed in sarovar of Gurdwara Sri
Darbar Sahib, Tarn Taran

Election for SGPC President, office-bearers on November 8

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
expressed commitment in favour of Punjab on the issue of the Satluj Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal and made it clear that no one will be allowed to loot the waters of
Punjab. A special resolution has been passed against the SYL in a meeting of the
SGPC’s executive committee (EC) held under the leadership of SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami.

Speaking to the media after the meeting, the SGPC President said that no coercive
action will be tolerated on the water issue of Punjab. He said that after the recent
instruction given by the Supreme Court to the Centre and Punjab government
regarding the survey of SYL, it is the duty of the Punjab government to represent the
rights and interests of the state and clearly register its strong stand against SYL. He
said that such a situation has arisen only because the Punjab government did not
present the stand of the state rightly in the court.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said the executive has clearly resolved that if any injustice
is done on the issue of water, the SGPC will stand firmly in favour of Punjab. The
SGPC assures the people of Punjab and the political, social, farmers’ and religious
organizations standing in opposition to SYL that the Sikh body will play the leading
role wherever needed. He said that Punjab is already moving towards the serious
problem of dark zones due to the limited availability of canal water and extraction of
groundwater through lakhs of tube wells. Most of the water from Punjab's share is
being given to the states of Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi in violation of the
international riparian law. In return for this, no compensation is given to Punjab
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either in the past or present. If there is any injustice done on the issue of the waters of
Punjab, it will not be tolerated. The SGPC President also appealed to the Government
of India to ensure that no injustice is done to Punjab in view of the international
riparian law and humanitarian concerns related to water on this sensitive issue of the
state.

The SGPC executive also took many other important decisions. In a resolution,
it has been demanded from the Punjab government to restore the red cards of the
1984 Sikh Genocide victims in Ludhiana, which were cancelled in the last
government. Speaking about this, Harjinder Singh Dhami said the Sikh Genocide is
an unforgettable tragedy. He said it is very sad that instead of giving justice, the
victims are being harassed more. He said the previous Congress government of
Punjab had done an injustice by cancelling 135 red cards of 1984 Sikh Genocide
victims. He said that the Punjab government should immediately restore the cancelled
red cards and after listening to the victims, make other necessary welfare schemes
for them. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the executive has also decided to install a
filter system with modern technology to keep the water of Gurdwara Sri Darbar
Sahib Tarn Taran Sarovar clean. The Sewa (voluntary service) of this filter system
has been given to Lakhwinder Singh Kahneke, President of Diwan Todar Mal
Foundation and a USA-based Sikh Nirmal Singh Chandi. He said the SGPC has also
decided to honour Sabat Surat (one with unshorn hair) Sikh player Jarmanpreet Singh
of the Indian hockey team which won the gold medal in the Asian Games 2023, with
an amount of Rs 2 lakh. He said that other hockey players belonging to Punjab will
also be honoured with Rs 50,000 each. Similarly, rifle shooting athlete Sifat Kaur
will also be honoured with Rs 50,000.

He said that the executive committee has also expressed commitment to continue
the struggle for the Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners). He said that the SGPC had organized
a signature campaign for the release of Bandi Singhs and filled up about 26 lakh
forms, which would be sent to the President of India through the Governor of Punjab.
He said that appointment has been sought from the Governor of Punjab to discuss
the issue of Sikh prisoners. Harjinder Singh Dhami also welcomed the inclusion of
self-declaration in the voter form for the SGPC elections by the Gurdwara Election
Commission, “I truly declare that I am a Sikh, I believe in Sri Guru Granth Sahib and
ten Sikh Gurus and I have no other religion”. He said that the SGPC had objected to
the non-inclusion of this self-declaration. It was necessary that the form should have
been issued by taking the Sikh institutions into confidence.
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Harjinder Singh Dhami also informed that the SGPC has released an application
for live audio Gurbani Kirtan from Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib as per the daily
Maryada (conduct) of the entire day. He said that this app has been named SGPC
Gurbani Kirtan, through which the community members will be able to listen to
uninterrupted audio streaming of Kirtan for the entire conduct. Apart from this, it
was also decided to give offices to the SGPC office-bearers. In this regard, a demand
was submitted by SGPC general secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal, which was
accepted. Apart from the SGPC President, these offices will be developed for the
senior vice-president, junior vice-president and general secretary. The meeting was
attended by the SGPC executive members and key officials.

The general house session for the annual election of the SGPC President, senior
vice-president, junior vice-president, general secretary and the members of the
executive committee will be held on November 8. This general meeting will be held
at 1 pm at Teja Singh Samundri Hall located in the SGPC office. Harjinder Singh
Dhami shared this information with the media after the executive meeting today. He
said that as per the Sikh Gurdwaras Act 1925, the office-bearers of the SGPC are
elected annually and accordingly, the meeting has been called on November 8.

October 19

Statement of uprooting Gurdwaras during BJP
rally at Tijara in Rajasthan is highly

condemnable — Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has taken notice of the statement about 'uprooting
Gurdwara Sahibs upon forming government’, during a political rally of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) at Tijara in Rajasthan, and condemned the same in strong words.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that Gurdwara Sahibs are established all over the
world today to promote the principle of Sarbat Da Bhala (welfare of all), blessed by
Sri Guru Nanak Deyv, the first Sikh Guru. He said that the Gurdwaras have always
helped the distressed and the needy. Whenever there is a calamity in the country and
abroad, Gurdwaras and Sikh bodies have always been at the forefront and served
humanity without any discrimination.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the hate statement about Gurudwara Sahibs
during the rally is a conspiracy of BJP leaders to defeat the holy thought of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev, which was done in the old times also. He said that now again this tendency
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is being deliberately propped up in the country. He said that Sri Guru Nanak Dev
had brought the country and the society out of the narrow-mindedness and gave the
message of Sarbat Da Bhala, but today the BJP leaders are again moving towards the
same thinking. He said that the doors of Gurdwaras are always open to everyone
and such a small-minded conspiracy of BJP leaders can never succeed.

The SGPC President said that at the time of this BJP rally, the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh (UP) Shri Yogi Adityanath was also present on the stage, and it was
his responsibility to oppose such hateful statement on the spot. But it is sad that even
as the CM of a state; Shri Adityanath has also become a part of this phenomenon. He
said that history is a witness that the Congress also attacked Sikh shrines under the
same thinking and today the BJP is also seen walking on the same path. The SGPC
President said that for the anti-Sikh statement during the rally in Rajasthan, including
the UP CM Shri Adityanath, the organizer of the rally and the person who made the
statement should immediately apologize to the Sikh community and the Bharatiya
Janata Party should also clarify its position in this regard. November 2

Congregation to commemorate martyrs of
November 1984 Sikh Genocide by SGPC

Amritsar: To commemorate the martyrs of the Sikh Genocide in November
1984 in different cities of the country and Delhi, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) today organized a congregation and held bhog (concluding
ceremony) of Akhand Path Sahib (uninterrupted recitation of Guru Granth Sahib) at
Gurdwara Jhand Bunga Sahib situated inside Sri Darbar Sahib complex.

On this occasion, Gurbani Kirtan was performed by hazuri raagi jatha of Bhai
Navneet Singh of Sri Harmandir Sahib. Ardas (Sikh prayer) was offered by Bhai
Gurcharan Singh and the holy hukamnama (edict) was recited by Giani Rajdeep
Singh, Granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib. On this occasion, Giani Rajdeep Singh paid
tribute to the martyrs of November 1984 and called the massacre of Sikhs as big
attack on the community. He said that whenever there was a need in the country, the
Sikh community made the most sacrifices. But the Sikhs were always made to feel
alienated within the country. He said that the tragedy of November 1984 was
extremely painful, which the community can never forget.

Meanwhile, SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal said that in
November 1984, Sikhs were massacred in various states of the country, including
Delhi, at the behest of the then Congress government. He said that it was a heinous
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act, the stigma of which will always remain on the forehead of the Congress party.
He also severely criticized Congress Punjab president Amarinder Singh Raja Warring's
statement of attempting to innocence of Congress leader Kamal Nath in the case of
the Sikh massacre.

Present on this occasion included SGPC additional secretary Kulwinder Singh
Ramdas, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, manager of Sri Darbar Sahib Bhagwant Singh
Dhangera, assistant secretary Gurdial Singh, Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, Manjit Singh
Talwandi, superintendent Nishan Singh, in-charge Malkit Singh Beharwal, Palwinder
Singh, manager Harpreet Singh, Jaspal Singh Dhade and Sangat.

Even after 39 years, justice of Sikh Genocide not given: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Even after the passage of 39 years, the scars of the Sikh Genocide by the then
Congress government in November 1984 in different places of the country, including
Delhi, are painful and the Sikh community has not received justice. SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami said this in a statement released here. He said that in November
1984, the fury was unleashed on the Sikhs for several days at the behest of the
government, which shook every sensitive person in the world to the core. This was
a cruel act against humanity done on the government's behalf, from which Congress
can never be acquitted. He said that the Congress party is protecting the culprits of
the Sikh massacre by giving them high positions. He also termed the statement of
Punjab Congress president Amarinder Singh Raja Warring that Kamal Nath had no
role in the Delhi Sikh massacre as salt on the wounds of the Sikhs. He said that with
Raja Warring's statement, the anti-Sikh face of Congress leaders has come to the
fore once again. November 2

Harjinder Singh Dhami elected SGPC President
for third consecutive term

Advocate Dhami bags 118 votes, while Balbir Singh Ghunas
17 votes

Harbhajan Singh Masana to be senior vice-president,
Gurbaksh Singh Khalsa as junior vice-president, Bhai
Rajinder Singh Mehta as general secretary

Amritsar: Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami was today elected President of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) for the third consecutive term,
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during the General House session for the annual election of the SGPC office-bearers.
Of the total polled 137 votes, Harjinder Singh Dhami bagged 118, his opponent
Balbir Singh Ghunas bagged 17 and two votes were cancelled.

During the house, the head granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib and
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib Giani Sultan Singh, additional head granthi of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani
Malkit Singh and 137 members of the SGPC were present.

SGPC member Harbhajan Singh Masana was elected unopposed as senior vice-
president, Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa as junior vice-president and Bhai Rajinder Singh
Mehta as general secretary in the house. Eleven members of the SGPC’s executive
committee include Mohan Singh Bangi, Raghbir Singh Saharanmajra, Jasmer Singh
Lachhru, Khushwinder Singh Bhatia, Bibi Hardeep Kaur Khokh, Indermohan Singh
Lakhmirwala, Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar, Bibi Malkit Kaur Kamalpur, Amarjit Singh
Bhalaipur, Bibi Jaspal Kaur, and Jaswant Singh Purain.

Talking to the media after being elected as president, Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that with the blessing of the Guru, he got this Sewa (service) for the third time.
He thanked the entire house of SGPC members, the president of Shiromani Akali
Dal Sukhbir Singh Badal, and senior leaders of the party and said that he will try to
ensure that the services of the representative body of the Sikh community are done
according to the community’s sentiments. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that this time
is challenging for the community, as the general elections of the SGPC are coming
ahead and there are also many Panthic issues. He said that whether it is the Centre
government or the Punjab government, interference is being made in the voter
registration process. He raised the apprehension that the Gurdwara Election
Commission giving little time for SGPC’s voter registration process, it appears to be
the government's intention to register fewer Sikh voters so that they are shown as a
minority in Punjab. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that today there is a big issue before
the Sikh community of Sikh prisoners, for which appropriate steps will be taken.
Responding to a question from the media, the SGPC President said that today's election
result of SGPC office-bearers shows that the entire party members are united and
trust their party.

He clarified the priorities of SGPC’s future plans and work to be done and said
that along with religious preaching, health and education will be progressed under
new measures. Moreover, building new sarais (inns) for the Sangat arriving at Sri
Darbar Sahib will also be on the agenda. He said that there are many other community-
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related tasks to be done, which will be worked on with the opinion of scholars and
the SGPC members. He said that according to the need, administrative reforms will
also be made.

Harjinder Singh Dhami, and other elected office-bearers thank the Guru

After being elected as SGPC President, Harjinder Singh Dhami and other office-
bearers paid obeisance at Sachkhand Sri Harimandar Sahib and thanked the Guru,
where they were honoured with Siropao by the head granthi Giani Raghbir Singh.
The SGPC President along with office-bearers also went to Sri Akal Takht Sahib to
thank the Guru. After this, the SGPC President assumed his duties at the office and
expressed his commitment to take all Panthic parties along.

Harjinder Singh Dhami’s name was proposed by Kirpal Singh Badungar

During the SGPC general house session, the name of Harjinder Singh Dhami as
candidate was proposed by former president Prof Kirpal Singh Badungar, seconded
by Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal and further seconded by Bhai Gurcharan Singh
Grewal.

In competition to Harjinder Singh Dhami, the name of Balbir Singh Ghunas
was proposed by SGPC member Amrik Singh Shahpur, seconded by Baldev Singh
Chungan and further seconded by Nirmail Singh Jaulan.

The name of senior vice-president was proposed by Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla,
seconded by Alwinder Singh Pakhoke, and further seconded by Advocate Bhagwant
Singh Sialka.

The name of Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa as junior vice-president was
proposed by Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar, seconded by Gurmail Singh Sangatpura, further
seconded by Avtar Singh Raya.

The name of Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta as general secretary was proposed by
Surjit Singh Bhittewad, seconded by Khushwinder Singh Bhatia, and further seconded
by Phumman Singh. For the 11-member executive, the proposal was made by member
Paramyjit Singh Khalsa, seconded by Gurbachan Singh Karmunwala and further
seconded by Baldev Singh Qadian.

During the general house, the newly appointed president, Harjinder Singh Dhami
read the resolutions passed by the house and member Sukhdev Singh Bhaur also
shared his views. Bhaur asked to raise a strong voice against the flaws in the process
of SGPC voter registration. Harjinder Singh Dhami thanked the members present
and the proceedings of the general meeting were conducted by the SGPC secretary
Partap Singh. November 8
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SGPC General House passes important
resolutions regarding Sikh issues

Amritsar: The General House session of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak

Committee (SGPC) today has passed many important resolutions regarding Sikh
issues, which were approved by the members present amid the resonance of the
Sikh slogan of the high spirit. These resolutions include an important resolution
regarding the release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners). Moreover, the resolutions
demanded simplification of SGPC’s voter registration process besides increasing the
time for registration, ending the discrimination against the Punjabi language, taking
care of Sikh heritage in Pakistan, and standing in favor of Punjab on water issues
especially the Satluj Yamuna Link (SYL) canal.

Targeting the governments in a resolution demanding the release of the Sikh
prisoners, it was said that this discrimination was a violation of human rights. The
Sikh prisoners are not being released even after completion of their sentences. Through
this resolution, it was demanded from the Centre and concerned state (Delhi and
Karnataka) governments to stop discrimination against the Sikhs and release the
Sikh prisoners immediately. In this regard, the General House appealed to all Sikh
bodies, religious organizations, Sant Samaj, Nihang Singh organisations, and Sikh
political parties to unite against the governments. Sikh prisoner Bhai Balwant Singh
Rajoana also appealed that the entire Sikh community is with the Bandi Singhs, so
he should not take any step inside the jail which would create anxiety in the
community.

Through a resolution, a demand was made to simplify the process of SGPC’s
voter registration and extend the time for this process. It was said that the Gurdwara
Election Commission should play an impartial role in the process of SGPC voter
registration that should be free from any government influence. Through this
resolution, the Chief Commissioner of Gurdwara Elections was asked to extend the
time for voter registration, to ensure arrangements for special camps to register SGPC
votes at the booth level besides permitting the submission of voter forms collectively
to save the voters from harassment. It was also apprehended that the incumbent
Punjab government is working on a policy to show a reduced number of Sikhs in
Punjab through the Gurdwara Election Commissioner.

In the resolution passed regarding the discrimination against the Punjabi
language, it has been said that in Haryana and Himachal Pradesh, the people of
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Punjabi origin are forced to submit applications in the government offices for their
work in Hindi and English languages, which should stop immediately. Moreover,
the governments were asked to adopt a serious approach to stop the discrimination
against the Punjabi language in Chandigarh and Punjab.

In a resolution, India and Canada were urged to join hands to remove the
bitterness in the relations between the two countries. The resolution passed said that
due to the situation between the two countries, Sikhs and Punjabis are facing hate
propaganda for no reason. This is extremely unfortunate, towards which the
governments should give serious consideration.

Through a resolution, a commitment was expressed to protect the waters of
Punjab and oppose the SYL canal. It was said that the SGPC will play a leading role
in every struggle for the waters of Punjab.

Through a resolution, it was also demanded that the Punjab government should
release the outstanding amount worth crores of rupees of the post-matric scholarship
scheme for the SC/ST/OBC students studying in the educational institutions of the
SGPC. It was said that more than Rs 50 crores of the educational institutions of the
Sikh body are outstanding towards the Punjab government, due to which the
institutions are going towards financial crisis. The government should release this
amount immediately.

In a resolution, the government of Pakistan has been appealed for the
maintenance and preservation of Sikh heritage and historical Gurdwara Sahibs in
the neighbouring country. It was said that many places were neglected after the
partition in 1947, to which the government and the Evacuee Trust Property Board
should pay special attention. The SGPC is also ready to support this cause.

Through a resolution passed, the government was asked to stop the narrative
being established against the Sikh community on social media. It said that along
with objectionable comments against Sikh doctrines, Gurbani, Sikh history, insulting
and hate propaganda about Sikh Gurus, Sikh martyrs, and Sikh identity is being
done on social media platforms. The Sui generis, a distinct entity of Sikhs is also
being attacked. Action is not being taken even after written representations to the
governments and police several times in this regard. The house demanded that the
Government of India should take concrete steps to stop this planned hate propaganda
and at the same time necessary steps should be taken at the diplomatic level to stop
hate attacks on Sikhs abroad.

A resolution emphasized the need for the full participation of Sikhs in the
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government's administrative and civil services. It was said that the SGPC has
established a training institute for preparing Sikh youths for competitive exams of
UPSC, PPSC, PCS, etc., where free education, hostel, food, and other facilities are
being provided. Realizing the need for the participation and cooperation of the
community members in the country and abroad for the expansion of this institute, it
was announced to establish a special fund, so that every year hundreds of Sikhs can
be prepared for competitive examinations for free.

A resolution was also passed asking the government to give special attention to
improving the condition of the roads and surroundings of Sachkhand Sri Harmandir
Sahib.

Through a resolution, the interference of non-Panthic and the political parties
void of Sikh principles and governments, in the affairs of Sikhs was strongly
condemned. It was said that the Sikhs have never tolerated government interference
in their religious affairs and gurdwara management and will never tolerate the same.
It appealed to the Sangat to be aware and consciously take responsibility for the
Chardi Kala (high spirit) of the community.

Similarly, in a resolution, the proceedings of the US Congress House started for
the first time with a Sikh prayer, and the efforts of Sikhs who made this possible
were appreciated.

The General House paid homage to many prominent personalities of the Panth
who passed away in the past and recited Mool Mantra and Gur Mantra to offer them
condolences. Among these personalities include Parkash Singh Badal Patron
Shiromani Akali Dal, former head granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh,
SGPC members Nirmal Singh Hariao, Sarwan Singh Kular, Sukhdev Singh Bahia,
former deputy speaker Bir Devinder, Sikh scholar Swaran Singh Chuslewarh, Sikh
scholar Prof Prithipal Singh Kapur, former president of Takht Sri Hazur Sahib Board
Bhupinder Singh and Begum Munwar Un Nisa, last heir of Nawab Malerkotla.

November 8
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