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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ February to 15™ March)

16 February The British Government announced to form a committee to draft
an Act for the managment of Gurdwara. (16-2-1921)
17 February The Sikhs took over control of the Gurdwaras of Mukatsar.
(17-2-1923)
18 February Bhai Lehna ji, Bhai Sangat Rai ji and Bhai Hanumant ji and
others embraced martyrdom in the Battle of Guler.(18-2-1696)
20 February More than 150 Sikhs killed in open fire by Mohant Narainu and

his hired men at Gurdwara Sri Nankana Sahib. Bhai Lachhman
Singh ji Dharowali, Bhai Dalip Singh ji, Bhai Waryam Singh

etc. embraced martyrdom. (20-2-1921)
21 February (a) Government handed over the control of Gurdwara Sri Nankana
Sahib to Sikhs. (21-2-1921)

(b) The police forces did firing on Shaheedi Jatha at Jaito and killed
more than 100 Sikhs and about 200 were injured. (21-2-1924)
(c) Canadian Shaheedi Jatha offered arrest at Jaito.  (21-2-1925)

25 February Sahibzada Baba Fateh Singh Ji born at Sri Anandpur Sahib.
(25-2-1699)
27 February The British Government hanged six Babbar Akalis in Lahore
Jail. (27-2-1926)
3 March Jyoti Jot Diwas of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib. (3-3-1644)
5 March Establishment of Khalsa College Sri Amritsar. (5-3-1892)
6 March 188 Sikh prisoners released from Jodhpur jail. (6-3-1989)
9 March (a) Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji reached at Dumeli (Kapurthla).
(9-3-1638)
(b) Treaty were done between Sikh and English. (9-3-1846)
10 March Mughal General Dewan Lakhpat Rai ordered to kill more than
one thousand Sikhs. Bhai Subeg Singh ji and Bhai Shahbaz Singh
ji were executed on wheels. (10-3-1746)
11 March The Sikh army hoisted Sikh flag at the Red Fort in Delhi

under the command of S. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, Baba Baghel
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Singh and S. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. (11-3-1783)
S. Udham Singh killed Michael O 'Dwayar at London. He was
former governor of the Punjab and an accused of Jallianwala

Bagh Massacre. (12-3-1940)
Martyrdom of Akali Baba Phula Singh. (14-3-1822)
|

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji Shaheed’ Sri
Amvritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

venue.
-Guru Panth Da Das-

Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Commitzee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

Congress party should stop efforts to weaken Sikh
power by interfering unnecessarily in Sikh
affairs: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the intentions of forming Rajasthan
Gurdwara Committee following a meeting of Congress leader Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Congress party has always been trying to
weaken the Sikh power by interfering unnecessarily in Sikh affairs and even now
its leaders are trying to divide the Sikh power. He said that the then Bhupinder
Singh Hooda led government of the Congress party played a political game to di-
vide the Sikh power in Haryana.

"Now Congress leader Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa along with Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot is making plans to form a separate Gurdwara Com-
mittee in Rajasthan as well, which will never be accepted", said Harjinder Singh
Dhami.

He warned the Congress party and asked them to stop interfering in the reli-
gious affairs of Sikhs. He also appealed to the Sikh Sangat (community) to be aware
of the conspiracies of the Congress to weaken the Sikh power. January 2

Case of CM Bhagwant Singh Mann's defamatory
statement against Guru's Golak & SGPC
members

Bhagwant Singh Mann should tender public apology or be
ready to face defamation suit: SGPC members

Memorandums in the name of CM handed over to DCs

across Punjab
Amritsar: The members of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
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(SGPC) today asked Punjab Chief Minister (CM) Bhagwant Singh Mann to tender
public apology for his defamatory statement against Guru's Golak (offering box)
and SGPC members, after handing over memorandums in his name to deputy com-
missioners (DCs) across Punjab.

In their letter to Punjab CM Handing Bhagwant Singh Mann, the SGPC
members asked him to apologize publicly or face defamation suit.

At the time of handing over the memorandum Amritsar DC Harpreet Singh
Sudan IAS, those present included SGPC executive member Bawa Singh
Gumanpura, members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka,
Bhai Ram Singh, Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Mangwinder Singh Khaparkheri, Baljit
Singh Jalal Usma, Amarjit Singh Bandala, Ajaib Singh Abhyasi, SGPC secretary
Partap Singh and other officials.

The SGPC members who are protesting here said that S. Bhagwant Singh
Mann has also made fun of the principle of Dasvandh (10% of income) and Sewa
(voluntary service) which has been going on since the time of the Gurus, in addition
to uttering defamatory words against SGPC members. This has caused resentment
in the entire Sikh community. They said that Bhagwant Singh Mann should take
back his words and apologize immediately, otherwise a defamation case will be
filed against him by SGPC members.

In the letter to Bhagwant Singh Mann, SGPC members said that the principle
and Maryada (conduct) of Guru's Golak, Langar, Sangat, Dasvandh are going on
since the time of the Gurus, which continues even today. They said that the devotees
who come for paying obeisance in Gurdwara Sahibs get happiness by giving
offerings according to their devotion and the arrangements of the Gurdwaras and
the necessary work is done for the Sangat are also done by this offering. They said
the religious sentiments of the devotees are closely connected with the Sikh traditions
and Bhagwant Singh Mann's statement about Guru's Golak has hurt the religious
sentiments of the devotees. The letter stated that SGPC members serve without any
salary allowance and those are only SGPC members in any elected office in India
who do not receive benefits in return for service. It was also said that the SGPC is
doing great work only with the offerings made by the Sangat. They said where the
governments have failed, the Sikh organization has played a leading role and the
Gurdwaras does not lag behind in the service of humanity even in difficult times. In
such a situation Bhagwant Singh Mann's statement is hurtful to Sikh traditions and
insulting to SGPC members.
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Meanwhile, at the Amritsar DCs office, the members of the SGPC expressed
strong protest and said that the person sitting on the constitutional post of the Chief
Minister has expressed his narrow-mindedness by using low-level language, for
which he should publicly apologize. They said that if Mann does not apologize, all
the members will file a defamation suit.

On this occasion, secretary Dharam Prachar Committee Balwinder Singh
Kahlwan, additional secretary Harjit Singh Lalughuman, Bijay Singh, Gurinder
Singh Mathrewal, assistant secretary Nirvail Singh, Gurdial Singh, Superintendent
Malkit Singh Beharwal, manager S. Sukhraj Singh, Harpreet Singh and others were
present. January 5

Martyrdom anniversary of Shaheed Bhai Satwant
Singh & Bhai Kehar Singh observed at
Sri Darbar Sahib

Amritsar: Bhog (concluding ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib (uninterrupted
recitation of Guru Granth Sahib) was today organised on the occasion of the
martyrdom anniversary of Shaheed Bhai Satwant Singh and Shaheed Bhai Kehar
Singh at Gurdwara Jhanda Bunga Sahib situated inside complex of Sachkhand Sri
Harmandar Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib.

Jatha (group) of hazuri raagi Bhai Gurdev Singh of Sri Harmandar Sahib
connected the Sangat (congregation) with Gurbani Kirtan. Ardas (Sikh prayer) was
offered by Bhai Baljit Singh and the holy hukamnama was recited by Giani
Gurminder Singh.

Addressing the Sangat on this occasion, Giani Gurminder Singh said that the
martyrs are the wealth of Qaum (community), and remembering them is our
responsibility. He said the then Congress Government had demolished Sri Akal
Takht Sahib in the military attack and a large number of innocent devotees were
massacred.

"Bhai Satwant Singh, Bhai Beant Singh, and Bhai Kehar Singh had raised the
head of Sikh Qaum by taking revenge for this desecration of the highest temporal
authority of Sikhs by assassinating the then Prime Minister and attained martyrdom.
These are great martyrs of the community, who will always be remembered", said
Giani Gurminder Singh.

During this congregation, Bhai Waryam Singh, brother of Shaheed Bhai
Satwant Singh, and Bibi Gurpreet Singh from the family of Bhai Kehar Singh and
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others were honoured with the Guru's blessing Siropao (robe of honour) by Giani
Gurminder Singh, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) members,
and officials.

Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal also paid obeisance during
the congregation at Gurdwara Jhanda Bunga Sahib.

Present on this occasion included SGPC members Bhai Manjit Singh
Bhurakohna, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Bhai Ajaib
Singh Abhyasi, Baba Charanjit Singh Jassowal, Sangrur Member of Parliament
and Shiromani Akali Dal Amritsar leader S. Simranjit Singh Mann, SGPC secretary
Partap Singh, assistant secretary Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, manager of Sri Darbar
Sahib Satnam Singh Mangasarai, superintendent Malkeet Singh Beharwal, manager
Sukhraj Singh, Narinder Singh, additional manager Nishan Singh, Bikramjit Singh
Jhangi, Dal Khalsa leader Kanwarpal Singh Bittu, Jaskaran Singh Kahan Singh
Wala, Narain Singh Chaurha, Upkar Singh Sandhu, Harpal Singh Baler, Paramyjit
Singh Tanda, Paramjit Singh Mand, and Sangat. January 6

Governments adopting different policy for
minorities in country: Harjinder Singh Dhami

SGPC President strongly objects to releasing Gurmeet Ram

Rahim for fourth time in a year

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly objected to 40 day parole granted to Dera Sirsa
head Gurmeet Ram Rahim, who is serving in jail under henious charges of murder
and rape. He said that if murderers and rapists can be left free in the society like this,
then what is the difficulty in releasing the Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners) who struggled
for Qaumi (community's) rights and interests.

SGPC president said that the dual policy of the governments towards minorities
is creating an environment of mistrust among Sikhs. He said that if Gurmeet Ram
Rahim, accused of murder and rape, can come out for four times within a year, then
why is the government not listening to the voice raised by the Sikh community for
the release of Bandi Singhs.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that people of all religions live in India, but sadly,
in violation of the constitution, a different policy is being adopted towards the
minorities.
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"Minority Sikhs are continuously being ignored under hateful attitude", said
Harjinder Singh Dhami.

He questioned that what is so special about Gurmeet Ram Rahim that he is
being released from jail repeatedly by ignoring the heinous crimes that he committed.

He said that even after three decades of imprisonment of the Bandi Singhs,
many of them were not even given parole.

SGPC President clearly asked the Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi
not to adopt a biased attitude towards the minorities and to ensure protection of the
rights of the people of all religions as per the Constitution.

"If this attitude continues, the feeling of alienation will prevail among the Sikhs
who struggled for freedom of the country, which is not good for the nation. Even in
the case of Bandi Singhs, the governments should adopt a compassionate policy
and take the decision to release them keeping in mind their characters in the jails",
said Harjinder Singh Dhami. January 21

SGPC strongly condemns neglect of Punjabi
language by Punjab government

Under influence of Delhi people, Punjab government is

snatching rights of Punjabis: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the Punjab government's neglect
of Punjabi from the syllabus of the examination to be conducted for the recruitment
process of clerk post through the Subordinate Service Selection Board (SSSB),
Punjab. He said that the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)-led government of Punjab is on
the path of destroying the state's mother tongue, heritage and culture.

"This is an action affecting the youth of Punjab, which has also opened the
way for the recruitment of non-Punjabis, thus snatching the rights of Punjabis", said
Harjinder Singh Dhami.

SGPC President said that Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann is
only tricking the public by talking about implementing Punjabi at all levels, while
the reality is that by ignoring the Punjabi language, the present Punjab government
led by him is doing every official work in English.

"The example of this practice are several orders issued by Bhagwant Singh
Mann in the past. Whenever they issue any announcement, official order or circular,
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itis issued in English language. Punjabi language is being deliberately neglected by
the Punjab government under the influence of Delhi people", said Harjinder Singh
Dhami.

He said that the SSSB, Punjab's action to exclude Punjabi from the syllabus of
the main paper for the recruitment of clerk post is an expression of AAP government's
real intention towards Punjab, from which Bhagwant Singh Mann cannot run away.

SGPC President appealed to the Punjabis that it is the need of the hour to
recognize the fatal conspiracies against Punjab and Punjabi language being hatched
by the government and every Punjabi should stand against it. He said that the Sikh
body, SGPC will continue to oppose every action that denigrates the Punjabi mother-
tongue. January 24

Ram Rahim is deliberately provoking religious
sentiments of Sikhs: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Government should immediately cancel parole of Dera

Sirsa chief & send him to jail

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet Ram
Rahim for provoking religious sentiments of the Sikh community by cutting a cake
with the religious symbol of Sikhs, Kirpan (sword). Harjinder Singh Dhami said
that Dera Sirsa head is deliberately trying to spoil the peaceful atmosphere of the
state by provoking religious sentiments of Sikhs and the governments are mute spec-
tators.

He said that the Kirpan is an important religious symbol of Sikhs, the disre-
spect of which cannot be tolerated by Sikh community. Dera Sirsa's head has hurt
the respect of Sikh Kakaar (symbol of faith) by cutting a cake with Kirpan. He said
that such a criminal who is serving a sentence on heinous charges of rape and mur-
der is being released on parole by the government repeatedly and he is deliberately
inciting the religious sentiments of Sikhs after coming out. He said that the constitu-
tion of the country teaches the respect of religious sentiments of everyone and no
one has the right to hurt someone's religious sentiments. He said that it is sad that the
governments are giving special immunity to such criminals, which is not in the
interest of the country. SGPC President demanded from the government that Dera
Sirsa's parole should be canceled immediately and he should be sent behind bars.

January 25
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SGPC to give Rs 20,000 per month honorarium to
9 Bandi Singhs serving long sentences: Harjinder
Singh Dhami

-Issue of Sikh prisoners to be taken up to UNO &
International Court of Justice

-SGPC decides to file writ petition against government's
patronage of Ram Rahim

-Portray of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh Nabha & Baba
Chanda Singh Kattu Wale to be displayed at Central Sikh
Museum

-Important decisions taken during Executive Committee of

SGPC led by Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
decided to give Rs 20,000 per month as honorarium to 9 Bandi Singhs (Sikh
prisoners) serving long sentences in different jails of the country. A decision has
also been made to take up the issue of non-release of Sikh prisoners despite completion
of their jail terms to the United Nations Organization (UNO) and the International
Court of Justice (ICJ).

Speaking to the media after the meeting of the SGPC Executive Committee
(EC) at SGPC office on Friday in Amritsar, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that the government's injustice towards the Sikhs who have served jail terms for
three decades is a major violation of human rights, and this voice will now be raised
on the international platforms. He said that the EC has decided to give monthly
honorarium of Rs 20,000 to 9 Sikh prisoners who have served long sentences and
legal assistance as required. The 9 Sikh prisoners include Bhai Gurdeep Singh Khera,
Prof Devinderpal Singh Bhullar, Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana, Bhai Jagtar Singh
Hawara, Bhai Jagtar Singh Tara, Bhai Lakhwinder Singh Lakha, Bhai Gurmeet
Singh, Bhai Shamsher Singh and Bhai Paramjit Singh Bheora. He said among them,
Bhai Rajoana is already being given this honorarium.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that since 1984, the SGPC has firmly stood with
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the struggling Sikhs and is committed to continue in future too. He informed that the
signature campaign started by the SGPC for the release of Sikh prisoners will be
intensified and Sikh jathebandis, educational institutions, Singh Sabhas and people
working for human rights will be taken along and this campaign will be taken from
door to door.

He said that the struggle for the release of Sikh prisoners will be fought at all
levels and the governments will have to back down to the voice of Sikh community.
SGPC President also said that for the legal remedies in this regard, a 6-member
Legal Advisory Board has been constituted comprising advocates Puran Singh
Hundal, Paramjit Singh Thiara, Baltej Singh Dhillon, Bhagwant Singh Sialka,
Amarjit Singh Dharni and Arshdeep Singh Kaler, which will function to provide
legal assistance to the families of Sikh prisoners.

SGPC President said the EC has also decided to file a writ petition in the High
Court against Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet Ram Rahim, who is convicted for murders
and rapes, taking strict notice of the government patronage being given to him. He
said that inviting Ram Rahim, who is a criminal on parole, as a state guest by Haryana
government is a big insult to the judiciary and at the same time giving him repeated
paroles and waiving the sentence of 90 days is not acceptable in the civilized society.
He said that the court proceedings against Ram Rahim in sacrilege cases are in
process, so the possibility of him coming out and affecting these sensitive cases
cannot be ruled out. He said that the SGPC will file a writ petition in the High Court
on this serious matter and if necessary, the Supreme Court will also be approached.

About other EC decisions, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that in view of the
Panthic services of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh Nabha, his portrait will be displayed
in the Central Sikh Museum. He said Maharaja Nabha supported the Gurdwara
Reform Movement and also contributed significantly in getting the Anand Marriage
Act passed in 1909. Along with this, when the Saka (massacre) of Sri Nankana
Sahib happened, Maharaja Nabha also actively participated in protests of tying black
turbans on the call of SGPC. He said approval was also given to display a portrait of
Baba Chanda Singh Kattu Wale at Central Sikh Museum, who contributed
significantly to preaching Sikh faith.

He said the SGPC will also conduct an effective campaign for environment
protection. He said that heritage forests have already been established in one acre
land of different Gurdwara Sahibs under SGPC management. Taking this campaign
forward, it has now been decided to plant trees in every educational institution and
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Gurdwara Sahibs under SGPC. Along with this, booklets will be prepared and
distributed in lakhs to spread awareness about clean soil, air and water.

Punjab government act of changing Panj Piara health centres in Amritsar
as Aam Aadmi clinics strongly condemned

The SGPC EC has passed a resolution strongly condemning the tampering
with monuments related to Sikh history by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government
of Punjab. Bhagwant Singh Mann led Punjab government has been warned to desist
from playing with the religious sentiments of Sikhs for political gain.

Speaking to the media, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that on
the 300th anniversary of Khalsa Sajna Diwas, five health centres were established
by the Akali government in Amritsar in the name of Panj Piaras (five beloved ones),
which were changed as Aam Aadmi Clinics by AAP government of Punjab, in an
insult to memorials of the Sikh community. He said that these five health centres in
the name of Panja Piaras, have been declared as Aam Aadmi Clinics by Bhagwant
Mann by putting up the boards with his picture, which has hurt Sikh sentiments. He
said that in the history of Sikhs, Panj Piaras have great respect in the community
after the Sikh Gurus and Bhagwant Singh Mann destroyed the history and heritage
of Punjab. He questioned whether Bhagwant Singh Mann is above the Panj Piaras,
who is raising these religious monuments in the name of his party. He said the
SGPC warns the present government of Punjab to withdraw this action immediately
and if it is delayed, the government will be responsible for increasing Sikh anger.

It is notable that on the occasion of the 300 year anniversary of Khalsa Sajna
Diwas in 1999, these five health centres were built at different places in Amritsar by
the Akali government in the name of Panj Piaras. These include Bhai Daya Singh Ji
Urban Primary Health Centre, Mustafabad; Bhai Dharam Singh Ji Urban Primary
Health Centre, Ranjit Avenue; Bhai Himmat Singh Ji Satellite Hospital, Ghanupur
Kale; Bhai Mohkam Singh Ji Satellite Hospital, Sakatri Bagh and Bhai Sahib Singh
Ji Government Hospital, Fatahpur.

International Sikh Advisory Board constituted

The SGPC has also constituted a 13-member International Sikh Advisory Board,
with a scope of adding more members from other countries in future. The constitution
of this board was made in today's SGPC EC meeting.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that presently Sikh community is spread all over
the world and this advisory board will work on Sikh issues at the global level. He
said that it was announced in the past to form this board, accordingly, a 13-member
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board has been constituted with a scope of adding more members in future.

SGPC President said among these 13 members include Inderjit Singh Bal,
Toronto, Canada; Dalbir Singh, Yuba City, USA; Gurnam Singh Panwan, USA;
Jatinderpal Singh, California, USA; Darshan Singh Dhaliwal Rakhra, USA; Balwant
Singh Dhami, United Kingdom (UK); Dr Kanwaljit Kaur, UK; Gurmeet Singh
Randhawa, Chairman, Sikh Council, UK; Harpal Singh, Khalsa Darbar, Canada;
Rajbir Singh, Surrey, Canada; Nirmal Singh Chandi, Canada; Gurcharanjit Singh
Lamba, USA; and Malkit Singh Dhami, Vancouver, Canada. He said representatives
from Europe, Australia, New Zealand and other countries will soon be included in
this advisory board.

Present in the SGPC EC meeting included SGPC senior vice-president Baldev
Singh Qaimpur, junior-vice president Avtar Singh Ria, general secretary Bhai
Gurcharan Singh Grewal, EC members Mohan Singh Bangi, Jarnail Singh Kartarpur,
Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bawa Singh Gumanpura, Bibi Gurinder Kaur Bholuwal,
Gurnam Singh Jassal, Paramyjit Singh Khalsa, Sher Singh Mandwala, Baba Gurpreet
Singh Randhawa, Malkit Singh Changal, secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh
Dhami, additional secretaries Sukhminder Singh, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas,
Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, Simarjit Singh, assistant secretaries Gurdial Singh,
Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, Shahbaz Singh, and superintendent Malkeet Singh
Beharwal. January 27 =

READERS PAY ATTENTION

Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. - Editor
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