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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16" June to 15" July)

17 June Kar Sewa of Sri Darbar Sahib's sarovar started.  (17-6-1923)
18 June (a) According to Gurdawara Act. First election of Central Board was
held (18-6-1926)

(b) Convention of All Parties held at Chandigarh and demanded
that Chandigarh should be returned to Punjab. (18-6-1968)

19 June Judicial court delivered its verdict of Gurdwara Bhai Pheru in
favour of Sikhs. (19-6-1931)
22 June (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. (Harr Vadi 1)
(b) Birth Day of Bhagat Kabir Ji. (9 Harr)
(c) Sikh decided to boycott the Cabinet Mission. (22-6-1946)
24 June Martyrdom Day Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. (11 harr)
26 June Establishment Day of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. (Harr Vadi 5)
28 June Death anniversary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (25 Harr, 1839)
8 July (a) Martyrdom day of Bhai Mani Singh. (25 Harr)
(b) Tara Singh from Moga brought Gurdwara Bill in Punjab
Legislative Council. (8-7-1925)
9 July (a) Gurdwara Bill passed and became an Act. (9-7-1925)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal launched agitation agianst imposition of
internal emergency by Indira Gandhi. (9-7-1975)
12 July (a) The ban on slogan 'Punjabi Suba Zindabad' withdrawn.
(12-7-1955)
(b) Master Tara Singh demanded referendum on the issue of
Punjabi Suba. (12-7-1961)
15 July (a) Delegation of Khalsa Darbar met Gandhi at Lahore. Gandhi
assured Sikhs that Congress will not accept any constitution
that does not satisfy Sikhs. (15-7-1934)

(b) Master Tara Singh demanding Sikh State gave logical reason that
if Isreal can be created for 10% Jews then why not separate
country can be created for Sikhs? (15-7-1945)
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Sikhism: Marriage & Divorce

-S. Manpreet Singh Baaz*

There is no reference whatsoever to any divorce-related matters in Shabad-
Guru Sahib'Sri Guru Granth Sahib' and Panth-approved 'Sikh Rehat Marayada'
(The code of conduct and conventions) by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. It is clear from this
that divorce has no place in Sikhism. The special feature of Sikhism compared to
other religions is that its founders i.e. the Sikh Guru Sahibs compiled the holy Sri
Guru Granth Sahib by composing and collecting Bani with their own hands.
Therefore, there can be no doubt about the absence of any sermon (updesh) regarding
divorce in Gurbani. Apart from Gurbani, there is no mention of divorce in Gur-
history and Sikh-history. This clearly means that the Guru Sahibs did not accept the
social evil of divorce among the Sikhs. Rather, the marriage ceremony is kept in the
fort of religion, No true Sikh can kill this sacred relationship. Let's try to understand
this in detail.

It is clear from many Gurbani sermons that the welfare of Sikhs comes by
following the teachings of Guru Sahib. A Sikh should not do anything in life that is
contrary to Gurmat principles. There should be love and respect for the Guru as
well as the fear of Guru Sahib in the heart of every Sikh. Obedience to Guru Sahib
is the supreme duty of a Sikh.

According to Gurbani, Guru Sahib lives (Ang-Sang) with the Sikhs who practise
Sikhi, and the Sikh who is separated from the Guru continues to suffer a lot throughout
life. Gurbani's teachings are-

gER T3 A W IO fag We wiagn (JeT 38)

(Engrossed in egotism, the world perishes. Without the Guru, there is utter
darkness.)

By g@aAlg fege 99 fas Af3ga yafs & getn (faT 20)

(People continue wandering through the cycle of 8.4 million incarnations;
without the True Guru, liberation is not obtained. )

fag @9 yF 32 3 Howy 3 Ha Hifemr fo3 eami (fer £¢€)

(Without the Guru, the self-willed manmukhs are foolish and ignorant; they
are forever entangled in emotional attachment to Maya. )

* Email: baaz332211@gmail.com Mob: +91 9530744177
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fiaT Af3gg Yoy & A€ mafe & &3 dwgi
6fc wEr gfs & nmiinifs ug €9 arean (fam 989t)
(Those who do not serve the True Guru, the Primal Being, and do not reflect

upon the Word of the Shabad - do not call them human beings; they are just animals
and stupid beasts.)

According to the Sikh Rehat Maryada, the marriage ceremony is performed in
the holy presence of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib through 'Anand Sanskar' in Sikhism,
which is called Anand Karaj. The meaning of Anand is very deep and broad, in
short it means - spiritual bliss or state of Sehaj (a state of spiritual stability and spiritual
awareness). A person with a Sehaj nature means one who possesses the virtues of
patience, contentment and calmness (it is necessary to have a virtue of Sehaj to
practise religion). It means that by adopting the virtue of sehaj, one attains the state
of Sehaj, i.e. the state of spiritual stability and spiritual awareness. The husband and
wife are taught through the Anand Karaj that they have to walk together towards
attaining the state of Sehaj while dwelling in married life.

Husband and wife are taught during the Anand Karaj that they have to move
together towards attaining the state of sahaj by meditating in married life. In Lawaan's
Bani, the decree is recorded explaining about the importance of the state of Sehaj
and the motivation to attain it-

AIA mWdg Inm S3Fmdi His afg afg HieT sfemm (FaT 223-28)

(By great good fortune, celestial bliss is attained, and the Lord, Har, Har,
seems sweet to the mind.)

gfg g€a3t &< Hfs Aog sfewm afs ufewr gfs aw AN (¥37 228)

(In the fourth round of the marriage ceremony, my mind has become peaceful;
I have found the Lord.)

Sri Guru Granth Sahib is the living Guru of Sikhs. Sikhs have the privilege of
entering into married life in the holy presence of their Guru Sahib. In the presence of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib, making someone as life-partner through Anand Karaj means
to make a promise to maintain the relationship of husband and wife till their last
breath.

That is why a Sikh should perform Anand Karaj only after surrendering his
Matt (intellect, intelligence) to Guru Sahib and being ready to accept Guru Sahib's
Matt (teachings). It is explained to the husband and wife through the Bani of Lavaan
that married life is to be maintained while worshiping God and to make the spiritual
path their common life purpose. In this way, Guru Sahib has kept marriage ceremony
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and married life in the boundary of religion. The relationship between husband and
wife becomes religiously important because of Anand Karaj ceremony being held
in the holy presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. Therefore, dishonesty, lying, cheating
or deceiving in this sacred relationship of husband-wife, is equal to deceiving Sri
Guru Granth Sahib. The mere contemplation of deceiving the Guru is considered a
sin in Sikhism. Any Sikh who commits such an act cannot avoid the resulting
suffering. Gurbani's decree is-

7 a g9 3 yy J° faz Af3gE yafs & urll

Yy yafs & dg & agt y=g fadanr aei

wda gat gafi nre feg Af3gT yafs & udi (war €20)

(One who turns away from the Guru, and becomes baymukh - without the
True Guru, he shall not find liberation. He shall not find liberation anywhere else
either; go and ask the wise ones about this. He shall wander through countless
incarnations; without the True Guru, he shall not find liberation.)

The situation of divorce arises when the husband and wife makes the mistake
of underestimating each other's wisdom or intellect. As a result, lack of mutual
understanding and agreement becomes the main reason behind divorce. That is why
Guru Sahib has blessed the Sikhs with the religious method (Anand Karaj) to
complete their marriage ceremony. In the presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib at the
time of Anand Karaj, both the husband and wife are taught that the married life is to
be lived according to the Matt of the Guru, i.e. according to the Gurbani teachings
and Gurmat principles. Sri Guru Granth Sahib contains the best life-teachings that is
an eternal guide for the Sikhs.

When the life of husband and wife is based on the teachings of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib then it is natural that their life purpose will be the same, the lifestyle will be the
same and the path to achieve the spiritual goal while living their married life will
also be the same. In this way, every decision in life would be made according to
Gurmat principles, leaving no room for disagreement or dispute between husband
and wife. The purpose of Gurbani is to make the life-ideology of husband and wife
to be 'one' from two 1.e. according to Gurmat-

g5 fug fg & nmitwifs gafs fead dfen

8a A3 efe yost us fug adght Afenzn (s ote)

(They are not said to be husband and wife, who merely sit together. They
alone are called husband and wife, who have one light in two bodies.)

Nowadays, divorce has become a common phenomenon in the Sikh community,
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and religiously significant marriage is considered as a trivial ceremony. A rift in a
relationship due to mistakes leads to mental anguish. A person can become a prey of
mental illness due to lack of mutual understanding with lifepartner. It is human
nature to make a mistake and try to hide it, but the understanding, admitting and
amending of own mistake is a big need to save marriage relationship. A common
mistake that can occur after some time in a marriage is a decline in mutual respect
between husband and wife compared to earlier stages of their relationship. In this
way, mutual understanding starts getting lost. Then gradually they stop caring about
each-other, and trust in the relationship begins to diminish. Eventually, abusive
language and taunts begin which escalates into verbal abuse over time. When these
issues culminate in physical altercations or abuse, it often marks the end of the
relationship.

Remember, that divorce not only leaves a negative impact on the couple, but it
also affects their child's mental health terribly. After divorce, the couple and their
child will have to experience emotional break down, grief, anger, depression and
loneliness in many ways, which affects the mental health frightfully. Due to the fear
of losing their parents, pessimistic thinking can be developed in some children's
minds as a permanant mental disorder, which is enormously dangerous for the Sikh
community too. Such mental state can take children away from Sikhi.

In such circumstances of Sikh society it is extremely difficult for a woman and
her family to bear the divorce. It is not easy for a woman to get married again after
the divorce, especially after having a child. In many cases, it has been noticed that a
Sikh woman who suffers mentally due to such circumstances prefers to marry or
have relationship with a non-Sikh man.

Along with this, some such cases have also come to light in the Sikh society
that Sikh women from abroad prefer to get married to Sikh men from Punjab (India).
They made their mind for it under the positive effect of teachings of Sikhism and
they thought with Sikh men they would have a successful married life, that's why
they also ignored men's poverty or lack of education. But Divorces stemming from
Sikh men seeking marriage solely for immigration purposes or other misguided
reasons deeply wounded the religious sentiments of Sikh women involved. Due to
the painful divorces and miserable circumstances of their daughters, many Sikh
parents had to give consent to their daughters for inter-faith marriages.

Such serious circumstancescan push away some victimized Sikh women from
Sikhism and at the same time, it becomes one of the main reasons for reduction in



Gurdwara Gazette 102 Harr (June 2024)

Sikh population. If a Sikh woman gets married to a non-Sikh, the Sikh population
decreases by 2 to 3 numbers. The phenomenon of decreasing Sikh population is a
matter of deep concern for the entire Sikh community, which should be investigated
at the Kaumi level.

It is worth mentioning that some Sikh men have also been cheated by some
Sikh women. Sikh men or women who created such situation by deceiving in their
marriage will get punished for their bad deeds (Karam) because cheating on their
spouse is equal to cheating on the holy Sri Guru Granth Sahib.

It is recorded in Gurbani regarding reaping the fruits of bad deeds done by
human:

g2 €7 & 26 faR €g adHr nrufenrmi

7 1 &b B 7 utfenr 85 & & nea AT (fdr 833)

(Dadda: Do not blame anyone else; blame instead your own actions. Whatever
1 did, for that I have suffered; I do not blame anyone else.)

Apart from this, another reason has also come to light that in the olden days
women were economically dependent on their husbands. But now the divorce rate
has increased because the working woman is not afraid of economic crisis. Being
economically self-reliant has proven to be beneficial in many ways for women. But
here it is worth considering whether the self-reliance has not destroyed the virtue of
Sehaj in Sikh women. It is not a matter of diminishing the status of women, but it's
crucial to engage in discussions to caution them against hastily seeking divorce.

In ancient times, men would earn while women undertook household chores
and cared for the family. Today, women are increasingly entering the workforce
due to their education, resulting in a shift where they, like men, contribute to household
expenses with their earnings. However, even with these changes, many men nowadays
still tend to avoid assisting their wives with household chores When a working
woman raises this issue, men often perceive it as an affront to their dignity, reflecting
a male-dominated mindset. Conversely, women may feel that they don't receive the
same level of respect as men do for their centuries-long role as earners, a sentiment
grounded in valid concerns.

Such disputes invariably take a toll on a woman's mental well-being, as they
feel deeply unsettled by the perceived lack of respect both within their homes and in
society, especially in comparison to the recognition afforded to earning men. This
dynamic often exacerbates tensions, particularly in cases of divorce, further fueling
the emotional turmoil experienced by both parties involved.
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So, this phenomenon is clearly associated with male dominance, because male-
dominated thinking is still exist in this era. Sikh religion completely rejects such
thinking because the Guru Sahibs have established the respect of women for eternity
by providing equal rights to women in every field by recording the serman in the
holy Sri Guru Granth Sahib -

A fa@ Her mmihnt faz dufa i (a7 823)

(why call her bad? From her, kings are born.)

Even in Sikhism, women are considered to be the authorised to worship and
attain salvation. Therefore, Sikh men should form their thinking towards women
according to the teachings given in the Holy Gurbani. With this, while family life
will bring comfort and peace, at the same time the ancient Sikh male character will
be revived which people used to talk about.

Developing mutual understanding is the primary duty of both the husband and
wife for the success of their marriage and therefore the virtue of Sehaj in the couple
is necessary. The virtue of Sehaj is helpful for the couple in every step of life as it
develops wisdom and avoids making wrong decisions in haste. It is mandatory to
develop the virtue of Sehaj in the husband and wife who walk on the path of devotion.
According to Gurbani, God's grace is obtained through the virtue of Sehaj and
whoever receives God's grace, his life becomes blissful-

Af3gg Rfent Agg Gur a€R farsT wrifgn

afg gaer3T Ae Mfs @/ Ag Ifimr €3 afg 1€

yg Ha™ AeT foonsT His feaufs utfem mifzn

a1y foay afg Hfs e/ a8R ey Ag Afen (45T €u)

(Bestowing His Glance of Grace, He gives us His Love, and we contemplate
the Word of the Guru's Shabad. Serving the True Guru, intuitive peace wells up,
and ego and desire die. The Lord, the Giver of Virtue, dwells forever within the
minds of those who keep Truth enshrined within their hearts. 6. My God is forever
Immaculate and Pure; with a pure mind, He can be found. If the Treasure of the
Name of the Lord abides within the mind, egotism and pain are totally eliminated.)

In the Sikh society, the marriage of a single person to a widow/divorcee is
considered shameful or inferior, which is contrary to Gurmat principles. If we look
at the basic principles of the origin of Sikhism, it becomes evident that Sikhism is a
revolutionary religion that emerges in direct opposition to prevailing social injustices
and evils. The Sikh Gurus opposed the practice of Sati Pratha (burning of wife alive
with her dead husband) and granted the widow the right to remarry. Therefore, Sikh
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youths should also consider marrying a widow/divorcee in the light of Sikh principles.
Apart from this, widowed/divorced man or woman who have already suffered the
loss of a spouse, have a greater understanding of the importance of a spouse and
married life. For a Sikh, Anand Karaj is to embark on a spiritual journey. So for the
spiritual journey, if one gets a spouse who understands deeply about life and
relationship, it proves beneficial.

No human being is perfect, but any couple can make marital relationship perfect
by establishing mutual understanding through Gurbani teachings. Husband and wife
need each other equally in life, so it is necessary for the couple to follow some basic
rules for a happy married life. Like- it is important to respect each other throughout
their life. Any decision should be made with mutual consent and mutual support.
Both should take care of each other's likes and dislikes. Your spouse may not be as
sharp-minded as you. If he/she does not understand something quickly, it is your
duty to explain again. Avoid arguing in front of third parties and strive to resolve
every matter within the privacy of your home. Always remember one cannot live a
peaceful married life without the support of his/her partner and the absence of peaceful
married life proves to be a big obstacle in the path of devotion for the common man.

The above rules are actually part of the Sikhi life style. According to the Sikh
principles, inculcating virtues of social service, humility, spirituality, tolerance,
kindness, philanthropic life and following the method of Gurmata (common opinion
of the couple) forms the foundation of happiness and peace in the family. If the
husband and wife make sure to follow Gurmat principles in their lives, they will
easily overcome all kinds of difficult situations.

Stopping the social evil of divorce is important for the safety of Sikh men,
women and their children, and to preserve the unique ideals of Sikh religion in the
society. Sikh should live an honest life with whomever he/she wants to makelife
partner because it is done through Anand Karaj so Sikh marriage becomes a religious
relationship.

Apart from this, if there is anything kept hidden about the character of a person
before marriage (anything contrary to Gurbani and Sikh Rehat Maryada like- druggist,
thief, dishonest, characterless, etc.) and cheating is done with a Gursikh woman or
a man then it does not meet the purpose of the Anand Karaj. Because the Anand
Karaj ceremony is made for Gursikhs, not for the Manmukhs (deceivers). One of
the spouse establishes extra marital affair or there is domestic violence or emotional
abuse happening etc., then it is a clear violation of the Sikh Rehat Maryada. In such
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circumstances there should be no hesitation to get rid of such fraudulent relationship
because in this situation, one of the spouse has violated the Guru's Hukam (divine
order) and Sikh Rehat Maryada (The code of conduct and conventions).

It's notable that within Sikhism, widows are permitted to remarry, reflecting
the progressive and compassionate approach of the religion towards individuals
experiencing the loss of a spouse. Death is an inevitable aspect of life, and while
one person's journey may come to an end, life continues for those left behind.
Considering this, the Panth-approved 'Sikh Rehit Mariyada' affirms that a woman
who loses her husband has the option to remarry a suitable and eligible man. If a
Sikh's wife passes away, the same principle applies to him.

Lastly, it is a plea to the Sikh community to ensure that the 'Anand Karaj'
ceremony should be conducted in accordance with the guidelines outlined in the
'Anand Sanskar' on page no. 22 of the 'Sikh Rehat Maryada'. During the Anand
Karaj, if anti-Gurmat rituals or Manmat practices are performed, it becomes
challenging for the marriage relationship to thrive and find happiness and success.
The grace of Guru Sahib is attained solely through adherence to Guru Sahib's
teachings and directives.

Today, it is imperative for the entire Sikh community to engage in deep reflection
aiming to eradicate the issue of divorce from Sikh society by ensuring strict adherence
to Sikh Rehat Maryada during the solemnization of Anand Karaj.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN EARLY

20TH CENTURY SIKH REVIVALISM: IN

CONTEXT OF THE SIKH EDUCATIONAL
CONFERENCES (1908-1915)

-S. Tejinder Singh*
ABSTRACT: With the consolidation of the British Empire in the mid 19th
century, the political, administrative, economic and social spheres of India witnessed
watershed transformations. Religiouseducation emerged as fundamental tool for
revivalist movements to rejuvenate traditional values and beliefs in socio-religious
challenges of early 20th century British India. The presidential addresses of Sikh
Educational Conferences are important source to study the then conditions and
challenges of the Sikh community. Community leaders emphasized that tenets and
teachings of Sikhism should be inculcated to young generation along with modern
education. This paper focuses on the religious education and its importance as stated
in presidential addresses of Sikh Educational Conferences held from 1908 to 1915.
INTRODUCTION
Throughout the nineteenth century, Indian territories under the control of East
India Company and British crown witnessed transformation of education system.
The introduction of English Education Act of 1835 was significant, English as
language of instruction was introduced with western curriculum in government
schools. Western thought and modern science were introduced. When British took
control of Indian affairs, education system was profoundly embedded with Religion.
Education played an important part for British rule to accomplish imperialistic goals
in India. In the socio-political conundrum of the last quarter of 19th century in India,
religious communities witnessed fundamentalism and conservatism. Proselytizing

activities of Christian missionaries and western education challenged age old religious
*Research Scholar, Guru Nanak Studies Department, Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar
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traditions in second half of nineteenth century. The social and political developments
on communal lines and battle of ideologies among religious leaders and believers of
different faiths gave rise to revivalism and reformism among religious traditions. In
reaction to the Christian missionaries and reform movements of Hindus and Muslims,
Sikh leaders started Singh Sabha movement in 1872 continuing the resurgence
initiated by Namdhari and Nirankari movement. Over the time, many Singh Sabhas
came into existence establishing schools for Sikh students to learn about religion,
language and modern science. The Singh Sabhas were associated with different
Khalsa Diwans. In 1902 was founded the Chief Khalsa Diwan which replaced the
earlier parallel bodies of the Lahore and Amritsar Khalsa Diwans.

SIKH EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

The Sikh Educational Conference founded in 1908 was a logical outcome of
the re-awakening that had come upon the Sikhs during the closing decades of the
19th and the opening decade of the 20th century. The intelligentsia and leaders of
community gathered annually to discuss the state of educational affairs of community
and form a policy for future. It aimed at enlightening the people and making the
synthesis of the best of the western education and the best of Indian education with
religious flavor in it, apart from stressing the importance of Primary education the
conference explored the defects and shortcomings of the secondary, collegiate and
University education and aimed at its amelioration. It played a critical role in spreading
modern education among Sikh men and women and provided a forum for debate
and discussion on the various social and cultural issues confronting the community.
It was a significant factor in stimulating awareness among the Sikhs of India and
laid the foundation for the progress and prosperity of the community through
education, social enlightenment and political awareness. This paper would delve
into the Presidential addresses of initial conferences to highlight the religious
education as nucleus in plan and policies of the Sikh Educational Conferences.
Religious education was at the core of reformist and revivalist movements.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Presidential addresses of Sikh Educational Conferences referred to Sikh
scriptures and philosophy in context of education. ? They cited Sikh principles and
history to explain importance of education among the masses. It was observed that
dearth of Sikh tutors is one among many causes for waning traditional faith-based
knowledge in community. Among the aims and objectives of Sikh Educational
Conferences was to educate community about rich religious and spiritual heritage
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which characterizes Sikhs with a unique identity and pride. Community welfare
through western education was suggested but the foundation of learning was stressed
to be on religious education. The schools and colleges run by the Government made
no provision for religious education of any kind because it pursued a policy of
neutrality in such matters. Importance of education as enshrined in Gurbani was
highlighted as divine truth that Gurus revealed to Sikhs for real purpose of human
life. Presidents stated the importance of education in human life and that how Sikhism
advocates the education for an ideal living. Sikh ethos and their benefits to society,
especially to downtrodden were discussed. Sikh Philosophy and way of life was
emphasized for brighter future of individuals and society in subcontinent.
Characteristic principles of Sikhism such as wellbeing of all humans, universal
brotherhood, spiritual life, ray of hope for deprived and destitute, unifier of various
sects, monotheism, secularism etc. were presented as panacea to malaise in society.

Sikh history and principles were recalled by Presidents of the Sikh Educational
Conferences. It was said that Sikhs are enough fortunate that their great Gurus have
imbibed in them the perfect sense of life conduct, both practical and spiritual. Sikhs
were in religious bankruptcy only because they have deviated from the path shown
by great Gurus and the impact of socio-political circumstances. Sikh intellectuals
and leaders who acted as Presidents of conferences specified importance of education
underlining religious connotations with references from Sikh scriptures. Object of
all education is to attain knowledge and its use and create power to progress. (R)
They believed that the first practice of mass education was done by Sikh Gurus
which revolutionized the social outlook and masses began to get educated about
ideals of life as defined by philosophy of Sikhism. Many dharmshalas came up in
villages where people, especially youth congregated to get lessons on Gurmat.
Importance of "sewa"(service), an integral principle of Sikhism, was also mentioned
that it is with great fortunes that Sikh receives the opportunity to serve his community
and Guru. Presidents expressed gratitude and humbleness to Guru and community
that they received responsibility to serve the community. The attitude, optimism and
confidence reflected in addresses of Presidents reflected the spirit of Sikhism that
advocates Sewa and welfare of community. Religious education was described as
fundamental and primary for building a strong human character, one who can
withstand the challenges of time but remains attached and determined to live on
principles of religion.

In the first Sikh Educational Conference held at Gujranwala in 1908, President
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Sardar Baghel Singh Raees Kulla expressed that Gurus have ordered Sikhs to achieve
'true education' which we read daily in Gurbani but such awareness is still not evoking
the sense of religiosity among Sikhs. President stated that lack of religious education
in government schools is reason for waning Sikh values in pupils. He said that

destitution among Sikhs is due to lack of education about religion and traditions and
they are becoming apostates due to absence of religious education in government

schools. He emphasized that Sikh students enrolled at schools of Arya Samajis,

Christian missions, Muslims and Brahmo Samaj are gradually renouncing religious
principles. President narrated the relevant events from Sikh history depicting values

and importance of education for spiritual and social upliftment. Discussing the objects
of education from Sikh perspective, President said that first object of education should
be to inspire disciple to love and remember God and secondly to serve the world

selflessly. He stated that:

"Sikhan nu tan eh apnepanthakjiwanlayidarkarhaikesikhiasoolan par vidya

failey"

In the second Sikh Educational Conference (SEC) held at Gujranwala in 1909,
President Sardar Joginder Singh started his address with stating the importance of
education in human life and Sikh perspective advocating education for an ideal
living. He mentioned the degradation of character among Sikhs under the influence
of money and power which led to decay in their social and political life. "Panthic’
life among the Sikhs downgraded as many got indulged in worldly affairs so deeply
that they began to forget the teachings of 'Satguru' and live a self-centered life. Sikh
ethos of social service and their benefit to society, especially downtrodden was
discussed. Unique identity of Sikh Philosophy and way of life is emphasized for
brighter future of individuals and society in subcontinent. Importance of mother
tongue Punjabi as a medium of instruction in public educational institutions was
emphasized, so that young scholars of community would be able to read and interpret
scriptures. To send the message of peaceful co-existence as the only hope for pluralist
society, it was emphasized by President of second Sikh Educational Conference
that the different factions can resolve their issues by mutual understanding in light of
Gurbani (Sikh Religious Scriptures). It was understood that rather than depending
upon someone's interpretation of scriptures, one should himself be able to read and
understand the true meaning of religious writings and implement in his life.
Superstitions and fake rituals could be identified and eliminated from the true sense
of religiosity if one comprehends the holy book by own efforts. It was concluded
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that education can enlighten masses about the universal brotherhood despite their
different faiths. Religious education was highlighted as serious concern of
community. President claimed that the first practice of mass education was initiated
by Sikh Gurus which revolutionized the society. Subsequently many dharamshalas
were established in villages where people congregated to get lessons on
Gurmat(Guru's wisdom). Importance of mother tongue for medium of instruction to
impart education was recognized and emphasized as treasure of religious education
can be accessed only with mother tongue. The president of second Sikh Educational
Conference claimed that first practice of mass education is done by Sikh Gurus
which revolutionized the social outlook:

"Sab ton pehli aur ikkokoshishaamparchar vidya di sadesatguranvalon hi hoi
hai. Jadon kehareksikh admi teistri Guru Granth Sahib di taleem ton janu hon
layivangareyajandasi.”

Sikh leaders presented role of religion as central in human life as it impacts all
aspects of life. President stated that teachings of Sikhism about spirituality are
straightforward and discounts the complexity of earlier religious traditions. He stated
that education is important in human life for progress, self-sustenance, mental health,
to achieve goal of life, improving life standards for future generations, to be good
responsible citizens and develop ethical ideals. Sikh community leaders were well
aware that British education system is developed for furthering the imperialistic
interests of colonial state. President mentioned that intentions of British government
for introducing education in India was to prepare Indians for clerical jobs and instilling
loyalty for colonial rule. British government considered backward and superstitious
mindset of Indians as threat for their rule, so education was necessary for knowledge
and new perspectives among Indians. Educated Indian were expected to be loyal to
British government and can serve the society by eliminating inhuman practices and
social evils which were debilitating Indian society and culture. It was said that Sikh
community has become superstitious as it has departed from true message of Gurus.
Criticizing the education system, president said that new generation lacks good
character as inspired by teachings of religion. Graduates were said to have amateur
political understanding and bad arguments on religious and community matters.

The President of fourth Sikh Educational Conference quoted Gurbani to present
the solution to Sikh issues. He defines education in very impactfully citing its
relevance for community to progress and prosper. Introduction of presidential address
presented the Sikh ethos quoting Gurbani and other religious connotations. He
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discussed the intrinsic religious values in life of a Sikh. The address of President
reflects that inspiration for community reformation is also derived from Sikh ideals
and history and the object of conferences was to educate the young Sikh generation
for both material benefit and spiritual life. President stated that Braham vidya (Divine
education) is imparted by Satguru, which gives eternal happiness and solace making
one content physically and mentally. Importance of spiritual education was mentioned
that it uplifts intellect and understanding of learner:

"So sanusatgur ji ne jo vidya da jananharhaidassdittahai ki vidya ohhhai jo
apne fall vichsukhdeve aur oh sukhatma da sukhhai, jis de sukhihoyeandil,
dimagtesareersareysukhi ho jandey han."

President said that Sikhs lack their original character and conduct of life as
they were in history because they had departed from fundamental values and
principles of Sikhism. President criticized the society that hearts which were filled
with love and respect got engrossed in ego having competitive spirit and intolerance
for success of others. Sikhs are no more scholars and thinkers as words and pens of
Sikhs are now creating discomforts and hate for each other. The Sikh principle of
‘wand shako' (sharing) was presented in context of sharing education or skills among
community. President criticized the parents, especially mothers for not inculcating
the religious values in their children as for most of the time in day, children remain
in household with them. Mentioning the traditional 'Dharamsala’ system of education
initiated by Guru Nanak, President highlighted the importance of knowledge of
script of language for young pupils to comprehend scriptures. It was stressed that
old system of Dharamshalas, which was in shambles must be revived to spread
education among community, irrespective of caste and class. To further the cause of
education among Sikhs, majority of whom were still very poor, Sunday schools
were proposed to be organized by learned Sikhs. Education for poor was deliberated
deeply by President by proposing different social and philanthropic ways and means.
As president of fourth conference mentions that to ameliorate the community from
socio-religious challenges, parents have to take responsibility and impart religious
education at home to children rather than relying on their school education only. He
stated that:

"Sadey satgur Nanak dev ji da kaisa sunder parbandhaikejadon kaka
sikhyalayigharonbaharnikle tan dharamsalvich javey."

President of sixth Sikh Educational Conference, Diwan Leela Ram Ji began
his address by expressing gratitude and humbleness to Guru and Sangat for selecting
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him as president and mentions that Sikhism does not teach to differentiate between
people based on caste. He stated that no methodology of imparting education is
complete until it contains education of pure sentiments of soul and heart. The devotion
towards Akal Purakh, fidelity, sacrifice and eternal love is taught by Satguru's Sikhi
and the gratitude for Waheguru's blessing have made Sikhs innocent, loyal, brave
and fearless. As religious education was not imparted in schools, it was considered
as responsibility of parents and elder siblings of Sikh children that rich values of
Sikhism should be imparted to young generation in Sikh households. Historical
accounts of Sikhism glorifying devotion towardsGuru were narrated to spark
enthusiasm among Sikhs for contribution in community welfare. President suggested
to open a library in Amritsar where religious books in different languages should be
placed. The President stated that the foremost object of our education is to achieve
religion based moral education as propagated by our forefathers:

"....sadi vidya da sab ton pehlatevaddaparyojanapnebazurgan di
naroldharamanusaridil di sikhya da honachahida hai."

An opinion was expressed by President that a revised edition of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Ji should be re-published so that like the Anjeel (Holy Bible) of Christians,
the religious teachings could reach maximum Sikhs. To build the character of Sikh
students as per the teachings of Gurus was the major object of Sikh Educational
Conference. Educational committee of Chief Khalsa Diwan took special care that
ashrams which seeks aid, do impart religious education. President praised the Sikh
religion and its characteristics of equality and universality by mentioning that Guru
Granth Sahib contains the scriptures of holy men of all so-called lower castes. He
stated that all community leaders involved in affairs of Sikh Educational Conferences
are committed to Sikh principles as Sikh code of conduct is followed in affairs of
Conference. He said this in response to letters written to him alleging that conference
have separated itself from cause of religious education.

The President of seventh Sikh Educational Conference expressed gratitude to
God and fellow community members for providing him with presidentship of
conference and cited hymns of Gurbani to express his humbleness and blessing. It is
evident from the addresses of presidents of Sikh Educational Conference that the
humbleness and gratitude that they expressed for community (sangat) and 'Guru'
while beginning their addresses represented it as inherent virtue of Sikhism. Such
emotional and pure expressions for the service of religious community signifies the
dedication and determination for the purpose of community welfare. President
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highlighted the important events of Sikh history to underline importance of Guru's
teachings in life of a Sikh. He stated that it is Guru's blessing, that is keeping
community in high spirits, though the circumstances are quite inimical and
unwelcome but Guru's Khalsa is in eternal happiness and solace. Sikh thought,
history, principles were well represented to make the audience proud about their
rich history and spiritual philosophy. They are enough fortunate that their great
Gurus have imbibed in them the perfect sense of life conduct, both practical and
spiritual:

"Aap de vidya mandir di neehakhandpyar, samadhi akhand kirtan, akhand
naam, rasakhandishnan, akhanddaan par rakhijaachuki hai."

They are in religious bankruptcy only because they have deviated from the
path shown by great Gurus though responsibility of this largely falls on socio-political
circumstances. President presented the Sikh history symbolically with the related
values they impart to Sikhs. The spiritual Sikh teachings and the concepts of
sewa(service), sacrifice and courage were discussed from Sikh history. President
stated the importance of educated minds very meticulously in light of Gurmat and
history. President very eloquently invokes the spirit of unity among Sikhs for the
community welfare and progress. It was stated that Sikhs should never forget that
brotherhood is very fundamental virtue of their faith and being united under the
guidance of Guru is the only savior of community in challenging times. President
said that Sikh should consider his wealth, intellect, power, money, courage etc. as a
community asset rather than his own as this will be his true dedication for community.
Sikhs should regard whole community as a family and Guru as their parents. President
said that Sikhs have treasure of Guru's teachings to be well educated but they have
deviated from their real path in the socio-political conundrum.

Discussing two types of education: pure and applied, President of the seventh
Sikh Educational Conference, Sardar Balwant Singh condemned the education
standards of India by stating that the applied education and vocational skills are
absent in India. He mentioned that Japan and Germany are making great strides in
science and technology and becoming advanced economies as they are concentrating
on applied education. He said that Sikh children would have to be financially
independent like in western countries to be conscious about the pure education.
Presenting views about material wellbeing of Sikhs, President said that they should
be wealth constructive and not wealth destructive. Observing that India has applied
education but in very bad condition and low in quality, President condemned the
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education standards of India mentioning the absence of practical dimensions of applied
education. Japan and Germany are making many strides in development as they are
concentrating on applied education. President purposed to establish the university
for Sikh community for applied and vocational education on the lines of universities
in Japan and Germany. Both countries have proved to be experts in science and
technology and subsequently became most advanced nations. President made an
important remark underlining communal conscious that no matter if any community
is valorous, powerful and conscientious but if education is not present in its affairs,
people might have to work submissively under sister community members.

President of eighth Sikh Educational Conference, Sant Attar Singh Ji Mastuana,
held in 1915 at Firozpur, emphasized on the importance of education in community.
He cited Gurbani quotes to present the Sikhism's viewpoint of education that education
is complete if it takes one towards the true Lord. Educational element in traditional
society was much defined by faith-based ethos. Sikh Gurus advocated that education
have no value if it does not take one to the ultimate reality of life. He stated that:

"Dharmik schoolanvichbacheyan di arambakavasthavichapnedharam de
sanskardhridh ho jandehan jo ke sari umarona de dilanvichukkrerehandehan.
Dharam ton hi sariyannekiyanprapathundiyan han."

Sikh educational policy of early nineteenth century presents a unique
amalgamation of western and eastern educational traditions in which modern
scientific education was being taught along with the traditional eastern faith based
educational wisdom. The circumstances were pushing community leaders to be
practical about the material advancement of community as without it penury was
causing economic backwardness. The competitive ambience of colonial regime was
challenge for different communities to be active in reformist and revivalist measures.
Apart from the administrative needs, cheap skilled Indian labor was needed for the
industry brought by colonists in India. Vocational and industry-based education
became important for Indians to get jobs in factories and business centers. This
exposure of large-scale industrialization as compared to non-colonial Indian industry
was fundamental in ushering India into Industrial era where imperialistic interests
were being served by Indian people in all capacities. The curriculum of education
for all classes in government schools were dominated by scientific and rational
contents. This brought challenges for propagators of traditional education as its
relevance was reduced significantly by government education system. Community
leaders put great efforts in establishing educational institutes where children would
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be imparted with religious and scientific education, former to safeguard unique
religious identity and ideology and latter for securing jobs and material advancement.
The changed administrative and industrial scenario under colonial regime brought
more inclusive professional prospects for Indian people contrary to traditional
hereditary occupational roles. Though education was still limited to upper and middle
class people who generally belonged to feudal and landlord class, large section of
society was still engulfed in traditional chores. President of eighth Sikh Educational
Conference said that religious and moral education is must in schools as children
can learn well about their religions at young age. He mentioned that mother tongue
is best medium of instruction to educate masses as only few can understand foreign
language. He presented the Sikh principle of 'daswand', one tenth of income, as
most beneficial for funding educational initiatives of Sikh Educational Conference.
He suggested for purposefulness of 'Dasvandh' stating that even if one fourth of
Dasvandh is used for educational purpose, it would be more than enough to sustain
the running institutes and open new ones. Sikhs are courageous but we can't serve
nation and government if we are unhealthy.

CONCLUSION

The activities of government backed Christian missionaries and reformist
movements among Hindus and Muslims in last quarter of nineteenth century made
the Sikh leaders concerned about the existential threat posed by proselytization and
assimilation of Sikhs by other communities. Educating the young generation about
the teachings and ideals of Sikhism was imperative to arrest the wave of apostasy
among Sikhs induced by inimical socio-political circumstances. The challenge was
not only to secure the Sikh identity but also to enable community members to compete
for government jobs and business prospects to make the community more influential
in British colonial rule. Sikhs were already serving British army in significant numbers
and courageously secured the territories of the British rule, earning respect and honor
from colonial masters. Community leaders observed that illiteracy was real culprit
in increased detachment of community from beliefs and practices enshrined by
Sikhism. Religious education was fundamental in foundation of revivalist movements
among Sikhs. Presidential addresses of the Sikh Educational Conferences present
concerns and efforts of community leaders for spread of education among co-
religionists. The history and philosophy of Sikhism recalled at annual meetings of
the Sikh Educational Conferences reflects the resolve of Sikh leaders to educate
community about the religious heritage.
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The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

venue.
-Guru Panth Da Das-

Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC President condoles demise of Iranian
President Dr. Raisi and Foreign Minister
Mr. Amir-Abdollahian

-Expressed his grief by sending a condolence message to
Supreme Leader of Iran,
Mr. Hojatoleslam Seyed Ali Khamenei

Amritsar- Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, President of representative Sikh

organization, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has expressed
deep grief over the demise of Iranian President Seyyed Ibrahim Raisi and Iran's
Foreign Minister Mr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian in a helicopter crash.

Expressing condolence over the demise of Dr Raisi, Mr. Abdollahian and others
on board in the tragic crash, Harjinder Singh Dhami has sent a condolence message
to the Supreme Leader of Iran, Mr. Hojatoleslam Seyed Ali Khamenei, Government
of Iran and the bereaved families. He also prayed to the Akal Purakh for the peace
of the departed souls.

Harjinder Singh Dhami, as the president of SGPC, the representative
organization of Sikhs, said in his condolence message that the relationship of Sikhs
with the land of Iran has been connected since the time of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji's
travel and many Sikh families live there. He said that the demise of Iranian President
Dr. Raisi, Foreign Minister Mr. Abdollahian and others in a helicopter crash are
extremely sad. On behalf of the entire Sikh community, the SGPC President paid
tribute to the departed souls by expressing his condolences to the Supreme Leader
of Iranian Government Mr.

It is extremely sad that Raisi and Foreign Minister Mr. Amir and other
passengers died in a helicopter accident. On behalf of the entire Sikh community, he

paid tribute to the departed souls by expressing his condolences the Supreme Leader
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of Iranian Government Mr. Hojatoleslam Syed Ali Khamenei, the bereaved families
and the Iranian brotherhood. He further said that we recognize the seriousness of
the Iranian Government towards the Sikh community of Iran with its 100 years of
history and pray for further strengthening of mutual relationships. May 22

40th annual commemoration of June 1984
Ghallughara will be observed at Qaumi level:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- Every Sikh should observe the Martyrdom Week from June 1 to
June 6 on the occasion of 40th annual commemoration of the June 1984 Ghallughara
(massacre) following the direction of Sri Akal Takht Sahib and to protest against the
non-punishment of the perpetrators of the Sikh genocide, the Sikh men should wear
black turbans and the Sikh women should take black dupattas.

Expressing these words, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that in June 1984, the
marks of the military attack on Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib, Sri Akal Takht
Sahib and about 37 more Gurdwaras by the then Congress Government of India,
can never be erased from the Sikh psyche and every year the Sikh community
remembers the June 1984 military attack as third Ghallughara.

He said that the then Congress government attacked the holy Sikh shrines and
martyred thousands of devotees who had congregated on the martyrdom of Sri Guru
Arjan Dev, by launching brutal attacks with tanks, guns and bullets. The suffering
of this cruel action of killing humanity by the government will always rise from the
Sikh minds.

The SGPC President said that the abuse of government machinery by the then
Congress government in this oppression against the Sikhs is a black mark on
democracy and the Constitution of India. He said that the government should have
apologized for this heinous act, but the story of injustice with the Sikhs is continuing.
Even today, justice is not being done in the cases of Sikh prisoners. Even after
serving more than three decades of punishment, Sikhs are not being released, which
is a great injustice to the Sikh community and a serious violation of human rights.

Harjinder Singh Dhami appealed to all the Gurdwara Management Committees
and the Sikh community to observe the 40th anniversary of the third Ghallughara in
accordance with the community’s spirit as per the order of the five Sikh leaders
from Sri Akal Takht Sahib. He said that as per the orders of Sri Akal Takht Sahib,
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the entire Sikh community should become part of the Martyrdom Week by
remembering the government atrocities.

He said national protest should be expressed by wearing black turbans and
taking black dupattas from June 4 to June 6. The SGPC President said that on the
occasion of this 40th annual commemoration of third Ghallughara, along with the
martyrdom ceremony at Sri Akal Takht Sahib, ceremonies will also be held in
Gurdwaras managed by SGPC and these atrocities on the community will be
remembered. May 22

Acquitting Ram Rahim in murder case is an

unsatisfactory decision: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami terming the acquittal of Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet
Ram Rahim by the Punjab and Haryana High Court in the murder case of Dera
manager Ranjit Singh as unfortunate, said that this person with immoral character
and accused of hurting religious sentiments of Sikhs should not get any kind of
relief.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Haryana government led by the Bharatiya
Janata Party ignoring the norms, has already favoured Gurmeet Ram Rahim, the
main accused in the 2015 case of sacrilege of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and now this
verdict in the Ranjit Singh murder case is also unsatisfactory.

The SGPC President said that we respect the courts. He said that Ram Rahim
is serving the sentence for many heinous crimes and it is the duty of the Central
Bureau of India (CBI) to ensure a solid follow-up in the Ranjit Singh murder case
so that public confidence in its investigation system is not lost. Harjinder Singh
Dhami also said that the SGPC, being a representative body of Sikhs, is also ready
to provide possible support to the family of Ranjit Singh in this murder case against
Gurmeet Ram Rahim, a culprit of Sikh community. May 28

40th anniversary of June 1984 Ghallughara
marked at Sri Akal Takht Sahib

Instead of pleading to Delhi for Qaumi rights, need to

flourish Khalsa’s humility based rule’s Sikh politics -
Giani Raghbir Singh

Amritsar- The 40th anniversary of June 1984 Ghallughara (massacre) by the
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then Congress government of India on Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and Sri
Akal Takht Sahib was marked at Sri Akal Takht Sahib today. After the bhog
(concluding ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib (uninterrupted recitation of Guru
Granth Sahib), the raagi jatha engaged the congregation with Gurbani Kirtan.

On this occasion, while giving a message to the Sikh community, Jathedar of
Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh expressed Qaumi (community’s) sentiment
towards all the martyrs of June 1984 Ghallughara including Sant Giani Jarnail Singh
Khalsa Bhindranwale, Bhai Amrik Singh, General Shabeg Singh, Bhai Thara Singh
and others and called the Sikh community to move forward by making the wounds
of this Ghallughara a strength. He said that not releasing the Sikh prisoners and not
punishing the perpetrators of the November 1984 Sikh genocide even after 40 years
is an unfair treatment of the Indian government towards the Sikhs. Therefore, instead
of repeatedly pleading to Delhi for the political, geographical and economic rights
of Panth and Punjab, there is a need to flourish Khalsa’s humility based rule’s Sikh
politics.

Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, referring to Sikh history, said that Sikhs
played a leading role in the country's freedom struggle against the British, but the
promises made by the leaders of our own country were forgotten after independence.
Even the government officials were issued orders to keep a suspicious eye on the
Sikhs, terming them as a ‘criminal tribe’.

Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib said that after a fierce struggle, the Sikhs got
the Punjabi state, but Punjab was deprived of the rightful river waters, the capital
Chandigarh and many Punjabi speaking areas. The Sikhs were forced to start the
Dharam Yudh Morcha on these issues of Punjab and the Anandpur Sahib Resolution
to strengthen the federal structure of state. The Jathedar said this effort of Sikhs was
crushed by the policy of repression and to avenge the opposition of the Akali Dal
during the Emergency, the egoistic and tyrannical Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
made the military enter Sri Harmandar Sahib on June 1, 1984, on the occasion
when the Sikh Sangat was observing martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev and
brutally killed Sikh men, women, children and elderly by firing bullets. He said that
this attack of June 1984 is the third Ghallughara for the Sikh community and its pain
and wounds will never be erased from the Sikh subconscious.

Giani Raghbir Singh also remembered the martyrs of June 1984 Ghallughara
and the sacrifices of the Dharmi Faujis (soldiers who left barracks in protest against
military action at Central Sikh shrine) who left the barracks. He said that the secret
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plan of Indira Gandhi to commit the genocide of Sikh youth under 'Operation
Woodrose' could not succeed due to the rebellion of Dharmi Faujis.

Marking the current crises of the Sikh community, the Jathedar emphasized
the need to set a community agenda based on the welfare-of-all philosophy of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev. The Jathedar said that collective efforts should be made to give a
positive direction to the politics which is void of true values of righteousness and
hard-working honest earning culture and to tackle the challenges like loss of Sikh
values, environment, health, mother tongue and education from Punjab, the birthplace
and homeland of Sikhs. He appealed to Sikhs to be bearers of high character taking
guidance from proud Sikh history and said that serious efforts should be made to
protect the future generations of the Sikh community from drugs.

On this occasion, family members of martyrs Bhai Ishar Singh, Bibi Satwant
Kaur, Bhai Manjit Singh, Beant Singh, Bhupinder Singh Bhalwan and others were
honoured by Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

During the congregation, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, Jathedar
of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Sultan Singh, additional head granthi Giani Amarjit
Singh, heads of Nihang bodies Baba Nihal Singh Harian Velan, Baba Balbir Singh
and Baba Avtar Singh Sursingh, SGPC general secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta,
SGPC members Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla, Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal,
Gurmeet Singh Booh, Harpal Singh Jalla, Amrik Singh Vichhoa, Bhai Ajaib Singh
Singh Abhyasi, Amrik Singh Shahpur, Baba Charanjit Singh Jassowal, head granthi
Giani Malkit Singh, former Jathedars Giani Gurbachan Singh, Bhai Jasbir Singh
Rode, Giani Kewal Singh, Simranjeet Singh Mann, Baba Baljit Singh Daduwal,
Jasbir Singh Ghuman, Manjit Singh GK, Amarbir Singh Dhot, Kanwar Charhat
Singh, Sarabjeet Singh Khalsa, Bhai Sukhwinder Singh Agwan, Mata Balwinder
Kaur, Emaan Singh Mann, Kanwarpal Singh Bittu, Paramjit Singh Mand, Balwant
Singh Gopala, Talwinder Singh Buttar, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, additional
secretaries Sukhminder Singh, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, Tejinder Singh Padda, Preetpal Singh, Manager of Sri Darbar Sahib
Bhagwant Singh Dhangera and others were present.

Sikh community can never forget June 1984 Ghallughara: Harjinder Singh
Dhami- The SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, who attended the
annual congregation of June 1984 Ghallughara, said that the oppression of the Sikh
community by the Congress government in the month of June 1984 can never be
forgotten. He said that Sikh history is a witness to the fact that the Sikh community
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has always responded to the oppression of opposing forces and tyrannical
governments. He said that the martyrs of June 1984 are the wealth of the community.
In response to a question, the SGPC President said that the government instead of
apologising in the Indian Parliament for the Ghallughara, conspiracies are being
hatched to weaken the community’s institutions. He said that the Sikhs are always
targeted deliberately by governments, while the contribution of Sikhs to save the
country's culture is a part of history. He also said that the perpetrators of the June
1984 attack and the Sikh genocide of November 1984 were not punished, due to
which there is resentment in the community. June 6

Kangana Ranaut's hateful comments against
Punjab and Punjabis, not in country's interest:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that Kangana Ranaut's continuous targeting
of Punjab and Punjabis is extremely unfortunate and painful. He said that Kangana
Ranaut's hateful comments against Punjabis regarding the matter after the argument
with a Punjabi security personnel of CISF at the Chandigarh airport is an expression
of her anti-Punjab mentality.

The SGPC President said that Kangana Ranaut's saying that terrorism is
increasing in Punjab is an expression of her sick mentality, while the truth is that the
terrorism being spread through her own tongue is polluting the atmosphere of the
country.

Advocate Dhami said that Kangana Ranaut should never forget that if the
multi-ethnic and multi-lingual culture of the country is alive today, it is because of
the sacrifices made by Punjabis for the country. He said that it is not good for the
country to ignore the mutual harmony and social relations of the people in the country
just to be popular by forgetting the history. But Kangana Ranaut is deliberately
walking on this path. Advocate Dhami appealed to the leading leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party to teach Kangana Ranaut a lesson of self-control and moral values.

He also demanded that there should be an in-depth investigation into the causes
of the incident at the Chandigarh airport to see if Kangana Ranaut made any
mischievous arguments to create an atmosphere of hatred against Punjab. He said
that the investigation conducted by the CISF should be done without any political
or personal influence so that injustice is not done. June 6 ]
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