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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 July

17 July

24 July
28 July
29 July
31 July
4 August

5 August

7 August
8 August

15 August

(16" July to 15™ August)

(a) Miri Piri Divas Patshahi Chevi. (Har Sudi 10)
(b) Martyrdom Day Bhai Taru Singh ji. (1 Sawan)
S. Teja Singh Smundri passed away in the Lahore Jail in 1926.
He was one of the prominent leaders of Akali Lehar. Office of
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was named' Teja Singh
Samundri Hall' after his name to commemorate his contribution.

(17-7-1926)
Baba Gurdit Singh ji Komagata Maru passed away. (24-7-1954)
Punjab Governor passed Gurdwara Act. (28-7-1925)
Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji. (Savan Vadi 9)
Shaheed Udham Singh was hanged in London. (31-7-1940)

'Dharam Yudh Morcha' was started by the Shiromani Akali Dal,
headed by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal for long-standing Sikh

demands. (4-8-1982)
The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee passed a resolution
to launch Jaito Morcha. (5-8-1923)
The Sikh Gurdwara Act. 1925 was Gazetted. (7-8-1925)

A peaceful protest started to free Gurdwara Guru ka Bagh from the
control of Mahant Sundar Das. The government took favour of Mahant
and tortured Sikh Jathas for one month. But the Singhs did not leave
the path of peace and non-violence and the tolerance and bravery of
the Sikhs became world famous, finally the government bowed down.
The demands of the Sikhs were met and the Morcha ended successfully
on 17th November 1922. During this Morcha 5605 Singhs were
arrested and 35 of them were the members of SGPC. During this Morcha
several others got injured and martyred. (8-8-1922)
Indian Subcontinent divided into two parts India and Pakistan in
1947 by the British. That partition deprived of Sikhs from their

many historical and religious shrines. (15-8-1947) m
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC President takes strict notice of assault on
Sikh man in Kaithal

Governments should fulfill their responsibility to stop
growing hateful atmosphere against Sikhs in country:

Harjinder Singh Dhami
Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has taken strict notice of the assault of a Sikh man with
hateful intention at Kaithal in Haryana and has asked the police administration to
immediately arrest the culprits and take legal action against them.
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that this incident has hurt the sentiments of the

entire Sikh world, so the Haryana government should take it seriously and ensure
the safety of the Sikhs living in the state.

The SGPC President said that it has been noticed for some time that an
atmosphere of hatred is being continuously created against Sikhs in India and Sikhs
are being targeted for no reason in different states. It is the responsibility of the
governments to protect the religious freedom and rights of the people of every class,
every religion and every community in the country. He said strict action must be
taken against those who go against the constitution of the country and create a hateful
and communal atmosphere.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the resident of Kaithal Sukhwinder Singh
being stopped by unknown persons near the city and assault with hate speech like
that of repeating 1984 is a manifestation of the growing hate violence in the country,
towards which the Haryana and Centre governments have the responsibility to take
this phenomenon seriously as such actions are not in the national interest.

Meanwhile, SGPC secretary Partap Singh said that in the case of the assaulting
of a Sikh in Kaithal, as per the instructions of SGPC President Harjinder Singh
Dhami, an e-mail has been sent to Kaithal Superintendent of Police asking for an
immediate action against the accused persons. June 11
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SGPC raise objection to distortion of Sikh history
by VC of Shri Krishna Ayush University

- Action sought from SKAU Chancellor-cum-Haryana

Governor

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
expressed its objection to the distortion of Sikh Guru’s history by Vice-Chancellor
of Sri Krishna Ayush University (SKAU), Kurukshetra during an event held in the
university on the occasion of the martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, the fifth
Sikh Guru. In this matter, the SGPC has sent an e-mail letter to the Chancellor of
SKAU-Governor of Haryana, Shri Bandaru Dattatreya, asking him to seek an
explanation from the Vice-Chancellor of SKAU, Professor Vaidya Kartar Singh
Dhiman and sought an apology from him.

In this regard, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the
history of Sikhs is completely unique and original, which is being distorted under a
conspiracy. It is under this phenomenon that the Vice-Chancellor of Sri Krishna
AYUSH University Kurukshetra has done such an objectionable act which cannot
be tolerated. He said that it is completely wrong for the VC to deliberately distort the
history of the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev and call it for the protection of

Sanatan Hindu Dharma. This is an act that hurts Sikh history and principles. It is
even more serious and conspiratorial if a person sitting in a responsible position
does such an act, he said. The SGPC President said that strict action should be taken
against the SKAU VC as it is the duty of the responsible officials of a government

institution to take care of the sentiments of any religion. He said that it is good to
celebrate/mark days related to Sikh Gurus, but it should not be celebrated/marked to
distort the traditions and history of Sikh faith. The SGPC President said that this is a
matter of serious investigation in which the Chancellor of SKAU and the Governor

of Haryana should take strict notice. He said that the SGPC has sent an e-mail letter
to the Governor of Haryana for action and if action is not taken on time, the SGPC
will proceed legally. June 11

SGPC President strongly condemns extension of
NSA on Bhai Amritpal Singh

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
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Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the one year extension
of National Security Act (NSA) imposed on Bhai Amritpal Singh elected as Member
Parliament (MP) from Khadoor Sahib constituency and other Sikhs, detained in
Assam's Dibrugarh Central ail.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that after the recent Lok Sabha elections, Bhai
Amritpal Singh was elected as MP from Khadoor Sahib Parliamentary Constituency
by the people of Punjab by casting a large number of votes to him. But the state
government led by the Aam Aadmi Party and the Centre government led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party have taken this extremely reprehensible action of extending
NSA on Bhai Amritpal Singh, which is not appropriate in view of human rights and
it disregards the sentiments of the people of Punjab.

The SGPC President said that no such crime has been committed by these
youths, that they should be locked up in jails thousands of kilometers away from the
state after being termed as anti-national. He asked Punjab and Centre Governments
to revoke the NSA imposed on the youths detained in Dibrugarh Jail and release
them. June 20

Not admitting Sikh woman in Rajasthan judicial
paper for wearing Kirpan is a major violation of
country's constitution: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Says, deliberate targeting of Sikhs is not in national interest

Amritsar: Taking strict notice of an initiated Sikh woman asked to remove her
Sikh Kakaar Kirpan and not allowed admission to the examination center of
Rajasthan’s Judicial Services competitive exam held at a center in Jodhpur today on
June 23, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami termed it as a big violation of the country’s
constitution. He said that strict legal action should be taken against the officials of
the examination center who stopped the Sikh girl advocate Armanjot Kaur attending
the judicial examination while wearing Kirpan, whose arbitrary action has put her
future at stake.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that according to the Constitution of India, Sikhs
have full right to wear Kirpan and as per the Sikh Rehat Maryada, no Amritdhari
Sikh can separate the five Sikh Kakaars (symbols of faith) from his/her body. He
said that for some time Sikh candidates are being targeted in the country and there
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are frequent incidents where initiated Sikhs are asked to remove their religious symbols
and denied admission to the competitive examinations when they protest or oppose.

The SGPC President termed this phenomenon as a big discrimination against
the Sikhs in their own country India and said to give all support to the Sikh woman.
He said that the Sikh organization is with the victim Sikh woman.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that this discrimination against Sikh candidates
hurts their psyche, as such criminal treatment of candidates before the paper has a
profound effect on their performance as well. He said that even though everyone
knows that the Kirpan is a part of the five Kakaars of Sikhs and it is also an expression
of Sikh identity, fundamental rights, still treating Sikhs with hatred is highly
condemnable.

Harjinder Singh Dhami demanded from Rajasthan Chief Minister Shri Bhajan
Lal Sharma to intervene in this matter immediately and asked him to take strict
action against the guilty officials who stopped the Sikh girl from entering the judicial
competitive exam. He also demanded from the Chief Minister that special
arrangements should be made by the state government to get this paper held on June
23, 2024 for Advocate Armanjot Kaur, a Sikh candidate of the Rajasthan Judicial
Services competitive examination.

Box

In the Rajasthan Judicial Services competitive paper held today at Jodhpur,
Jalandhar resident Sikh candidate Advocate Armanjot Kaur was prevented from
going to the examination center wearing Kirpan. Sikh girl's father Baljit Singh
informed the SGPC that his daughter had gone to Jodhpur today to attend the
competitive examination for Rajasthan judicial services, where the officials of the
examination center asked her to remove the Kirpan to enter the examination center.
But the Sikh girl objected to this and did not remove the Kirpan, so she was deprived
of the opportunity to take the exam. Baljit Singh also informed that a petition has
also been filed in the High Court of Rajasthan at Jodhpur in this matter and a legal
battle will be fought for justice. Baljit Singh said that justice should be done to his
daughter so that there is no such discrimination against anyone else in the future.
Advocate Armanjot Kaur is currently practicing law under a Senior Advocate of
the Punjab and Haryana High Court and looks forward to serving in the field of
Judiciary in the country. June 23
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Discrimination against Amritdhari Sikh candidates
in Rajasthan judicial exam is extremely painful and
injustice: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has called it extremely painful and injustice that
the government has not taken any action against those who hurt the religious
sentiments of a number of Amritdhari Sikh candidate in the civil judge judicial
examination organized by Rajasthan High Court in Jodhpur. He said that after the
case of Sikh candidate Armanjot Kaur, a resident of Jalandhar, now the case of
Lakhwinder Kaur, a Sikh candidate from Ambala Cantonment forced to remove
her Kakaar (Sikh symbols of faith), Kirpan and Karra at a center of judicial
examination in Jodhpur, has once again brought to light the discrimination against
initiated Sikhs in Rajasthan. Advocate Dhami said that these actions have hurt the
Sikh sentiments for which the Rajasthan government has the responsibility to take
strict action against the guilty officials, but it is sad that even after the continuous
objection of the Sikh community, the government is ignorant and not fulfilling its
responsibility. As per the information, in the judicial examination of direct recruitment
of civil judge held last week in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, the Amritdhari Sikh candidates
were harassed at several centers and their religious sentiments were hurt due to
adamant behaviour of the on-duty authorities, thus depriving the Sikh candidates of
their right to appear in the exam. However, the instructions issued for the examination
did not include any such restriction of removing Sikh Kakaars.

The SGPC president said that this arbitrary action is a move to challenge the
constitution of the country, for which action should be taken by the government
against the guilty officials under the charges of hurting religious sentiments and
violating the Constitution of India. He said that the Sikh body SGPC is with
Lakhwinder Kaur and other victim Amritdhari candidates and will continue to work
for action against the guilty officials by expressing the protest at all levels in this
case. Harjinder Singh Dhami also informed that the SGPC has earlier in the case of
Armanjot Kaur and other Sikh candidates, wrote letters while raising objection and
seeking action against guilty officials, to Chief Justice and Registrar (Examination)
of Rajasthan High Court Jodhpur, Union Law and Justice Minister, Chief Minister
of Rajasthan, Chairman of National and State Minorities Commissions and now the
case of Lakhwinder Kaur will also be taken up.
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The SGPC President also appealed to the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib to
convene a special meeting of all Sikh Jathebandis for a serious discussion on such
anti-Sikh incidents that come to light from time to time so that the governments can

be given a strong message. June 30

Two new Granthi Singhs appointed at Sachkhand
Sri Harmandar Sahib

Case should be lodged against officials who forced to
remove Kakaars during Rajasthan judicial exam and
Kangana Ranaut

Important decisions taken in the meeting of the internal

committee of the Shiromani Committee

Amritsar: The Executive Committee (EC) of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) presided over by its President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami
today approved the appointment of two Granthi Singhs for Sachkhand Sri Harmandar
Sahib and also took strict notice of Congress MP Rahul Gandhi’s statement in the
Parliament of linking Abhaya Mudra with the ideology of Sri Guru Nanak Deyv.

Resolutions have also been passed against the arbitrary actions of forcing the
Amritdhari (initiated) Sikh candidates to remove Kirpan in the judicial examination
in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur and Kangana Ranaut's comments against Punjabis.

Talking to the media after the EC meeting, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that
considering the requirement of Granthi Singhs at Sri Harmandar Sahib, Bhai Kewal
Singh serving among the Panj Piaras at Takht Sri Damdama Sahib and Batala-
based kathawachak Bhai Parwinderpal Singh have been appointed as the Granthi
Singhs. He said that in this regard, various candidates were tested by the Jathedars
of Takhts and Granthi Singhs of Sri Harmandar Sahib, after which two Granthi
Singhs were appointed as per the recommendation.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that many Sikh issues were on the agenda in today's
EC meeting. He said that action has been sought from the government against the
guilty officials in the case of harassing and forcing the Amritdhari Sikh candidates
to remove their Kakaars (Sikh symbols of faith) in the judicial examination in
Rajasthan’s Jodhpur. The SGPC President said that the Centre government should
order the Rajasthan government to take action to register cases of hurting religious
sentiments against the accused officials who barred Sikh candidates and forced them
to remove Kakaars. He said that even though everyone knows that forcing the initiated
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Sikh candidates to remove the Kakaar (kirpan, karra) is discrimination against the
Sikhs, the five Kakaars are an integral part of the initiated Sikh identity. He said

under Article 25 of the Indian Constitution, Sikhs have the right to wear Kirpan,

therefore, the arbitrary actions taken in Rajasthan are a gross violation of the
Constitution. He said that the EC has decided to proceed according to the opinion of
legal experts apart from writing to the Centre government in this matter.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the EC has also passed a resolution
condemning the hateful comments made by BJP's Mandi MP Kangana Ranaut
against Punjab and Punjabis. He said that the Aam Aadmi Party government of
Punjab not taking action on Kangana's anti-Punjab hate speech is similar to turning
its back on the representation of the state. He asked the government to file a case
against Kangana Ranaut, as she has defamed Punjabis by spreading hate against
them.

The SGPC President also congratulated Gurjot Singh, a student of SGPC’s
Nishchai Civil Services Training Centre for passing the 2024 preliminary examination
of UPSC. He expressed the hope that he would increase the pride of the Sikh
community by passing the main paper of this examination by working harder. He
expressed commitment that the Sikh organization will work more efficiently in this
area. He said that for the upcoming session, 25 Sikh youths have been selected for
the new batch of Nishchai Academy at Chandigarh and 25 Sikh youths for Nishchai
Judicial Academy at Bahadurgarh Patiala.

Meanwhile, Harjinder Singh Dhami also shared the information that more than
250 youths from educational institutions of the SGPC have been selected for
employment by various companies during a job fair organized by the Directorate of
Education of SGPC in Chandigarh recently.

He reprimanded the Punjab government on the property-related matter of
Gurdwara Baba Gandha Singh Ji Barnala, managed by SGPC that the government
should refrain from interfering in the affairs of the Gurdwara. He said that managing
Gurdwaras' properties is the SGPC's duty, in which government interference will
not be tolerated.

Speaking about the woman who did yoga at Sri Harmandar Sahib, Harjinder
Singh Dhami said that many people have given their opinion on this incident and
she has also sent a written apology. But every religious place has its own rules and
deliberate actions are not forgivable, he said. The SGPC President said that in future,
rules will be laid down regarding photography and videography at Sri Harmandar
Sahib, however, with immediate effect, orders have been issued prohibiting any
artist or actor from doing videography for their promotion.
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In addition to the SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, senior vice-president
Harbhajan Singh Masana, junior vice president Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa, general
secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, EC members Mohan Singh Bangi, Raghbir
Singh Saharanmajra, Jasmer Singh Lachhru, Khushwinder Singh Bhatia, Bibi
Hardeep Kaur Khokh, Indermohan Singh Lakhmirwala, Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar,
Bibi Malkit Kaur Kamalpur, Amarjit Singh Bhaliapur, Jaswant Singh Purain, OSD
Satbir Singh Dhami, secretary Partap Singh, Sukhminder Singh, Kulwinder Singh
Ramdas, Tejinder Singh Padda, Gurdial Singh, Gurnam Singh, Shahbaz Singh,
Harbhajan Singh Vakta were present.

Strict notice of Rahul Gandhi linking Abhaya Mudra with Sri Guru Nanak
Dev in Parliament

The SGPC EC, taking strict notice of the comments made by the Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi in the Parliament of India, regarding the philosophy and image of Sri
Guru Nanak Deyv, clarified that the holy Gurbani and teachings of the Gurus should
not be made part of political debates without full knowledge. The resolution passed
in this regard said that often the basic principles of the Gurus and the meaning of the
holy Gurbani are also misinterpreted by political people, which hurts the sentiments
of the Sikh world. Referring to Sri Guru Nanak Dev, Rahul Gandhi said that Guru
Sahib's image shows Abhaya Mudra, is completely wrong. In the resolution, it was
clarified that Guru Sahib did not recognize any such mudra or asana, instead, refuting
such phenomenon, he taught to connect with only one Akal Purakh (Timeless Being).
Through this resolution, the EC appealed to the Speakers of both the houses of
Parliament - Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha - to ensure that no one's religious
sentiments are hurt during the proceedings of the Parliament.

Expressed grief over demise of Dal Khalsa leader Bhai Gajinder Singh

In the meeting of the EC meeting, deep grief was expressed over the demise of
Bhai Gajinder Singh, one of the founder leaders of the Dal Khalsa, and condolences
were expressed with his family. The resolution passed in this regard said that the
SGPC pays respect to the struggling life and sacrifice of Bhai Gajinder Singh, who
lived in exile for a long time. Bhai Gajinder Singh's resolutely guarding the Sikh
principles and charting his life path in difficult circumstances is the epitome of his
Panthic identity and the community will always remember him.

On this occasion, a condolence resolution was also passed over the demise of
Kirpal Singh, father of the former senior vice president of SGPC Surjit Singh
Bhittewad. July 5 |
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