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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16" February to 15" March)

16 February The British Government announced to form a committee to draft
an Act for the managment of Gurdwara. (16-2-1921)
17 February The Sikhs took over control of the Gurdwaras of Mukatsar.
(17-2-1923)
18 February Bhai Lehna ji, Bhai Sangat Rai ji and Bhai Hanumant ji and

others embraced martyrdom in the Battle of Guler. (18-2-1696)
21 February (a) More than 150 Sikhs killed in open fire by Mohant Narainu and

his hired men at Gurdwara Sri Nankana Sahib. Bhai Lachhman

Singh ji Dharowali, Bhai Dalip Singh ji, Bhai Waryam Singh

etc. embraced martyrdom. (21-2-1921)
(b) Government handed over the control of Gurdwara Sri Nankana
Sahib to Sikhs. (21-2-1921)

(¢) The police forces did firing on Shaheedi Jatha at Jaito and killed
more than 100 Sikhs and about 200 were injured. (21-2-1924)
(d) Canadian Shaheedi Jatha offered arrest at Jaito. (21-2-1925)

27 February The British Government hanged six Babbar Akalis in Lahore
Jail. (27-2-1926)
5 March Establishment of Khalsa College Sri Amritsar. (5-3-1892)
6 March 188 Sikh prisoners released from Jodhpur jail. (6-3-1989)
9 March Lahore treaty were done between Sikh and English. (9-3-1846)
12 March S. Udham Singh killed Michael O 'Dwayar at London. He was

former governor of the Punjab and an accused of Jallianwala
Bagh Massacre.
(12-3-1940)

14 March  (a) Start of Samvat Nanakshahi 556 (1 Chet)
(b) Martyrdom of Akali Baba Phula Singh. (1 Chet)

15 March Delhi conquered by S. Baghel Singh. (2 Chet)
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Understanding Sikhism is the
Need of the Day

-Dr. Jodh Singh*

In the last 2-3 decades of 20th century, at the global level the attention of the
scholars has been attracted towards Sikhism. The scholars attached to the ancient
Indian cul-ture and specifically most of the Indian scholars have initi-ated the task of
mitigation of the independent identity of Sikhism and further on the basis of the
puranic terminol-ogy used in the Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji, they are trying to mix it
up into Hinduism. Sikhism is not opposed to Hindu-ism or Islam but one fact cannot
be ignored that Sikhism being perpetuating force of the ideology of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib ji has given self respecting life-methodology, while negating the caste
classification putting forth the principle of balance between the spiritual and temporal
energies of man. It has brought forth such an epistemology which in-spires the Sikhs
for the welfare of one and all and always makes them ready for the protection of the
poor and anni-hilation of the tyrants.

This is a sterling fact that initiative of giving the proper place in Sri Guru Granth
Sahib ji to all the ideas about the truth scattered here and there was such an ardu-sus
task which brought the Sikhism in the first line and first number among the religious
traditions in vogue. This has baffled the intellectuals of other traditions evoking
respect and regard for Sikhism, of course not without jealousy as well.

In the present times it is quite clear that Sikhism is under internal as well as
external pressures so that its ad-herents after forgetting about their independent identity
should merge into that religion from where they had jumped out. Such efforts are
on, so that some sort of confu-sion could be created in the Sikh minds to make them
stumble, stagger and falter in their belief and actions. and to again adopt the Religio-
Social as well as Political sla-very of the majority community of India. In this
endeavour some academics in the garbs of Sikhs in India and abroad are helping a
lot with their full might and have brought the Sikh scripture and other Sikh literature
under scanner to further challenge their authenticity of the Sikh roots.
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In all these happenings all those only are not guilty who move around posing
as the true Sikhs while actually engaging themselves in all sorts of deceptive activities.
rather those adept insiders are also guilty who consider sift-ing and propagation of
valuable principles of Sikhism as a useless as well as thankless job.

I fully believe that so long besides paths, seva and Kirtan- Darbars, the tradition
of serious study and thought analysis is not initiated and truth (sat) contentment
(santokh) and pondering (Vichar) are not adopted in life, the fragrance of Sikhism
can not reach far and wide.

We will have to cultivate the capacity and compe-tence of putting our views
without hurting anybody. How-ever. Since all the models pertaining to above
mentioned facts are there in the Holy Scripture Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji, there is
dire need of their singing, delving deeper into their meanings and of understanding
them into their proper contexts. Though belated, SGPC has undertaken the righ-
teous act of starting the "Two years correspondence course of studies in Sikhism"
and has further strived to spread the message of Sikh History and the Sikh tenets
among the thoughtful readers and reciters of Gurbani. The President S.G.P.C. J.
Avtar Singh ji and all member of the Dharam Parchar committee deserves
congratulations from all Sikhi-minded people for this nobel act.

I not only hope but have full faith that under the able guidance of eminent
scholar Dr. Jasbir Singh Sabar. this Sikh studies course will always remain beneficial
for one and all and the tenets of Sikhism, its history and Sikh code of conduct will
percolate in the society in its pure form.

(From the book 'Study of the Sikhism (Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information)
Part-1)

READERS PAY ATTENTION

Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. - Editor
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SGPC NEWS

Draft lists of SGPC voters has flaws:
Advocate Dhami

SGPC President writes to Chief Commissioner

Gurdwara Elections

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has written to Chief Commissioner of Gurdwara
Elections Justice SS Saron, raising objections on the draft lists published by the
commission regarding the general elections of the SGPC. He said that the names of
many non-Sikhs are appearing in the published lists, whose names do not even
include Singh and Kaur. Apart from this, photographs showing the identity of the
voters have not been included in the lists. The Sikh Sangat is also facing great
difficulties in obtaining the published lists in their respective areas.

Advocate Dhami said that it is not possible to register objections properly under
this ongoing process and all this is making the Punjab government's arbitrariness
clear, regarding which the SGPC has already expressed its concerns in writing to
the commission. He said that it seems that the lists without photographs have been
prepared by the BLOs posted at the booth level instead of the forms submitted by
the voters with photographs from the lists related to the Vidhan Sabha and Lok
Sabha elections. He said that for the better administrative system of the SGPC, it is
necessary that the voters should also be registered properly as per the rules to elect
the members of this Sikh body. In the letter, Advocate Dhami has demanded from
the Chief Commissioner Gurdwara Elections to ensure the availability of the voter
lists online and at the designated centers. In view of the instructions of the Gurdwara
Election Commission to submit forms with photographs during the voter registration
process, the lists should be published with the photographs of the voters, so that it
can be ascertained that the person registering as a SGPC voter is a Sabat Soorat
(with unshorn hair) Sikh. He also demanded that orders be issued to reject the names
of non-Sikhs voters. January 10
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Government should ban Emergency film in Punjab
which tarnishes image of Sikhs: Advocate Dhami

-SGPC writes letter to Punjab Chief Minister

-Objection letters also given to all Deputy Commissioners

of Punjab

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) expressed
strong objection to 'Emergency' film made by BJP MP Kangana Ranaut and the
SGPC President wrote a letter to Punjab Chief Minister (CM) Bhagwant Mann
asking him to completely ban the film in Punjab. This film is being released tomorrow
on January 17, 2025. In a letter written to the Punjab CM by SGPC President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, it has been said that the SGPC, while expressing
its protest regarding this film, has already registered objections by sending letter no.
22211 dated November 14, 2024 to the Chief Secretary of the Punjab Government
and SGPC executive committee resolution no. 798 dated September 28, 2024, through
which it was clearly stated that ‘Emergency film will not be allowed to be screened
in Punjab’, because this film has been made in a conspiratorial manner with the aim
of defaming Sikhs. Through the resolution, a demand was made from the state
government to ban the release of this film in Punjab. Advocate Dhami said that it is
unfortunate that the Punjab government has not taken any step to stop the film till
now. He said that if this film is released on January 17, 2025, then it is natural that
this will create anger and resentment in the Sikh world.

It is noteworthy that in this film suppresses the 1984 deadly attack on the holy
shrine of Sikhs, Sri Harmandar Sahib, Sri Akal Takht Sahib and many other places,
Sikh massacre and genocide and the anti-Sikh agenda has been worked with the
spirit of spewing venom against the community. Along with this, the character
assassination of the community’s martyr, Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa Bhindranwale,
has also been done in the film.

The SGPC President said that Kangana Ranaut's Emergency film should be
immediately stopped from being released in Punjab on January 17, 2025. If this film
is released in Punjab, the SGPC will strongly oppose it at the state-level.

Meanwhile, on the orders of SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, today
the SGPC Secretary Partap Singh and other officials submitted a letter to the Deputy
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Commissioner of Amritsar demanding a ban on Kangana Ranaut's Emergency in
Amritsar. Apart from this, the SGPC has also given demand letters to all the Deputy
Commissioners at the district level in Punjab to stop the film. While submitting the
demand letter to the DC Amritsar, Secretary Partap Singh was accompanied by
manager of Darbar Sahib Manager Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, assistant secretary
Harbhajan Singh Vakta and superintendent Nishan Singh. January 16

SGPC did not allow Kangana Ranaut's
Emergency film to be released in Punjab

Protests held outside cinema halls in various cities of Punjab

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) held a
strong protest outside cinema halls across Punjab to stop the release of Kangana
Ranaut’s ‘Emergency’ film. The state-wide protest was held on the instructions of
the SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami.

Seeing the protest by SGPC, the cinema managers decided not to release
Emergency film, after which the SGPC ended the protest. In Amritsar, protests
were held at PVR Cinema (Sooraj Chanda Tara), Trillium Mall and Alpha One
Mall against the film, which were led by SGPC chief secretary Kulwant Singh
Mannan, member Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhyasi
and secretary Partap Singh.

Speaking on the occasion, SGPC chief secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan said
that Sikh characters have been portrayed in a wrong way in the ‘Emergency’ film
made by Kangana Ranaut, regarding which the SGPC has already registered
objections. He said that it is unfortunate that the Punjab government has not taken
any step to stop the film till now. He welcomed the decision of the cinema
managements not to screen the film after the SGPC protest. Mannan said that the
SGPC will not allow this film to be screened in Punjab at any cost. If anyone tries to
screen the film, the SGPC will protest again.

Meanwhile, SGPC member Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka and Bhai Ajaib
Singh Abhyasi said that no anti-Sikh act will be tolerated and it is also the responsibility
of the governments to respect the interests and sentiments of every religion. SGPC
secretary Partap Singh said that yesterday, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami had written a letter to Punjab Chief Minister asking him to ban this
film in Punjab, but the tragedy is that the AAP government of Punjab is deliberately
ignoring Sikh issues. This is not in the interest of the state, he said.
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During the protest in Amritsar, SGPC chief secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan,
member Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhyasi, OSD Satbir
Singh Dhami, secretary Partap Singh, additional secretary Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, Bijay Singh, Tejinder Singh Padda, Preetpal Singh, personal secretary
Shahbaz Singh, manager of Sri Darbar Sahib Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, assistant
secretary Jaswinder Singh Jassi, Prof Sukhdev Singh, Gurcharan Singh Kohala,
Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh Khairabad, Manjit Singh Talwandi, Harbhajan
Singh Vakta, Sukhbir Singh, superintendent Nishan Singh, Malkit Singh Beharwal
and staff of SGPC, its Dharam Prachar Committee and Sri Darbar Sahib were present.

January 17

Advocate Dhami condemns Ajnala's statement
against Jathedars

HSGMC results show mirror to government-backed

people: Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has condemned Amrik Singh Ajnala's act of
burning effigies of Jathedars of Takhts and his statements against them. He said that
the Jathedars of Takhts are highly respected in the Sikh community and any person
should think before making wrong statements against them. It cannot be allowed
that anyone disrespects the highest temporal authority of the community and the
respected personalities of the community.

Meanwhile, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami reacted to the
results of the general elections of the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (HSGMC) and said that these results are a mirror shown by the Sangat
to those who were playing in the hands of the governments. He said that the rejection
of the office-bearers and members of the government nominated committee including
Baljit Singh Daduwal by the Sangat is a symbol of the fact that the Guru’s Sikhs
never tolerate government interference in the management of the Gurdwaras. He
said that although the SGPC is not in favor of a separate HSGMC, it is still the
responsibility of those elected by the Sangat to be firmly committed to the service of
the Gurdwara management as per the Sikh principles, Panthak beliefs and sentiments.

20 January
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SGPC delegation meets Pakistan High
Commissioner

Demand to issue visas to maximum number of pilgrims as
per list sent by SGPC

Anmritsar: On the instructions of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, a delegation of SGPC today
met Pakistan High Commission’s Charge d’ Affaires Saad Ahmad Warraich in Delhi
and demanded that the entire list of the Sikh pilgrims sent by the SGPC for visiting
Gurdwaras in Pakistan under the agreed jathas should be given visas and that the
Sikh Jatha should be allowed to be sent as per the approved Nanakshahi calendar
on the occasion of the martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev. The SGPC delegation
included its chief secretary and member Kulwant Singh Mannan, member Bhai
Rajinder Singh Mehta, secretary Partap Singh and assistant secretary Jaswinder Singh.

Sharing information in this regard, Kulwant Singh Mannan and Bhai Rajinder
Singh Mehta said that in the past, a large number of visas of the Sikh pilgrims from
the list sent by the SGPC to Pakistan High Commission were deducted, regarding
which a meeting has been held with Pakistan's officials today. It has been said that
the SGPC is a representative organization of Sikhs, which sends Jathas every year
to visit various Gurdwaras in Pakistan on the occasion of Khalsa Sajna Diwas
(Vaisakhi), martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev, barsi (death anniversary) of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh and Parkash Gurpurb of Sri Guru Nanak Dev. It is said that
for these Jathas, the Punjab state has an approved quota of 1800, 600, 300 and 1800
visas, respectively. However, for the last few years, the entire list of Sikh pilgrims
sent by the SGPC is not given visas by the Pakistan High Commission and a large
number of names are deducted from the SGPC's list.

The SGPC officials said that today this matter was raised with the officials of
the Pakistan High Commission and it was demanded that visas be issued to the
maximum number of pilgrims from the SGPC list keeping in mind the devotion and
religious sentiments of the Sikh pilgrims towards the historical Gurdwaras in Pakistan.
They said that a demand has also been made to allow sending the jatha of Sikh
pilgrims to Pakistan as per the Nanakshahi calendar approved by Sri Akal Takht
Sahib for the occasion of the martyrdom day of the fifth Guru, Sri Guru Arjan Dev.
The letter given to the Pakistan High Commission said that the Sikh jatha was sent
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to Pakistan every year on the occasion of the martyrdom day of the fifth Guru. The
SGPC is observes the martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev every year as per the
Nanakshahi calendar approved by Sri Akal Takht Sahib, the highest temporal
authority of the Sikh community, while the Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (PSGPC) observe this day on the fixed date June 16 every year. Due to
the difference in dates, the SGPC has not been able to send the Jatha of Sikh pilgrims
since 2012. Due to the difference in dates, the Pakistan High Commission does not
issue visas to the list of Sikh pilgrims sent by SGPC in line with the approved
Nanakshahi Calendar, which hurts the religious sentiments of Indian Sikh pilgrims.
He said that this year the martyrdom day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev is being observed
by SGPC and the Sikh Sangat on May 30, 2025 (Jayth Sudi 4) as per the Nanakshahi
Calendar approved by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. Therefore, visas should be issued to
Indian Sikh pilgrims for the date May 30, 2025, so that the Sikh jatha can visit
Gurdwara Dehra Sahib, Lahore and pay obeisance to the fifth Guru on his martyrdom
day. January 24

SGPC opens Char Sahibzade MRI and CT Scan
Center in Mumbai

MRI and CT scan facility will be provided to economically

weaker sections for Rs 10: Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: Char Sahibzade MRI and CT Scan Center was inaugurated today at
Guru Nanak Khalsa College, Matunga in Mumbai, under the management of
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC). Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami,
Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Sultan Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri
Harmandir Ji Patna Sahib Giani Baldev Singh, SGPC member Gurinder Singh Bawa,
President of Takht Sri Patna Sahib Management Committee Jagjot Singh, OSD of
SGPC Satbir Singh Dhami, Jasbir Singh Dham and other personalities were present
at the inauguration ceremony.

SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the representative
body of the Sikh community, the SGPC, is doing great services in public welfare
works. Under this, an MRI and CT Scan Center dedicated to the four Sahibzadas of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh has been started in Mumbai today. He said that at this center,
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MRI, CT Scan, X-ray test services will be provided to the people of economically
weaker sections for just Rs 10. Apart from this, medicines will be provided at a rate
25% lower than the market rate from the pharmacy run under the name Guru Nanak
Mission 1313 and medical blood tests will also be done at 50% cheaper rates. He
said that these services will be provided to the common people at very affordable
rates. The SGPC President announced that these facilities will also be provided to
the Granthis and other employees of Gurdwaras in Mumbai and its surrounding
areas for just Rs 10. He said that special and commendable efforts have been made
by SGPC member from Maharashtra Gurinder Singh Bawa in these works, which
will further enhance the prestige of the Sikh body. On this occasion, Director Admin
of Guru Nanak Khalsa College Dr Jasbir Kaur Makkar, Harmeet Singh Saluja and
others were present. January 24

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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