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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

15 March
19 March

21 March
22 March

23 March
24 March

25 March

27 March

29 March
30 March

31 March

1 April
2 April

4 April

(a)
(b)
(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)

(16™ March to 15" April)

Holla Mohalla (Chet Vadi 01)
Bhai Sohan Chand (brother of Bhai Mani Singh) got martyrdom
in Battle of Nadaun. (19-3-1690)
Akali Dal passed a resolution of 'Sikh State’'. (21-3-1946)
Third Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takht Sahib for Jaito.
(22-3-1924)

S. Bhagat Singh hanged to death in Lahore Jail. (23-3-1931)
Indian Government's interference in Gurdwara Sahibs was
condemned in Akali Conference held at Sri Anandpur Sahib.
(24-3-1959)
Martyrdom day of Bhai Subeg Singh and Bhai Shahbaz Singh.
(25-03-1745)
SGPC passed a resolution of 'Sikhs are a separate nation'.
(25-3-1981)
Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji. (Chet Vadi 13)
Fourth Shaheedi Jatha left Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Sri Anandpur

Sahib for Jaito. (27-3-1924)
Akali Dal renamed as Shiromani Akali Dal. (29-3-1922)
Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Amar Das Ji. (Chet Sudi 1)
Foundation of Sikh fort Ram Rouni (Amritsar) laid by the Sikhs.
(30-3-1747)

Chief Khalsa Diwan submitted a memorandum to the Viceroy
demanding for representative positions for the Sikhs in different
councils and services. (31-3-1911)
Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji. (Chet Sudi 4)
Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. (Chet Sudi 5)
Bhai Prithipal Singh died in Guru Ramdas hospital. He was brutly
beaten by the Police during Guru Ka Bagh Morcha (agitation).
(2-4-1924)
Sikhs visited Sri Nankana Sahib with black turbans and started
enrollment for Akali Dal. (4-4-1921)
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(b) Twenty-four Sikhs got martyred in police firing in Malerkotla
during the peaceful protest 'Rasta Roko morcha' by Shiromani

Akali Dal. (4-4-1983)
S April Sikhs decided to commemorate 21st february as martyrdom day

of the martyrs of Sri Nankana Sahib. (5-4-1921)
6 April Punjab Government banned 'Punjabi Suba Zindabad' slogan in

Amritsar district. (6-4-1955)
9 April Birth Day of Sahibzada Baba Jujhar Singh ji. (27 Chet)

11 April (a) Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. (Chet Sudi 14)
(b) Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji.  (Chet Sudi 14)

13 April (a) Khalsa Sajna Diwas. (1 Vaisakh)
(b) Sikh Dastar Diwas. (1 Vaisakh)

(c) Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji started digging of Sarover at Tarn Taran.

(13-4-1590)
(d) English government killed hundrends of innocents at Jallianwala

Bagh, Amritsar. (13-4-1919)

(e) Punjabilanguage became an official language at the secretariat

level in Punjab. (13-4-1968)

14 April (a) Civil disobedience movement launched in Punjab.

(14-4-1930)

(b) Government banned visitor meeting to the Sikh prisoners of
Jodhpur (Rajasthan). (14-4-1986)
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Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji

-Prof. Gurmeet Kaur

As it is said by Bhai Gurdas that at the advent of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the
social and political environment of India (or of the whole world) was full of sin. The
oppres-sion of the rulers was fully in power. What they said was the law of the land.
The higher officials the Nawabs and the Diwans (the nobles) were too much ahead
in oppress-ing and distressing the common man. The idolaters were addressed as
'Kafirs' (non believers). They were badly in-sulting their women and fleecing them
of their wealth and other possessions by force. They were of the view, that doing all
this was allowed according to their religious be-liefs. In this way they had crossed
all the limits of sinful acts. On the other hand the religious exponents (the priestly
class) were plundering and looting the common man. They themselves were ignorant
of religious knowledge and were also pushing the common man into the darkness
of igno-rance. Even the Kazis, in order to hide their misdeeds, were misinterpreting
the Quran. The Brahmans had been mixed with the Maleshhas (Muslim community).
They ate accord-ing to Muslim customs and even spoke their language; took money
from them and worshipping Puranas. Religiously. they were on the wrong track
and still they were proud of their higher status in the society. The Yogis and Sanyasis
92 were pretending renunciation and still fulfilled their needs from the householders.
According to Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the religion had flown away from the human
world. All the good qualities, honorable and religious life had van-ished. Only the
falsehood was spreading all around.

Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji was born in 1469 A.D. in Rai Bhoe Di Talwandi
which is now called Sri Nankana Sahib (Pakistan). The name of his father was
Mehta Kaliyan Das and the name of his mother was Mata Tripta Ji. His father was
an honorable and respectful person. He was the attor-ney of a distinguished
personality of the area, Rai Bular. He performed his duty with great ability, honesty
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and grace-fully. Therefore, all the people of the area respected and honoured him.
Rai Bular also had a great trust in him. Guru Sahib's elder sister was called 'Bebe
Nanaki'. She was five years elder to her brother. It was on the suggestion of 'Bebe
Nanaki' that his brother was named 'Nanak.' Sri Guru Nanank Dev Ji, used to call
her by the name as 'Bebe Ji'. She was the first person, who could realize the internal
di-vine light in Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji and followed his teach-ings. Later on, she
was married to Shri Jai Ram the Diwan of Sultanpur Lodhi.

Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji was not like a common child even in his childhood. He
was full of patience and having a thoughtful nature. Wherever he met a needy
person, he helped him with things from his own house. Due to these mysterious
acts of childhood he was very popular among the people around. He was sent to
school at the age of seven. He learnt Mathematics, studying book keeping and
accoun-tancy. He asked the Pandit if he had learnt something to teach him. The
Pandit had to face an other greater-pandit. The Pandit carried on teaching him without
thinking what the result would be. The Guru said, "What is the use of that education
which could not make us free from the influence of 'Maya' (wealth). The pandit
bowed his head before the spirituality of the Guru Sahib. The pandit got the bliss of
real education from the Guru. The Guru also taught him the lesson of 'Satnam'.
Guru Sahib learnt Persian language and Islamic literature from the local Maulavi.
He learnt the al-phabet of Arabic language in a single moment. The Maulavi was
full of, wonder and he declared him an embodiment of God. He had the grace of the
Lord of the universe-'Rub-ul-aalmin' on him. The Maulavi was also impressed by
his (Guru Nanak) light of knowledge. After that, feeling about his love for the
environment and the objects of nature, his father thought to give him task of animal
husbandry. Guru Sahib became the herdsman of cows and buffalos. Once he took
the animals in the fields. He sat in meditation. The animals entered the fields of
'Bhati-Jatt'. On seeing this the owner came running and said." He has come from
home for grazzing the cattle, but has slept under a shady tree". Guru Ji got up and
tried to console him but he was angry and he took him to Rai Bulaar. Rai Bulaar
sent a person to the fields to guess the damage so that he might give his decision.
When the fields were seen they were all in a good condi-tion. The man of Rai

Bulaar came back and told the reality. On hearing this Rai Bulaar came to know
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that miracle. He realized that Nanak (Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji) was a man of God.
After a few days, an other miracle was seen by Rai Bulaar, when riding his mare
and was coming back from the village. He saw that in the forest Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji was sleeping soundly under a tree. The cows and buffalos were all around
him. When came nearer, he saw that a snake had spread his hood above his face to
save him from the hot rays of the sun. Hearing the noise, the snake went away.
Guru Ji got up and look at Rai Bulaar with cheerfulness. Rai Bulaar put his head on
the feet of the Guru and he be-came his devotee from that day.

When he was nine years old, he was asked to perform the ceremony of putting
on Janeo. He opposed it saying that he would put on a Janeo which would never
become dirty and which would never be broken. It would reach with him up to the
court of God. He always remained in trance (meditating on the name of God). Seeing
him in this condi-tion his father thought that he was suffering from some curing him.
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji asked the vaid:

2T guTfemr 2udil UafF Ee® Tl BT o & ASEl aId aABH HIII (HfdT
0t)

(The physician is sent for to prescribe a remedy. Seizing my arm, he feels the
pulse. The simpleton physician knows not, that the pain is in the mind.)

His father was interested to set him in some profession or business. His father
gave him some money and asked him to buy few things from the near by village,
Chuharkana. Some sadhus met him on the way who were hungry. He spent the
whole money in the service of the sadhus. The place where Sri Guru Nanak Dev
fed the needy sadhus, a Gurdwara is situated there in the memory of this historical
event. His father was not satisfied with his behaviours and activities. He sent him to
Sultanpur Lodhi to stay with Shri Jai Ram Ji who recommended him for a job to the
Nawab Daulat Khan of Sultanpur Lodhi for a job his required edu-cation and good
behaviour. The Nawab, gave him the ser-vice in the Modikhana, where the grains
were collected as revenue, and were sold among the people. Guru Ji served very
well in Modikhana with ability, truth-fullness and taught the people how to weigh
properly and behave truth-fully. He also helped the needy remaining under his juris-
diction. According to Puratan Janam Sakhi, one day a needy person came to buy

corn. While weighing he stopped at the. utterance of thirteen (Tera(n)). Speaking
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"Tera' (qyrw-Yours). 'Tera' he got into ecstasy. Having seen such mysti-cal acts the
people bowed before the Guru with reverence. Some jealous people back-bited
against Guru Ji that he was losing the material of Modikhana. Under the influence
of envious people, the Nawab put the Guru ji behind the bars. When the accounts
were checked, the Guru Sahib was proved free of charge. The Nawab was convinced
of his honesty and ability and the back-biters had to feel ashamed of themselves.

Marriage ceremony of Guru Sahib was solemnised with the daughter of Shri
Mool Chand Ji, resident of Batala. The name of his wife was Bibi Sulakhani. He
had two sons-Baba Shri Chand Ji and Baba Lakhami Das Ji. Guru Ji ran Modikhana
with great ability. By this view, the father's at-titude towards Guru Ji became soft.
At night Guru Ji used to recite the hymns in the praise of God. A Muselman, Bhai
Mardana co-operated him producing music on Rabab.

As a daily routine one day at dawn he went to the river named Vein for taking
bath. During bath, he concentrated on God in such a way that he felt himself standing
before omnipotent God. God blessed him to fulfill his purpose of life. After three
days when he came out of the river, he ut-tered his first sermon, "We are neither
Hindus, nor Mus-lims".

AT IH 1Jg & HABHTS I mBT TH & Rig uaail (War 993€)

(I am neither a Hindu, nor a Muslim. My body and soul belong to him, who is
called God of Muslims and the Lord of Hindus)

This divine utterance had a deep impression on the people. On the basis of
Kazi's complaint against the Guru, he was brought before the Nawab and was asked
to justify and clarify his views. The Kazi and the Nawab went to the Masjid to
perform Nimaz or Salat. Guru Sahib did not join himself in performing Nimaz.
When the Kazi and he Nawab asked the Guru about it, he clarified that during the
Nimaz the Kazi was thinking of newly-born filly at home, and the Nawab was
thinking of buying horses in Kabul. Thus they were absent while they were performing
Nimaz. The Guru said. "If I did not perform the Nimaz it mattered nothing. "Hearing
this truth from Guru Sahib Kazi and Nawab felt ashamed of themselves.

After this incidence, he left the job of Daulat Khan. Guru Sahib made up his
mind to perform his duty to en-lighten the people that was given to him by God.
Taking Bhai Mardana with him, he went to Aimnabad and stayed at the house of
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Bhai Lalo, a carpenter by caste. Malik Bhago, the local faujdar invited him on a big
feast (Mahan Bhoj) at his home. But Guru Sahib preferred to eat the simple food of
honest labour at the house of Bhai Lalo. He refused the sweet-dishes of Mahan
Bhoj which were earned by wrong means. He advised Malik Bhago that his food
consisted of the hard-labour of the poor people. The blood of the poor was included
in his food. The food materials of Bhai Lalo was like nectar because he worked
hard honestly for his livelihood. The Guru said, "He felt something milk like in
Bhai Lalo's food". Hearing this Malik Bhago knelt at the feet of the Guru and
demanded for forgiveness. Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji established Bhai Lalo, the first
preacher of Sikhism. After that Guru Sahib went to a town named Tulamba near
Multan. There lived a person named Sajjan. Guru Ji went to meet him. Sajjan called
himself a sheikh. He had built a temple for the Hindus and the Mosque for the
Muslims. He had also built a sarai inn for the travellers and would make arrangements
for their food. At night he used to robbe the travellers, kill them and throw them into
a well. At night. Guru Ji recited the shabad:

RAZ AEt 5715 1 g&fenr &% géi5I (wiar 22¢)

(They alone are the friends who travel with me as I go along)

Sajjan realized about his sinful life. He was so im-pressed by the shabad that
he left his bad deeds and be-came a true friend of all. From Sajjan thug (arogue) he
became Sajjan in reality. This was the result of Guru's mag-netic spiritualism. The
Dera of Sajjan became the first Dharamshalla(The Religious centre) Guru Ji appointed
Sajjan as the preacher of this Dharamshalla. This was a small travel of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev ji in Punjab, but it was not less than a revolution in the field of religion.
In this way it was the first step to make people free from the clutches of priests and
inspired the people to be the devotees of one Akalpurakh (God). After that Guru
Sahib set off/for long Udasis (travels) having the object of

TIHTY HAZ & BETHTI (WidT €3¢)

(In search of the saints I have become a hermit)

The First Udasi (Towards East): In order to build the better religious environment
of this world, Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji travelled towards East, where there were
many reli-gious places of the Hindus in India. He went to these reli-gious places on

festivals so that he might talk to the reli-gious heads and could met the public in



Gurdwara Gazette 68 Chet (March 2025)

greater number. During this travel he reached Kurukhshetar. At the solar-eclipse a
great number of people were gathered at that reli-gious place. According to the
Hindu rites, they do not light fire during the eclipse, nothing is cooked, but cooking
meat has been a great sin. Guru Ji lighted fire and began to cook food. Seeing the
clouds of smoke the people got very an-gry with Guru Sahib. They spoke ill of him.
But Guru Ji with his pious thought cooled down their anger. Impressed by the logical
thoughts and impressive personality of the Guru Ji, the people followed the teachings
of the Guru Sahib and became his followers. From there, Guru Ji went to the famous
centre of the Hindu religion, Haridwar. In Haridwar many people were bathing in
the river Ganga. Guru Ji saw. while bathing the people were throwing water towards
the East. Without asking any question Guru Ji started throw-ing water towards the
West. The people were wondered to see it and asked Guru Ji the reason of throwing
water to-wards the West. Then Guru Ji asked why they were throwing water towards
the East. They answered that they were giving water to their forefathers in the other
world (Heaven). The Guru said, "I am watering my fields in Punjab the West." The
people laughed at him and asked how can this water reach your fields at such a long
distance. Then Guru Ji clarified, if the water that he threw, could not reach in this
world, how could the water that they throw, could reach their forefathers in the
other world. The people knelt be-fore the Guru due to his logical view points and
leaving their whims and fallacies became the followers of the Guru.

Guru Sahib followed pilgrim route and reached a cen-tre of Yogis which was
called Gorakhmatta at that time. Here he had long discourses with Siddhas on matter
of reli-gion and metaphysics later on this place was named as Nanakmatta. Guru
Sahib reached Benars and had a lengthy discourse with Pandit Chatur Das an idol
worshiper. At Benares Guru Sahib also met Bhagat Kabir and Bhagat Ravidas and
collected their hymms. Later on there hymns compiled in Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji
by Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji. Guru Sahib reached Gaya and there an old histori-cal
Gurudwara is seen in the memory of Gurus visit. From Gaya Guru Sahib reached at
Patna. Here he meet Salas Rai Johri. Guru Sahib gave a diamond to Bhai Mardana
and asked for knowing the value of it. Bhai Mardana after mak-ing some inquiry
reached Salas Rai. Salas Rai saw the dia-mond and returned it to Bhai Mardana and

gave him Rs. 100 as worth seeing token money. Guru Sahib returned the money
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and make aware Salas Rai about the importance of human life. Guru Sahib appointed
Salas Rai as preacher and installed there a Dharamshalla. Guru Sahib reached Kamrup
(Assam). Guru Sahib had an encounter with Nurshah. The lady was famous for her
charms and had nearly succeeded in misleading Bhai Mardana. Guru Sahib made

her to understand the futility of her ways and pre-vailed upon her to shed her villainy
and belief in sorcery. She was impressed and became a follower of the Guru Ji.

From there he travelled upward to Dhaka. The tradition of Guru's stay is still current
there. An old water well is asso-ciated with Guru Nanak's visit. Bhai Gurdas

mentioned Dhaka as a centre of Sikhism. Starting from Dhaka Guru Nanak took the
road leading to Jagannath Puri. At this place Brahmins were performing. Aarti before
the idol of Jagannath. Guru Sahib told them that nature always in its various way is

performing the Aarti of Almighty. Guru Sahib's famous hymn alluding to this theme
is available on page thirteen of Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji: "Gagan Mai Thaal Rav

Chand Deepak Bane" The Pandit of Jagannath bowed before Sri Guru Nanak Dev

Ji. Now a Gurudwara has been built there. The biography of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
by Ishwar Dans states that Sri Guru Nanak Dev and Chaitanya met at the historic

temple of Puri.

The Second Udasi (Towards South): After staying for a short time in Punjab
Guru Sahib started for the second Udasi. During this Udasi Guru Sahib reached
Bikaner where, there 1s a famous Temple of Jains. The Jains think that their Dharma
is not to kill any creatures; so they walk bare footed, do not take bath and comb hair
so that lice may not be killed. They cover the mouth with piece of cloth so that the
invis-ible creatures in air may not enter in their lungs and die. Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Jiadvised such people to rise above the whims of non-violence and prepared them
to recite the Name of God.

&5 edlaf3 HiT #1& 3R sl eftr rardt (wiar 98¢)

(They spread out ordure, with their mouths, suck its ordure and dread to look
at water)

On the way he came to know about a special tribe who were man-eaters
(Cannibal) whose chief was called Kauda Rakhash. He was about to throw Mardana
into the boiling oil cauldron but hearing, the spiritual shabad from Sri Guru Nanak

Dev Ji he stopped himself from doing immoral ac-tivity. He fell on the pious feet of
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the Guru and gave up killing human beings. Guru Sahib blessed him with spiri-tual
knowledge. After that Guru Sahib reached Sangladeep. There was a king named
Shivnabh. Hearing about Guru's arrival he sent beautiful girls pretending Guru's
welcome. The Guru said, "My dear daughters, go away; recite the Name of God;
God has already filled my mind with love and af-fection; the king Shivnabh fell on
the feet of the Guru Sahib Ji and became his follower.

The Third Udasi (Towards North): After staying for sometime at Talwandi,
Guru Sahib started for his third Udasi. Bhai Gurdas in his vars and writers have
mention in their Janam shakhis the Guru's arrival at Sumer Parbat. Here the Sidhas
asked Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji the first question: What power brings you here'?

a8z Aafs 3fg 88 fenrdh (¥ q, 2%)

"Kaun shakat tuhe ethe liayi."

Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji told them that it was the power of shabad that is given
to him by God. He told them that salvation is possible only by reciting the Name of
God. By understanding the spiritual knowledge of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji the Sidhas
took help from miracles, giving him cu-pel (bowl) asked the Guru to bring water
from the nearby pond. Guru came back and told them that there was no wa-ter at all.
They felt ashamed to hear this and bowed their heads before the spiritual power of
the Guru. The dialogue at Sumer Parbat, between Guru Sahib and Sidhas has been
included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib under the heading: Sidh Goshat (p-938 to 946).
From Sumer Guru Ji reached, Hemus Gaunpa by way of Ladakh. 'Even now', the
people there worship Guru Nanak by calling him 'Nanak Lama'. During this Udasi
Guru Sahib also visited Mattan Sahib and fur-ther reached Sialkot where Guru Ji
sent Mardana to buy truth by one paisa and falsehood by one paisa. Bhai Mula Ji
taking two paisas wrote on the two pieces of paper-Life is False; Death is True.

Guru Ji placed these two pieces of paper before Pir Hamja Gauns. Hamja
Gauns confirmed that in the city all the people are not unreligious even religious
people are also there. Pir Hamja Gauns bowed before the powerful sword of
spirituality of Guru Nanak.

The Fourth Udasi (Towards West): Staying for some-time at Talwandi Guru
Ji made up his mind to visit Madhya Purbi Desh. This time, he decided to visit

different famous places that belongs to Islam. Those who travel for Mecca they are
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called Hazis. Therefore, Guru Ji dressed himself as a Hazi, the clothes of blue colour,
a book in his one arm-pit, and in the other a prayer carpet, an 'Assa’ (a stick) in hand.
Bhai Mardana was his companion. From Talwandi they reached Pakpatan where
Guru Ji met Sheikh Abrahim the Chief of the Sufis belonging to Chistis school of
Sufism. Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji reached Mecca by a ship. Mecca is a famous city. It
has an important place in the History of world religion. From the Advent of Islam,
Mecca had been a sig-nificant Trade centre. Reaching Mecca Guru Ji slept plac-ing
feet towards Kabba. In Muslim world, where ever they lived the people perform
Nimaz and pay their respect to Kabba. To spread feet towards Kabba is supposed to
be a big sin. When the Hazis saw Guru Ji sleeping spreading feet towards Kabba
they got angry and began shouting loudly. A Punjabi Hazi, named Jivan kicked the
Guru and spoke ill of the Guru. Guru Sahib began to laugh and asked him lovingly,
"Dear friend, I am an alien, place my legs towards the direction where there is no
home of God". When Jivan moved Guru's legs the Kaba also moved. In this way
Guru Sahib made the Hazis understand the Nirgun Swaroop of God. He told them
that God 1s omnipresent. The next day many Hazis sat around the Guru Ji and
began to dis-cuss about religious subjects. They asked the Guru Ji if he was a Hindu
or a Muslim. The Guru Ji answered that he was neither a Hindu nor a Muslim, he
was man of five elements; and the creation of God. The Hazis further asked who
would be accepted in the court of God, a Hindu or a Muslim. The Guru Ji answered
that it depends upon good deeds. Bhai Gurdas's Var No. Ist, Pauree 33 witnesses:

T wiT] THIT BT wHST g8 €5 getil (@79 9-33-89)

fde HrEHTS Bf egalfa nfeg Bafs & gehl (79 9-33-Y)

(Baba replied to the pilgrim hajis, that, without good deeds both will have to
weep and wail. Only by being a Hindu or a Muslim one can not get accepted in the
court of the Lord.)

The Hazis demanded anything as a token, Guru Sahib gave them his shoes
(Kharavan). From Mecca Guru Ji reached Bagdad by way of Madina, the city which
was full of Muslim Scholars. There he met Fakir Shah Behlol. Even now there
stands a Commemorative ambush in the memory of the Guru's visit. Behind the
rostrum a few words written on the wall show that Guru Sahib visited the city in
(929 Hizri) 1520-21 A.D. At that time Kabul was under the rule of Babar. Guru
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Sahib built a Sikh Daramshala there and appointed the preachers.

From Kabul by way Jalalabad and Khyber Pass Guru Ji reached Hassan Abdal.
A proud Faqir Wali Kandhari lived on a hill. The people of Hassan Abdal felt
happy to meet the Guru. They got spiritual satisfaction but Wali Kandhari could not
tolerate it. In anger, he stoped the wa-ter flow which was the only source of water
for the resi-dents. The people's requests had no effect on the angry Wali. Guru Ji
sent Bhai Mardana Ji to Wali for request. He was adamant and proud. He refused
even the request of Bhai Mardana Ji. In the end, remembering God Guru Sahib dug
a piece of stone from underneath the hill. The water began to flow. The people of
the town applauded the Guru ji for this miracle. Seeing this Wali Kandhari got more
angry and moved a big stone towards the Guru ji from the hill. When the big stone
was about to reach the Guru, he remembered God and placed his hand before the
stone. The stone stopped there with a mark of Guru's palm and five fingers. Seeing
this miracle the Wali bowed before the Guru ji and begged for forgiveness. At this
place, there has been a splendid Gurdwara, "Panja Sahib" in Pakistan.

From has an abdol Guru Ji reached Saidpur. It was the time when Babar had
attacked the city in 1521-22 A.D. See-ing the massacre and bloodshed in the city.
Guru Sahib sung and this incident in Gurbani is included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
From Saidpur Guru Ji reached at Talwandi. After visiting Talwandi and Sultanpur
he reached Kartarpur at the bank of the river Ravi. Here, Guru Sahib were stayed
with his family and began to cultivate his land as a farmer. In Kartarpur, Guru Ji was
blessing the people with the knowledge of God realization and divine recitation.
The people were getting satisfied with the spiritual knowledge bestowed upon them
by the Guru Sahib. The divine verse was read and recited in the morning and in the
evening. Guru Sahib was dispelling all doubts from the minds of the people and
showering spiritual coolness on the painful hearts. In this way Guru Sahib was
enabling the common people to meet God.

During this period he came to know that on the fair of Shivratri Some Sidhas
and Yogis were showing tricks and plundering the innocent people. This tour at
Achhal batala is also known as fifth Udasi of Guru Sahib. Taking Bhai Mardana Ji
with him, Guru Ji reached Achhal and stayed at some distance from the Fair and

began to recite Gurbani. The congregation came there to hear the recita-tion. The
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Sidhas and Yogi Bhangernath questioned Guru Sahib. Why he had taken off the
robes of Udasi sect and put on the clothes of householder. With a stire, he asked to
Guru ji that his act was like mixing beverage (Kanji) with milk. Guru Ji answered
that he was in search of Gurmukh. When he completed his task he became a
householder again. Guru Ji told Bhangarnath that the householders were greater
than the Sidhas and Yogis. They had no right to call them smaller. The Sidhas and
Yogis had to go to their houses for food and cloth. Why should they be criticized
who served the sidhas and yogis. He told him that they were actually of idler nature.
The Guru ji said to them, "Y our thinking is quite wrong as you do not do hard work
for your earning and preferred to live in forests without family but beg ev-erything
of your needs from them. What type of Yog is yours? You see we live in family;
serve our parents, bring up our children, work hard to earn our livelihood, remem-
ber God and share our food with others. This is my yoga system and we ask our
followers to follow the same". Hear-ing the truthful arguments they became silent.
Then they tried to terrify Guru Sahib through their yoga miracles (Ridhian/Sidhian)
but all in vain. When they found that they were defeated they asked the Guru:

T $®fe 7S a76ar 31T AdT & JTHS feusEt

5 feu® niAT & 317 faf fem nedt &t (279 9, 82)

(Siddhas spoke, 'Listen O Nanak! you have shown miracles to the world. Why
are you late in showing some to us.)

Hearing the Sidhas, the Guru said:

g5 §% 519 Al wiff 2ufE Adit A3 & arEt

g9 Hafz g3t faaT gdt 62 adt @ gt (@79 9, 82)

(Baba replied, 'O respected Nath! I have nothing

worthshowing to you. I have no support except of the Guru (God), holy
congregation, and the Word (Bani).)

Guru ji said that he had no other miracle without the truthful Name of God.
This whole explanation is written in the first Var, Pauree 42 and 43, by Bhai Gurdas.
Hearing truthful answers based on logic the Sidhas and Yogis ac-cepted defeat.
After this these ascetics never dared doing such dialogue with Guru's House. After
the incident of Achhal Batala, Guru Ji, came to know that false Pirs and Faqirs in

Multan, putting the people in doubts and whims troubled them and also put them on
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the wrong path. The city of Multan was full of such pirs and faqirs. When they
heard about the arrival of the Guru Sahib they sent a bowl full of milk to the Guru,
symbolizing that the city was al-ready full of Pirs and Fagqirs, hence there is no space
for anyone else. Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji plucked a flower of Jasmine and placed on
the milk in the bowl symbolizing that he was not to disturb anybody. Many famous
Pirs and Faqirs came to the congregations of the Guru ji and all were impressed by
the spiritual knowledge of the Guru Sahib.

After the visit of Multan, Guru Sahib came to Kartarpur. He flourished the
plant of Sikhism for nearly twenty years. All sikh institutions began to work perfectly
under the guid-ance of the Guru Sahib such as (Nitnem) daily prayer (Langar),
(Sangat), (Seva) service for humanity etc. After-ward this practice was become the
part of Sikh culture. According to Bhai Gurdas ji in Kartarpur the process of Nitnaem
was going on perfectly well. Jap Ji Sahib is read in the morning, So Dar (Rehras) in
the evening and Sohila before sleeping. This process had been fully established.

Feg »ra3t aretit »ififz @& A BgraTil (379 FET JaevH A

Guru J1 himself was practising the three pointed pro-grams, honest labour (Kirat
Karna), recitation of God's Name (Naam Japna), sharing the earning among others
(Vand Chhakna).

Bhai Lehna Ji came to Guru Sahib near about 1531 A.D. He was so much
impressed by the spiritual approach of Guru Ji that he had made Guru's feet his
permanent home. Bhai Lehani Ji passed his time in the service of Guru Sahib. Service
to needy people and recitation of the Name of God became the part of his life.
Seeing Bhai Lehna's faith, de-votion, ability, obedience in Sikhism, Guru Ji was
over-whelmed. Bhai Lehana Ji always obeyed Guru's orders hap-pily and completed
every task given to him by Guru Sahib. Guru Ji saw that Bhai Lehana Ji outscored
in all the virtues than other Sikhs and his own sons Baba Sri Chand Ji and Baba
Lakhmi Das Ji. He passed every test that he was put into. Guru Ji thought that he
was the only person who could be able to manage the institutions of Sikh religion.
As he had understood the core part of Sikhism. After tough ex-aminations, Sri Guru
Nanak Dev ji blessed Bhai Lehna Ji with Guruship in 1539 A.D. and bowed his
own head be-fore Lehana Ji and made him Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji. the second

Guru of the Sikhs. The Guru Sahib knew that his sons would oppose the new Guru,
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so he advised him to stay at Khadoor Sahib. As it is written in the Var composed by

Rai Satta and Balwand, he at once obeyed the orders of his Master and set for

Khadoor Sahib. The sikh congregations came to Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji and got

blessings as they used to get blessings from the previous Guru, Sri Guru Nanak Dev

Ji. because in both of them the divine light was same. Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji composed
977 Shabads in 20 Ragas. Among his compositions Jap Ji Sahib, Sidh Gosht. Patti,

Dakhani Oankaar, Aarti, etc. are his famous Banis. Jap Ji Sahib is one of the Nitneme
Banis. Every Sikh is or-dained to read or hear it in the ambrosial hours (Amrit

Vela). All of his Bani is included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib which is bringing out the
people from darkness to Light. After performing his duties ordained by God, the

Guru Sahib went to heavenly abode in 1539 A.D. at Kartarpur in Pakistan. From

Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji to Sri Guru Ram Das Ji

(From the book 'Study of the Sikhism (Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information)
Part-1)

READERS PAY ATTENTION

Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. -Editor
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC's executive dismissed Jathedar of Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh

Head Granthi Giani Jagtar Singh will perform executive

services at Takht Sahib

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) in its
executive committee meeting today, accepted the report of the investigation panel
formed in relation to Jathedar of Takht Sri Damdama Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh
and dismissed him from service. Giving information about the decision, SGPC
secretary Partap Singh said that this decision has been taken unanimously on the
report of the investigation panel. Only three members registered their dissenting
note in this regard, while the remaining members of the SGPC executive committee
who attended the meeting agreed to the dismissal of Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh
on the basis of the report. He said that the investigation has proven the allegations
against Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh and this action has been taken by the executive
committee with regards to the honour and dignity of the Takht that has been hurt.
Partap Singh said that the executive committee has for the time being assigned the
services of the Jathedar to Giani Jagtar Singh, the Head Granthi of Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib, in place of Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh.

Along with this, in the executive meeting, a decision was also made to provide
financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh to the family of Satnam Singh, who died of fall
while performing service of Nishan Sahib’s attire at Gurdwara Sri Kandh Sahib in
Batala. Apart from this, matters related to various Gurdwaras, educational institutions,
trust department and other works related to the SGPC were discussed and simplified.

The SGPC executive meeting was attended by SGPC President Advocate
Harjinder Singh Dhami, Senior Vice President Raghujit Singh Virk, Junior Vice
President Baldev Singh Kalyan, General Secretary Sher Singh Mandwala, executive
members Amrik Singh Vichhoa, Surjit Singh Tugalwal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa,
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Surjit Singh Garhi, Baldev Singh Qaimpur, Daljit Singh Bhinder, Sukhharpreet
Singh Rode, Ravinder Singh Khalsa, Jaswant Singh Purain, Paramjit Singh Raipur,
Chief Secretary Kulwant Singh Manan, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, Secretary Partap
Singh, Sukhminder Singh, additional secretary Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, personal
secretary Shahbaz Singh, assistant secretary Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh
Khairabad, Harbhajan Singh Vakta and legal advisor Advocate Amanbir Singh
Siali. February 10

Sajjan Kumar should get exemplary punishment
in Sikh genocide case: Advocate Dhami

SGPC President welcomes Delhi's Rouse Avenue Court's

conviction of Sajjan Kumar

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami welcomed the Delhi Rouse Avenue Court’s
conviction of Congress leader Sajjan Kumar in Delhi Sikh Genocide case related to
murder of two Sikhs in Saraswati Vihar and expected the strictest punishment for
the him.

Advocate Dhami said that the 1984 Sikh Genocide is marked as the peak of
the cruel act against humanity in human history, whose victims are still struggling
for justice for nearly four decades, which is shameful for the world's largest
democracy. Now that Congress leader Sajjan Kumar has been found guilty in a
case of Sikh Genocide, he should be given exemplary punishment. He said that
apart from Sajjan Kumar, many other Congress leaders including Jagdish Tytler
were involved in the Sikh Genocide and every culprit should be given severe
punishment.

The SGPC President said that instead of healing the wounds of the Sikhs, the
Congress, the enemy of the Sikhs, has always rewarded the perpetrators of the Sikh
Genocide by giving them high positions. He said that this decision of the court will
heal some sentiments of the Sikhs. He demanded from the Government of India that
the cases related to the 1984 Sikh Genocide ongoing in different parts of the country
should be proceeded through fast track courts so that there is no further delay in
justice. The SGPC President also demanded that a resolution of condolence and
apology for the Sikh Genocide should be passed in the India Parliament, as this will
be a tribute to the innocent Sikh citizens killed in 1984 in their own country.

February 12
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SGPC clarifies facts about 1999 resolution made
viral on social media

Resolution rejected by General house session of March 30,

1999: Kulwant Singh Mannan

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has taken
notice of the act of creating confusion in the Sikh world by making a resolution of
the SGPC’s Dharam Prachar Committee (DPC) viral on social media by some people
without knowing the reality and has clarified the correct facts about it.

SGPC chief secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan said in a statement that Resolution
No. 1457 of the DPC meeting held on February 20, 1999 is being made viral on
social media, which was rejected during the SGPC’s General house session. He
said that often in the meetings of the SGPC's executive committee, DPC and Sikh
Itihas Research Board, many resolutions are forwarded for approval, which are
finally approved by the General house meeting of the SGPC for their implementation
as policy. Especially in the matter of formulating a policy, the approval of the General
house meeting is absolutely necessary. If any resolution is passed by the lower
committees in a non-principled manner, the General house reserves the right to reject
it. He said that the above resolution was passed in the DPC meeting on February 20,
1999, which did not fall within its jurisdiction. Therefore, this resolution was rejected
in the annual budget meeting held on March 30, 1999 under the leadership of the
then SGPC President Bibi Jagir Kaur, through Resolution No. 201 and the Dharam
Prachar Committee was ordered to work within its limits. SGPC chief secretary
appealed to the Sangat to remain completely alert against such mischief in view of
the current Panthic situation and not to forward any document related to the Sikh
organization SGPC on social media without verification. 25 February

SGPC pay 13.44 lakh for education fees of
Sikligar and Vanjara Sikh children

Amritsar— The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
released Rs 13.44 lakh to cover the school and college fees of Sikligar and Vanjara
Sikh children. The amount was personally handed over to schools principals by
SGPC members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Dharam
Parchar Committee (DPC) member Sukhwarsh Singh Pannu and DPC secretary
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Balwinder Singh Kahlwan for 111 students studying in Raipur and various parts of
Chhattisgarh.

The SGPC has a standing commitment to support the education of Sikligar
and Vanjara Sikh children by covering their annual school fees, ensuring they become
self-reliant. As part of this initiative, the committee sends funds directly to various
educational institutions every year.

Providing further details, Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta stated that the SGPC
delegation personally visited schools and colleges in Raipur and Chhattisgarh to
ensure the direct transfer of fees for these students. He emphasized that, in line with
SGPC’s prior decisions, entire annual fees are deposited at once, allowing for efficient
utilization of the funds.

“The purpose of this financial assistance is to empower Sikligar and Vanjara
Sikh children through education, enabling them to stand on their own feet in the
future,” Mehta said.

Accompanying the delegation were Gurmeet Singh Saini, in-charge of SGPC’s
Sikh Mission at Raipur and Mohandeep Singh, Gurdwara inspector.

SGPC remains committed to uplifting underprivileged Sikh community
members and ensuring access to quality education for their children. February 26

SGPC condemns mob attack on Sikh businessman
in Rishikesh, urges strict action

Uttarakhand government should take strict action against
culprits- Kulwant Singh Mannan

In view of disrespect of turban and Kes, sections of hurting
religious sentiments should be added to FIR- Kulwant

Singh Mannan

Amritsar— The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
strongly condemned the attack on a Sikh businessman in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand
by mob and the vandalism of his showroom. Taking serious note of the incident,
SGPC Chief Secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan has written to Uttarakhand Chief
Minister (CM) Pushkar Singh Dhami and the state police, demanding swift and
stringent action against the perpetrators.

Mannan emphasized that viral footage of the attack that took place on Sunday,
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clearly shows a mob not only physically assaulting Sikh traders but also pelting
stones at their showrooms, causing significant damage. He pointed out that the mob
forcibly removed the victim Sikh’s turban, an act of sacrilege, and desecrated his
Kes (unshorn hair). Given these religious violations, he urged the authorities to add
sections of hurting religious sentiments in the case against the culprits.

The SGPC has reached out to the victim and assured full support. According
to the businessman, a local Congress councillor has been harassing Sikh traders for
some time and is allegedly behind this attack. Mannan, in his letter to the Chief
Minister Uttarakhand, has urged the state government to ensure a fair investigation,
identify all culprits, and take immediate legal action. Furthermore, the SGPC has
called upon governments at all levels to safeguard the rights and security of minority
Sikhs across India. March 3

SGPC announces budget session on March 28; key
decisions taken on Jathedar appointments

Giani Kuldeep Singh Gadgaj appointed as Jathedar of
Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib, to perform services as officiating
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib as well

Baba Tek Singh appointed as Jathedar of Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib

Amritsar: The Executive Committee (EC) of the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) convened a meeting today at the SGPC office under
the leadership of its Senior Vice President Raghujit Singh Virk. The meeting was
attended by SGPC’s Junior Vice President Baldev Singh Kalyan, General Secretary
Sher Singh Mandwala and EC members Bibi Harjinder Kaur, Amrik Singh Vachhoa,
Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Surjit Singh Garhi, Baldev Singh
Kaimpur, Daljit Singh Bhinder, Sukhharpreet Singh Rode, Ravinder Singh Khalsa,
Jaswant Singh Purain, Paramjit Singh Raipur, Chief Secretary Kulwant Singh
Mannan.

Giving information through a press release issued after the EC meeting, Senior
Vice President Raghujit Singh Virk said that it was unanimously decided to hold
the SGPC's annual budget session on March 28 at 12 noon at Teja Singh Samundri
Hall, Amritsar and the resignation of the SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh
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Dhami was also kept pending again. The budget for the year 2025-26, encompassing
SGPC, Gurdwara Sahib management, Dharam Prachar Committee, educational
institutions, and other related matters, will be presented for discussion and approval,
he said.

One of the key resolutions passed in the EC meeting pertained to leadership
changes at prominent Sikh Takhts.

About other decisions, Raghujit Singh Virk said that Jathedar Giani Raghbir
Singh has been relieved from his duties as Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib and will
now serve as the Head Granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib. Similarly, charge
of officiating Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib has been taken back from Giani
Sultan Singh, but he will continue serving as a Granthi at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar
Sahib.

He said that Sikh scholar and renowned Kathawachak Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gadgaj has been appointed as the new Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib.
Additionally, he will serve as the acting Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib until an
appointment is made. He said that religious figure Baba Tek Singh, head of Bunga
Mastuana, Damdama Sahib has been appointed as Jathedar of Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib.

Raghujit Singh Virk emphasized that the appointment of a new Jathedar for
Sri Akal Takht Sahib will be done only after extensive consultations with Sikh
institutions, Jathebandis and Sampradas and in the meantime, Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gadgaj will serve as officiating Jathedar of Akal Takht Sahib.

Explaining the rationale behind changing the Jathedars, Raghujit Singh stated
that Sri Akal Takht Sahib is the supreme authority of Miri Piri (Sikh doctrine of
close relationship between religion and politics), established by Guru Hargobind
Sahib, and remains the spiritual and political center of Sikh governance. However,
in the face of growing challenges, the leadership of the former Jathedar Giani Raghbir
Singh, was deemed inadequate in guiding the Panth and addressing contemporary
issues effectively.

He highlighted concerns over increasing divisions within Sikh institutions, rising
threats to Sikh identity worldwide and the alleged failure of the former Jathedar to
take a firm stance on critical Panthic matters. His inconsistent statements and
reluctance to address serious incidents impacting Sikh values and morality led to
disappointment among the Sikh Sangat.

“In this era of globalization, the Jathedar of Sr1 Akal Takht Sahib must provide
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clear, unwavering leadership to safeguard Sikh interests. Unfortunately, Giani
Raghbir Singh’s inconsistent approach has weakened Panthic unity instead of
strengthening it. Given these serious shortcomings, the Executive Committee decided
to retire him from the post of Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib,” said Raghujit Singh
Virk.

Reaffirming SGPC’s commitment to upholding Sikh traditions and institutions,
Raghujit Singh Virk stated that since its establishment under the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act of 1925, SGPC has tirelessly worked towards managing Sikh institutions,
promoting Gurbani, preserving Sikh history and spreading the universal message of
Sikh faith. The organization remains dedicated to addressing contemporary challenges
facing the Panth with unity and resolve.

The meeting was also attended by OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, secretaries Partap
Singh, Sukhminder Singh, Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, Personal Secretary Shahbaz
Singh, Assistant Secretary Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh Khairabad and Legal

Advisor Advocate Amanbir Singh Siali, among others. March 7

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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