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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ April to 15" May)

17 April (a) Sikhs captured Lahore and that brought ending to the Afghan

rule. (17-4-1765)
(b) 16th Shaheedi Jatha left Akal Takhat Sahib for Jaito.(17-4-1925)
18 April Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib ji.
(Vaisakh Vadi 5)
20 April (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Arjan Dev Sahib ji.
(Vaisakh Vadi 7)
(b) Birth Day of Bhagat Dhanna Ji. (8 Vaisakh)

21 April (a) Birth of eminent Sikh Scholar Giani Ditt Singh.  (21-4-1853)
24 April (a) Shiromani Akali Dal decided to launch a peaceful agitation for

Punjabi Suba. (24-4-1955)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal launched agitation to stop Satluj-Yamuna
Link Canal. (24-4-1982)
25 April Treaty of Amritsar signed between East India Company (the
British) and Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (25-4-1809)
27 April Special Jatha of 101 Sikhs left for Jaito da Morcha from
Sri Akal Takht Sahib. (27-4-1925)
28 April Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Angad Dev Sahib ji.
(Vaisakh Sudi 1)
29 April Shiromani Akali Dal announced to launch an agitation for the
return of Chandigarh to Punjab. (29-4-1968)
30 April General Hari Singh Nalua martyred at Jamraud. (30-4-1837)
3 May Shaheedi Jor Mela Sri Mukatsar Sahib. (21 Vaisakh)
5 May (a) Birth Day of S. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. (5 May, 1723)

(b) Indianregime disbanded the Sikh States and formed a province
within India under the name "Patiala and East Punjab State Union
(PEPSU). (5-5-1948)
6 May Delhi Police did firing at Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib. (6-5-1930)
10 May (@) The 6th martyrdom group (Shaheedi Jatha) of Singhs from
Ferozepur reached to Amritsar on May 9 and left for Jaiton from
Sri Akal Takhat Sahib on May 10. (10-05-1924)
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(b) Master Tara Singh took a group (Jatha) of 100 Singhs from Sri
Akal Takht Sahib to protest against the killings of Sikhs and
Pathans at Peshawar. (10-5-1930)
(C) Shiromani Akali Dal organized a protest against the unannounced
ban on the slogan "Punjabi Suba Zindabad" (Long Live Punjab
State). (10-5-1955)
11 May (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Amar Das Sahib Ji.
(Vaisakh Sudi 14)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal passed "Sikhs are a separate Nation"

resolution. (11-5-1981)

12 May Sirhind Fateh Diwas by Baba Banda Singh Bahadur.
(12 May, 1710)
15 May Maharani Jind Kaur (Rani Jindan) was first taken from the fort

of Sheikhupure to Banaras and then detained in the fort of Chunar
(Mirzapur) and her pension was reduced from 48,000 rupees to
12,000 rupees per annum. (15-5-1848)

Readers pay attention
Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. -Editor
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC's response to ceremony for appointment of
Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib

SGPC held brief ceremony to avoid conflict: Secretary SGPC

Amritsar: Responding to the misleading propaganda being made about the
appointment of the newly appointed Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib and
officiating Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, Giani Kuldeep Singh Gargaj, Secretary
of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) Partap Singh said that
in view of the current Panthic situation, the appointment of the Jathedar was held in
a brief manner to avoid any conflict between the community members. He said that
the SGPC respects Sikh organizations and does not want any conflict to arise among
Sikhs. He said that the ceremony for the appointment of Giani Kuldeep Singh, who
was appointed as the Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib by the SGPC’s Executive
Committee, was held on March 10, but due to opposition from some Nihang Singh
organizations and reports of deteriorating atmosphere from the administration, this
ceremony was held in a brief manner. He said that Jathedar Giani Kuldeep Singh
had reached Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib in the Amrit Vela, following which, Ardas
(Sikh prayer) was offered by Giani Joginder Singh, Head Granthi of Takht Sri
Kesgarh Sahib in the presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and he was then given
turban by the Panj Piaras (five beloved ones) of the Takht. After this, Jathedar Giani
Kuldeep Singh went into the sanctum sanctorum of the Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib to
pay obeisance and joined the first Ardas in the morning. At this time, a large number
of Sikh devotees were also present at the Takht.

He said that it is completely wrong that when Giani Kuldeep Singh to Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib, the Shastars (weapons) were not in place at the Takht. When
Giani Kuldeep Singh went to pay obeisance at Takht Sahib, the historical weapons
had been kept after the morning service and presented.

Partap Singh said that Hola Mohalla is celebrated with community’s grandeur
at Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib and the presence of the Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh
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Sahib in these events is necessary. In view of this, the Sewa Sambhal Samagam was
organized. He appealed to the devotees to be wary of misleading propaganda.
March 11

Attack on devotees at Sri Guru Ramdas Niwas:
Police should take strict action against culprits

SGPC demands investigation and disclosure of attackers’
identities

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
strongly condemned the shocking attack on devotees and sewadars (attendants) at
Sri Guru Ramdas Niwas of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib. SGPC has urged the
police administration to take immediate and stringent action against the culprits and
to disclose their identities to the public.

SGPC Secretary Partap Singh described the incident as potentially part of a
larger conspiracy and called for a thorough police investigation to uncover the truth.
Providing details of the attack, he stated that while Sikh devotees from around the
world had gathered to pay obeisance at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib on the
occasion of the new Nanakshahi year, an attacker entered Sri Guru Ramdas Niwas
around 12 noon and suddenly launched an assault on devotees and sewadars using
an iron rod.

As a result of this brutal attack, three devotees from Mohali, Bathinda and
Patiala, along with two sewadars of Sri Darbar Sahib, sustained injuries. Alarmingly,
one sewadar and a devotee from Bathinda have suffered severe head injuries and
remain in critical condition. The injured individuals were immediately admitted to
Sri Guru Ramdas Hospital at Vallah managed by the SGPC, where all necessary
medical arrangements are being provided by the organization.

He said that due to swift response and surveillance footage from the CCTV
cameras installed within the Sri Darbar Sahib complex, the attacker and one of his
accomplice was apprehended and handed over to the police. Now, it is imperative
that the police administration conducts a rigorous investigation to expose the culprits
and the forces behind this brutal act.

Expressing deep concern, Partap Singh lamented that such incidents appear to
be part of a deliberate conspiracy aimed at disturbing the peace at Sachkhand Sri
Harmandar Sahib, a sacred site revered for its universal message of humanity. He
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further warned that attempts are being made to instill fear among global Sikh devotees
regarding the sanctity and safety of this holy site.

Reiterating his appeal to the government and law enforcement agencies, the
SGPC Secretary emphasized that there should be no leniency in taking action against
the perpetrators. The SGPC demands a swift and transparent investigation to ensure

justice and strict punishment to culprits. March 14

Mistreatment of Sikh pilgrims in Himachal
Pradesh is unacceptable - Advocate Dhami

Government must take strict action against communal

elements - Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has strongly condemned the anti-Sikh
activities taking place in Himachal Pradesh and has called upon the state government
to take action against communal elements.

In a press statement issued from the SGPC office, Advocate Dhami said that
Sikh devotees often travel across different parts of the country to visit sacred
gurdwaras, but it is unfortunate that in Himachal Pradesh, Sikhs are being targeted
by certain individuals. These individuals are forcibly removing the Nishan Sahib, as
well as images and flags of community’s martyr Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa
Bhindranwale and other Sikh leaders from the vehicles of Sikh pilgrims. This is
creating an atmosphere of fear among Sikh pilgrims. Advocate Dhami stated that
such incidents are not in the national interest. He emphasized that it must never be
forgotten that the existence of a multi-religious and multi-cultural society in the country
today is due to the sacrifices made by Sikhs for the nation.

He said that everyone has the full right to protect the values of their faith and to
visit their religious shrines. The incidents occurring with Sikh pilgrims in Himachal
Pradesh clearly indicate that the state government and police administration are failing
to fulfill their responsibilities.

The SGPC President said that the silence of the Punjab government on this
serious issue is also against the interests of the people of the state. He added that it is
the duty of the Punjab government to represent its people and raise the issue of
mistreatment with the Himachal Pradesh government.

Advocate Dhami said that the SGPC clearly tells the Himachal Pradesh
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government to take this serious matter sincerely and take action against those
responsible. March 19

Farmers arrested deceitfully should be released
immediately - Advocate Dhami

Amritsar- The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the deceitful arrest of farmers
who have long been struggling for their legitimate demands by the Punjab government
is a big insult to the nation's food providers.

In a statement issued, the SGPC President said that it is extremely painful that
the farmers, who have contributed significantly to the country’s progress, prosperity,
and economy, are today suffering due to the anti-farmer policies of the governments.

He said today is a shameful day for the Punjab government when farmer leaders
were deceitfully arrested after talks with central ministers.

Advocate Dhami questioned whether governments are so afraid of the farmers
that they cannot even face them for dialogue.

Advocate Dhami demanded that the arrested farmer leaders and farmers be
released immediately and that the government apologize to them.

Along with this, he urged that the farmers’ demands be accepted so that they
are not forced to struggle on the streets. 19 March

Rules to be formulated regarding the qualification,
appointment, jurisdiction and retirement of
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib: Advocate Dhami

Principle of '""One Person, One Position' will apply at time

of appointments of Jathedar

Amritsar: The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, made an important announcement today
in view of the current circumstances. He stated that respect of Jathedars and all Sikh
organizations will be upheld within the Sikh Panth, and in the future, the opinions
and advice of Sikh Sampradas will not be ignored regarding the positions of Jathedars.

Speaking to the media today at the SGPC office, Advocate Dhami said that
rules regarding the qualification, appointment, jurisdiction, and retirement of the
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib will soon be established, and a high-level committee
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will be formed for this purpose. A resolution for this will be presented and approved
in the upcoming budget session of SGPC. It will also be ensured that the principle
of "one person, one position" is implemented for these respected positions of
Jathedars. Under this framework, a new appointment for the vacant position of
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib will soon be made in consultation with Panthic
sampradas and organizations.

The SGPC President emphasized that Sikh Rehat Maryada (code of conduct),
traditions, and history are the guiding principles. These will not be overlooked, and
steps will be taken collectively and in an organized manner so that the community
can face emerging challenges with unity. Advocate Dhami further stated that
adversarial forces are already making every effort to weaken Sikh institutions and
Sikh power. If the community does not project unity, anti-Sikh forces will continue
to succeed in their motives.

Advocate Dhami also clarified that the retirement of Jathedars serving at Takhts
will be conducted in a respectful and honourable manner. Efforts will also be made
to honour the Jathedars who have been relieved of their duties in recent times, in
recognition of their services.

Advocate Dhami acknowledged that, given the current situation, serving as
the President of the SGPC is no less than a major challenge, for which he is fully
alert and aware. He mentioned that after resigning recently, many religious, social,
and political groups, as well as respected Jathedars, encouraged him to continue
serving, for which he is grateful. He expressed his commitment to living up to the
trust and expectations expressed by all Sampradas and institutions. March 24

Advocate Dhami strongly criticizes Indian
Government’s ignorance towards Sikh prisoners

Prime Minister’s denial of meeting with Sri Akal Takht

Sahib’s five-member panel is unjust—- Advocate Dhami
Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President,
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has strongly criticized the Indian government’s
ignorance on the release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners), calling it a violation of
human rights, an insult to the principles of justice, and an injustice to the Sikh

community.
Speaking at the SGPC office today, Advocate Dhami stated that the SGPC
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has been making continuous efforts for a long time regarding this serious issue
concerning Sikhs. However, the Centre government’s negative approach has been
amajor obstacle. He recalled that Sri Akal Takht Sahib had constituted a five-member
committee to address the cases of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana and other Sikh
prisoners. Unfortunately, it is disappointing that the Prime Minister did not even
consider granting time to meet with this committee representing the highest Sikh
religious authority, Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

Advocate Dhami further stated that several attempts were made to arrange a
meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding this matter. However, even
after more than one-and-a-half years, the government’s response has been
discouraging. He said that the five-member committee of Sri Akal Takht Sahib had
requested a meeting with the Prime Minister in December 2023 to discuss the issue
of Bhai Rajoana and Sikh prisoners. He revealed that according to a recent
communication from the Centre government, on March 21, 2025, the request was
officially declined with the justification that the matter is under consideration with
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Dhami questioned why the government has not taken any decision on Bhai
Balwant Singh Rajoana’s case, despite Supreme Court orders. He pointed out that
earlier, the Prime Minister’s office had suggested discussing the matter with the
Home Minister, but even the Ministry of Home Affairs has not given a positive
response.

He emphasized that the cases of Bhai Rajoana and other Sikh prisoners are
deeply connected to Sikh sentiments, and they have already served long sentences.
Therefore, the Indian government must take immediate action without any further
delay. He stressed that the rule of justice should be applied uniformly to everyone,
and political considerations should not interfere in such matters. The government
must fulfill its responsibility by ensuring justice for Sikh prisoners to prevent any
sense of distrust among Sikhs.

On this occasion, SGPC members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Gurmeet Singh
Booh, and OSD Satbir Singh Dhami were also present. March 26

Several important resolutions passed on Sikh
affairs during SGPC budget session

Amritsar- Several important resolutions were passed during the annual budget
session of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC). These include
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approval to form rules regarding the appointment, jurisdiction and retirement of the
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, demand from the Centre Government to build a
suitable memorial dedicated to the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadar Sahib, condemnation of the statement made in Parliament by Home Minister
Amit Shah regarding Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa Bhindranwale, condemnation of
the atmosphere of hatred being created against Sikhs outside Punjab, preservation
of historical and heritage buildings related to the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in
Punjab, determination of reserved quotas for Sikhs in the army, release of Sikh
prisoners, and farmers' protest.

An important resolution passed in the general session approved that soon rules
regarding the qualification, appointment, scope of work and retirement of the Jathedar
of Sri Akal Takht Sahib will be formed. In this regard, it was also decided to constitute
a high-level committee of Panthic representatives, which will complete this task.

In the resolution regarding the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadar being marked in November 2025, an appeal was made to the Government
of India to establish a suitable memorial to make this sacred occasion memorable
and to make the coming generations aware of the teachings and principles of the
Guru Sahib. The resolution also demanded the establishment of a national level
educational institution or research center in the name of Guru Tegh Bahadar, the
issuance of special postage stamps and commemorative coins.

Recently, the statements made by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in the
Parliament of India regarding Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa Bhindranwale and his
sarcasm on the recitation of Gurbani were strongly condemned. The resolution passed
in this regard said that Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa Bhindranwale is Sikh community’s
martyr, against whom a responsible person of the country should not give hateful
views in the largest forum of democracy, the Indian Parliament, as it is an insult to
the multi-ethnic and multi-religious civilization of the country. The resolution asked
Union Home Minister Amit Shah to respect the Sikh sentiments and refrain from
such derogatory statements.

Similarly, expressing concern over the atmosphere of hatred being created
against Sikhs in states outside Punjab, a resolution was passed demanding action
against communal elements. The resolution mentioned the recent targeting of Sikh
pilgrims going to visit Gurdwaras by some people in Himachal Pradesh, forcibly
tearing flags with pictures of Sikh heroes on the vehicles of Sikh pilgrims, and
asked the Himachal Pradesh government to adopt a serious approach on this serious
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issue and take action against the culprits. The resolution also raised questions over
the Punjab government's silence on the matter.

In aresolution passed, the SGPC welcomed the conviction of Congress leader
Sajjan Kumar in a case related to the Saraswati Vihar incident of the Sikh genocide
in Delhi in November 1984 and demanded strict punishment for the culprits in other
cases and justice for the victims.

Referring to the pitiful condition of historical and heritage places and buildings
related to the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, a resolution demanded that the Punjab
government should prepare a concrete policy to enhance and preserve the Sikh
heritage wherever it exists. The session also expressed the commitment of the SGPC
to provide necessary support for this work.

In a resolution, it demanded that a visa office be opened in Amritsar for the
convenience of Sikh pilgrims visiting Gurdwaras in Pakistan and that visas be given
to pilgrims during normal days in addition to the routine jathas as per the demand of
the Sangat. Along with this, it was demanded from the Indian government to make
easy arrangements for the Sikhs living in Pakistan to visit Sikh shrines in India. The
resolution said that on the lines of Sri Kartarpur Sahib Corridor, one-day visa should
be granted to Sikhs of Pakistan to allow them to visit Sri Harmandar Sahib. This
resolution also asked the governments of India and Pakistan to resume bilateral
trade, which had been suspended for a long time.

A resolution also demanded to allocate special reserved quotas for Sikhs in the
Indian Army. The resolution mentioned the great sacrifices made by the Sikh
community for the defense of the country and the significant contribution made in
the army and asked the Ministry of Defense to allocate quotas for Sikhs, so that the
traditional role of Sikhs in the army is strengthened.

During the session, expressing deep concern over the serious and sensitive
issue of the Sikh prisoners, the Indian government was urged to immediately release
them, respecting the Sikh sentiments. The resolution said that many young men of
the Sikh community, who have made sacrifices for justice, truth and the protection
of rights, have been in jail for three decades, having also completed their legal
sentences. Not releasing them is a big question for our justice system and democracy.

The negative role adopted by the governments in the current farmers' struggle
was also strongly condemned. In this regard, the resolution said that farmers are the
backbone of the Indian economy, who are struggling for their legitimate demands.
The governments' neglect of the farmers' demands will not only be detrimental to
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the agriculture sector, but will also weaken the roots of democracy. The resolution
also asked the government to withdraw the false cases registered against the farmer
leaders and take immediate and right decisions in favour of the farmers including
the law guaranteeing the minimum support price for crops.

While passing another resolution, the punishments to the police officers involved
in the fake encounters of several Sikh youths by the CBI court in Mohali were also
welcomed and it was demanded that its scope be further expanded. The resolution
said that the way the government targeted and killed the Sikh youths in the decade
after 1984 has become clear from the punishments given by the court to the police
officers in the fake encounter related cases. The resolution highlighted the cases of
Sikh youths who were targeted in fake police encounters, praised the efforts of
martyred Bhai Jaswant Singh Khalra and those who played a key role in getting the
guilty police officers punished, and demanded that the government give strict
punishment to all the culprits in such cases. Along with this, the phenomenon of
fake encounters by the police was also condemned in the present times. March 28

SGPC passes budget of Rs 1386.47 crore for
financial year 2025-26

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee's (SGPC) passed
budget of Rs 1386.47 crore for the financial year 2025-26. The budget session held
in the presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib at the Teja Singh Samundri Hall located at
the SGPC office was presided over by Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, while
General Secretary Sher Singh Mandwala presented the budget. Additional Head
Granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib Giani Amarjit Singh and Granthi Giani
Keval Singh were present during the session.

The budget of Rs 1386.47 crore passed by the SGPC this year has recorded an
increase of 9.95% over the previous year. While presenting the budget, General
Secretary Sher Singh Mandwala shared the details of the income to be received by
various departments and institutions and disclosed the amount kept for future works.
He also shared the details of the Panthic, educational, religious campaign and public
welfare works carried out by the SGPC in the past period. According to Mandwala,
the Sikh organization under the leadership of SGPC President Advocate Dhami has
done important work for religious campaign, education, Panthic works and public
welfare and this time too, special amount has been arranged for these areas in the
budget.
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Talking to reporters after the budget session, SGPC President Advocate
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the budget presented by General Secretary Sher
Singh Mandwala is a reflection of the feelings of the Sangat and special care has
been taken for the facilities for the Sangat. Under this, efforts will be made to achieve
better results by effectively increasing new Sarais (inns), health and education services
and introducing new reforms and guidelines in the field of religious preaching and
campaign. Sharing details, he said that this year the budget of the Dharam Prachar
Committee is Rs 110 crore, while the budget of Gurdwara Sahibs is Rs 1062 crore.
Similarly, special funds have been arranged for General Board Fund, Trust Fund,
Education Fund, Sports, Printing Presses and Educational Institutions. He said that
Rs 4.95 crore has been kept for Panthic welfare works, Rs 8.40 crore for free
education to Sikh children, Rs 3.09 crore for sports, Rs 1.50 crore for natural disasters,
Rs 44 lakh for free dispensaries established in various Gurdwaras. He said that Rs
2.63 crore has been reserved for the ongoing Nishchai Academy to prepare Sikh
youth for administrative and judicial services related competitive exams, Rs 1.95
crore for giving free kakaars (symbols of faith) for Amrit Sanchar. Similarly, Rs
1.14 crore has been reserved for spreading the religious preaching campaign, Rs
60lakh for the affairs of the Sikh prisoners, Rs 60 lakh for Sikligar Sikhs, Rs 2.50
crore for fees of Amritdhari students, Rs 2 crore for free education to Amritdhari
girls, Rs 8 crore for Miri Piri Medical College, Haryana, and Rs 8 crore for Sri Guru
Granth Sahib World University.

Advocate Dhami said that the main source of the SGPC budget is the amount
donated by the Sangat and Daswandh. He said that for the last two-three years, an
increase has been recorded from the estimated amount of the budget, which is the
result of adjusting the expenses according to the need and regularizing them. He
expressed his commitment that the work of the Sikh organization will be continued
in accordance with the spirit of the Sangat and especially the facilities provided to
the community will be given priority. He specifically mentioned that when the
governments are proving to be unsuccessful in spreading education, the contribution
of the SGPC in this field in the society is of great importance, which is why a large
amount has been kept in the budget to boost education.

The SGPC President termed the violation of conduct by some members during
the budget session as unfortunate and said that such a phenomenon is not right in the
presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. Advocate Dhami said that everyone's opinion is
respected, but it should be done within the conduct and rules. He clarified that he
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himself wanted to talk about the ongoing discussion about the Jathedars of Takhts
on the agenda, but some members did not consider it appropriate to listen to him and
they kept violating the conduct. The SGPC President said that he himself is serious
about making rules regarding the appointment, jurisdiction and retirement of Jathedars,
that is why in principle approval has been given in this regard in the session and
suggestions will be taken in this regard soon and a policy will be made after
considering them through the committee to be formed. He said that this is a serious
Panthic matter which he is ready to discuss with everyone but it should be done in a
disciplined manner. He appealed to all the members to cooperate and move towards
a solution to this matter with confidence. During the budget session 123 members of
the SGPC were present. March 28

Punjab government should focus on situation in
state instead of interfering in Sikh affairs:
Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has taken strict notice of the interference in Sikh
affairs by the Aam Aadmi Party government of Punjab and advised the government
to focus on improving the situation in the state while staying in its jurisdiction.

In a statement issued, Advocate Dhami strongly criticized the deliberate policy-
based interference in Sikh affairs by the Punjab government's Education Minister
Harjot Singh Bains in the state legislative assembly. He said that the Sikhs themselves
know how to solve the community issues and the interference of the governments in
Sikh affairs is a big challenge to the community’s sentiments. He said that the
government should focus on the welfare of the people of Punjab and improving the
deteriorating situation in every sector of the state, staying within its sphere, and not
distracting the people by interfering in Sikh affairs.

Advocate Dhami said that the people of Punjab are yearning for various facilities
while the government representatives are going beyond their jurisdiction and
interfering in the internal affairs of the Sikhs. He said that if the Aam Aadmi Party
government is so interested in Sikh issues, then it should resolve the issue of the
Sikh prisoners, in which they have been resisting for ten years during their rule in
Delhi. He said that the release of Prof Devinderpal Singh Bhullar was in the hands
of the Delhi government, towards which they deliberately maintained a negative
attitude. He advised the Aam Aadmi Party Punjab government to remain confined
to its jurisdiction and not interfere in the internal affairs of the Sikhs. March 29
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SGPC seeks suggestions from Panth on forming
rules for appointment and retirement of Jathedar
of Sri Akal Takht Sahib

Amritsar: The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has appealed to all Sikh organizations,

including Damdami Taksal, Nihang Singh jathebandis, global Sikh institutions, Singh
Sabhas, diwans, societies, scholars and intellectuals residing in India and abroad, to
send their suggestions regarding the qualifications, appointment, jurisdiction,
responsibilities, and retirement rules of the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

He stated that the Sikh community has long demanded that service rules be
established for the position of the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, considering the
respect and significance of this role. In light of this, a resolution for its approval in
principle was passed during the SGPC’s budget related General House meeting
held on Friday. According to the sentiment of this resolution, the opinions of all
Sikh organizations, institutions and intellectuals are crucial regarding the appointment,
tenure, and retirement of the Jathedar. Therefore, suggestions should be sent to the
SGPC by April 20, 2025, so that a collective consensus of the community can be
formed for the formulation of service rules.

Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami stated that these suggestions can be sent to
the SGPC either in person or through the official email info@sgpc.net and WhatsApp
number 7710136200. March 29

The devotees are requested to bring the 'PAVAN BIRS' of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old
ones for SANSKAR) to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri
Akal Takhat Sahib. This has been decided to facilitate the 'SANGAT' for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar Sahib )
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