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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ May to 15" June)

16 May (a) Chota Ghallughara Day (Kahnuwal, Gurdaspur) (3 Jeth)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal passed a resolution that only Amritdhari

Sikhs should be given job in Gurdwaras. (16-5-1939)
18 May Birth day of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. (5 Jeth)
20 May Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib. (Jeth Vadi 8)
22 May Shaheedi Saka Paunta Sahib. (22-5-1964)
23 May (a) Sahibzada Ajit Signh led Sikh army to punish Ranghers of village
Nuh (Keso Ram, leader of Ranghers) (23-5-1699)
(b) Kamagata Maru ship with Sikh passengers reached Vancouver
(Canada). (23-5-1914)
26 May Publication of Sikh papers, 'Akali' and 'Parbhat’, stopped by
government. All the empolyees arrested and sent to jail.
(26-5-1960)
30 May Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji. (Jeth Sudi 4)
1 June (a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh got Koh-i-Noor diamond.  (1-6-1813)
(b) Seventh Shaheedi Jatha left Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib,
Sri Anandpur Sahib for Jaito. (1-6-1924)
(¢) Hindi and Punjabi made medium of instruction in the schools of
Punjab. (1-6-1948)
(d) Indian forces fired at Sri Harimander Sahib and killed 11 Sikhs.
(1-6-1984)
2 June (Maharaja) Ranjit Singh captured Multan (2-6-1818)
3 June Indian army occupied the whole of the Sikh Homeland. Curfew
imposed and undeclared Martial law promulgated. (3-6-1984)
4 June (a) Ghallughara Day Sri Akal Takht Sahib. (4-6-1984)

(b) Indian forces invaded Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri
Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar and more than 36 other shrines.
Thousands of Sikhs killed. All the Akali leaders arrested.
(4-6-1984)
(¢) U.S.Congressmen condemned Indian atrocities on the Sikhs.
(4-6-1987)
5 June Indian army's attack and killing of the Sikhs continued. Several
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Sikhs killed with their hands tied on their backs. Bomb thrown

on the Sikh pilgrims after their arrest. (5-6-1984)
6 June (a) Indian forces occupied the Sikh shrines, archives, libraries, muse-
ums.Most of them were, later, set ablaze. (6-6-1984)

(b) Several thousands Sikhs marched towards Amritsar to stop
sacrilege. Hundreds of Sikh marchers were shot dead. Several
thousand Sikhs, including women and small children were

arrested. (6-6-1984)
(¢) Martyrdom Day of Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale
and Bhai Amrik Singh Ji. (6-6-1984)
10 June (a) 8th Shaheedi Jatha (Group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
forJaito. (10-6-1924)

(b) The Sikhs took out huge procession at London, New York and
inthe Capitals of all the major countries throughout the world to
protest against attack on Sri Harimander Sahib.  (10-6-1984)

11 June (a) Birth Day of Bhagat Kabir Ji. (Jeth Sudi Puranmasi)

(b) The Sikh soldiers left army barracks at Ramgarh to protest against
the attack on Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib, under
'Operation Blue Star' and began march to Amritsar. (11-6-1984)

12 June (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. (Harr Vadi 1)

(b) The Sikh procession at Delhi fired at by police. Harbans Singh
and three others were killed and several were injured (some of
them died later). (12-6-1960)

13 June (a) "Khalsa Akhbar" launched by Professor Gurmukh Singh and
Giani Jhanda Singh. (12-6-1886)

(b) Master Tara Singh became the president of Shiromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committee. (13-6-1936)
14 June Dr. Ganda Singh returned Padam Sri Award to Govt. of India

as a protest against invasion of Sri Darbar Sahib by the Indian

army. (14-6-1984)
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The Sikh Rehat Maryada and Festivals:
Basic Information

-Prof. Parneet Kaur

Since the times of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Sikh follow-ers maintained and
expressed their identities in a unique way, which had no comparisons with followers
of other religions. No doubt, Muslims had a sense of identity more defined than the
others, but they shared no common traits with the Sikhs in terms of their religious
code of conduct. During the period of the Tenth Guru. Guru Gobind Singh Ji, a
wave of awareness for the "Dharam Yudh" had initi-ated in resistance against the
cruelities and injustices of the contemporary Mughal rulers. This further got codified
in the form of the Khalsa Panth. Its primary source of in-spiration was "Dharam
Yudh Ka Chao" (a longing for the religious war).

The Khalsa was kept being examined from time to time and proved always
upto the mark. One of the tests was the occasion when the Tenth Guru paid his
obeisance at the grave of Sant Dadu Dayal Ji with his arrow. Dadu Panthis dominated
in those days and the common man had deep respect for Sant Dadu Dayal. The
Sikhs objected to the Guru's act of paying tribute because Sikhism does not approve
the worship of graves or the dead. Guru Sahib gladly accepted to be punished for
his act. This led to the tradition of keeping faith only in one Guru and not any other
dignitary. This ancedote also negated the story of Guru Ji's faith in the worship of
gods and goddesses were the part of the ultimate reality-- The Eternal Guru. By the
end of the 17th century, with the formation of the Khalsa, the 'Sikh code of conduct'
(Rehat Maryada) accepted only 10 Guru Sahibs as the Sikh Gurus, and not any
other human being to be placed on the same level. Men and women, in both forms,
are equally acceptable to the Guru. These formed the basic postulates of the Sikh
Rehat tradition during the formation of the Khalsa.

The Khalsa code of conduct was completely accepted by the period of the
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Tenth Guru. The awareness of accept-ing the 'Divine- Word' had become an integral
part of the Sikh-Conscience. They followed the directions of the Guru in getting up
early in the morning. taking a bath and recit-ing the Banis Japji Sahib. Jaap Sahib
and Sawayyas. A Sikh was directed to pursue Sikh ideals while living his household
life. He was to attend the congregation of the Guru and educate his children to
abstain from bad com-pany. He was supposed to marry his daughter to a Gursikh.
Calling a Sikh with his half name was forbidden. Sikh was directed to spare tithe
(Dasvand) in the name of the Guru and manage the remaining income on his
household. He was encouraged to keep away from dependence on any sort of
intoxicants. Even taking loan had been discouraged, and if taken, a Sikh was directed
to pay it back timely and honestly.

Broadly the postulates of Gurbani formed a shield or the line of safety for the
contemporary Sikh. The code of conduct was mainly propagated through folk
memory. But whatever direction was required to live a wholesome life according to
the ethos of Sikhism, the same had formed an indispensable part of the Sikh-
Conscience through the code of conduct.

Soon after Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji left for his heav-enly abode in 1708, The
Khalsa Panth had to face diverse challenges. Even after the assimilation of the Sikh
congre-gation in the form of the Khalsa and the guidance of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Ji, the absence of the Sikh Gurus in their physical form (1469-1708) was seriously
felt. On one hand. the Sikhs had to confront the atrocious and unjust rulers. though
under the supreme guidance of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. on the other hand, the
mammoth task of keeping the Singh- Khalsa and non- Singh Khalsa faithful to the
Sikh code of conduct. A point of security at this juncture was that Sri Akal Takht
Sahib was accepted and codified as the supreme institution for advocating the Sikh
code of conduct.

What needs to be retained here is the fact that the chief characteristic of the
Sikh code of conduct is its com-mitment to the directions of Gurbani. Any principle
that is devoid of practical implementation becomes a futile ritual. To illustrate this
concept, the example of a plant would be ideal. Code of conduct is as deeply
associated with the ba-sic principle as is a branch connected to the roots of a plant.
Roots do not need a branch, on the contrary roots are es-sential for the survival of
the branch. As a branch dries up after cutting off from the root, similarly the code of
con-duct becomes redundant in the absence of Gurbani. From this perspective, the
Sikh code of conduct can be defined as a source of creating harmony in one's inner
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and outer being. It finds expression in Gurbani as:

ATet 9I3 ATET His AST HoHY 851 & Ug I3 & Jeil (Wd €39)

(Through the true mode of life, He, the True Lord, abides within the mind.
The perverse person preaches pi-ety, but himself practises it not).
A. Evolution and Form: Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji to
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji

Code of conduct is an inseparable part of every reli-gion and no religion can be
imagined without a code of conduct. Religion illustrates itself in the form of this
con-duct. The manifestation of religion in the deeds of man is actually called the
religious code of conduct. The Sikh code of conduct was accorded official recognition
in 1945 by Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandak Committee and is avail-able in print. It
defines an ideal Sikh as "any male or fe-male who maintains an unwavering faith in
one Almighty. the ten Sikh Gurus, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the divine mes-sage
conveyed by Gurbani and the holy nectar (Amrit) of the Tenth Guru and does not
follow any other religion, is a Sikh." The living pattern of a Sikh can be viewed
from two perspectives - Personal and Community. At the personal level, a Sikh has
to practise the recitation of Gurbani, live life as Gurbani advocates, and be ready to
serve the hu-manity. At the community level, he has to adorn himself as a complete
'Singh' by going in for Sikh baptism (Amrit Sanchar). These basic doctrines are
reiterated in Sri Guru Granth Sahib. So the Sikh code of conduct follows the ba-sic
Sikh ideology and Gurbani. The code of conduct of any religion, when disjointed
from its fundamental principles starts transforming into a dogma. Gurbani gives no
impor-tance to the religious conduct devoid of ideals. The code of conduct of the
religions prior to that of the Sikh Gurus had segregated itself from its ideals. Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji calls such conduct as futile religiosity because it bears no fruit,
and no good results can be expected out of it. In this context, Guru Ji says:

fAm 7% 1510 91E 3H Al »rg 7 »iflyz ag urat A8

£597 25 3y g397Et efyigr &g &g atdt AN

Mo & fag g7 H3 a3 At A8

FIIT §8F §IF €Y Y=lT Wig Wifig we Hat #BI (mar utc)

(The treasure of the Name-Nectar, for the sake of which thou hast come into
the world, that nectar is with the Guru. Give up garbs, disguises and cleverness. In
duality this fruit is obtained not. O my soul, remain steady and wander not any
where. Searching without, thou shalt suffer much pain. The nectar is in thy heart, at
home).
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Code of conduct is not just to show off, but it should form the basis of one's
life. Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji reflected upon his contemporary religions and concluded
that a weak code of conduct leaves the concerning religion also weak. He questioned
the contemporary custodians of the chief prevalent religions of his time that while
their conduct re-vealed their religions, but why did it not lay bare their spiri-tuality?
A true code of conduct is a beautiful combination of spirituality and morality. Morality
is depicted through compassion, contentment and truth. In the 15th, 16th. 17th. and
18th pauris of Asa Di Var, rituals like janeu - the cot-ton thread tikka the forehead
mark: dhoti- cloth worn around the waist; and chauka clean washed placed where
Hindus cook & take meals: Shradh- offering of food to Brah-mins in the honour of
dead ancestors; and Sutak - ceremonial uncleanliness extending to the entire house
after the birth of a child, have been commented upon respectively. Janju the cotton
thread should be a combination of com-passion, contentment, and truth:

efen autg H3Y B3 A3 diet AZ @il (MdT 829)

(Make compassion the cotton, contentment the thread, continence the knot and
truth the twist).

How can an outwardly religious looking person be actually be a hypocrite or a
slave of circumstances ? This is clarified in the Gurbani :

g3t fear 3 AuHET ars HBET et i)

Wi31T YA UFTT S35 A 39& I (faT 829)

(Thou wearest a lion cloth putest a frontal mark, carriest a rosary and eatest the
Muslims provisions. O brother, within, thou performest worship, outside thou readest
Mus-lim books and adoptest Muhammadan-way of life).

Likewise the shradhs performed just for showing off and with money earned
through unfair means lead to con-ditions like "pitri chor karei ", which can never -
ever be termed as religion. Sutak the childbirth impurity should not be used as a
superstition but to reform our psychologi-cal structures. Only knowledge can remove
that darkness of ignorance and superstitions leads to salvation.

HE& & B3 33 J faeT B3 31wt 537 S¥ST YT 3w ug a6 gyl

&1 B3 &fs U sfezardt uful 576 TAT nrert g4 71 yfa mail (st 822)

(The mind's diploment is avarice and the tongue's diploment falsehood.

The defilement of the eyes is to behold another's woman, another's wealth and
beauty.

The diploment of the ears is to hear the calumny of others with ears, Nanak,
mortal's soul goes bound to the city of death).
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The intention here is to validate the presence of the basic doctrines of the Sikh
Code of Conduct in Gurbani of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Guru Sahib preached the
followers of the chief contemporary religions of his times Hinduism and Islam and
led both the followers of these religions. to be ideal Hindus and ideal Muslims because
he was a staunch believer in true religion. But the Sikh religion was founded as an
independent religion and as a role model. That is why the Sikh faith did not accede
to the Hindu and Muslim code of conduct. In this context Bhagat Kabir Ji asserts:

Uf53 yest /7 131 el 713 58 a1 ag & Sharil (vl 29UE)

(Whatever the Pandits and the Mullas have written, that I have rejected and
have accepted but nothing).

Knowledge forms the basis of all code of conduct be-cause ignorance breeds
ignorance:

fomres A nifanies YaTll wig @F3TeT I8 AT (dT 9892)

(Bereft of Divine knowledge, man adores ignorance. Through the Love of
another, he gropes through darkness).

Therefore the need is to delve deep into Gurbani and then understand the
meaning of code of conduct (Rehat Maryada). It is also mandatory to differentiate
between the realm of an incarnation and the ordinary beings. Their deeds cannot be
paralleled. There have been instances where code of conduct is mistaken to be the
imitations of the Guru's life-style as the Guru directs:

aifg afomm AT &9 IHeTI J9 & a9t a7 T=II

36 JIHIZ AT AH=TI (WdT €33)

(Do thou the deed, ordained by the Guru. Why runnest thou after the Guru's
plays. which are inapprehensible?)

Baba Farid approves of the code of conduct of a devotee that is in compliance
with the directives of the Guru. This path is the Guru's teaching, a step towards faith
and only a fortunate being achieves it. In Baba Farid's words, rare fortune is that
where we tread the path directed by the Guru with devotion and perseverance:

7 a1 €/ T HleT ABMAI (WiaT 8€t)

(The disciple ought to travel by the route, which the Guru points out).

What needs to be remembered here is that while lay-ing the foundation of a
new religion in the form of Sikhism. Guru Nanak Dev Ji, keeping with the inherent
spirituality and religiosity, rejects the prevalent religious codes. He emphasizes the
harmony between words and actions to form an ideal code of conduct. In this, the
Guru is the primal concern for the seeker, and in Sikhism, the Guru is the Shabad
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(word). The Bani represents the Shabad. Therefore an ideal code of conduct is that
which is consistent with Bani.

It is quite clear by now that adherence to Gurbani has been accepted as the
code of conduct. The Third Guru Sri Guru Amardas Ji says that the Guru's teachings
show the way to clear doubts. worries and illusions, hence form the bases of the
Sikh code of conduct:

7 a9 &J HET U &l [3ABT nidlfs g8t (iar 283)

(Whatever the Guru says, that she should surely do. She should extinguish the
fire of desire).

Sri Guru Ramdas Ji goes to the extent of elating the teachings of the Guru by
saying that living by the Guru's teachings is the only way to experience ecstasy and
won-drous experiences:

7 a9 &I AEl 3% HET Ifg afg g gt (wiar €€2)

(Whatever the Guru says, accept that as good; unique is the Lord God's
discourse).

The context of the precepts that reached Sri Guru Ramdas Ji in the form of
Gurbani is as follows:

did Af3qI9 & 7 Ay mae 7 3%a 6fs afg & famr

Bev a9 FBA UTFST EAGS JI Wiz AT &2l

Bueth gig afg afg my il AT fasfey uy 8y 3fg A<l

fefg 83 feer goast are gafenT Eafen afg &1 i

7 Al fargrfir fmor@ Hem afg afg R gty @ig His el

i & efenrs Je Har Bt 137 grefiy a9 Buer reell

A& 375 gIF Hdt 137 grafird &t 7wl /i wiegd &4 AUl (Mdl 30YU-O€)

(He, who calls himself a Sikh of the Great True Guru, should rise early and
meditate on God's Name.

He should make efforts, early in the morning, take bath and have ablution in
the tank of Nectar.

By repeating Lord God's Name under Guru's instruc-tion, all his sins, misdeeds,
and accusations are wiped off. Afterwards, at sunrise, he sings Gurbani and whilst
sitting or standing he meditates on God's Name.

The Guru's disciple, who with every breath and morsel contemplates over my
Lord God, he becomes pleasing to Guru's mind.

He, unto whom my Master becomes merciful, to that disciple of his, the Guru
imparts his instruction.
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Servant Nanak asks for the dust of the feet of that Sikh of the Guru, who
himself contemplates on God's Name and makes others contemplate thereon).
The need to acquire and spread knowledge about the code of conduct grew

with the growth and spread of Sikhism. With this view. Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji not
only solemnized this code of conduct, but also clarified that ac-cepting truth is the
key to true religion and one's welfare:

7 g9 I AET 3% HlaT HE &l HIZ 3ufar (wiar 433¢)

(Whatever the Guru says, that alone is good and sweet unto me. I have forsaken
my mind's wisdom).

Bhai Gurdas Ji is the elucidator of Gurbani and the Sikhs are well acquainted
with the essence of his Vars. He has deftly unveiled the intrinsic thoughts of Gurbani
in simple words, and his Vars are a testimony to this truth. His compositions namely
sawayyas are a treasure of his ideol-ogy and refer to the Sikh code of conduct.
According to him, the external code of conduct is essential. But more important is
the inner conduct. This is possible through harmony of word of action.

While cautioning a Sikh, Bhai Gurdas Ji illustrates in the Sawayya 437 that
just as one's mouth is not sweet-ened simply by uttering 'sugar, sugar'; one cannot
get warmth simply by repeating 'fire, fire'; one does not get cured simply by calling
the name of the doctor, neither can one get light by simply chanting 'moon' in the
same way one cannot get the essence of the 'Rehat' code of conduct simply by
knowing the theory of the code of conduct. The Sawayya is as follows:

'S s a7 s & FE HI nie, wiarls walls a9 i & A Ji

§e §e ad Jar fies & a9 &, €99 €99 a9 &8 e9aty & fawm Ji

86 ge6 JI3 YdIZ & FEH §'F g o€ JJ g & yard Jii

3R fomrs diRfE &93 & GI3 UR, qIAT YTS I Bef3 niaH i

(No action but repeated utterances are futile. Repeat-edly saying sugar, the
tongue is unable to experience sweet taste, nor shivering with cold can stop by
saying fire! fire!

No ailment can be cured by repeated utterance of 'doctor! doctor!" nor can
anyone enjoy the luxuries that money buys just by saying 'money! money!!

Just as saying 'sandalwood! sandalwood,' the fragrance of sandalwood cannot
spread, nor can the radiance of the moon-light be experienced by repeatedly saying
‘moon! moon!" unless the moon rises.

Similarl;y, just listening to the holy sermons and dis-courses, none can acquire
the divine life-style and code of conduct. The most fundamental need is to practise
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the les-sons in actual life. So by the practice of the Guru's blessed Naam Simran, the
light of Guru's teachings effulges in the Tenth Door of a human being. (The light
radiance of the effulgent Lord is experienced).

It becomes evident here that 'Rehat' devoid of prin-ciples is not acceptable in
Sikhism. This makes the Sikh religion the first of its kind that envisages all aspects
of human life in its ideologies. During the period of Bhai Gurdas Ji, 'Rehat' had
become the identity of the Sikh, For the spiritual seekers, Sikhism had validated the
concept of meditating with open eyes instead of doing so with eyes closed. It was a
common belief that all except Sikhs were trapped in confusion. This stance of Sikhism
is well delineated by Bhai Gurdas Ji in Var 40/13:

ER &6 HisnHrt 333 3R wfE FBeI gig A Adit Aare 99 A9 86<H S

(Ten sects of Sanyasis are wandering in delusions. Dis-ciple Yogis of the Guru
always remain alert whereas others have hidden themselves in the jungle i.e. they
are uncon-cerned with the problems of the world).

The 'Rehat’ prescribed by Sri Guru Ramdas Ji was popular among the Sikhs.
Its foundation was Naam Simran, to recite the name of God and make others also do
1t

did Af3d9 ar 7 Ay mae@ 7 3%a 6fs afg & famr

Bev a9 B UTFST EAGS I Wiz AT &2l

Bueth gig afg afs my il AT fasfey uy 8y 3fg A<l

fefg 83 feer goast are gafen Eafen afg &1 i

7 Al fargrfir fmor@ Her afg afg R gty @ig His el

i & efemrs Je HaT Bt 137 gty aig Buer reell

A& 375 gIF Mdl 137 giafird &t 7wl /it wiega &4 AUl (Mdl 30YU-O€)
(He, who calls himself a Sikh of the Great True Guru, should rise early and
meditate on God's Name.

He should make efforts, early in the morning, take bath and have ablution in
the tank of Nectar.

By repeating Lord God's Name under Guru's instruc-tion, all his sins, misdeeds,
and accusations are wiped off. Afterwards, at sun rise, he sings Gurbani and whilst
sitting or standing he meditates on God's Name.

The Guru's disciple, who with every breath and morsel contemplates over my
Lord God, he becomes pleasing to Guru's mind.

He. unto whom my Master becomes merciful, to that disciple of his, the Guru
imparts his instruction.
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Servant Nanak asks for the dust of the feet of that Sikh of the Guru, who
himself contemplates on God's Name and makes others contemplate thereon).

This code of conduct as prescribed by Gurbani was followed by the Sikhs.
This has been validated by Bhai Gurdas in his Var 40/11:

JITHY FBa 85 afg »ify3 8 AI a<eT|

dd & g9 Bufa & gIHA™S & AIf3 ager|

AOAAf3 fefg mfe & goerst € yifs geer)

Har H&g' fiefe & gig vt & Ae ager|

fags fegs afg gor € & ugrTe nifs easer|

gt & ef afg fug” gfowr nivy veer|

B % UJITH FIJ JF 85T 58T I HeTl

oY arst Ig gEBeT|

(The Gurmukh getting up in ambrosial hours of the early morning takes bath in
the sacred tank. Reciting the holy hymns of the Guru, he moves towards gurdwara,
the central place for the Sikhs. There, joining the holy congre-gation, he lovingly
listens to Gurbani, the holy hymns of the Guru. Effacting all doubt from his mind he
serves the Sikhs of the Guru. Then by righteous means he earns his livelihood and
he distributes the hard-earned meal among the needy ones. Offering first, to the
Sikhs of the Guru, the remainder he himself cats. In this dark age, illumined by such
feelings, the disciple becomes the Guru and the Guru the disciple. The Gurmukhs
tread on such a highway (of religious life).

It is quite clear that the Sikh code of conduct was emerging as a distinct tradition
than the traditions of the contemporary religions. The Fifth Guru, Sri Guru Arjan
Dev Ji accepts 'Naam Simran' as the only strategy which makes the life of a man
successful and complete. The composi-tion 'Sri Sukhmani Sahib' illustrates the fact
that the differ-ence in words and deeds is an indication of a hypocritical life. A
Sikh's Rehat is coloured by the deeds and words pre-scribed by Gurbani. So, there
is no place for the conduct just to show off:

T3 nfeT a8 Wed IHII HIS 331 Yif3 Hug are &3

AG6dd YF YgHsll 199 39 & Jg S5

nied BUeH nifi & a3l W3 A/e3 ASH HIll (Wial 2£¢)

(Man professes one thing and practises quite another. In his heart there is no

love, but with his mouth he talks tall. The wise Lord, who is the Inner-knower, is
not pleased with the outward garment of any. He who practises not what he preaches
to others, shall come and go and be subject to birth and death).
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This form of 'Rehat’ was Supreme among the Sikhs during the life periods of
the first nine Gurus (1469-1675). As such, the teachings of the Gurus in the form of
Gurbani form the real 'Rehat'. Even during the span of the Gurus, Shabad was the
ultimate Guru. The first illusion in this con-text was created by the change in tradition
in the form of 'Miri- Piri' worn by the Sixth Guru, Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. It
acted as a slight deviation from the consistent ideology had been continuing since
the period of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Such problem of interpreting and to under-
stand Sikhism has been arising from the very beginning. The deeper problem now
was that the devotee Sikhs were dubious that the first Gurus settled at one place and
did their work but the Sixth Guru did not stay at one place. At the time of earlier,
emperors used to visit Sikh Guru Sahibans, but he has been imprisoned by the
emperor. His followers have no fixed place because he himself is not static. The
earlier Gurus made their followers peaceful and contented, while he himself went
around hunting with dogs.

The first worth mentioning fact here is that Sikhism created the path of
expression of one's intense emotion and devotion towards the spiritual power, and
this happened for the first time in the history of religions. The second fact is though
the valiant essence was already existed in Gurbani but in practical terms, it emerged
through the Sixth Guru, Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. Thirdly, the integration of
valiant essence in Gurbani is in special context with the living style and code of
conduct rather than just a demon-stration of a series of circumstances or revengeful
inten-tions. Bhai Gurdas Ji validates this fact in the Sikh context in his Var 26, Pauri
24:

goHAS JfT gdter faz a8 & fea fearfan |

UTSATT WG »iee dIfF gian™ U3ATT a3 |

EHI3 Ha® & ureel 307 fed & 59 391emr|

HAT gfg A3ver a3 afy fHarg fasfemT|

g1 Jf9 AiE gricer &8 & A& & arfe FETenr]

Red YA & qHinifs €4l ere nirgl Hig sfemr |

Ag & Ba BTN 998 5<% HY I BIT1onT|

AT 7 & WY ASTENT|

(The earlier Gurus considered that to give instructions and to preach to the
people, one has to sit at one place known as dharamsala, but this Guru (Hargobind
Sahib) does not stick to one place. Earlier emperors would visit the house of the
Guru, but this Guru has been interned by the king in a fort. The Sangat coming to
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have his glimpse cannot find him in the palace (because generally he is not available).
Neither he is scared of anybody nor does he scare any one yet he is always on the
move. Earlier Gurus sitting on the seat instructed people to be content but this Guru
rears dogs and goes out for hunting. Earlier Gurus used to listen to Gurbani but this
Guru neither recites nor (regularly) lis-tens to hymn-singing. He does not keep his
ardent servants with him and rather maintains nearness with the wicked and the
envious ones (the Guru had kept Painde Khan nearby). But the truth is never
concealed and that is why on the lotus feet of the Guru, the mind of Sikhs hovers
like a greedy bee. Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji has borne the un-bearable and he has
not made himself the manifest).

The last two lines offer classification to the miscon-ceptions arisen in the first
six lines. The ability to bear the unbearable can be acquired by the Sikhs only through
the teachings of the Gurus. These are the bases of the code of conduct that have
supported the Sikh mind in creating his-tory by his readiness to "sacrifice head
rather than forgo-ing the Sikh faith ". The Seventh and the Eighth Gurus them-
selves abided by the code of conduct and thus inspired the Sikhs to live by these
values. Bearing the unbearable, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji's sacrifice set an example
for the entire Sikh community in sustaining the spirit of faith as indicated in the Sikh
Ardas "Sikhi Kesan suasan nal nibhauni". Indications are also found in the
hukamnamas about the transformation of the Sikh congregation into Khalsa. Sri
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji writes:

"Poorab ki Sangat Guru ka Khalsa hai."

Likewise a line in a letter of Sri Guru Tegh Bahdadur Ji says:

"Patan di Sangat Sri Guru Ji da Khalsa hai."

The Sikh code of conduct needs to be visualized in continuity with the tradition
of the making of the Khalsa.

B. Khalsa Rehat: Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

Conti...
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SGPC NEWS

Centre Government’s Waqf Amendment Bill is an

interference in minority affairs — Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President,
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has reacted to the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025
passed in the Lok Sabha, stating that it is a direct interference by the Centre
Government in minority-related matters. He asserted that the bill has been introduced
without consulting the concerned parties, which has led to significant controversy.
Advocate Dhami remarked that it appears the government’s intent is to curtail minority
rights and administer matters according to its own agenda.

He emphasized that the SGPC has always been committed to protecting the
rights of minorities and opposes any decision that goes against minority communities.
Advocate Dhami also pointed out that the Centre Government has previously
attempted to suppress minorities through measures such as the introduction of the
Uniform Civil Code, which directly interfered with the personal laws and religious
beliefs of various communities. Similarly, the Agniveer recruitment scheme instead
of the direct recruitment in the Indian army is an attempt to take away the reservation
rights of minorities. Another example is the government’s imposition of mandatory
helmet-wearing rules for Sikh soldiers, which faced widespread opposition.

The SGPC President stated that the government should refrain from interfering
in minority affairs without consulting them. He stressed that minority communities
have the full right to preserve their heritage and religious institutions, and laws like
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill are an attempt to weaken these rights. Such legislation,
he warned, would negatively impact the rights and concerns of minority communities.

Advocate Dhami concluded that the government’s policy towards minority
affairs is not appropriate and urged the government to withdraw the bill. He called
for proper consultation with minority representatives before making any such
decisions in the future. April 3
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SGPC delegation meets Chhattisgarh CM

Request made for allocating 10-acres of land in Raipur to
establish degree and skill development college and Gurmat

Sangeet academy

Amritsar: A delegation of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) met with the Chief Minister (CM) of Chhattisgarh, Shri Vishnu Deo Sai,
and urged to allocate 10-acres of land in Raipur to establish a Degree and Skill

Development College and a Gurmat Sangeet Academy in the memory of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev.

The delegation included SGPC member Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, OSD
Satbir Singh Dhami, Personal Secretary Shahbaz Singh, in-charge of Sikh Mission
Chhattisgarh Gurmeet Singh Saini, local Sikh leader Gurmel Singh Bhavra, former
SP Amarjit Singh Chhabra, Chairman of the Chhattisgarh Minority Commission
Jagjeet Singh Khanuja, and Parinder Mishra.

In the memorandum handed over to the CM Shri Vishnu Deo Sai by the SGPC,
it was highlighted that there is a significant Sikh population in the state of Chhattisgarh,
with Sikh families residing in every district contributing actively to the state’s
development. The Sikh faith has a unique spiritual and historical heritage that offers
guidance for uniting humanity. Considering the large Sikh population in Chhattisgarh,
the SGPC intends to open a Degree and Skill Development College along with a
Gurmat Sangeet Academy in Atal Nagar, New Raipur, in memory of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev. The SGPC urged the government to allocate 10 acres of land for this
purpose, so these institutions can function as centers for social and communal
harmony.

The delegation informed the CM that if the government provides the land, the
SGPC—as the representative institution of Sikhs—would take full responsibility
for the construction. Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta stated that the SGPC is already
operating a significant number of educational institutions in Punjab and is also a
leading force in promoting education in other states across India. He cited the example
of SGPC’s successfully running educational institution in Mumbai. He mentioned
that the demands of the Sikh community in Chhattisgarh were presented before the
CM, who assured the delegation that he would seriously consider the proposal.

April 18
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Advocate Dhami strongly condemns desecration of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib at Nurpur Jattan village

SGPC President terms incidents of sacrilege as government
failure

“There should be only one Gurdwara in each village and
entire Sangat should collectively take part in its

management”’: Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: Strongly condemning the incident of sacrilege of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib in Nurpur Jattan village near Garhshankar in Hoshiarpur district, the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh
Dhami stated that such incidents are happening due to the failure of the Punjab
government, which has emboldened anti-social elements.

Advocate Dhami said that Sri Guru Granth Sahib guides us in life, and it is the
responsibility of both the Gurdwara management committees and the sangat
(congregation) to uphold the sanctity and decorum of the Guru’s house and remain
alert in the service. He stated that due to the negligence of some Gurdwara committees,
such painful incidents occur, hurting the sentiments of the entire Sikh community.

The SGPC President emphasized that today, multiple Gurdwaras exist in every
neighbourhood of villages and towns, but little attention is given to their management
and upkeep. He said there should ideally be only one Gurdwara Sahib in each
village, with the whole Sangat jointly participating in its management. If this happens,
the entire village can ensure better administration and proper safeguarding. He called
for collective efforts in this direction.

Appealing to the community to adopt a vigilant approach towards safeguarding
Gurdwaras, he urged that committees be formed with service-minded Gursikhs in
every village to prevent such painful incidents. Advocate Dhami also strongly
criticized the government over the deteriorating law and order situation. Questioning
the performance of the Punjab government, he said desecration incidents are
happening repeatedly in the state, but instead of taking strict action, the government
has failed to even pay attention. This, he added, shows the government’s irresponsible
approach towards Sikh sentiments, which is highly condemnable. Advocate Dhami
demanded that the government abandon its indifferent attitude and expose those
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behind such desecration incidents, ensuring they are given strict punishment.

Holy saroops of Sri Guru Granth Sahib enshrined at Gurdwara Sri Mahilpur
Shaheedan Ladhewal with due respect

Meanwhile, SGPC Secretary Partap Singh shared that upon receiving
information about the incident, a team led by the Head Granthi of Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib was sent on the orders of SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami.
The team enshrined the three holy saroops (scriptyres) of Sri Guru Granth Sahib at
Gurdwara Sri Mahilpur Shaheedan Ladhewal. These saroops will not be returned
until proper arrangements are ensured. He appealed to all Gurdwara managers to
remain alert. April 18

CISF DG Rajwinder Singh Bhatti pays obeisance
at Sri Harmandar Sahib

SGPC hands over memorandum regarding Kirpan

restriction on Sikh Employees at airports

Amritsar: The Director General of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF),
Rajwinder Singh Bhatti, today paid obeisance at Sri Harmandar Sahib. Later he
was honoured at Sri Darbar Sahib Information Center by SGPC Secretary Partap
Singh. On this occasion, a letter written by SGPC President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami was handed over to CISF DG Rajwinder Singh Bhatti by Secretary
Partap Singh. The letter urged resolution of the ongoing issues faced by Amritdhari
Sikh employees at the Indian airports regarding the wearing of the Kirpan.

The letter stated that the recent directive issued by the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, which restricts Sikh employees from wearing the Kirpan while on duty at
airports, is an excess to Sikhs. This discrimination within our own country is a
serious attack on the religious freedom of Sikh citizens. The Indian government
should never forget the immense sacrifices made by Sikhs for the nation’s
independence. It is painful that Sikhs, who laid down their lives for the country, are
being subjected to such injustice in their own homeland. The government should
refrain from actions that hurt the religious sentiments of the Sikh community.

The DG of CISF was urged to coordinate with the concerned ministry to find
a permanent resolution to this issue. Present on the occasion were assistant manager
Gurtinderpal Singh, information officer Jatinderpal Singh and Sandeep Singh, among
others. April 18
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SGPC extends deadline for sending suggestions to
formulate rules for appointment and retirement
of Jathedar

Suggestions can now be sent until May 20, 2025

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
extended the deadline for submitting suggestions regarding the qualifications,
appointment, responsibilities, and retirement of the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib.
These suggestions can now be sent until May 20, 2025.

Providing this information, SGPC Secretary Partap Singh stated that to
formulate service rules concerning the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, suggestions
were initially sought from Sikh organizations, sampradas, institutions, Singh Sabhas,
Sabha societies, and Sikh scholars by April 20, 2025. He mentioned that although
the SGPC has already received a large number of suggestions, it has been decided
to extend the deadline until May 20, 2025, to allow for further input.

He added that along with this extension, the process of reviewing the suggestions
already received and preparing a draft will also begin. Subsequently, a committee
will be formed to finalize the draft. He said that as before, suggestions can be sent to
the SGPC in written form, via the official email info@sgpc.net, or through WhatsApp
at 77101-36200. April 21

SGPC President expresses condolences on demise
of Pope Francis

Amritsar: Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, President of the Shiromani

Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee(SGPC), the representative Sikh organisation, has
expressed condolences on the demise of Pope Francis and conveyed sympathy to
the Christian community. Advocate Dhami stated that Pope Francis was a prominent
leader of his faith, and his demise is a significant loss to the community. The SGPC
President, on behalf of the Sikh community, offered prayers to the Karta Purakh
(True One Being) for peace to the departed soul. April 21

Government must immediately revoke NSA
imposed on Bhai Amritpal Singh — Advocate Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the government’s decision
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to extend the detention of Bhai Amritpal Singh under the National Security Act
(NSA) for another year in Dibrugarh Central Jail, Assam. He has demanded that the
NSA be immediately revoked.

Advocate Dhami stated that this step by the government is a direct violation of
human rights, as it keeps him away from due judicial process.

He emphasized that Bhai Amritpal Singh has not committed any crime that
justifies branding him anti-national and imprisoning him thousands of kilometers
away from Punjab. This action is not appropriate from a human rights perspective.

He called upon the Punjab Government to immediately withdraw the NSA
imposed on Bhai Amritpal Singh and allow him a fair and impartial judicial process.

April 21
SGPC President Advocate Dhami expresses

condolences to victims of Pahalgam attack

Amritsar: The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has expressed deep condolences to the
families of those killed in the attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir.

Advocate Dhami stated that this inhuman and brutal act has deeply hurt the
values of society. He emphasized that spiritual and humanitarian teachings do not
promote such violence, but rather guide everyone towards unity, brotherhood, and
harmony.

While expressing his solidarity with the victim families, the SGPC President
offered prayers to the Karta Purakh (True One Being), seeking peace for the departed
souls and strength for the bereaved families to bear this tragic loss. April 23
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