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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ June to 15™ July)

16 June Establishment Day of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. (Harr Vadi 5)
17 June Kar Sewa of Sri Darbar Sahib's sarovar started.  (17-6-1923)
18 June (a) According to Gurdawara Act. First election of Central Board was

held (18-6-1926)

(b) Convention of All Parties held at Chandigarh and demanded
that Chandigarh should be returned to Punjab. (18-6-1968)

19 June Judicial court delivered its verdict of Gurdwara Bhai Pheru in
favour of Sikhs. (19-6-1931)
22 June Sikh decided to boycott the Cabinet Mission. (22-6-1946)
25 June Martyrdom Day Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. (11 harr)
29 June Death anniversary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (25 Harr, 1839)
5 July Miri Piri Divas Patshahi Chevin. (Harr Sudi 10)
8 July Tara Singh from Moga brought Gurdwara Bill in Punjab
Legislative Council. (8-7-1925)
9 July (a) Martyrdom day of Bhai Mani Singh. (25 Harr)
(b) Gurdwara Bill passed and became an Act. (9-7-1925)
(c) Shiromani Akali Dal launched agitation agianst imposition of
internal emergency by Indira Gandhi. (9-7-1975)
12 July (a) The ban on slogan 'Punjabi Suba Zindabad' withdrawn.
(12-7-1955)
(b) Master Tara Singh demanded referendum on the issue of
Punjabi Suba. (12-7-1961)
15 July (a) Delegation of Khalsa Darbar met Gandhi at Lahore. Gandhi
assured Sikhs that Congress will not accept any constitution
that does not satisfy Sikhs. (15-7-1934)

(b) Master Tara Singh demanding Sikh State gave logical reason that
if Isreal can be created for 10% Jews then why not separate
country can be created for Sikhs? (15-7-1945)
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The Sikh Rehat Maryada and Festivals:
Basic Information

-Prof. Parneet Kaur

The fact is that without analysing the impact of the historic event of the creation
of Khalsa in 1699. Sikh Rehat Maryada tradition cannot be justified. Itis a journey
from the Sikh to the Khalsa and has been ratified as 'Gur Sangat Keeni Khalsa' in
the words of Bhai Gurdas Ji. But it has to be affirmed here that the hair- borne Sikh
faith had been originated at the time of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, and it was included
in the five 'Kakaars' as a basic mark of identity. wearing of weapons was proclaimed
during the time of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji and was taken as the second Kakaar.
After the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, the Sikhs had to face tough ordeal.
They had to establish a dis-tinct identity and a particular dress code was required
dur-ing the battles. Kachhehra the underwear shorts and the Karha the iron bracelet
were taken as the third and fourth symbols of the Sikh identity. Kangha the wooden
comb is essential for the cleaning & upkeeping of the hair, there-fore, it was accepted
as the fifth symbol.

The need for such an elaboration at this point is that some of the western scholars
interested in Sikhism have raised certain misconceptions that the five symbols came
into practice only after the introduction of the code of con-duct devised by the Singh
Sabha, and that they were not existent in their proper form till the end of the 17th
century or 1699. Although they illustrate the Sikh identity wearing five emblems
through the photograph of a Nihang Singh. yet they do not acknowledge the nihangs
as the beloved band of the Guru - "Guru di ladli fauj." All the five em-blems, in one
form or the other, were popular among the Sikhs at the time of the creation of the
Khalsa. But the code of conduct inclusive of these five symbols, was officially
declared during the creation of the Khalsa.

It is a well accepted fact that the Tenth Guru institu-tionalized the Khalsa on
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the Baisakhi in 1699, and Bhai Gurdas Singh Ji or Bhai Gurdas Ji the second one
has given a vivid detail in the first 20 pauris of Var 41 saying 'Wah Wah Gobind
Singh Aape Gur Chela.'

There is an ample evidence of the validation and relevance of these five symbols

in the Sikh literature also. For example, the Sikh historian, Giani Gian Singh has
writ-ten elaborately on the subject to prove that the Tenth Guru left no misconception
in the context of 'Rehat'. The avail-able resources help us to conclude that Giani
Gian Singh reiterates what Guru Gobind Singh Ji advocated to the Sikhs 300 years
ago. It was and is still expected that the baptized Sikh (Amritdhari) should abide by
the Rehat Maryada and follow the prescribed path till his end. There has never been
a doubt or misunderstanding about the Khalsa Rehat in the Sikh psyche. Whatever
doubts have been arisen in our present society, we cannot delve into greater details
at this point. No doubt, the Sikhs are facing complex problems in the compliance of
the Sikh Rehat tradition under the domi-nant impact of modernity. But the flaws of
a certain num-ber of the Sikhs cannot be taken as the short coming of Sikhism. Even
at the wonderful enactment for selection of the Five Beloveds- the Panj Pyaras, it
was the test of the Sikhs. not of the Guru. Even today when surrounded by problems,
the Sikh is undergoing the test, not the Guru. During the times of the first nine
Gurus (1469-1675) also, there were large number of devoted Sikhs who were com-
mitted towards the Sikh identity. They marched towards their goal untiringly. This
was addressed by Bhai Gurdas Ji, the second, as 'Gur Sangat keeni Khalsa'.

The Sikh literature in general and the Bachittar Natak in particular, bears
testimony to the fact that the Tenth Guru had been pondering to set forth the divine
plan of the con-gregation into the Khalsa form. The divine strategy, in fact was that
he himself was the son of God:

A nyaT F3 317 f5emT | Jg yg9 J99 &9 AATI

AT 397 3 goM gETE | FF &95 3 B I

(I'have established you as my son and have created you to spread dharma. Go
from this place to that one, move the cycle of dharma and stop people from committing
ill deeds).

The Guru concentrated on making the Sikhs a replica of their Guru :

7% & H AT afd g85 a7 1H fowe Ja 88 39 Ad3 H 75 3H &9 AITEI

(I stood there with my hands folded and bowing my head said that the dharma
in the world would only spread if you helped me).

Submission to the Almighty's will had been predecided:
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gH 1&g aH A3 H m& | gad I3 gigee uagll

AT 397 3 TIH faET | RS SHvils uafd usTall

Tt & 9T IH AGH | AHS B AT AF HGH |

goH §%es H3 8995 | €AC A5 & 1B BUTasi

(The objective of my coming to this world is dharma and the Guru (Lord) has
sent me for this purpose. Spread religion everywhere and throw down the knaves.

For this purpose I have taken birth. O Saints, this much you should understand well.
I am born to spread religion, emancipate the saints and to wipe out the whole lot of
wicked ones).

To accomplish the mission, the auspicious day of the Baisakhi of 1699 A.D.
was chosen and formal directives were sent to a large number of the Sikhs. Everyone
eagerly waited for a special order by the Guru. This eagerness was further intensified
by the stern face of the Guru and a na-ked sword in his hand. The words reverberated
in the air: "Khalsa Ji, I need a head." A devotee emerged from the gathering and
offered himself to the Guru. Guru Ji took him inside the tent pitted behind the stage.
The gathering got an aural sensation of the beheading and falling of a body. When
it was repeated for the fifth time, a restless-ness could be found in the crowd confusing
the Guru's do-ing with that of man's disposition. This forms the back-ground of the
Sikh Rehat, and the predominance of fear-lessness over the domain of fear can be
possible only through divine design. Bhai Sukha Singh, the writer of "Gur Bilas"
writes at page 117 that the grandmother is being counselled to bestow the Guruship
upon the grandson:

"Mata teer Lok ik jaie, ih bidh baria baran sunai.

Tilak potre Bhal Su dijai, inko ik ja pakar baneejey."

Giani Gian Singh has confirmed the same thing at page 203 of "Panth Prakash"
as:

"Mata paas Masandan jae. Haal sunaio bahu dar pai.

Tilak Potare Ko ab deejay inko ik thaa pakar rakheejai"

Step third, part 18 of Suraj Prakash displays the domi-nance of the same emotion

"Gur gaaadi par Potar banavo."

Formation of the Khalsa and the proclamation of the Sikh Rehat, the two
incidents cannot be separated from cach other. At the time of the Khalsa formation,
on one hand, it was a stern test of the righteous followers, while on the other. Rehat
was being proclaimed as an essential part as identity of the Khalsa. The Five Beloved
ones-the Panj Pyaras- were the first role models who were selected in a unique
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manner a day before. Their names are:

1. Bhai Daya Ram (Daya Singh) Khatri, Resident of Lahore, Birth 1718 Bikrami.

2. Bhai Dharam Das (Dharam Singh) Jatt, Resident of Hastana Pur (now Delhi).
Birth 1723 Bikrami.

3. Bhai Himmat Rai (Himmat Singh) Jheoor, Resident of Jagan Nath Puri, Birth
1718 Bikrami

4. Bhai Mohkam Das (Mohkam Singh) Chheemba. Resident of Dwarka, Birth
1720 Bikrami.

5. Bhai Sahib Chand (Sahib Singh) Nai. Resident of Bidar (South). Birth 1719
Bikrami.

Sikh literature confirms the fact that before being baptized with the Khande de
pahul -the celestial initiation, all the Five had their head bath and adorned themselves
with all the identity emblems the five kakaars. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji himself.
sitting in a bravo-posture, pre-pared the Khande-di-pahul (Nectar) in the bowl with
the double-edged sword. Mata Sahib Kaur Ji put the sugar-bubbles in the bowl.
Guru Gobind Singh Ji kept reciting the five Banis (Japuji Sahib, Jap Sahib, Ten
Sawayyiye -Srawag Sudh, Benati Chaupai and Anand Sahib) while stir-ring the
sugar bubbles in the bowl with his right hand. So was the heavenly nectar (Amrit)
prepared and Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji then made the five Beloved Ones to sit in
bravo posture. He poured the nectar into their palmfuls with his own hand while
making them to repeat "'Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh'. In the same
way, five palmfuls were served to each one. Then each one was given five sprinkles
in their eyes, and five each in their hair. With each sprinkling, 'Fateh' was uttered as
before. And then the five took together the remaining part of the nectar, pre-pared
by the Master himself, from the same bowl. Then Guru Ji recited the Mool Mantar'
which they repeated. Then the Guru pronounced to everyone in the congregation:
"From today, you have become the Khalsa of the Waheguru". Under rare honour of
being the taker of the consecrated nectar, you will be 'Singh' or 'Kaur' from today,
and in no way any 'das' or 'devi.' The Sikhs had preserved hair even before but from
the day the initiated ones were ordered to wear the additional four 'kakaars' at the
same time. These four were: Kangha (the comb), Karra (the bracelet), Kirpan (the
sword) and Kachhehra (the underwear shorts). They were warned to avoid the four
vices- kurehts of conduct. Hair are not to be shorn; slowly slaughtered meat not to
be eaten; no intoxicant to be used and no inter-marital rela-tions be indulged in. All
the initiated ones were declared to be off-springs of one Guru and the residents of
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Sri Anandpur Sahib.
A distinctive code of conduct came forth with the creation of the Khalsa. It

was the first time when a female contributed 'sweetness or humility' in the process
of Amrit preparation. The second and still more meaningful part was that the Guru
himself being a Sikh requested for the Amrit in order to be the Khalsa. Such were
the words: "O Blessed Khalsa of the Almighty! You are to bestow the blessing of
Amrit in the whole world. First of all, be kind to offer this blessing to this humble
one! Grant me the consecrated nectar to transform Gobind Rai to Gobind Singh."
This is the first and the last example of a Guru getting assimilated into the Khalsa.

It is also believed that when the Sikhs said that the five beloved ones (Panj
Pyaras) had offered their heads in order to get the boon of the Amrit, what would
the Guru offer for the same? To this, the Guru replied: "If the Sikhs have offered
heads for the Amrit, the Guru will offer his family for sacrifice in return." Such was
the importance of the practice of Sikh code of conduct that the five loving ones
offered Amrit to the Guru in the same manner, ser-monized the do's and don'ts in
conduct and secured his pledge to remain true to the ideals of Sikhism. Then the
Guru Sahib told the congregation: "My loving Khalsa Ji! The Religion started by
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji has come to its fruition today. Henceforth, the Amrit Sanchar
of 'Khanda and Bata' only will bear acceptance. Let us all enter this initiation and
enjoy the blessings of the Guru."

It was the wonderful impact of the Sikh code of con-duct that brought about
the annihilation of the age-old ap-pearance, caste, lineage, religion and occupation
of a Sikh initiated with nectar. Words of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji mingled with the
Sikh-psyche:

A3 73 7 67 THT 8 1567 HE 38 & W3l

YT YH Y313 At §3 3T HI3T HE 3B & HB I

Stog &5 efemim U HaK 8 fioT 39 8 UgTS i

YI5 A3 7t W H 37 HBH 3T FHBH 7S

(One who meditates day and night on the Ever Radiant Light and who gives
not a moment's thought to any other except the One God.

Who has full love and faith in God and puts no trust in fasting. worship of
graves, crematoriums and monastries even by mistake.

Who recognizes none save the One Supreme Being but none else shunning
pilgrimages, charities, acts of mercy, austerities, penances and self-restraints.

And when His full Light shines in his heart, then he is acknowledged as the
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Unadulterated form of the Khalsa (the Pure)).
No doubt, the creation of the Khalsa and the code of conduct came into being
in continuity with the teachings of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. But with it came forth a

new religion. a new faith and a new community. As such, this novel and fresh
directive changed the conduct, the dress, the name and the behaviour and mentality
of the Sikhs. Such was the base of the code of conduct 'Gur Sangat Keeni Khalsa',
and the goal was to prepare a complete and inde-pendent human being.

Guru-directed code of conduct was that there should be the 'five beloved ones'
who should be the bearers of the five Sikh insignias (Kakkars) and the expectants of
nectar initiation be also the bearers of the five marks of identity.

Both the males and females were instructed not to eat the slowly killed meat
(Halal). not to use tobacoo and not to cut the hair. This was the code and code-
associated teach-ings that the initiated Sikhs themselves adopted under the orders of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. This code of conduct with restrictions laid the foundation
of a distinct identity of the initiated ones. The custom of using 'Singh' and 'Kaur'
with the names of the initiated ones was also a part of the code of conduct. Making
an initiated one free from any fallacy of birth, occupation or illusion, it was also
affirmed alongwith the Sikh identity as follows:

Father: Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

Mother: Mata Sahib Kaur Ji.

Birth: Sri Kesgarh Sahib.

Resident of: Sri Anandpur Sahib.

That was the base of birth dissipation, work dissipa-tion, caste dissipation and
doubt dissipation. Even the pur-suit of such an occupation was encouraged that
may not compel one to be slave or subordinate to another fellow. Disbelief in caste
system was also a part of this recommen-dation. The four occupations recognized
were: agriculture, trading, fighting battles and education. Begging with open hands
was prohibited. Recognition was given to marriages in one's community. It was
also necessary in this way that no unguided one was to be believed. Misdeeds such
as theft and robbery, which impeded healthy development of soci-ety, were strictly
forbidden. These were the modes preva-lent in society, and the same were used as
the foundation of the code of conduct and are still acknowledged true in the present
time.

In the contemporary Sikh literature at the times of the Gurus, Bani is accepted
as the pivot of Sikhism, and worship of the immortal Almighty is the only acceptable
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worship. Paying homage to any mosque or grave is forbid-den. Attending the
congregation to maintain one's faith in Waheguru was and is also a part of the code
of conduct. Whatever issues appeared after the creation of Khalsa were all based on
Gurbani. In the personal presence of the Guru also, the purview of the 'Shabad' only
was mandatory for an initiated one. In order to safeguard the Sikh code of con-duct
from whatever the parallel religious behaviour was building up, the Guru-directed
instructions were not to trust the following five sects in particular and the others in
gen-eral. These were: Dheermaliye, Ramraiye, Meenas, Masands and the Sirgumiye
the ones who intentionally disgraced the hair. Orders were not to deal with or to
remain away from any girl-child killer or the pipe smokers. Perhaps in the personal
presence of the Ten Gurus, the code of con-duct might not be as essential as it is
today. But when Sri Guru Granth Sahib was bestowed with Guruship, the same
was acknowledged as patronage for guidance of the Khalsa community. Still, of
course, the Gurus had already given the basic principles in Gurbani which were
later brought into practice during the creation of the Khalsa. It was also forbidden to
deal with those who could not abide by the code from within self, and the followers
of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji were fully up in arms to settle with the ones oppos-ing the
outward appearance code. The conduct path that was prepared by Sri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji or was enunciated in Gurbani, the same was depicted by Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji as the highway in the form of the Khalsa. History stands witness that whatever
the code of conduct was accepted by the Sikhs out of regard for the Guru, the
present form of the code is in continuation of the same one.

Renowned historians like Giani Gian Singh. Mr. Macauliff. Dr. Ganda Singh
and Indu Bhushan Bannerjee have confirmed the five-emblemed code during the
times of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. The historians have also ac-cepted that the
believers in prevalent religious rites and rituals believed equally in the teachings of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. However, with belief in Sikhism, the effect of such rites
and rituals decreased because whosoever shunned casteism and became part of the
congregation followed the path of Sikhism and led a respectable life as a Sikh.
Tradi-tional religious customs before the period of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji's
completely lost their grip with the creation of the Khalsa.

The Code of Conduct : In order to authenticate the code of conduct as given
in Gurbani, some of the codes became popular under the names of some prominent
Sikhs of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji, which are said to be more than three dozen. But
we shall review five out of them. Fore-most, it is essential to know as to what a
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'Rehatnama’ - the code of conduct - is.

According to Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, 'Rehatnama’ is the text wherein is
described the custom of living as per the principles of Sikhism, and also wherein is
given a de tailed version of the systematized activities for the Sikhs. Conduct codes
are numerous, which the devotee Sikhs have written in accordance with their talent
and conviction. But only those versions are acceptable which bear no conflict with
Gurbani or the Vars of Bhai Gurdas Ji' (Mahan Kosh, Page 1015).

As per above, base of every code of conduct should be Gurbani. In Gurbani,
the code-follower is admitted as 'worth praise in the code' - bandi andar sift karae.
The ver-sions which have not gone with this compliance should not be accepted as
part of the code of conduct. Such is the prime mode of Sikh philosophy that every
effort should be made to avoid a possible gap between theory and practical. That is
why, in Gurbani, a Pandit is advised to be a true Pandit and a Muslim as a true
Muslim. Some references in all religions are common, and these be taken as trustwor-
thy pivots in religion. Such as speaking the truth, serving others, meditation, simplicity
and humility have been ad-mitted in every religion in one or the other form according
to time and place.

Here, we shall give a brief description of each of the five popularly prevalent
codes of conduct. These are: Rehatnama Bhai Nand Lal Ji, Rehatnama Bhai Chaupa
Singh Ji, Rehatnama Bhai Prahlad Singh Ji, Rehatnama Bhai Desa Singh Ji and
Rehatnama Bhai Daya Singh Ji. All the five composers were the loyal courtiers of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji due to which they enjoyed distinct reverence among the
Sikh devotees.

1. Code of Conduct Bhai Nand Lal Ji: Bhai Nand Lal Ji (1633-1713) was
born in Ghazni as his father was in service there. But after the death of his father, he
came to Multan where his marriage took place in a Guru-devoted family. There he
became a scribe to the ruler of Multan and got the position of Naib-subedar. He had
to leave his job during the reign of Aurangzeb. He spent some time in un-derstanding
the Sikh religion by reading and listening. At that time, Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
was the Guru and his ideology, approach and practicality made a deep impact on
Bhai Nand Lal Ji. An earnest urge to see him brought him to Sri Anandpur Sahib
via Amritsar. Then he became all out for the place. He was one of the 52 poets in the
court of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Alongwith ghazals, poems and prose, codes of
conduct and religious punishment written by him are available.

This code is in the question-answer form. Though it does not segregate the
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individual and the community code, but still the development of community code
has not been oversighted with the congregational code. Specially, the word, the
Shabad, as the ideal deity and the code of con-duct as central axis have been
described to emphasize that assimilation with 'Shabad' helps in the brightening of
the intellect as well as a means of direct communication with the Guru and the
Guru-incarnate Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji:

"mera roop Granth Ji jaan.

is mein bheid nahi kichh maan"

Code of Punishment: This text by Bhai Nand Lal Ji is also in question-answer
form. Actually, there used to be two main aspects of the code of conduct of popular
reli-gions. The first dealt with 'do's' and the second with 'do'nts'. The same have
been described as Sikh code of conduct and the prohibitions. In this text, Bhai Sahib
has first of all iden-tified the accused. The one violating the morality of the community
is termed as accused. The accused is the one who knowingly violates the code of
conduct. The ill-deed can be apparent and hidden also. It is elaborately described in
this text.

2. Code of Conduct of Bhai Chaupa Singh Ji : In Sikh literature, he is also
known as Bhai Chaupa Singh Khidawa; the baby-sitter, because he used to make
play Guru Ji during childhood. He was a Chhibber Brahamin and resident of Kariyal
in district Jhelum. He is known to he among the first to be baptised with 'Khande-di-
Pahul' after it was served to the five 'beloved ones'. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha says
that 'the person was play-companion and devout devotee of the Guru. There is a
text of code of con-duct prepared by him which the ignorant Sikhs have adulterated.
(Mahan Kosh, P. 479). Itis very clear that the available text is a copy of the original
and its authenticity is doubtful because its language does not appear to be of that
period. However, it becomes evident that the code of conduct had attained
prominence in Sikhism after 1699, and every effort was made to perpetuate the
codes of con-duct written by the various well-respected confidants of the Guru faith.
In this text also, just like that of Bhai Nand Lal Ji, there is a detail of the code of
punishment after the code of conduct.

Under the title of 'the punishment code', the terms of wrong conduct are found
in detail. The beginning of this code has been made with the process of getting
atonement of the misdeed. So it is said From whosoever the misdeed is done, he
should be held standing with folded- hands in front of all and he should be pardoned
with no hitch. He is to be punished, not revenged. Various types of wrong-do-ers



Gurdwara Gazette 140 Harr (June 2025)

are also mentioned. One who sits among all with no propriety be termed as foolish
delinquent; one who keeps the underwear under the armpit be termed as firm delin-
quent; one who steals the Guru's offering, be termed as le-thargic delinquent; one
who makes discrimination during distribution of the sacred sacrament (Parshad), be
termed as the one-eyed delinquent; the one who refuses support to the bier. be termed
as lowbred delinquent; the one who re-fuses help despite wealth. be termed as debtor
ever.

3. Code of Conduct of Bhai Prahlad Singh Ji: He was a Brahman Sikh and
knew Persian language very well. He was a court scribe and with the permission of
Guru Ji, he is said to have done the translation in own language of about 50 Upnishads
translated by Dara Shikoh in Persian. This code of conduct consists of only three
pages. The lines 'Guru Khalsa maniya ke pargat gura ki deh' and 'sab sikhan ko
hukam hae Guru Manio Granth' of this text are popular among the Sikhs.

4. Code of Conduct of Bhai Desa Singh Ji: With reference to Bhatt Vahiyyas,
itis a popular belief that Bhai Desa Singh was the son of Bhai Mani Singh Ji. The
time of its composition appears to be later than 1783 A.D.because Bhai Desa Singh
has written in it that he lived there where Jassa Singh Kalal (d. 1783 A.D.) also
lived. Written in the last years of the 18th century, the basis of this code ap-pears
similar to that of Bhai Nand Lal Ji.

5. Code of Conduct of Bhai Daya Singh Ji: He was a Khatri from Sialkot
and was one among the Five beloved Ones. When Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji had to
send his fa-mous writing Zafarnama to Aurangzeb, it was Bhai Daya Singh who
took it and delivered it to King Aurangzeb at Ahmed Nagar. He reached Nanded
with Guru Sahib and breathed his last in the same year in which Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji's soul mingled with the eternal light. The text of this code of conduct also
gives the impression of its being unadulterated. This text is different from the other
ones as it is written in prose.

No doubt, the five writers of these five codes were highly respected by the
Sikhs as they were associated with the Guru's royal court. But these codes have
many such hints which do not allude to the Sikh Guru Sahibs' lives and ideology of
Gurbani. But since these writers had close association with the Guru's Court, their
writings brought many misconceptions among the Sikh community. In or-der to get
rid of the fallacies, it became essential to estab-lish and propagate such a code of
conduct that related to the creation of the Khalsa based on 'Shabad-Guru of Gurbani.
The code may also preserve and safeguard the Shabad-Guru in form and ideology
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of the Sikhs. For achiev-ing this purpose, the supreme institution of the Sikhs.

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar constituted a custom-

code sub-committee. The sub-com-mittee comprised of 25 renowned Sikh scholars
and mem-bers of religious sects of Sikhism. Professor Teja Singh was nominated as
its Convener. The sub-committee held its meetings on 4-5 October 1931, 3rd January
1932 and 31st January 1932 at Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, and the prepared manuscript
was sent to various institutions for analysis. Opinions were received from fifty leaders
of the Sikhs and 21 institutions. Under the proposal of the Shiromani Com-mittee,

the 25-member sub-committee reviewed it on 26th September 1932 and after giving
the final touches, offered it for the final opinion of the General House of Congrega-

tion on 1st October 1932. After receiving the opinions of the Sikh Sangat, the custom-
code sub-committee scrutinized them and reviewed the available codes of conduct
on the basis of Gurbani, and after elaborate analysis, prepared and presented such a
manuscript of the Sikh Code of Conduct that stood up to the test of the ideology of
'Shabad-Guru' based on the doctrines advocated by the Sikh Gurus. The All India
Sikh Mission Board in its resolution no.1 dated 1-8-1936, the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee in its resolution no. 149 dated 12-10-36, and then again the
eight members of the 'Religious Advisory Board' of the Shiromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committee in their gath-ering on 7-1-1945 reviewed the proposed
manuscript and, with some amendments, approved it for implementation vide
resolution no. 97 dated 03-02-1945. The present text of the Sikh Code of Conduct,

prepared and published by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee has
been endorsed by the wise, learned and devoted Sikhs who un-derstand and

acknowledge the grace and grandeur of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and the Khalsa
Community, and thus the Code fully represents and incorporates the Guru-ori-ented
ideology. This code of conduct is prescribed for ev-ery Sikh who is devoted to Sri
Guru Granth Sahib and the Khalsa Community. It does not relate to any specific

indi-vidual, sect. party, organization. society or institution; rather it relates to the
entire Sikh community. That is why. there is no provision for any individual or any
organiza-tion to make any willful change in the basic constitution of this 'Sikh Code
of Conduct'.

The Sikh Code of Conduct begins with a word of eulogy for a Sikh that tells of
the unique identity of a Sikh. Sikhs, male or female, keep absolute faith in One
Almighty, the ten Sikh Gurus and the scriptural hymns of Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
the sanctified 'Khande-Bate-di-Pahul' and do not rely on any other belief or faith.
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Such a living style gives us the right to call ourselves the Sikhs. No Sikh can violate
the prohibitive line of this Sikh Code of Conduct.

Undoubtedly, the Sikh code of conduct is a precise but significant constitution
as it has an equitable approval of the 'Guru-Panth'. An assessment of its significance
in community life can be made from the words of the daily prayer offered every
morning and evening by every Sikh: 'the benign boon of Sikhi to Sikhs, the boon of
Hair, the boon of right conduct, the boon of divine intelligence, the boon of trust
and faith, and the supreme boon being the holy dip in the nectar pool at Sri Amritsar...'
In this part of the prayer, an entreaty for the conduct mode is made in equality with
'the boon of Sikhi faith, the boon of hair and the boon of meditation.'

What needs to be understood clearly is that a Sikh's complete life is based on
community conduct - Panthic jeevan. An individual or a specific person has no
entity in the religious practice of Sikhism. Since his birth to his death, he is an
inseparable part of the Panth the community, and that is why a Sikh is impressed
upon to adhere to the code of Sikh conduct from birth till death. According to the
code of Sikh conduct, a Sikh's entire life is for the welfare of others. That is why,
while fulfilling personal duties and faith, one has to look after one's community
also. For the benefit of students and the seekers, a brief form of the text of 'Code of
Sikh Conduct' is given as follows so that it could be understood properly.

(From the book 'Study of the Sikhism (Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information)
Part-1)
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC Officials Visit Injured Sikhs from Poonch
Attack

Amritsar: On the directions of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, SGPC officials visited the
Sikhs who were injured in the recent attack in Poonch, met them in the hospital, and
assured all possible assistance on behalf of the Sikh body.

SGPC Secretary Partap Singh and Sri Darbar Sahib Manager Rajinder Singh
Ruby expressed their sympathy after meeting Gurmeet Singh and his son Rajvansh
Singh, who are undergoing treatment at a private hospital in Amritsar.

Providing details, SGPC Secretary Partap Singh explained that amid the tense
situation in the country, the victims were traveling from Poonch to Jammu when
their vehicle convoy was attacked. As a result, one Sikh lost his life while Gurmeet
Singh, his son Rajvansh Singh, and other family members sustained serious injuries.
Gurmeet Singh and Rajvansh Singh were admitted to a private hospital in Amritsar,
where they are currently receiving medical care.

Secretary Partap Singh stated that the SGPC considers it a duty to stand with
humanity in times of distress and is completely fulfilling its responsibility even under
the current circumstances. He added that, under the instructions of SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami, special arrangements for shelter and meals have been made
at nearby Gurdwaras for people displaced from border areas. Additionally, sacred
saroops of Sri Guru Granth Sahib are also being safely relocated from evacuated
village Gurdwaras.

Secretary Partap Singh appealed to residents of border areas to contact their
nearest historic Gurdwaras under SGPC management, if they require assistance.

May 9
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SGPC Objects to YouTuber’s Animation Video on
Guru Sahib

“Remove Video Immediately or Face Legal Action” —
Advocate Dhami

Amritsar— Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, President of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), has strongly objected to an animation
video created using Al by YouTuber Dhruv Rathee, which features the Tenth Guru,
Sri Guru Gobind Singh, and the Sahibzadas. He has demanded that the video be
taken down immediately and has urged the government to take the strictest possible

action against it.

Advocate Dhami stated that the history of Sikh Gurus and Sikh personalities is
a sacred and inviolable heritage, and no individual has the right to distort or
misrepresent it. He emphasized that no film or animation depicting the Gurus or
their families can be created, as the SGPC has already passed resolutions imposing
a complete ban on such portrayals.

He added that, aside from historical inaccuracies, the inclusion of Al-generated
visuals depicting the Sikh Gurus in Dhruv Rathee’s video has hurt religious
sentiments of Sikh community. Such portrayals violate Sikh principles and traditions,
as in Sikhi, the Gurus, Sahibzadas, and their families cannot be represented in human
form or in films. Therefore, this YouTuber has acted in contradiction to Sikh tenets.

The SGPC President has called on the YouTuber to immediately remove the
video and has warned that if the video is not taken down, the SGPC will initiate
legal proceedings against him. May 19

Indian Army Officer’s Statement About
Deploying Air Defence Guns at Sri Harmandar
Sahib is Shocking — Head Granthi

— Advocate Dhami Also States No Such Permission Was
Granted, Nor Did Any Such Incident Occur

Sri Amritsar — Responding to the recent claim made by Indian Army Lieutenant
General Sumer Ivan D’Cunha during an interview with a channel—where he stated
that air defence guns were deployed at Sri Harmandar Sahib amid the recent India-
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Pakistan tensions—Giani Amarjeet Singh, Additional Head Granthi of Sachkhand
Sri Harmandar Sahib, has called the statement shockingly untrue and outrightly
rejected it.

He clarified that the management of Sri Harmandar Sahib had cooperated with
the district administration’s guidelines regarding the city-wide blackout by switching
off exterior and upper lights of the complex within the specified time frame. However,
lights at locations where religious code of conduct (Maryada) is observed were kept
on, and the sanctity the religious place was maintained with full responsibility.

Giani Amarjeet Singh asserted that the claim made by the Army officer that the
Head Granthi gave permission for the deploying air defence guns during “Operation
Sindhoor” is completely false. He emphasized that no such permission was ever
granted, nor was any such deployment allowed at this sacred site. He reiterated that
the daily religious practices at Sri Darbar Sahib, the Langar of Guru Ramdas Ji,
places of Sri Akhand Path Sahib, and other related gurdwaras were conducted as
per strict protocols, and no one has the right to interfere with them.

Despite the tense situation in recent days, the full religious code of conduct
continued at Sri Harmandar Sahib with dedication and discipline. Giani Amarjeet
Singh made it clear that no lights were turned off at any religious site where Maryada
was being observed, even during the blackout. He expressed surprise and concern
over why such a statement was made by the Army officer and asserted confidently
that no permission for installing guns was ever given.

Regarding the same statement by Army officer, the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami also
said that while the administration contacted them only about switching off the lights
during the blackout, they fully cooperated in the interest of administrative
responsibility while maintaining the sanctity of the ongoing Maryada. However,
there was no contact from any Army official regarding the installation of air defence
guns at Sri Harmandar Sahib.

He said that based on consultation with Additional Head Granthi Giani Amarjeet
Singh, only the outer lights were turned off following the district administration’s
guidelines. Advocate Dhami pointed out that even during the blackout, large numbers
of devotees continued to visit and do Sewa (voluntary service) at Sri Harmandar
Sahib, and had there been any such event like gun deployment, the Sangat
(congregation) would certainly have noticed and seen it.
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He expressed surprise that an Army officer would propagate such a claim and
demanded that the Government of India clarify why such statements are being issued
by Army officials. Dhami acknowledged the commendable role played by the Army
and the country during the tense circumstances, but emphasized that spreading such
falsehoods about the central religious place of Sikhs days after the events is shockingly
untrue. As SGPC President, Advocate Dhami clearly stated that no permission was
ever granted for the deployment of guns.

Sri Harmandar Sahib’s Head Granthi, Giani Raghbir Singh, also clarified that
although he was on an international visit during the Army operation, there was no
communication with him regarding any gun deployment, nor did any such incident
occur at Sri Darbar Sahib. He too described the Army officer’s statement as
shockingly untrue. May 20

READERS PAY ATTENTION

Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it in the trash. -Editor
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