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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16th June to 15th July)
17 June
18 June

(a)
(b)

19 June
22 June
26 June
27 June
30 June
1 July

7 July
8 July
9 July

(a)
(b)

10 July
12 July
15 July

(a)

(b)

Kar Sewa of the sarovar of Sri Darbar Sahib started. (17-6-1923)
First election of under 'Central Board' under the Gurdawara Act.
(18-6-1926)
All Parties convention at Chandigarh demanded return of Punjab to
Chandigarh.
(18-6-1968)
Gurdwara Bhai Pheru case decided in the favour of Sikhs by a
judicial court.
(19-6-1931)
The Viceroy announced formation of Interim goverment for India,
Sikh decided to boycott the Cabinet Mission.
(22-6-1946)
Painda Khan and Adina Begh attacked Sri Anandpur Sahib.
(26-6-1700)
Death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
(27-6-1839)
House of Commons (U.S.A.) discussed Sikh problems. 204 members supported Sikh cause.
(30-6-1989)
Battle of Nangal Gujran. Baba Gurdita alongwith one hundred Sikhs,
fought on the side of Himat Chand Handuri against the Pathan Chief
of Ropar.
(1-7-1635)
S. Surjit Singh Barnala appeared at Sri Akal Takhat Sahib.(7-7-1988)
Tara Singh Moga moved Gurdwara Bill in Punjab Legislative
Council.
(8-7-1925)
Gurdwara Bill passed an Act.
(9-7-1925)
Akali Dal launched agitation agianst imposition of internal emergency
by Indira Gandhi.
(9-7-1975)
The ban on Punjabi Suba Zindabad slogan withdrawn. (10-7-1955)
Master Tara Singh demanded referendum of on the issue of Punjabi
Suba.
(12-7-1961)
Delegation of Khalsa Darbar met Gandhi at Lahore. Gandhi assured
the Sikhs that Congress shall not accept any constitution that did not
satisfy Sikhs.
(15-7-1934)
Master Tara Singh demanded Sikh State and presented analogy of
Isreal, If Isreal can be created for 10% Jews then why not for the
Sikhs whose homeland is Punjab.
(15-7-1945)
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In continuation with the last edition:

SRI GURU GOBIND SINGH JI
(1666-1708)
-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi'
We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
'History of the Sikh Gurus' by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).
Educational Activities
He went through the whole gamut of epic-literature in Sanskrit, and equipped his
mind with soul-stirring legends of the Mahabharata and the Puranas and was deeply
impressed by the idea which runs throughout the Puranic literature, the idea of a saviour
appearing from time to time to uphold righteousness and destroy unrighteousness to uproot
evil and establish good. The stories of Ram destroying the Demon-King of Lanka, the son
of Devki crushing Kansa, and especially the exploits of that personification of righteousness
and divine power called Durga, breaking skulls and drinking the blood of Mahkasur and
other demons, filled his heart with hope and confidence. Besides this, as he grew in age, he
began to understand correctly what his inheritance was and what it alluded to. Shri Guru
Nanak Sahib in one of his hymns had named God as demon-killer. Similar views were
expressed by Guru Ram Das Ji. Guru Gobind Singh Ji in consonance with the views of
Shri Guru Nanak Sahib and other Guru Sahib regarded God as demon-killer, with the
difference that he unlike prophets sent by God, did not arrogate to himself any divinity.
Therefore while strongly believing in his heaven-ordained mission, he humbly declared
that he was but a servant of the Supreme Being and anybody calling him God will be
thrown into the cauldron of hell.
As a part of his programme of educating the masses to enable them to fraternise
themselves with the Sikh Movement; he gathered around him a comity of literary luminaries
from all parts of India. The records1 speak 105 poets and 20 writers but we feel that they
formed only the nucleus and in fact, there were a larger number of poets and writers.
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According to Sikh tradition, a vigorous drive was made to re-write, restate, translate the
old Puranic literature, and also to create such literature which prepared the people to
realise the ideals of the movement. Though the detailed account of the literary compositions
of the various poets is not known, yet some works are available indicating the spirit which
these works wanted to generate. Sainapat rendered Chanakya Neeti from Sanskrit to Brij
Bhasha. Bhoj and Lakhan translated 'Praja Tantar', Bhai Nand Lal composed Bandgi
Nama, Amrit and Lahar: gave a live interpretation to Sabba Parv of Mahabharata, The
common note of these compositions was that heroic struggle should be waged against the
evil forces. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji himself wrote a lot. During his stay at Paonta he
composed 227 Chhands of Deb Path.2 Gopi Berahe Natak consisting of 136 Chhands, Ras
Mandai comprising 310 Chhands, Judh Parbodh, Shaster Narn Mal.
The literature as produced by Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji was not for its own sake,
it was used as one of the levers for the regeneration of the people. "The key-note of this
vast literature some of which is preserved in the Dasam Granth is optimism, freedom from
superstition and strong faith in the oneness of God and of all humanity. His purpose in
creating literature was to infuse a new spirit among his followers and steel their hearts
against all injustice and tyranny.' The tyranny that then prevailed in the country was not
only political but religious and social as well. If some of the rulers subjected the people to
certain disabilities and hardships, the Brahmins and Mullas where they were concerned,
were no less cruel in keeping millions of their countrymen in a sort of religious bondage. If
the political rulers were treating the subject people like so many vermins, their religious
leaders were doing no less in looking down upon so many of their fellowmen as untouchable.
The political tyranny was discriminate and occasional but the religious tyranny was
indiscriminate and continuous being practised every day in kitchens, at village wells, in
temples and hundreds of other places of mutual resort.
It was more heinous than any other crime.
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji says:
"The sins committed in the name of religion are such as to put even greatest sins
to brood."
Missionary Activities
Notwithstanding his pre-occupations, the Guru Ji addressed himself to the task of
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spreading his mission. He got a gurdwara built on the banks of the Jamuna in November,
1685. The shrine was named 'Paonta Sahib', meaning a foot-stool to stay. Religious
gatherings used to be held as usual both in the morning and evening wherein Divine Music
and religious discourses were held. In this way, the Guru Ji tried to convey his message to
the local populace. Apart from this, the Guru Ji visited Kapal Mochan, Kalsia, Slana, and
Thanesar. He visited the village named Dhakauli while he was returning to Anandpur from
Paonta. He also visited the village Lahar. All these places have gurdwaras commemorating
Guru Sahib's visit and his impact on them. Many persons personally visited Paonta to listen
to the Guru Ji. A renowned Muslim Saint, namely Budhu Shah came to Paonta and after a
long conversation with him came round to the Guru Sahib's views. Budhu Shah remained
for some time with the Guru Ji who entertained great affection for him. After some time,
the Guru Ji at the recommendation of this very Faqir recruited 500 Pathans, discharged
from the Mughal Army for a petty offence and by doing so, showed to the world that the
Guru Ji was not anti-Islam. He was the protagonist of progressive forces leavening the
process of regeneration.
The Guru Ji, in order to give Sikh orientation to the Indian, faiths, thought it prudent
to create a separate class of persons possessed of a fairly wide knowledge of Sanskrit and
devoted to the Guru Sahib's Gospel. To achieve this object, the Guru Ji sent five chosen
Sikhs to Pandit Raghu Nath for learning Sanskrit; but that monster of orthodoxy refused
because none of the students was Brahmin. At this, the Guru Ji sent those very Sikhs to
Benaras but this time dressed in saffron-coloured apparel. A gurdwara named 'Chetan
Math Guru ki Sangat' has been built at that place. Those five Sikhs-Ram Singh, Sobha
Singh, Karam Singh, Ganda Singh and Vir Singh-were intiated into' the order of the Khalsa
through the baptism of the sword. They founded an organisation, known as Nirmala which
in course of time, rendered meritorious services, to the cause oflearning and scholastic
pursuits among the Sikhs.
Notes and References
1. Refer to Guru Gobind Singh Ji De Darbari Ratan by Piara Singh Padam, pp. 4-6.
2. Deb Path (1683-84); Gopi Berahe 136 Chhands (1680), Ras MandaI A.D. 1688, Judh Parbodh A.D. 1688,
Shastar Narn Mala A.D. 1685.
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