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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16th September to 15th October)
16 Sep.

18 Sep.

20 Sep.

21 Sep.

23 Sep.

24 Sep.
25 Sep.

(a) Assassination of S. Ajit Singh and S. Lehna Singh Sandhawalia.
(16-9-1843)
(b) Raja Bhim Chand of Bilaspur died. Guru Gobind Singh Sahib visited
Bilaspur to join his last prayers.
(16-9-1692)
(c) Students of Khalsa College Amritsar took out a protest procession to
condemn police atrocities at Chando Kalan (Haryana). The Police
entered the College campus and attacked the students injuring and
arresting several of them.
(16-9-1981)
(a) Martyrdom of Bhai Shango Shah and Bhai Jit Mal (sons of Bibi Vero.
daughter of Guru Hargobind Sahib) Bhai Udha (son of Bhai Khema
Chandania) and Bhai Hari Das (brother of Bhai Mani Singh) etc.
(18-9-1688)
(b) Coronation of Maharaja Dalip Singh, the youngest son of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, the last ruler of the Sikh Empire.
(18-9-1843)
(a) Master Tara Singh elected as the president of S.G.P.C. (20-9-1955)
(b) Akali leaders and Lal Bahadur Shastri (Home Minister) held talks on
the issue of Punjabi Suba.
(20-9-1961)
(c) Akali MLA's walked out of Punjab Assembly to protest against
Police raid on Gurdwaras.
(20-9-1961)
Kaka Inderjit Singh, a small Sikh boy, was killed and his dead body
was thrown in the well by the Police because he had raised pro'Punjabi Suba' slogans.
(21-9-1960)
Indian Government appointed three member cabinet committee
comprising of Indira Gandhi, Mahanvir Tyagi, Y.B. Chavan to discuss
the Punjab issue.
(23-9-1965)
The founder of the Singh Sabha Movement and a Sikh missionary
Prof. Gurmukh Singh passed away.
(24-9-1896)
(a) Ban on Sword withdrawn.
(25-9-1935)
(b) All Parties conference, held at Chandigarh, demanded return of
Chandigarh to Punjab.
(25-9-1969)

Gurdwara Gazette

28 Sep.
29 Sep.

(a)
(b)

30 Sep.
1 October

2 October
3 October
5 October

(a)
(b)

7 October

8 October

9 October
12 October

(c)
(a)
(b)
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Akali Dal condemned Gandhi's comments about sword. (28-9-1940)
Firing at Baz Baz Ghat Calcutta. Several Sikh passengers of
Komagata Maru Ship died in Police/army firing.
(29-9-1914)
Army left Darbar Sahib Central Area.
(29-9-1984)
Indian Government banned sacred Sikh Sword in the domestic flights
too.
(30-9-1981)
Master Tara Singh agreed to break his fast unto death on formation
of a High Powered Commission to discuss the issue of Punjabi Suba.
(1-10-1961)
Sant Chanan Singh elected as the president of S.G.P.C.
(2-10-1962)
The Sikhs, under the command of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur,captured
the town of Rahon.
(3-10-1710)
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur left Nanded for the Sikh Home-land.
(5-10-1708)
Sikhs took over the control of Gurdwara for Babe-Di-Ber, Sialkot
(Pakistan) from the Mahant.
(5-10-1920)
S. Pritam Singh elected the president of S.G.P.C.
(5-10-1952)
Death of Mata Sulakhni Ji (wife of Guru Nanak Sahib). (7-10-1539)
Bhai Makhan Shah Lubana announced publically at Baba Bakala
about installation of Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib as the 9th Nanak.
(7-10-1664)
Bhai Taru Singh resident of village Poohla district Lahore was arrested
on charge of his helping the Sikhs and his scalp was removed when
he spurned the purposal to embrace Islam.
(8-10-1745)
Dogra Dhian Singh killed Chet Singh (a close friend of Maharaja
Kharak Singh).
(9-10-1839)
The committee of 25 Singhs took charge of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib
under the leadership of Jathedar Teja Singh Bhuchar. (12-10-1920)
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In continuation with the last edition:

SRI GURU TEGH BAHADUR SAHIB JI
(1621-1675)
-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi'
We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book
'History of the Sikh Gurus' by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh
History Research Board (SGPC).

Sikhs also suffered along with the Hindus & other non-Muslims
Like other non-Muslims particularly the Hindus, the Sikhs too, according to Khafi
Khan, came in for their share; their temples were being destroyed and their leaders externed.
(Muntakhab-ul-Lubab ii 651-2) Mirza Inayat-Ullah Ismi tells us in the Ahkam-i-Alarngiri
that in compliance with the orders of the Emperor and with the consent of the local qazi
the Sikh temples in the town of Buriya in the parganah of Khizrabad of the Sarkar of
Sirhind had been demolished and a mosque had been raised on its site.1 Sayyid Zafar
Darvesh was appointed in charge of that mosque to guide prayers and benedictions. Some
Sikhs attacked the mosque and killed the Darvesh, The Emperor rebuked the Qazi and his
father who was the head of the police. According to Hari Ram Gupta, this sort of incidents
had become a common occurrence.2
In the field of taxation, the policy of discrimination was launched with great. vigour.
Jaziya and pilgrimage taxes were re-levied. Custom duties on the Muslims were fixed 2.5
percent and in the case of the Hindus at 5 percent. It was ordered that in the lunar year,
the Muslims should pay 2.5% and the Hindus 5% on the price of their cattle.
Equally pitiable was the condition of the non-Muslims in the matter of conversions.
Islam being a missionary religion and the ruling Muslim community being in a minority,
great importance had always been attached to conversion. However the tempo with which
the campaign of conversion was launched was singular in Aurangzeb's reign. The fact that
a deputation of Pandits appeared in the Darbar of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji in May, 1675
and complained of the government conducting a wholesale campaign of conversion is a
historical testimony too strong to be lost sight of.
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Shaky economic foundation
Another important factor which formed an important part of the texture of the
mood and policies of Aurangzeb was that the economic foundation of the Empire was
shaking. Jagirdari system on which the whole Mughal administration was built was suffering
a serious crisis. According to the mansabdari system each mansabdar was a public servant
and in his case appointment carried military obligations. He was required to keep a contingent
of troops to be requisitioned by the Central Government, if and when necessary. For his
own maintenance as well as for the maintenance of his contingent, he was granted a jagir
which was not a grant of any law rights but only an assignment of revenue accruing from
a particular piece of land as per assessment regulations of the Central Government. The
system worked well for some time, possibly because of the moderation and sagacity of the
mansabdars and of those at the helm of affairs. But sometime later, it began to suffer from
cracks and the condition of the peasants became very deplorable. The reasons were not
far to seek. The assessment of land being related to military obligations, the centre, in its
anxiety to make the mansabdars keep large contingents, was often prone to over assessment
of land.
Contradictions between the interests of the Imperial administration and individual
jagirdars
The Jagirdars would pass. on the incidence of the over-assessment to the cultivators.
Added to this, was the practice of frequent transfers of the assignees. This introduced an
element of contradiction between the interests of the Imperial administration and the
individual jagirdars "A jagirdar whose assignment was liable to be transferred any moment
and who never held the same jagir for more than three or four years at the utmost, could
never follow a far-sighted policy of agricultural development. On the other hand, his personal
interest would sanction any act of oppression that conferred an immediate benefit upon
him, even if it ruined the peasantry and so destroyed the revenue-paying capacity of that
area for all time."
Notes and References
1. Kalimat-i-Talyyabat, p. 115.
2. Rumbling of Imperial wrath and back to Makhowal-Dr. Hari Ram Gupta. Sikh Review, Guru Tegh Bahadur's
Martyrdom Tercentenary Number.

Cont...

Gurdwara Gazette

102

Assu (September 2016)

Gurdwara Gazette

103

Assu (September 2016)

Gurdwara Gazette

104

Assu (September 2016)

Gurdwara Gazette

105

Assu (September 2016)

Gurdwara Gazette

106

Assu (September 2016)

