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SGPC officials wuth J&K CM Omar Abdullah in Srinagar. TRIBUNE PHOTO
SGPC team meets Omar

Amritsar: A team of SGPC officials met Jammu and Kash-

mir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, urging him to initiate
measures for rehabilitation of Sikh families hit by floods
in the state. In a press statement issued here on Satur-
day, SGPC spokesperson Diljeet Singh Bedi said they
had appealed to the state government to speed up the
rehabilitation work as the cold wave was all set to tight-
en its grip in the state. The CM thanked SGPC chief Avtar
Singh Makkar for the relief work being carrled out by

them in the state. ,

/S PC hands over memorandum to J K Guv

Amritsar

A delegation of Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandak Com-
mittee (SGPC) led by its pres-
ident, Avtar Singh Makkar
handed over a memorandum
to the governor of Jammu
and Kashmir, N N Vohra and
state chief minister, Omar
Abduliah. In the memoran-
dum, committee narrated
the condition of Sikh com-
munity after natural calamity
inJ-K and its contribution
for the welfare of victims.
In the memorandum,

SGPC committee mformed
governor and chief minister
that the state of Jammu and
Kashmir is facing its worst
ever natural disaster in the
form of floods and its after-
math. Though the water have
receded in some areas yet
proper relief is not reaching
the affected people. The SGPC
is doing its best to provide
relief to the affected people
of Jammu and Kashmir. The
SGPC has sent more than
5,000 quintal of ration and
more than 10 trucks of other
relief material to be distrib-
uted without any discrimi-

nation among the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

As the entire valley suf-
fered immensely due to this
horrible natural calamity
the Sikhs too have suffered
a lot. At least 4,000 Sikh
families have been affected
by these floods in Sri Nagar
area alone. 25 to 30 Sikhs
have lost their lives in this
area alone where at least
22 to 25 colonies of the
Sikhs have been affected.
The localities such as Jawa-
har Nagar, Aluchabad, Lal
Chowk, Khadi Mill, Binma
ete where majority of Sikhs

(85)

resides have suffered exten-
sive damage, 83 houses have
collapsed and the first and
seond floors of the houses
of theses colonies have been
rendered useless.
Committee said, “More
than 100 carcasses are re-
portedly lying at Fauji
Dairy farm, Batmaloo. The
anthorities have not lifted
these carcasses and they
have not even sprayed any
disinfectant on these car-
casses and there are chances
of out break of any serious
disease in that areas”.
“About three feet water is

\

still there in majority of these
colonies but no effort has
been made by the authorities
to drain it out, The sikhs too
have suffered great losses to
their businesses and are in
dire need of rehabilitation,”
it added.

Further SGPC informed
that though the whole state
is suffering from the tragedy
and the government, Army
and other organisations are
trying their best to help the
needy but all these efforts
and help seem very negligible
keeping in view the magni-
tude of the tragedy.
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¥” Geelani showers praise on ™
SGPC for relief work in J&K

RECIPROCAL GESTURE The Hurriyat leader meets an SGPC team in Snnagar
seeks more medicines, feeder bottles and milk powder for flood victims

WA Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: All Parties Hurriyat
Conference chairman Syed Ali
Shah Geelani might be shying
away from praising the Indian
armed forces for their Herculean
effort in saving thousands of
lives in flood-ravaged Jammu
and Kashmir, the separatist lead-
er, however, has showered prais-
es over the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee for its
effort in providing relief to
flood-hit people of the Kashmir
-Valley.

In a letter to SGPC president
Avtar Singh Makkar, Geelani
has showered praises on the
SGPC for its efforts in provid-
ing relief material, including
‘langar (food served), to flood
vietims.

Geelani has also taken note
of the SGPC efforts in air-
lifting people from Srinagar
to Amritsar. “Your teams in
Srinagar are coordinating with
the local population to distribute
langar to flood-hit families and

. have now started a free medical
camp. There is a word of praise
for your organisation on the lip
of every Kashmiri. May god
always be with yvou,” Geelani
wrote in the letter, which was
delivered to Makkar by SGPC
secretary,M’anJlt Singh on

his return to Amritsar from
Srina on Saturday. )

w All Parties Hurriyat Conference chairman Syed Ali Shah Geelani

during a meeting with an SGPC delegation in Srinagar.

Geelani also met a 15-member
SGPC team, which had gone to
Srinagar on Friday for coor-
dinating the relief operations
there, at Gurdwara Shaheed
Ganj, Badgam, near Srinagar.

During his interaction with
team leader and SGPC gen-
eral secretary Sukhdev Singh
Bhaur and executive member
Rajinder Singh Mehta, Geelani
made a particular reference. to
the warm clothes and blankets
sent by the SGPC. He also noted
that the baby feeder bottles and
feeder nipples along with dry
milk powder transported by the
SGPC had reached many homes
in and around Srinagar.

HT PHOTO

According to Mehta, Geelani
has requested Makkar to send
in relief material, especially
medicines, feeder bottles and
milk powder, for the camp being
run by the Hurriyvat leader in
Srinagar.

Reacting to the letter, Makkar
in a statement here said the
SGPC had never discriminated
with anyone while distribut-
ing relief material. “It was the
same in Uttarakhand last year
and now in J&K, the SGPC does
not look at anyone’s religion or
caste while extending a helping
hand,” he added.

Makkar also assured the
Hurriyat leader that the SGPC

YOUR TEAMS IN

SRINAGAR ARE
COORDINATING WITH THE
LOCALS TO DISTRIBUTE
LANGAR TO FLOOD-HIT
FAMILIES AND HAVE
NOW STARTED A FREE
MEDICAL CAMP.

SYED ALl SHAH GEELANI,
APHC leader

would continue to extend help to
the flood-hit people so long as it
was required. Meanwhile, Mehta
presented a detailed report on
the relief operations undertaken
by the SGPC over the last 10 days
to Makkar:

Following the report, the SGPC
is likely send more medicines and
doctors to Srinagar to its medical
camp, which is organised on the
premises of Gurdwara Shaheed
Bunga, where the gurdwara body
is also running a full-fledged
relief camp.

A large number of people
come at the relief camp for
having food served at the lan-
gar (community kitchen) of
the shrine. Besides food pack-
ets are also being prepared for
the Indian Air Force to airdrop
over areas, where people are still
trapped. /

C delegation returns from Kashmir \

I‘ng;]l? EWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, SEPTEMBER 20

An SGPC delegation that
had gone to Jammu and
Kashmir returned today
after taking stock of the
flood-affected areas.

The delegation, led by its
general secretary Sukhdev
Singh Bhaur, will now sub-
mit a report to SGPC presi-
dent Avtar Singh Makkar
on the basis of which they
will chalk out a strategy for

SGPC members at the Amritsar airport on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

affected
issued today, Makkar said Jammu and Kashmir, irre-

days. As per a release

the SGPC would continue

people of

spective of their caste,

During the delegatmn s
visit to Kashmir, Hurnyat:_
leader Syed Ali Shah Gee-:
lani also met them and_
expressed satisfaction
with the SGPC’s efforts to
facilitate relief to the
flood-hit. He has also writ-
ten a letter to Makkar,
seeking more ration, blan--
kets and medicines. -

Responding to  the
demand, Makkar said
they would provide these
items as per their require-




/On mission rescue, SGPC team leaves for J&K \

PeRN
TRIBUNL N

AMRITSAR, SEPTEMBER 16

The SGPC has embarked
upon one of its biggest
resource mobilisation
drives in recent times to
provide succour to the
flood-hit in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Today, it sent a five-mem-
ber medical team to the
flood-hit areas. The team
comprised three doctors,
including a paediatrician
and an orthopaedist, work-
ing in Shri Guru Ram Das
Charitable Hospital, Amrit-
sar. The team will set up a
medical camp at Gurdwara
Shaheed Bunga Sahib in
Budgam. It has taken along
medicines worth over Rs 2
lakh. The team will be in
touch with the SGPC that

=1 peT e 3 - X 4 4 4
will send medicines as and  ggpe ohiaf Avtar Singh Makkar with 2 medical team at the Amritsar airport on Tuesday, TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH

when required.

Kulwinder Singh,- SGPC
official, said they had set up
a relief camp at Gurdwara
Shaheed Bunga Sahib
where at least 5,000 people

day. The SGPC had deputed

* Amedical team comprising three
doctors, including a paediatrician and
an orthopaedist, has reached J&K

were served 'langar every- © Ine team will set up a medical
g 4 camp at Gurdwara Shaheed Bunga

served 'langar’ everyday

HThe SGPC has sent 80,000 packets
of food and 100 quintals of ration,
including rice, pulses, sugar, flour,
ghee, oil, tea leaves, biscuits and
bread for the flood-hit

Lending a helping hand to the flood-affected people in Jammu and Kashmir

kg of sugar, soap and toothpaste
for the flood-hit

= Ateam of 12 SGPC officials in Srina-
gar is coordinating rescue operations

®The SGPC has brought back at least

collecting funds and relief
material for affected people.
It has opened an account
with HDFC Bank (A/C No.
02631770000013) so that the
people can deposit money
for helping the flood-hit.
Avtar Singh Makkar,
SGPC chief, said the relief
work would be stopped only
after the situation in Jam-
mu and Kashmir turned
normal. ¢

More institutes pitch in

Fatehgarh Sahib: SGPC
institutions — Shri Guru
Granth Sahib World Univer-
sity, Mata Gujri College,
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur
Polytechnic College, Baba
Zorawar Singh Fateh Singh
Senior Secondary School —
today sent relief material to
the flood-ravaged Jammu
and Kashmir. The consign-
ment was flagged off by
SGPC chief Avtar Singh
Makkar. It comprised 2,000
blankets, 1,000 towels, 5,000
mineral water bottles, 1,000
candles, 1,200 matchboxes,
2,500 bath soaps, 2,500
toothpaste tubes and 150 kg

its Amritsar staff for the
task. It had sent 80,000
" packets of cooked food and
100 quintals of ration,
including rice, pulses, sugar,
flour, ghee, oil, tea leaves,
mineral water, biscuits and
bread for the flood-hit. It
had also sent essential
items such as soap, tooth-
paste, slippers and clothes,
The SGPC-run Shri Guru
\Granth Sahib World Univer-

Sahib in Budgam

® |t has taken along medicines worth
over Rs 2 lakh and will be in toueh
with the SGPC for more help

"It had also sent items such as
soap, toothpaste and slippers

300 survivors from the Kashmir valley

"1t has decided to set up offices in gur-
dwaras for collecting relief material

5 A relief camp has been set up at
Gurdwara Shaheed Bunga Sahib
where 5,000 people are being

sity today sent one lakh
packets of biscuits, 1,100
packets of bread, 1,000
packets of salt, 500 kg sugar,

soap and touthpaste The

®Shri Guru Granth Sahib World Uni-

relief material was airlifted
to Kashmir. A team of 12
SGPC officials, led by addi-
tional secfetary  Daljit
Singh Bedi, is camping in

versity has sent one lakh packets
of biscults, 1,100 packets of | &
bread, 1,000 packets of salt, 500 | [Nepurpese

Srinagar to coordinate res-
cue and relief operations,
The SGPC has brought
back at least 300 survivors
from the Kashmir valley in

"t has opened an account with
HDFC Bank (2631770000013) for

the past few days, booking
air tickets for them in pri-
vate airlines. The SGPC has
decided to set up offices in
SGPC-run gurdwaras for

of snacks.

Makkar said the staff of
the SGPC institutes would
donate their two days’
salary for the flood victims.

No handbags

Avtar Singh Makkar, SGPC
chief, said carrying hand-
bags inside the Golden
Temple had been banned in
order to strengthen security
inside the holy shrine.

hit Slkhs 1gn0red in J&K: SGPC\

IMES News NETWORK

Amritsar: Shiromani Gurd-

wara Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC) has blamed Jam-
mul and Kashmir
government of ignoring

Sikh victims of fleods and.

urged the governor to ensure
that the they are treated at
‘par with other people of the
state,

SGPC president Avtar
Singh Makkar on Thursday
said that the Sikhs, being a
minority in Jammu and
Kashmir, are not being prop-
erly looked after in their

Medicalteamto

help flood-hit
Patiala: Underthe banner of
Indian Medical Association
Punjab Crisis Response
Committee, ateamof13
doctors of Patialaand Sangrur
left for J&K on Thursday fora
week-long reliefcampin
flood-affected areas of
Shopiandistrict. The team,
flagged off by cabinet minister
SurjitSingh Rakhra, is carrying
relief material worthoverRs5
lakh. The teamincludes Balbir




UNE NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, SEPTEMBER 25
SGPC  president  Avtar

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah and Governor NN Vohra
during his visit to the flood-
hit state. He sought a spe-
cial package for the rehabil-
itation of Sikhs in the state.

jab today after a two-day
visit to J&K. The Governor
gave the SGPC delegationa
patient hearing and assured
them of all help to the flood-
affected members of the
commuruty The J&K Chief

ster and the Governor

mehtmed & Puge SGPC delegation meets J&K Governor NN Vohra (fourth from

Singh Makkar met J&K Lo

right) in Srinagar. A TRIBUNE PHOTOGRARH

praised the SGPC for the
relief work,

Makkar handed over a
memorandum to the CM
regarding the problems
being faced by Sikhs in the

hill state, besides their reha-
bilitation issues.

In the memorandum, the
SGPC said, “Being in minor-
ity, the Sikhs are not being
looked after properly in

J&K. Nothing has heen
done by the govemment to
rescue and rehabilifate
them, The SGPCis trying to
provide them maximum
help on its own. However,
the magnitude of the
fragedy necessitates the
government to step in asthe
SGPChas limited resources,
We request you to ensure
that the Sikhs are not left to
fend for themselves and are
treated at par with other
people of the state.”

The SGPC claimed 4,000
Sikh families had been
affected by the floods and

around 25 to 30 Sikhs ha?

Wants speaal ald for J&K Slkhé\

lost their lives,

Slkh delegation
calls on Mirwaiz

Srinagar, Oct 21: A high
level delegation of Shri
Gurudwara Prabandhak
Committee Amritsar Punjab

(SGPC) called on Hurriyat .

Conference (M) Chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq at
his Nigeen residence here, a
spokesman of the amalgam
- said in a statement.

‘He said the participants
included SGPC Secretary,
Diljit Singh Ji Redi, S Jagit
Singh Ji Jagi and S Lucky
Singh Ji. “The delegation
discussed Kashmir situation
and the flood aftermath with
Mirwaiz. The delegates also
brought relief material to be
distributed among the flood

victims. Media advisor to
Hurriyat, Advocate Shahid-
ul-Islam was also present
during the meeting,” the
spokesman said.

‘Hesaid on the occasion, Mir-
waiz also appreciated the role
of S Avtaar Singh Ji Makkar
SGPC President Sri Amritsar,
Secretary SGPC S Diljit Singh
Ji Bedi, S Parminder Singh
Ji Office In-Charge, S Gurjeet
Singh Kingi President GPC
Budgam Gurdwara and other
members of unit for establish-
ing relief camp at Gurdwara
Shaheed Bunga Sahab — Bar-
zulla Baghat and lending a
helping hand to the needy
during floods.

HAKKAR
REACHES OUT
T0J&K FLOOD
VICTIMS

HT Correspondent
» kttrschd@hindustantimis com

AMRITSAR: Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
president Avtar Singh Makkar
on Wednesday reached flood-hit
Srinagar, where he would take
stock of various relief measures
being taken by SGPC volunteers
for the flood-affected people of the
Kashmir Valley

Makkar left by an aircraft from
Chandigarh on Wednesday.

He i camping at Gurdwara
Shaheed Bunga at Badgam near
Srinagar, where the SGPC has
been running a relief camp for
the flood-affected people.

A release issued by the SGPC
headquarters said Makkar would
be meeting Jammu and Kashmir
governor NK Vohra. During the
meeting, Makkar is likely to con-
vey the SGPC’s desire to take up
rehabilitation workfor the flood-
hit people of the Valley. A SGPC
spokesman stated: “Now that
the flood waters have receded,
the SGPC is keen to get involved
in the rehabilitation of flood-hit
families, many of whom have
been rendered homeless.”

Senior SGPC officials Roop
Singh, Satbir Singh, Daljit Singh

Bedi and Golden Temple manager
Partap Singh have also reached
Srinagan

Meanwhile, another team of
SGPC has left for Srinagr with
medicines. A five member medi-
cal team is providing free medical

haln and madirinee tnthanationte




