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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 July
17 July

19 July
24 July
28 July
31 July
4 August

5 August

7 August
8 August

15 August

(16" July to 15" August)

Martyrdom Day Bhai Taru Singh ji. (1 Sawan)
S. Teja Singh Smundri passed away in the Lahore Jail in 1926.
He was one of the prominent leaders of Akali Lehar. Office of
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was named' Teja Singh
Samundri Hall' after his name to commemorate his contribution.
(17-7-1926)
Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji. (Savan Vadi 9)
Baba Gurdit Singh ji Komagata Maru passed away. (24-7-1954)
Punjab Governor passed Gurdwara Act. (28-7-1925)
Shaheed Udham Singh was hanged in London. (31-7-1940)
'Dharam Yudh Morcha' was started by the Shiromani Akali Dal,
headed by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal for long-standing Sikh

demands. (4-8-1982)
The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee passed a resolution
to launch Jaito Morcha. (5-8-1923)
The Sikh Gurdwara Act. 1925 was Gazetted. (7-8-1925)

A peaceful protest started to free Gurdwara Guru ka Bagh from the
control of Mahant Sundar Das. The government took favour of Mahant
and tortured Sikh Jathas for one month. But the Singhs did not leave
the path of peace and non-violence and the tolerance and bravery of
the Sikhs became world famous, finally the government bowed down.
The demands of the Sikhs were met and the Morcha ended successfully
on 17th November 1922. During this Morcha 5605 Singhs were
arrested and 35 of them were the members of SGPC. During this Morcha
several others got injured and martyred. (8-8-1922)
Indian Subcontinent divided into two parts India and Pakistan in
1947 by the British. That partition deprived of Sikhs from their

many historical and religious shrines. (15-8-1947)
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Primary Sources of Sikh History:
Basic Information

-Dr. Hardev Singh

Vars of Bhai Gurdas Ji:

Bhai Gurdas Ji is a well known Sikh Scholar of Gurmat Literature. His Vars
are accepted as the key to Gurbani (Gurbani Di Kunji) and the Kabitt-Swayyas are
known as basic sources of the Gurmat knowledge. His compositions are avialable
in forms of Vars and Kabitt-Swayyas. The lan-guage of his vars is simple Punjabi,
but the Kabitt-Swayyas are written purely in Braj. Bhai Gurdas was basically re-
lated to Guru's family. He was nephew to Sri Guru Amar Dass Ji in family relations.
His parents left for heavenly abode when he was only a child. He was brought up
under the care of Sri Guru Amar Dass Ji at Goindwal Sahib.

His knowledge of different languages and religious concepts was the result of
his association with the Gurmat. Bhai Gurdas adopted Sikhism during the Guruship
of Sri Guru Ram Dass ji. He got knowledge about the principles and doctrines of
Gurbani during the period of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji. He preached Sikh religion as a
preacher in Lahore, Agra, Kanshi, etc. It was also a matter of great honour for Bhai
Gurdas that Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji selected him to be the scriber during the
compilation of Adi Granth Sahib. He composed 40 Vars. The 41st Var has been
considered to be composed by Bhai Gurdas Singh a devotee Sikh of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji named are termed as the first and basic Sikh Rehatnamah. The composition
of Bhai Gurdas. Bhai Gurdas Ji left for heavenly abode in Samvat 1694, at Goindwal
Sahib during the period of Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib.

Bhai Sahib was a great scholar of Punjabi, Braj, Hindi. Persian and Arabic. He
had a deep understanding of the Sikh religious doctrines and principles and was
such a scholar who was well versed about the philosophy and lit-crature of other
religions of the world.

The compositions of Bhai Gurdas Ji have been highly respected as they convey
the historical information about the lives of the Sikh Gurus. Being quite close to the
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Gurus and being a devoted Sikh his interpertation of Gurbani, his way of elaboration
and illustration of Gurbani gave him the credit of 'Shiromani' the greatest interpreter
of Gurbani. His efforts regarding interpretation of Gurbani are highly praise worthy.
The works of Bhai Gurdas Ji are not only known as a good exposition of Gurbani,
they also render solid informations about the life history of the first six Sikh Guru
Sahiban. Moreover, these works provides informa-tion about the evil plans of the
opponents of the Sikh Gu-rus. We also get information about the development of
Sikhism during the periods of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji and Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib
Ji. His compositions (Vars and Kabitt-Swayyas) eloborate with the concepts of the
Sikh congregation, its development and significance, definition of the Gurmukh,

daily routines of a true Sikh, and interre-lations of the Sikh and the Guru. He also
explains the char-acteristics of the Manmukh. In most of his Vars and Kabitt-Swayyas
the comparision of traits of the Gurmukh (one who follows the reching of his Guru)
and the Manmukh (one who follows his own mind) has been made in detail.

His Vars and Kabitt- Swayyas also describes the concept of oneness of Swaroop
(Jyoti) of all the Sikh Gu-rus. Like the Bhatts he culogized the Sikh Gurus. His
eulo-gistic approach about the Sikh Gurus is a significant speci-men of encomiums
of the Sikh-Gurus. His Vars have both the qualities of beautiful form of Panjabi
literature on one side and as well as fundamental source of Sikh theology on the
other.

During the last days of Sri Guru Ram Dass Ji his elder son Baba Prithi Chand
had started making an issue, in the family, about the next Guru. This became a
serious prob-lem when Sri Guru Ram Dass Ji became one with the devine flame.
As aresult after Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji was made the fifth Guru, Baba Prithi Chand
tried to install a separate throne of the Guruship for himself. Things went to such an
extent that he started dissuading some of the Masands to be on his side and badly
misled the Sikh congregation. He forcibly collected the money and commodities
that were actually ment for the Guru. When Bhai Gurdas reached Ramdas Pur (Sri
Amritsar) he was informed about the whole situation that had developed in the
Guru's family. Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, the embodiment of peace did not want such a
conflict in the family. Therefore, on his direction Bhai Gurdas, Baba Budha Ji and
other important Sikh personali-ties tried to solve all the problems which were created
by Baba Prithi Chand and his Masands. Bhai Gurdas explained the Sikh congregation
about the whole reality. He went to the village named Hehar, the in-laws of Baba
Prithi Chand to cool down his unnecessary anger, but Prithi Chand opposed him.
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Knowing about the evil mentality of Prithi Chand Bhai Gurdas had used the
word 'minna’ for him which means a person having evil-plans against some one.
After solving the problems of the Langar (the community kitchen) and other economic
difficulties he planned to oraganise the Sikh Religion on sound footing. From here
begins the golden history of Bhai Gurdas's life. Bhai Gurdas under the guid-ance of
Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji collected Gurbani of the pre-vious Gurus and Bhagats in
order to edit them in the form of a Holy Granth. The compiling of the Adi Granth
was done under the strict guidance of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji by whom Bhai Gurdas
was assigned the duty as a scriber of this Holy Granth.

He had been serving devotedly in the construction of Amrit-Sarovar and
administration of Sri Harmandar Sahib.

After the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, when Sri Guru Hargobind
Sahib bestowed the Gurgaddi, Bhai Gurdas began to serve the 6th Guru with same
enthusiasm. When Sri Akal Takhat Sahib had been built, in front of Sri Harmandar
Sahib Bhai Gurdas was made the first ministe-rial functionary of Sri Akal Takhat
Sahib.

The var is a poetic composition with a main subject of the martial activities of
a hero or a warrior. In the medievad Punjab, vars were sung to eulogize a king, a
leader or a prominent person. In Punjabi, var means singing praises of a particular
personality. In Punjabi literature var is a part of heroic literature. The vars were sung
before the advent of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He is the pioneer to compose spiritual
vars in which the Almighty God is eulogized. Simi-larly. Sri Guru Amar Dass. Sri
Guru Ram Dass, Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji also composed spiritual vars which are
including in Sri Guru Granth Sahib. After the martyrdom of Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji.
Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib propa-gated singing vars in the Sikh congregations. Such
vars produced martial spirit among the Sikh community. Spiri-tual enthusiasm was
the need of the hour. During that time Bhai Natha and Adbulla were the prominent
Dhadis who used to sing heroic vars. Vital importance was given to this poctic form
by Bhai Gurdas. He preferred to convey his spiritual message to the people by this
form of poetry. His vars occupy a tremendous significance in Punjabi litera-ture as
well as in Gurmat Literature.

Gist of Vars of Bhai Gurdas:-

The first var of Bhai Gurdas can be taken as an introdution to his works. This
Var has 49 Paurees. The First Pauree begins with invocation of Akalpurakh as the
an-cient poets used to do before writing their compositions. The 2nd Pauree presents
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his thoughts about the creation of the universe. The 3rd Pauree explains that human
life is better than that of any other species on this earth. The 4th Pauree eulogizes the
Akaalpurakh who is the creator of the universe. Next, there is description of four
Yugas Sat Yug as (the Gold age), Treta as (the Silver age), Duapur as (the Brass
age). Kal yug as (the Iron age), and four Varnas. The seventh Paurce deals with the
description of Kalyuga (the Iron age). Next there is description of six Sashtras Pauree
No- 15 describes that the blessing human life is phenom-enon which is the result of
arare chance. Pauree No 16 tells us that in Kalyuga recitation of Name of God is the
greatest thing.

Than the advent of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's, his Udasis and teachings follow.
Dialogue of Guru Sahib with Sidhas, visiting Mecca and Madina. dialogue with
Qazis and Maulvis etc. are mentioned. After four Udasis Sri Guru Nanak Dev's
arrival at Kartarpur, giving up the life style of an Udasi and started living like a
worldly man, establish-ing the tradition of Sodar, Arti and Jap Ji, blessing Bhai
Lehana with Guruship under the name of Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji. Infact he started
the Guru tradition in his own life time. Moreover, Guru Ji clarified that there is no
place for miracles in the Sikhism. In the next Paurees we see eulo-gies from Sri
Guru Angad Dev Ji upto Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. Then the concept of oneness
of swaroop of the Sikh Gurus has been mentioned. In the last Pauree the im-portance
of the shabad Waheguru is explained.

The second Var has 20 Paurees. This var describes the omnipresence and omni
potency of God. The third var with 20 Paurees deals with the qualities and attributes
of a Gurmukh (one who fallows the Guru), and throws light on the subjects of the
significance of a true guru and holy congregation.

The fourth Var consists of 21 Paurees. Here, Bhai Sahib describes that human
life is supreme of all 84 lakh species of life on the earth. Human life is the only span
is aliving being in which experiences of oneness with God is possible this leads to
eternal ecstasy (Mukati). It becomes possible for a Gurmukh with the blessing of
God.

The fifth Var consists of 21 Paurees. It again throws light on the attributes of
an ideal Sikh (a gurmukh). He tran-scends all sorts of doubts and false rituals and
keeps in mind the teachings of the Guru. He believes in one God. A gurmukh burns
the fire of egoism. The Guru helps a gurmukh to swim across the dreadful ocean of
[ifeom the book 'Study of the Sikhism (Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information)
Part-1) Conti...
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