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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

17 March
19 March

21 March

22 March

23 March

24 March

25 March

27 March

29 March
30 March

31 March

1 April

2 April

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)

(b)

(a)
(b)

(16" March to 15" April)

Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib Ji. (04 Chet)
Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Amar Das Sahib Ji. (06 Chet)
Bhai Sohan Chand (brother of Bhai Mani Singh Ji) got martyrdom
in Battle of Nadaun. (19-3-1690)
Shiromani Akali Dal passed a resolution of 'Sikh State'.
(21-3-1946)
Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Angad Dev Sahib Ji. (09 Chet)
Third Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takhat Sahib for Jaito.
(22-3-1924)
Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. (10 Chet)

S. Bhagat Singh hanged to death in Lahore Jail. (23-3-1931)
Indian Government's interference in Gurdwara Sahibs was
condemned in Akali Conference held at SriAnandpur Sahib.

(24-3-1959)
Martyrdom day of Bhai Subeg Singh Ji and
Bhai Shahbaz Singh Ji. (25-03-1745)
SGPC passed a resolution of 'Sikhs are a separate nation'.
(25-3-1981)
Fourth Shaheedi Jatha left Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib,
Sri Anandpur Sahib for Jaito. (27-3-1924)
Akali Dal renamed as 'ShiromaniAkali Dal'. (29-3-1922)
Foundation of Sikh fort Ram Rouni (Amritsar) laid by the Sikhs.
(30-3-1747)

Chief Khalsa Diwan submitted a memorandum to the Viceroy
demanding representative positions for the Sikhs in different

councils and services. (31-3-1911)
Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji. (19 Chet)
Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib Ji. (19 Chet)

Bhai Prithipal Singh breathed his last in Guru Ramdas hospital.
He was brutly beaten by the Police during Guru Ka Bagh Morcha
(agitation). (2-4-1924)
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4 April (a) Sikhs visited Sri Nankana Sahib with black turbans and started
enrollment for Akali Dal. (4-4-1921)
(b) Twenty-four Sikhs got martyrdom in police firing in Malerkotla during
the peaceful protest 'Rasta Roko morcha' by ShiromaniAkali Dal.

(4-4-1983)
5 April Sikhs decided to commemorate 21st february as martyrdom day of
the martyrs of Sri Nankana Sahib. (5-4-1921)
6 April Punjab Government banned 'Punjabi Suba Zindabad' slogan in
Anmritsar district. (6-4-1955)
7 April Prakash Gurpurab Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur SahibJi. (25 Chet)
9 April (a) Prakash Gurpurab Sri GuruArjan Dev Sahib Ji. (27 Chet)
(b) Birth Day of Sahibzada Baba Jujhar Singh ji. (27 Chet)
13 April (a) Sikh Dastar Diwas. (31 Chet)
(b) Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji started digging of Sarover at Tarn Taran.
(13-4-1590)
(d) British army killed hundreds of innocents at Jallianwala Bagh,
Amritsar. (13-4-1919)
(e) Punjabilanguage became an official language at the secretariat level
in Punjab. (13-4-1968)
14 April (a) Khalsa Sajna Diwas (Vaisakhi) (1 Vaisakh)
(b) Civil Disobedience Movement launched in Punjab.
(14-4-1930)
(¢) Indian Government banned visitor meeting to the Sikh prisoners of
Jodhpur (Rajasthan). (14-4-1986)

Corrigendum- On the page no. 89 of Gurdwara Gazette of month Faggan (February
2025), the beginning of Nanakshahi Samvat 556 should be read as 557, on the page no.
59 of Faggan (February 2026) issue, Nanakshahi Samvat 557 should be read as 558;
additionally, the date of Holla Mohalla should be read as 4th March. We sincerely
apologise for these mistakes.- Associate Editor
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In continuation with the previous edition:

Chet (March 2026)

Primary Sources of Sikh History:

Basic Information

-Dr. Hardev Singh

Compositions:- Bhai Santokh Singh composed the following Granths:
1 Naamkosh 2 Sri Guru Nanak Parkash two parts, Purbaradh and Utraradh 3
Garab Ganjani Teeka (Jap Ji Sahib) 4 Balmiki Ramayan Bhasha. 5 Atam puran

Teeka, and Sri Gurpartap Suraj Granth.

Sri Gurpartap Suraj Granth consists of detailed history of the Sikh Religion
from Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji to Baba Bandha Singh Bahadar. This Granth has 20
chapters, 1151 Anshu and 51829 Chhands. The contents of this Granth have been
arranged according to the movement of the sun i.e. twelve months, twelve Rashis,

six weathers (Basant, Grikharm, Pawas, Sarad, Hemant, Sisiar). The rays of the sun

have been divided according to each Rashi and Rutt (weather). According to Rashas

the Granth has been divided according to the following way:

Name
1  Sri Guru Nanak Parkash
Sri Guru Nanak Parkash

2 Sri Gurpartap Suraj 2
3 Sri Guru Ashat Guru Parbandh

Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji

Sri Guru Amardas Ji

Sri Guru Ramdas Ji

Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji

Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji
Sri Guru Har Raj Ji

Sri Guru Harkrishan Ji

Sri Guru Tegh Bhadar Ji

Part
Purbarad
Utraradh

Rash Pehli

Rash Teeji

Rash Panjveen
Rash Chheveen
Rash Satveen
Rash Athveen
Rash Nauveen
Rash Dasveen
Rash Giarveen
Rash

Bahrveen

Chapter

73

57 total 130

Anshu 68 Rash Dooji,
Anshu 57

Anshu 69 Rash Chauthi,
Anshu 66

Anshu 66

Anshu 59

Anshu 61

Anshu 60

Anshu 60

Anshu 56

Anshu 61

Anshu 60
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Sri Guru Kalgidhar Guru Rut Pehli, Rut Dooji. Anshu 50
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji Anshu 51 Rut Chauth, Anshu 51
Rut Teeji,
Anshu 51
Chaar Sahibzade Rut Panjveen, Rut Chaveen, Anshu
Anshu 52 58
Aain Pehala, Aain Dooja, Anshu 36
Anshu 51

Gurpartap Suraj Granth there are invocations before the Gurus which are full
of encomiums and eulogies for the Gurus.

Kartaaran se subh baak bilaas bihang bikaaran ko Kar taaran. Kartaar nahee
man jaanit je tin ke hit ko sifti kar taaran. Kartaaran paap utaaran ko gan danbh
chhapai swita kar taaran Kartaar nihaar guru bar Nanak daas udhaaran jeon
kar taaran. (8)

In this way invocations are also written in the eulogy of the other Gurus There
are invocations in favour of the God. The pious discourse also begins with invocation.
It is mentioned that here the discourse of the Guru, stabilizes the human mind,
bestowing naam simran, hearing which arrogance washes off; because it purifies
the heart; all the three sins end; it is a treasure of all comforts; it helps to concentrate
the mind to the pious feet of the Guru Sahiban and it is the gist of all good virtues.

Historical Authenticity:- Although, the referred source is composed in verse,
yet it seems consisting of various imaginative events. It is not a pure history but can
be said a historic verse. In any history book, full attention is given to exact dates and
factual events. But a poetic-historic source has a special purpose and a specific
consciousness works behind its composition in order to satiate the desired feelings
of the devotees. In the referred source a living and martial spirit has been mixed up
in composing the Gur-Ithas. The importance of this source is recognized as the Sikh
history. The author has collected the facts about the life activities of the Sikh Gurus
with great efforts and scruti-nizing the assembled material arranged it properly for
pre-sentation in a elegant composition.

The main salient features of this source are that, the author has taken in account
the contemporary movements of Punjab especially the political, social and cultural.
He has also presented beautifully the opposing viewpoints of the Sikh Gurus against
the Mughal Rule. Therefore, the author has picturized vividly as said above the
socio-po-litical and religious conditions of contemporary Punjab. The author has
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not only explained the spiritual aspects of the Sikh Gurus but also he has encompassed
their family life, their birth, marriage, other rites and rituals and there journey to
heavenly abode. Even trivial family matters and false beliefs and whims of the common
man are also brought forth. The family conflicts among Mughal rulers and divine
power of the Sikh Gurus are also brought forth. The feelings of public welfare are
presented herein.

Spiritual view points:- In Gurpartap Suraj Granth, the concepts and teachings
of Sikh Religion are explained. According to this source Akaal purakh is formless,
fearless, without any animosity, all happiness, everlasting, protector of the universe,
omnipresent, omnipotent, not subject to birth or death, self existent etc. He has
enlightened the whole world. He has no colour, no form but he is benevolent, kind,
comforting, fatherlike, protector and full of virtucs. Though He is formless, is
transcendent and is absolute yet, He is the creator of the whole universe. All the
earths (heavenly bodies) skies, fire, air, water etc. move according to his command:

Parbrahram puran kartara. Parmeshur Jagtesh odara.

Deen bandh pria sikhan kera. Prabh har viapik jeh hera. (32)

According to Gurpartap Suraj Granth, human soul is Truthful, Conscious and
Blissful (Sat, Chit, Anand). Soul is attached to God as a drop of water to the ocean,
a spark to the fire, a wave with water etc. With meditation on the Name of God,
arrogance washes away and human soul being pure mingles with God. Thus the
cycle of birth and death is broken.

In Gurpartap Granth various ways and means (Sadhana-Marg) are discussed
to meet the Akalpurakh. Just as Gian, Karam and Bhagati etc. According to Bhai
Sahib knowledge (Gian), Renunciation (Vairag or Teyag) Yoga. Karam etc. are
equal to four doors of Sri Harimandir Sahib. Through these doors one can enter Sri
Harimandir Sahib but cannot be one with God without meditation and recitation of
God's Name. All the four Margs/Paths depend upon Naam-Simran that a human
being can be free from sickness, sadness, pains, sins and sorrows and he attains
salvation.

Moreover, for the attainment of the God the following virtues are of utmost
importance i.e. holy-congregation, selfless service to humanity, morality, good-deeds,
restraint etc. A Gurmukh is a God-oriented-man, an ideal individual and only he
can attain union with the God.

Language:- In Gurpartap Suraj Granth art and feelings are the combination of
both taken in account. Language and vocabulary is unique and very rare. The author
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has used variety of words. The language of this source consists words of the Sanskrit,
Hindi, Punjabi, Persian. Braj etc. Even words of the Lehandi and the Pahari dialects
are available. The composition of invocations is marvellous and full of metaphors.
Many idioms and proverbs are used to make the lan-guage more interesting and
impressive.

Metaphors and Similes:- Metaphors and Similes are jewels of verse. The
poet has made use of required meta phors and similes to beautify and decorate the
verse of the source. The poet has used alliteration, pun, (echo verse). allegory, eulogy
and encomium etc. The style of the poet is musical and attractive.

(From the book 'Study of the Sikhism' (Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information)
Part-1), Ed. Jasbir Singh Sabar, Dharam Parchar Committee (SGPC) Sri Amritsar,
2011.

READERS PAY ATTENTION
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SGPC NEWS

Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, Mohali land matter:
SGPC delegation meets Deputy Commissioner seeking
cancellation of mutation; urges SSP to register an FIR

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), in
connection with the land matter of Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, Mohali, has submitted
an application to the Deputy Commissioner of SahibzadaAjit Singh Nagar (Mohali)
seeking cancellation of the mutation and a ban on any further sale of the land. The
SGPC has also demanded that the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), SAS
Nagar (Mohali), register a case against those responsible for the alleged fraud.

Sharing details, SGPC Chief Secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan said that, on
the directions of SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, an SGPC
delegation today met the Deputy Commissioner of SAS Nagar and sought action in
the case of the fraudulent sale of land belonging to Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib. He
said the delegation comprised SGPC Secretary Partap Singh, Assistant Secretary
Gurnam Singh, Legal Advisor Advocate Amanbir Singh Siali, and Manager of Sri
Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar, Rajinder Singh Ruby.

He said that in the written representation submitted by the SGPC, it was stated
that Rajinder Singh Tohra, Manager of Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, SAS Nagar
(Mohali), had wrongfully and fraudulently breached the trust of the Gurdwara Sahib.
By using forged documents, he committed a serious crime by selling the land and
misappropriating the money. The property is a trust asset of the Gurdwara Sahib;
therefore, the mutation should be cancelled and any further sale of the land should
be stopped.

Kulwant Singh Mannan further said that a written demand was also submitted
to the SSP, SAS Nagar (Mohali), seeking immediate registration of an FIR against
Manager Rajinder Singh Tohra and other accused involved in this fraud. He asserted
that those who have caused loss to the Gurdwara Sahib's property will not be spared
under any circumstances and there will be no laxity in taking action against them.

(February 5)
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Forcing Sikh candidates to remove Karha reflects an anti-Sikh
mindset: Advocate Dhami

SGPC President orders an inquiry into removal of Karhas during Central
Teacher Eligibility Test

Amritsar- Taking serious note of the incident in which Sikh candidates were
forced to remove their Karhas during the Central Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET),
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President Advocate
Harjinder Singh Dhami has ordered an inquiry into the matter. He said that this
reflects an anti-Sikh mindset, which cannot be accepted.

The incident came to light recently at an examination centre set up at Delhi
Public School in village Bhokhra of District Bathinda, where Sikh candidates
appearing for the teacher eligibility examination were reportedly asked to remove
their Karhas. Advocate Dhami said that Punjab is a region with a Sikh majority,
where everyone is well aware that the Karha is an inseparable article of the Sikh
faith. Despite this, forcing Sikh candidates to remove their Karhas is highly
unfortunate. He questioned under whose directions such actions are taking place on
the sacred land of the Gurus, Punjab, and said this is a matter that requires thorough
investigation. He further asked whether the Punjab government is endorsing such
actions, adding that if this is the case, nothing could be more unfortunate.

The SGPC President said that after a serious investigation into this sensitive
matter, a report will be submitted to Sri Akal Takht Sahib for further action. At
present, an inquiry has been initiated. For this purpose, the duty has been assigned
to Darshan Singh, Manager of Gurdwara Sri Hajiratan Sahib, Bathinda; Bhola Singh,
in-charge of the Sub-Office Talwandi Sabo; and SGPC preachers. Appropriate
action will be taken on the basis of the committee's investigation report.

Advocate Dhami also appealed to the people of Punjab to register their protest
against such acts at the spot itself. He urged that every anti-Sikh action should be
challenged and that it is the duty of every Sikh present at such places to put forth
their viewpoint in the Sikh context and represent the community. He warned that if
such acts continue to receive silent acceptance, the morale of anti-Sikh elements
will further increase. (February 9)

Advocate Dhami objects to Delhi government's rejection of
Prof. Devinderpal Singh Bhullar's release petition
Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
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Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the Delhi government's
decision to once again reject the release petition of Prof. Devinderpal Singh Bhullar,
terming it an act of injustice against Sikhs.

Advocate Dhami said that earlier, during the Aam Aadmi Party government's
tenure, Prof. Devinderpal Singh Bhullar's release petition had been rejected multiple
times by the Sentence Review Board, Government of Delhi and now the BJP
government too is following the same path by taking decisions that go against Sikh
sentiments. He pointed out that while the Sentence Review Board has recommended
remission of sentences for several prisoners, the case of Prof. Devinderpal Singh
Bhullar who has been undergoing imprisonment for the past 33 years has been
rejected. He described this as a violation of human rights, which is causing
disappointment within the Sikh community.

Advocate Dhami further stated that on one hand the BJP claims to be
sympathetic towards Sikhs, but on the other, the government's approach in Sikh-
related matters exposes its double standards. He said that Sikhs have always made
immense sacrifices for the nation, yet the negative approach of governments towards
Sikhs has repeatedly led to disillusionment. The SGPC President appealed to the
government to deliver justice in the case of Prof. Devinderpal Singh Bhullar, who
has already spent more time in jail than the prescribed sentence, and to issue orders
for his immediate release. (February 10)

Meeting of AI Experts' Committee Constituted by SGPC

President Advocate Dhami

Amritsar- A meeting of a sub-committee comprising technical experts,
constituted by the President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, was held today at the SGPC's head
office here. The committee has been formed to curb the growing trend of spreading
misinformation about Sikhi through Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology and to
prevent the circulation of content on social media that undermines the dignity and
sanctity of the Sikh faith.

Those present at the meeting included Dr. Sarpreet Singh from Sri Guru Granth
Sahib World University, Dr. Gurpal Singh from Khalsa College, Dr. Jagdeep Singh
Mallhi from Guru Nanak Engineering College, Dr. Satinderpal Singh from Guru
Nanak Engineering College, S. Harmeet Shah Singh (UK), Dr. Sarbjot Singh (UK),
SGPC System Administrator S. Karmvir Singh, and Information Technology
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Department in-charge S. Shivraj Singh. Dr. Harjinder Singh Sandhu (USA)
participated in the meeting online.

Sharing details, SGPC Assistant Secretary Harbhajan Singh Vakta said that a
meeting had earlier been held by the SGPC President with individuals working in
the Al field to address the issue of misinformation and objectionable content related
to Sikh faith being propagated through social media using Al tools. Following the
decision of the SGPC Executive Committee, Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami
constituted a sub-committee of Al experts. During today's meeting, the experts present
offered their valuable suggestions.

He informed that a report based on the deliberations of the meeting will be
submitted to the SGPC President. Upon approval, further action will be initiated.
He added that the members of the sub-committee have expressed their commitment
to extend all possible cooperation to the SGPC in this domain in the future as well.

(February 13)
SGPC Releases Rs 43.03 Lakh for Fees of Sikligar Sikh Children

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
released an amount of Rs 43.03 lakh towards school and college fees for Sikligar
Sikh children studying inAndhra Pradesh, including Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada.

Acting on the directions of SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami,
SGPC members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta and Surjit Singh Bhittewad, along
with Dharam Parchar Committee Secretary Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, personally
visited various schools and colleges in Andhra Pradesh and handed over cheques
directly to the institutions on behalf of the Sikligar Sikh students.

It is noteworthy that the SGPC has taken a decision to bear the educational
expenses of Sikligar Sikh children every year with the objective of making them
self-reliant. Under this initiative, the fees for the academic years 2024-25 and 2025-
26 have been disbursed.

Speaking on the occasion, SGPC member Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta said
that the Sikligar Sikh community, residing across different states, is an important
part of the Sikh Panth, and the SGPC is continuously making efforts to support the
education of their children. He said the primary aim of providing these fees is to
educate Sikligar Sikh children so that they can become self-reliant and stand on
their own feet in the future. He added that it is a matter of satisfaction that many
children, with the support of the SGPC, are completing their education and securing
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jobs, thereby becoming a support for their families.

Providing further details, Dharam Parchar Committee Secretary Balwinder
Singh Kahlwan stated that as per the directions of SGPC President Advocate
Harjinder Singh Dhami, the fees of Sikligar and Vanjara Sikh children studying in
various schools and colleges of Andhra Pradesh were deposited directly with the
respective institutions. He said that in accordance with an earlier decision of the
SGPC, the entire year's fees are deposited at one time by personally visiting the
institutions, to ensure proper and transparent utilization of the funds.

On this occasion, Dilshah Singh Anand, Supervisor Harminderbir Singh, and
Gurdwara Inspector Chanchaldeep Singh were also present. (February 13)

Renovated Gurdwara Guru Nanak Sahib Ji, Rawabhata

Dedicated to the Sangat in Raipur, Chhattisgarh

-Advocate Dhami Lays Foundation Stone of 'Sri Guru Nanak Dev Bhawan'
for Pilgrims' Accommodation

-Meeting Held with Gurdwara Committees and Sikh Leaders of Chhattisgarh
to Strengthen Religious Outreach

Amritsar- The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, on Monday held a meeting in Raipur
with management committees of various Gurdwaras and prominent Sikh leaders
of Chhattisgarh. During the interaction, he reviewed the ongoing initiatives of the SGPC
in the state and outlined a roadmap to further intensify the propagation of Sikh faith
in the coming times.

Earlier, Advocate Dhami specially arrived to participate in the religious
congregation organised to dedicate the renovated building of Gurdwara Guru Nanak
Sahib Ji, Rawabhata to the sangat. On this occasion, he also laid the foundation
stone of 'Sri Guru Nanak Dev Bhawan', a facility being constructed to provide
accommodation for devotees visiting the Gurdwara Sahib.

The management of Gurdwara Guru Nanak Sahib Ji is being overseen by the
SGPC through Sikh Mission Chhattisgarh. The renovation of the Gurdwara building
was carried out with the support of the sangat, under the sewa (voluntary service) of
Jagjit Singh Khanuja and his family.

Addressing the gathering, Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the SGPC
is making dedicated efforts to promote and spread Sikh principles outside Punjab
through Sikh Missions. He added that Sikh Mission Chhattisgarh has been
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consistently active in religious outreach and, with the cooperation of local Gurdwara
commiittees, further focused efforts will be undertaken to accelerate this mission.

He expressed pride that Sikhs living outside Punjab have preserved their Sikh
identity in accordance with the teachings of the Gurus. Emphasising the legacy of the
SGPC, he said it is an institution belonging to every Sikh, established after
prolonged struggles by elders, and it is the duty of every Sikh to support it and
contribute to the propagation of the faith. He also announced that additional facilities
for the convenience of the sangat at this sacred place would be developed with
special financial provisions.

On the occasion, social worker and Sikh leader Baldev Singh Bhatia and
Chairman of the Chhattisgarh Minority Commission Amarjit Singh Chhabra also
shared their views with the congregation. Sikh leaders of Chhattisgarh honoured
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami and other dignitaries during the programme.

Those present included OSD Satbir Singh Dhami; Secretary SGPC's Dharam
Prachar Committee, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan; in-charges of Sikh Mission
Chhattisgarh Gurmeet Singh Shaini and Ajit Singh; Sikh leaders Jagjit Singh
Khanuja, G S Bamra; Chairman, Chhattisgarh Minority Commission, Amarjit Singh
Chhabra; Baldev Singh Bhatia; former MLA Gurmukh Singh; Kuldeep Singh Janeja;
Ravi Raj Singh; Balraj Singh; Gurmej Singh Bhavra, along with several other
prominent personalities. (February 17)

Failure to release Bandi Singhs amounts to discrimination

against minority Sikhs in country - Advocate Dhami

-Giani Raghbir Singh asked to present evidence within 72 hours regarding
allegations - Advocate Dhami

-Giani Harpreet Singh should apologise for defaming SGPC, otherwise a
defamation suit will be filed

-Several decisions taken during SGPC Executive Committee meeting of the
Executive Committee chaired by Advocate Dhami
Sri Amritsar- At a meeting of the Executive Committee (EC) of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) held today, the continued injustice being
done to Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners) by successive governments was strongly
condemned and termed discrimination against minority Sikhs in the country.
Addressing the media after the meeting, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder Singh
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Dhami said that the recent rejection of the release plea of Prof Devinderpal Singh
Bhullar by the Sentence Review Board of the BJP government in Delhi was deeply
unfortunate. He said that earlier the Aam Aadmi Party government had followed
the same approach, and now the BJP government is also walking on anti-Sikh lines.
He also questioned the silence of Sikh leaders within the BJP on this issue, stating
that it has exposed their double standards.

Advocate Dhami further said that the Centre's failure to release Bandi Singhs,
including Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana, even after they have served long sentences,
amounts to a violation of human rights. He asserted that governments should not
treat Bandi Singhs as outsiders and that every Sikh prisoner who has completed his
sentence should be released immediately.

The SGPC President said that the EC also took note of anti-Sikh actions being
carried out using Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology. He stated that the SGPC is
working proactively to curb misuse of modern technology for activities targeting
religions. A committee has been constituted in this regard, and efforts are also being
made through the legal department. He added that in the future the SGPC will prepare
its own data bank related to Sikh principles, history, and sources so that accurate
information can reach the public. At the same time, contact is being established with
Al companies, a mass-reporting software will be launched soon, and awareness
initiatives will also be undertaken.

Speaking on allegations levelled by former Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh
against the SGPC regarding funds related to land acquired under a GMADA scheme at
Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali), and the sale of
land belonging to Gurdwara Sri Bhatha Sahib, Ropar, Advocate Dhami said that
these allegations are completely baseless. He clarified that all transactions related to
the sale and purchase of land at Gurdwara Sri Bhatha Sahib were carried out strictly
in accordance with rules and in a transparent manner, and similarly, the amount
received for land acquired by GMADA at Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, SAS Nagar
(Mohali), was also as per rules. He said that making unfounded allegations to defame
SGPC management and mislead the Sikh sangat is unjustified. Therefore, Giani
Harpreet Singh must issue a public apology, failing which a defamation case will be
filed by the management of the gurdwaras concerned.

Referring to allegations made yesterday during a press conference by the Head
Granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib, Giani Raghbir Singh, Advocate Dhami
said that after serious deliberation, the EC has decided to issue a notice asking him
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to substantiate his allegations within 72 hours. He said that Giani Raghbir Singh,
who is currently on leave, has defamed the institution and its administration by
making allegations from a position of respect without presenting solid evidence. He
has therefore been directed to submit written proof within the stipulated time, failing
which appropriate action will be taken against him.

While interacting the media, Advocate Dhami also spoke about land
fraudulently sold by the manager of Gurdwara Sri Amb Sahib, stating that an inquiry
is underway and no official, employee, or external individual involved will be spared.
Strict action will be taken against all those found guilty once the report is submitted.
He also shared that in future, warnings or fines imposed on employees due to any
misconduct will not be waived. Advocate Dhami also condemned the recent attack
on a Sikh in Australia and urged the Government of India to take up such matters
diplomatically with the concerned countries.

Those present at the meeting included SGPC senior vice president Raghujit
Singh Virk, junior vice president Baldev Singh Kalyan, general secretary Sher Singh
Mandwala, chief secretary Kulwant Singh Mannan, Surjit Singh Garhi, Surjit Singh
Tughalwal, Surjit Singh Kang, Daljit Singh Bhinder, Bibi Harjinder Kaur, Baldev
Singh Qaimpur, Major Singh Dhillon, Mangwinder Singh Khaparkheri, Dr. Jang
Bahadur Singh Rai, Mithu Singh Kahaneke, OSD Satbir Singh, Secretary Partap
Singh, Sukhwinder Singh, Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Gurinder Singh Mathrewal,
Personal Secretary Shahbaz Singh, Additional Secretary Tejinder Singh Padda,
Assistant Secretary Gurdial Singh, Balwinder Singh Khairabad, Harbhajan Singh
Vakta, and Gen. Manager Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, among others.

(February 19)
SGPC Executive Committee Retires Giani Raghbir Singh from

Service

Advocate Dhami Presents Details of Significant Growth in SGPC Properties
and Deposits During His Tenure

Amritsar- A special meeting of the Executive Committee (EC) of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) was held today at the SGPC headquarters,
during which the issue concerning the 72-hour notice served to Giani Raghbir Singh,
Head Granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib, was deliberated.

After detailed and serious discussions, the EC decided to retire Giani Raghbir
Singh from service. The decision was taken on the grounds that he failed to produce
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any evidence within the stipulated time to substantiate the allegations he had made
against the SGPC's administration, and that he repeatedly raised questions on
management matters in violation of established rules.

Addressing the media after the meeting, SGPC President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami stated that Giani Raghbir Singh had recently held a press conference
making allegations against the SGPC, thereby maligning the institution. In line with
the SGPC EC's decision of February 19, he was issued a 72-hour notice to present
evidence in support of his claims. However, no evidence was submitted within the
given timeframe. Instead, he continued to disregard service rules and again questioned
the SGPC's administrative functioning.

The EC observed that by going to the press and making such statements, Giani
Raghbir Singh not only violated SGPC service regulations but also undermined the
dignity and sanctity of the highly respected office of Head Granthi of Sachkhand
Sri Harmandar Sahib. It was further noted that he had been performing his morning
and evening religious duties at the shrine only minimally, which did not do justice to
the responsibility and honour of the post. In view of all these factors, the committee
unanimously decided to retire him from service.

During the media interaction, Advocate Dhami also addressed what he termed
as a "false narrative" being spread by certain quarters regarding SGPC properties to
create confusion among the Sikh sangat. He clarified that the reality was quite the
opposite. During his tenure as President, the SGPC has purchased property at a
large-scale, while there has also been a substantial increase in the financial deposits
of gurdwaras, the SGPC, and its Dharam Prachar Committee.

Providing figures, Advocate Dhami said that between 2020-2021 to 2025-2026,
properties worth nearly Rs 111 crore were purchased. During the same period,
the combined budgets of gurdwaras increased from Rs 577 crore to Rs 1,120 crore.
He further stated that fixed deposits and other reserves of various gurdwaras rose by
about Rs 600 crore in this timeframe. Detailed disclosures regarding the increase in
deposits of individual gurdwaras were also shared.

In addition, Advocate Dhami noted that between 2020-2021 and 2025-2026,
the SGPC fixed deposits increased by Rs 273 Crore 60 Lakh, while deposits of the
Dharam Prachar Committee rose by Rs 121 crore 45 Lakh. He added that Rs 182
crore was separately allocated during this period for SGPC educational institutions,
sourced from SGPC funds as well as from various gurdwaras.

Referring to the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib,
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Advocate Dhami said that Rs 5 crore had been earmarked for the commemorations,
and due to the devotion of the sangat, this amount is still in deposit with additional
funds of Rs 7 lakh. He also emphasized that the current market value of the properties
purchased by the SGPC has increased manifold.

The SGPC President reiterated that continuous efforts are being made in the
fields of Sikh religious propagation, education, and healthcare. He informed that
over the past five years, more than 4 lakh individuals have been initiated into Sikhi
through campaigns of Amrit Sanchar, with a further target of 51,000 by April.

On another issue, Advocate Dhami questioned the state government's decision
to change the Special Investigation Team (SIT) in cases related to the sacred saroops.
He alleged that the government's intent appeared to be purely political, and said that
if the SIT had to be changed, Amritdhari officers should have been included in
accordance with the directives of the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib. He also
expressed dissatisfaction with police functioning in the land dispute case of Gurdwara
Sri Amb Sahib, stating that despite the registration of an FIR, police action has
remained disappointing.

The meeting was attended by SGPC president Advocate Harjinder Singh
Dhami; senior vice-president Raghujit Singh Virk; junior vice-president Baldev Singh
Kalyan; general secretary Sher Singh Mandwala; chief secretary Kulwant Singh
Mannan; members Surjit Singh Garhi, Surjit Singh Tugalwal, Surjit Singh Kang,
Bibi Harjinder Kaur, Baldev Singh Qaimpur, Major Singh Dhillon, Mangwinder
Singh Khaparkhedi; OSD Satbir Singh Dhami; Secretary Balwinder Singh Kahlwan;
Gurinder Singh Mathrewal; personal secretary Shahbaz Singh; and legal advisor
Amanbir Singh Siyali, among others. (February 26)
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