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I am a Khatri. Guru Gobind Singh who created the Khalsa was also a Khatri. This
Khatri here before you, will destroy what was created by that Khatri. I shall not call
myself a Khatri until all Sikhs are destroyed, root and branch."
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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ May to 15" June)

16 May Shiromani Akali Dal passed a resolution that onlyAmritdhari
Sikhs should be given job in Gurdwaras. (16-5-1939)
17 May Chhota Ghallughara Diwas (Kahnuwan, Gurdaspur) (3 Jeth)
19 May Birthday of Sardar Jassa SinghAhluwalia. (5 Jeth)
22 May Shaheedi Saka Paunta Sahib. (22-5-1964)
23 May (a) SahibzadaAjit Singh led Sikh army to punish Ranghers of village
Nuh (Keso Ram, leader of Ranghers) (23-5-1699)
(b) Kamagata Maru ship with Sikh passengers reached Vancouver
(Canada). (23-5-1914)
26 May Publication of Sikh papers, 'Akali' and 'Parbhat’, stopped by
government. All the empolyees arrested and sent to jail.
(26-5-1960)
1 June (a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh obtained the Koh-i-Noor diamond from
Shah Shuja Durrani in exchange for protection. (1-6-1813)
(b) 7" Shaheedi Jatha left Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib,
Sri Anandpur Sahib for Jaito. (1-6-1924)
(c) Punjabi and Hindi languages made medium of instruction in the
schools of Punjab. (1-6-1948)
(d) Indian forces fired at Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib and killed
11 Sikhs. (1-6-1984)
2 June Maharaja Ranjit Singh captured Multan. (2-6-1818)
3 June Indian army occupied the whole of the Sikh Homeland, curfew
imposed and undeclared Martial law promulgated.  (3-6-1984)
4 June (a) Ghallughara Diwas Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. (4-6-1984)
(b) Indian forces attacked Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib,
Sri Amritsar and more than 75 other Gurdwaras. Thousands of
Sikhs killed. All the Akali leaders arrested. (4-6-1984)
(¢) The United States of America condemned the atrocities being
committed against the Sikhs. (4-6-1987)
5 June Indian army's attack and killing of the Sikhs continued. Several
Sikhs killed with their hands tied on their backs and many sikhs
were killed after being arrested. (5-6-1984)
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Indian forces occupied the Sikh Gurdwaras, archives, libraries,
museums. Most of them were, later, set ablaze. (6-6-1984)
Several thousands Sikhs marched towards Amritsar to stop
sacrilege. Hundreds of Sikh marchers were shot dead. Several
thousand Sikhs, including women and small children were

arrested. (6-6-1984)
Martyrdom day of Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale

and Bhai Amrik Singh Ji. (6-6-1984)
Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib ji. (25 Jeth)

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur's Son BabaAjay Singh tortured to
death, his heart pulled out and thrust into Baba Banda Singh's
mouth. Several Sikhs were also killed on the same day.
(9-6-1716)

8th Shaheedi Jatha left Akal Takhat Sahib for Jaito.

(10-6-1924)
The Sikhs took out huge procession at London, New York and
other major world Capitals to protest against the attack on
Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib. (10-6-1984)
The Sikh soldiers left army barracks at Ramgarh to protest against
the attack on Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib, under 'Operation
Blue Star' and began march towards Amritsar. (11-6-1984)
The Sikh procession at Delhi fired at by police. Several Sikhs
were injured, S. Harbans Singh and three others were killed.

(12-6-1960)
"Khalsa Akhbar" launched by Professor Gurmukh Singh and
Giani Jhanda Singh. (12-6-1886)
Master Tara Singh became the President of Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. (13-6-1936)
Dr. Ganda Singh returned Padam Bhushan Award to Govt. of
India as a protest against the attack on Sachkhand Sri Harimander
Sahib by the Indian Army. (14-6-1984)
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Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji :
Basic Information

-Dr. Jasbir Singh Sabar

In the light of the above, I do not find any exaggeration in saying that whatever may
be the religious faith of an individual today or in future ages to come, he/she is required
to study thoroughly the Bani of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji to find out the solution to his/her
problems.

It is quite justifiable to say that in present age Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji is not only
remains the Scripture of Sikhs only rather it is accepted as the Holy Granth of the whole
mankind. Because it not only deals with the problems of Sikh world but perfectly deals
with the problems of whole humanity and possible solutions are also found out to solve
The basic purpose of this holy Granth is to seek the general welfare of all the people of
the world irrespective of the man made discriminations and by making them free from all
the worries of this world.

39 I AJES € IHT|

It is possible only if someone reads Bani accurately and give proper attention whole-
heartedly to the Bani of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Moreover, after understanding the
theme of Gurbani one must practise its message in his/her daily life honestly in its real
perspect. The same feelings are shown in the following Gur-vak (Guru's words).

A5 373 8% FIH gl

7 HE e H 839 ufall (wiar 320)

(Slave Nanak utters the meditation of the Lord. He. who hears and practises i, is
saved).

Infact every religion has its scripture to guide its followers. It contains the basic
postulates of its religious philosophy The Hindus have the Vedas, the Upnishads. Simritis,
the Ramayana, the Bhagawad Gita etc., the Jains have their Purva andAng, the Buddhists
have Tripitaka, the Muslims are guided by the holy Quran, the Jews have their Tauret
and Christians treasure the Bible. Similarly Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji is the guide, preceptor
and holy scripture of the Sikhs.

The most fascinating feature of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji is its holistic and integrative
approach with emphasis on universal welfare, brotherhood and unity. It envisages the
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sovereign self-identity of man as well as collective amelioration of social conditions. It is
secular, as it completely negates the division and discrimination of man based on religion,
varnas, caste, community, sect and gender. Ram and Rahim enjoy a common stature
here. Their teachings are common to people of all castes and sects alike, like the rays of
the sun. This fact can practically be experienced by relishing the divine and ethereal
melodies of Gurmat music, which express the longing of a universal soul for communion
with its beloved-God. The ideology of Sri Guru Granth Sahib seeks to weave the relations
of God, man, nature, world and society into a fine and strong bond. The contributors of
this holy Granth all the Banikars have refuted the significance of any meaningless
appearances, attires, mantras, symbols, customs and rituals. The fifth Guru, Sri Guru
Arjan Dev ji clearly asserts:

&FIH TIH 3H §3 YTl U'9gH 85 76 & gATll (widr 9¢E)

(Rituals, duty, religious rites fasting and worship are all covered recognising none
else in sans the Supreme Lord).

Before rendering the divine Bani, the banikars of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji observed
the contemporary and precontemporary religious, cultural, political, and economic
problems of their society minutely analysed them, held dialogues with the heads of different
prevalent cults, then assiduously and logically made them to realize the futility of their
way of living, that was undeveloped, unsocial and non-religious. They developed a scientific
line of thought for the common man which would put an end to his innumerable sorrows,
sufferings and dilemmas, and lead him to the path of progress and enlightenment. On one
hand, Gurbani denounced the human life that was devoid of self-respect and dignity on
the other, it liberated the human society from the shackles of caste system constructed
by the priests. The banikars, through their writings, encouraged the masses to recognize
and accept truth as truth and falsehood as falsehood. This ideology later led to the real-
ization of the concept of "Miri-Piri", an amalgamation of devotion and power integrated
in one personality, which further gave birth to a "Sant- Sipahi." This intended to lead
society to a new dawn of realization in the form of Khalsa. The most beneficial feature of
this ideology was that it ended the indulgence and dominance of the middlemen like the
priests, and paved the way for acommon man to divine love, devotion and communion.
Gurbani specifically and scientifically clarified the fact that God loved compassionate
souls more than the worshippers of idols and temples.

Undoubtedly the noble teachings of all religions brings internal spiritual strength,
wisdom to the despairing man and providing him encourage during the ups and downs of
life. I am sure if one truly knows and understand the essence of his own as well as of
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others religion and practices with dedication in his day to day life then one can march
herocally to the height of perfection.

Undoubtedly the basic principles of morality more or less are common in all faiths.
The difference arises when the Supreme Reality is described and the way of life preached
by different faiths in their own way. Only one thought that my faith is superior to those of
the others spoils the whole atmosphere and destroy peace. This feeling of inferiority to
others faiths generate hatredness and results in violence and wars, which we are facing
even in these days.

But as we all know that in past religions of different faiths were limited only to their
institutions for paying obeisance and to perform some rituals as desired by their preists.
It also remained the domain of respective priestly class who define their religion and
interpret their scriptures mostly to suit their contentions as they were written in Sanskrit
and Persian languages which were not the language of common people.To deliver the
real message of Supreme Being to the humanity in their own language which common
people can understand easily becomes the basic reason for preparing Sri Guru Granth Ji
in multi languages prevalent among the people.

Compilation of the Adi Granth: Reasons, Historical Background and Significance

It is quite natural for any human mind to be tickled by the question that what was
the need of compiling Sri Guru Granth Sahib when Indian culture was already enriched
by the ancient Vedas, Upnishads, the Bhagwad Gita, the holy Quran etc.The foremost
important reason seems to be the fact that all religious scriptures written prior to Sri
Guru Granth Sahib had become the property of a specific class of people and were no
more torchbearers for the common man living in the society. Every religious scripture
aims at uniting and bonding the societynot shattering it. In theVedic times, the fundamental
note of these religious scriptures was divine contemplation, under the impact of which
people lived a life of truth and piety. Social relationships were symbiotic (give and take)
although community life was given priority to personal ego. In the medieval ages, scriptures
were taught in a way that bombarded the integrity of the Indian society and shredded it
on various grounds. They were acquired by the priests and misinterpreted in a way that
the common man was shoved (pushed) out of the realm of the real religion. He felt
incapable of fulfilling the demands of the priests to perform the so-called rituals and
sacrifices, when he himself was trapped in the inescapable spiral of earning food and his
daily requirements. Due to the insatiable hunger and arrogance of the priests, religion
and religious scriptures lost their original essence. The common man was denied the
privilege of studying Sanskrit although it was the language of the nation, which further
widened the gap between religion and man. Scriptures were misread to meet the profitable
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requirements of the priests. They misguided the masses, vivisected God, and made people
worship thousands of deities placed in temples in the form of idols, offering them sacrifices
of all sorts. Similar was the plight of the pious Quran written in Persian in the hands of
mullas and maulvis. The following Gurvak by Sri Guru Nanak Dev reflects over this
issue:

g9 € I Afowrgl y3fT gefa B3s g9 gl

36 FaIf3 JfT 319 AE€I 36 578a HH3T U8l (WdT 320)

(The four Vedas were professed to be true. By reading and studying them, one
finds four doctrines in them. Man cherish love and meditation of God and call himself
lowly itis then, O Nanak that he obtains salvation).

The same thought reverberates in Kabir Bani, which says

g€ 539 99 H3 $3 Fo7 7 & grdll (widT 93U0)

(Say not that the Vedas and Muslim books are false. False is he who reflects not on
them).

The irony is that the knowers of these great scriptures should have had an ideal
way of life rich in divine love and compassion, but the so-called authorities on scriptures
were brimming with (full of) arrogance and greed. They had no concern whatsoever
with the man on the street. On the contrary, they themselves posed as gods and deities
to be wor-shipped by the people. They had become completely irreligious in the garb of
the religious. Commenting on this religious stance of the society Sri Guru Nanak Deyv ji
wrote that real religion had flown away with wings and irreligion dominates.

3 a3t a7 FAET goy U afg Esfanri

gF mHTEH A TeHT €17 571 & gl (var 98y)

(The dark-age is the scalpel the kings are the butchers, and righteousness has
taken wings and flown. In this no-moon night of falsehood the moon of truth is not seen
to rise anywhere).

The vicious ruled instead of the virtuous.

Muslim conquerors aimed only at the spread of Islam resulting in the fire of hatred
and oppression all around. To pacify this fire, the saints of the Bhakti movement in the
South India iitiated to unify the Indian masses on religious grounds. The same movement
spread over north India through Swami Ramanuja and Ramananda. Saints like Bhagat
Namdeyv, Bhagat Kabir, Bhagat Ravidas, etc. also took an active part.They emphatically
denounced caste system, varna divisions, idol worship, rituals and the tradition of forsaking
home and family. They used vernacular languages to express their secular views on a
society based on equality, dignity and fraternity. But these saints were so enamored of
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the mystical realities of life and death, that they could not contribute sufficiently to the
social upliftment of man. It is a historical fact that Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji was the first
saint to realize and advocate the reality of the world as:

&g AT A9 &1 T a3 AY a fefd @HI (Wial 8€3)

(This world is the True Lord chamber and within it is the true abode of the True-
One).

He taught the human beings to adore this worldly life and treasure the rare human
birth. He gave the formula of a successful life as that which includes meditation of God,
hard work and sharing one's labour (Nam Japo, Kirat karo. vand ke chhako).

wfE yfE &g ggg ef&n a7aa ag UeTSla RISl (war 928U)

(He who eats what he earns through his earnest labour and from his hand gives
something in charity; he alone, O Nanak, knows the true way of life).

By this three-directional formula, Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji inspired the people who
had abandoned the world and the love for the world under the influence of the Hindu
yogis and sanyasis, to live their social lives once again. The masses who had been
detracked by their pseudo-religious leaders in the past years needed such a direction.
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji had very well realized that humanity cannot progress by getting
rid of its social responsibilities. He had seen the yogis and sanyasis begging at the doors
of householders and therefore convinced the people that sanyasis were dependent on
the householders and even on society. That is why Gurmat strongly prohibits begging.

The religious scriptures had become puppets in the hands of ignorant people. Sanskrit
being a language only of the privileged, placed religion on a mount to which common
people had no reach. The shudras (low-caste people) in the Hindu society could not
utter even a verse from the Vedas, lest their tongue was cut. If they heard the chanting of
the verses, their ears would be brutally burnt with hot leads. Birds and animals had free
access to the temples but the shudras could not even think of approaching them.

Therefore it was the immediate need of the day that there be a scripture, a guide,
that would free man of all superfluous rituals, hypocrisies, and would enrich him with
divine love, respect and equal rights without any sort of discrimination. The second
significant reason for its compilation was to put an end to the intervention of the false
Bani and negative propaganda of the writings of the Gurus by the envious and ambitious
claimants of the families of the Gurus who Devised intriguing plots to merge their writ-
ings with those of the Gurus.

In Indian religious culture, whenever a religious sect appointed its leader in succession
to the previous, it handed over a crown/ seli/ cap/ turban etc. as a symbol or a stamp,
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scripture or a Pothi as a treasure to be cherished for times to come. Guru Nanak Dev
Deviated from this tradition In this case, eligibility for the pontificate was not his relation
to the Guru, but his divine qualities like service and Devotion were taken into
consideration. That is why. Guru Nanak Dev ji appointed Bhai Lehna as his successor
and designated him as Sri GuruAngad Dev Ji, the second Guru, ignoring his own sons
Baba Sri Chand and Sri Lakhmi Das. Another pioneering step was that he placed Bhai
Lehna on the pontificate while he was still alive. He also handed over the Pothi which
contained his own Bani as well as the writings of other great saints whom he had met in
his lifetime. His sons were indignated (unhappy) by this act of his, resulting in the formation
of Udasi sect by Baba Sri Chand. But the two sons could not take their aggression too
far against Sri Guru Nanak's true religion as they had inherited their paternal property
and secondly Sri Guru Angad Dev ji had left Kartarpur and settled down in Khadur
Sahib.

Baith Khadurai jot jagaee (Vaaran, Bhai Gurdas Ji, 1.46)

The same predicament was faced by Sri GuruAngad Deyv ji when he appointed Sri
Guru Amar Das ji as the third Guru. His sons Bhai Datu and Bhai Dasu were upset. But
they were eventually pacified by the Guru's leaving Khadur Sahib for Sri Goindwal
Sahib and the inheritance of their paternal property. This tradition continued with Sri
Guru Amar Das ji selecting Bhai Jetha as the fourth Guru, Sri Guru Ram Das Ji instead
of his own sons, Baba Mohan and Baba Mohri.

Undoubtedly the families of the Gurus were unhappy with this trend of appointing
the next Guru on the basis of their qualities, not relationships. They tried to create hurdles
by propagating their own doctrines but could not succeed in diminishing the growing
popularity of the Sikh religion and philosophy. The problem saw its peak when the
fourth Guru, Sri Guru Ram Das ji selected his youngest son, BabaArjan Dev to be the
fifth Guru instead of his elder sons, Baba Prithi Chand and Baba Maha DeyThis decision
infuriated Prithi Chand. He took to all means, fair and unfair, to conspire against his
younger brother for attainment of the seat of the Guru. He wrote and distributed his own
fake poetry among the Sikh followers with the name of Nanak.

The confusion of 'kachi Bani' and 'sachi Bani' was prevalent in the times of Sri Guru
Amar Das ji also, as he mentions in his writing, "Anand Sahib". He warns the Sikhs to be
aware of the true and the untrue Bani.

wreg iy Af3gg & fmrfad areg met gt

ST 3 ared dg ddt FEnm Hig gt (dar €20)

(Come ye the beloved disciples of the True Guru and sing the True hymns of the
Guru.
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Sing ye the word of the Guru, which word is the most sublime of all the words).

All Bani except Guru's Bani is false.Any person who recites or listens to false Bani
will also be false and cannot uplift his life. Guru Sahib says:

Af3arg 5T J9 &6t I 7t 1 3 a6t Af3qg 8759 99 a6 g

FIE JY A€ J0 q 1wy @t (idT €20)

(Without the True Guru, all other word is false. Without the True Guru every other
word is false. All other sermons are but false. False are the utterers, false the hearers
false the reciters and false their authors).

Probably the envious people remained unsuccessful in propagating kachi (false)
Bani during the days of Sri GuruAmar Das ji. So he warned his followers against such
false traps. But situation in the times of Sri GuruArjan Dev ji was different. Sikh religion
was progressing at a fast pace. Its basic doctrines touched the common man's concerns
in all spheres of life. More specifically it fascinated that strata of society that was humiliated
and rejected, even enslaved in the social, religious, political, and economic spheres of
life. Sikh religion broke all chains and freed him of the age old shackles and placed him
at a respectable position in society. The common man enjoyed the breath of fresh air of
freedom and dignity in the form of Sikh 'sangat' and 'pangat'. This resulted in the indignation
of the Hindu priests on the one hand, and on the other, it was a strong hurdle in the
spread of Islam for the Muslim rulers. They shrewdly used the opponents of the Gurus
to meet their own ends. Baba Prithi Chand, Sri GuruArjan Dev ji's eldest brother initiated
the evil practice of propagating the writings of his son Meharban under the pen-name
"Nanak Jan" and "Jan Nanak". He claimed these writings to be the creations of the first
four Gurus and himself to be the real inheritor of the Guru seat. Under these circumstances,
it had become mandatory for Sri GuruArjan Deyv ji that a scripture should be compiled
which would protect the identity, originality and integrity of "Nanak Nirmal Panth', and
also prevent humanity from going astray. It should have the capacity to inspire and uplift
man from every section of the society. For these reasons, Sri GuruArjan Dev ji felt the
need to compile

UET UGHAT & G151l (il 922€)

(This Holy Book (the Adi Granth) is the abode of the Transcendent Lord).

[From the book 'Study of the Sikhism
(Sikh Dharam Adhiyan: Basic Information) Part-1]

Conti...
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SGPC NEWS

Cabinet Minister Harpal Singh Cheema's remarks on Sacrilege
Related Act unclear, ambiguous

Amritsar- The President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, has reacted to the Punjab Cabinet's approval of "The
Jagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar Bill 2026, stating that the information shared
with the media by Cabinet Minister Harpal Singh Cheema is unclear and confusing.

In a statement issued here, Advocate Dhami said it appears that even the Cabinet
Minister himself does not have complete clarity regarding the proposed bill. He pointed
out that on one hand, the minister has described it as an entirely new bill, while on the
other hand, it has been named "The Jagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar Bill 2026".
He added that "The Jagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib SatkarAct 2008" is related to the
printing of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, raising the question of whether the government intends
to amend the existing Act or introduce a completely new law addressing incidents of
sacrilege. This ambiguity, he said, is creating confusion among the Sikh community

Advocate Dhami further stated that the remarks made by Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema regarding the SGPC are far from factual. He clarified that a high-level committee
constituted by the SGPC had approached both the government's select committee and
the state government multiple times, but received no response. He also noted that letters
written by the SGPC at various times were recently shared with the media as well.

He emphasized that the issue concerning Sri Guru Granth Sahib is deeply connected
with Sikh sentiments, and alleged that the government is failing to understand its
significance. According to him, the government's approach suggests that it is merely
trying to politicize the matter, which is evident from its statements.

Advocate Dhami further remarked that it seems the minister tasked with briefing
the media is merely reading from prepared notes, as he would not have created such
confusion by alternately describing the proposal as an amendment and a completely new
bill if he had full knowledge of the matter

He concluded by saying that due to the government's lack of claritySikh institutions
and organizations are now demanding that the draft of the bill be made public. (April 1)
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