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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16th August to 15th September)

20 August Sant Harchand Singh Longowal shot dead in Sherpur Village, (Sangrur)

(20-8-1985)

27 August Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee decided to launch

morcha for liberating Gurdwara Sahib at Daska, Distt. Sialkot.

(27-8-1931)

28 August General House of Shiromani Akali Dal approved Anandpur Sahib

Resolution, (1973). That  is called 'Anandpur Sahib Resolution these

days. (28-8-1973)

1 Sept. (a) Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee sent a special Jatha of

25 members to start Akhand Path at Gurdwara Gangsar Jaito.

(1-9-1923)

(b) Bhai Bachitar Singh defeated a drunk elephant and Bhai Udhai Singh

Chopped off the head of  hill chief Kesri Chand in the battle

of Lohgarh. (1-9-1700)

2 Sept. Immediatelly after "Operation Blue Star" in 1984 the World Sikh

Convention, called by the five head priests excomunicated Giani Zail

Singh and Butta Singh (the then President and Cabinet Minister

respectively). (2-9-1984)

6 Sept. (a) Giani Dit Singh, one of the chief of Singh Sabha Movement  passed

away. (6-9-1901)

(b) Gurdwara Teja Kallan Distt. Gurdaspur came under the Panthak

Control. (6-9-1922)

10 Sept. Sardar Karam Singh, a renowned Sikh Historian, passed away.

(10-9-1930)

13 Sept. (a) Orders declaring Shiromani Gurdwara Parbhandk Committee and

Shiromani Akali Dal as unlawfull bodies were withdrawn by the Punjab

government. (13-9-1926)

(b) Master Tara Singh led the first Shaheedi Jatha of Akalies for the

Daska Morcha. (13-9-1931)

14 Sept. (a) Nawab Zabita Khan Ruhela baptised and named Sardar Dharam
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Singh as he was much impressed by the high character of the Khalsa.

(14-9-1777)

(b) Raja Sher Singh Attari declared war against the British Rule in

Punjab. He was son of Raja Chattar Singh. (14-9-1847)

15 Sept. (a) Baba Budha ji passed away. His pyre was lit by Guru Hargobind

Sahib ji at Ramdas town in district Amritsar. (15-9-1631)

(b) Maharaja Sher Singh, Kanwar Partap Singh and Raja Dhian Singh

Dogra, beheaded by Ajit Singh and Lehna Singh Sandhanwalia.

(15-9-1843)

The devotees are requested to bring the 'PAVAN

BIRS' of Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for

SANSKAR) to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Bhawan,

Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near Gurdwara

Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' only  in-

stead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This has been decided

to facilitate the 'SANGAT' for the Holy Sri Guru Granth

Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same

venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-

Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Amritsar.

Appeal
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After a brief interval of about 40 years, this tradition was further enriched by the

ninth Guru. He, by his sacrifice, not only vindicated his faith in his stand, but also taught

a lesson that oppression must be resisted. According to Dr. Fauja Singh, "the sacrifice of

the Guru blazed a new trail in so far as it was a commitment to an open struggle against

the organised oppression of the state."

This then was the ideology which Guru Gobind Singh inherited. The Guru so

modified it that it became a theory of struggle which would not only explain its aims but

also boost the moral of the participants. He named this theory Dharm Yudh. The theory

finalised by the Guru had the following adjuncts:

(i) that God was cternal protector of the good against the oppressors and their

detractors, He was also the mightiest warrior;

(i) that it was morally justified to wage wars against the evil forces and tyranny;

(iii) that the use of force was justified against oppression and oppressors of all

kinds.

This is why the Guru was motivated to raise the importance of weapons as they

constituted the vehicle of success and power. Weapons were depicted as decorating the

person of the Almighty Himself thus partaking of the attribute of divinity. In consequence

they were entitled to all respect and veneration. The chief of them, the sword, was called

Khal Dal Khandan (scatterer of the armies of the wicked), Sukh Santa Karnan (protector

of the saints), Durmat Darnam (scourage of the evil), jag karan (creator), sarist ubharan

(saviour) and pratparan (sustainer). Although the force was of primoral importance in

Guru Gobind Singh's theory of Dharam Yudh, it should not be confused with militarin. In

militarin force is employed for the sake of force, aggression and self-aggrandisement,

but the Guru allowed its use only for a noble cause and that too as a remedy of the last

resort.

In continuation with the last edition:

SRI GURU GOBIND SINGH JI

(1666-1708)

We are taking pleasure while publishing these contents from the book

'History of the Sikh Gurus' by S. Surjit Singh Gandhi former Head of Sikh

History Research Board (SGPC).

-S. Surjit Singh 'Gandhi'
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It is the moral duty of the people to wage war against evil. Guru Gobind Singh

professed openly that he had been ordained by God to extripate the evil and uphold the

good.

In this context evidence of Bhai Nand Lal is of great importance. He says:

Rakh-i-Adl o Insaf Afrokhtah

Dil-i-Jabar o bedad ra Sokhta

Bina-i-Sitam ra Bar Andikhta Sar-i-ma dalat ra bar Afrokhta

"He brightened-up-the force of equity and justice and burnt down the heart of

tyranny and inequity. He up rooted the foundation of cruelty and lified the head to justice."

It is the moral duty of the people to wage war against evil. Guru Gobind Singh

professes openly that he had been ordained by God to extirpate the evil and uphold the

good.

The theory of Dharm yudh of the Guru has been expressed very beautifully in

the following excerpt from his composition 'Krishnaavtar'.

Glory to noble souls who on their earthly way

Carry upon their lips the Name of the Lord,

And ever contemplate deep within hearts the good fights spirit.

Knowing that the body is a fleeting vesture,

They make the Lord's song, they make the Lord's Name

A boat to carry them over life's rough ocean,

They wear as a garment that is as a fortress serene detachment;

Divine knowledge is the light of their minds

Their cleaver's broom in their wise hands

Is the broom of wisdom

With it they sweep all cowardice and all falsehood.

The contemporary source such as Guru Sobha also lends evidence to the theory

of Dharam Yudh when he says :

For this was the Khalsa created

To fight the evil to smite the wicked

And to get rid of crisis. (Gur Sobha l4l130)

"Dharam Yudh" as preached by Guru Gobind Singh was "not a fight to protect

or promote the interests of a particular sect or creed and hence is to be distinguished

from the Christian crusade of medieval period and the Muslim Jehad of the familiar

variety, nor was it a religious war in the usual sense of the term. lt was a moral war

waged for the victory of good over evil, for the triumph of righteousness over tyranny

and oppression. His concept in traditional ethical terms was analogous to Goddess Durga's
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fght with the demons Mehk Hasar, Sumbh and Nisumbh, to Lord Rama's fight with

Ravana of Lanka or to Lord Krishna's struggle with-Kansa. It was based on dynamic

view of religion which in its essence was a social catalyst. The Guru viewed religion as

something committedly concerned with the problems of society and as it had a vital role

to play in human affairs. It must work for a healthy flow of social or collective life and

must of necessity contend against the ills hampering the smooth and unhindered

mainstream of its existence. But the revolutionary role that the Guru visualised for religion

was not to be stinted in any way by harnessing it to the narrow interests of any particular

religious creed or dogma; on the contrary it was to be- conducted with a view to the

general good of the society, (Dr. Fauja Singh's article "Guru Gobind Singh: An estimate

of his work and personality.)

Political and Social Views

Furthermore the political and social ideals were concretised and institutionalised.

Before Guru Gobind Singh it. Was not so; the Grrru's credit is that he was forthright,

equivocal and clear in putting forth his views on social, political and cultural matters.

(See chapters on Sikh Polity and Sikh Social ldeals).

Period of Great Beginnings

But the period of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji was not merely a period of culmination;

it was also a period beginnings. By his reforms and under the impact of his dynamic and

magnetic leadership, the Sikh Community was not only strengthened but also converted

to a great vehicle of revolution.             Cont......
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