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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16™ May to 15" June)
16 May (a) Akali Dal passed aresolution that only Amritdhari (baptised)

Sikhs should be given job in Gurdwaras. (16-5-1939)
(b) British "Cabinet Mission" released its report. Pakistan conceded.
(16-5-1946)

17 May Chota Ghallughara Day (Kahnuwal, Gurdaspur)
(3Jeth)
19 May Birth day of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. (5 Jeth)
22 May Shaheedi Saka Paunta Sahib. (22-5-1964)

23 May (a) Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji. (9 Jeth, Jeth Sudi 4)
(b) Sahibzada Ajit Signh led Sikh army to punish Ranghers of village
Nuh (Keso Ram, leader of Ranghers) (23-5-1699)
(c) Kamagata Maru ship with Sikh passengers reached Vancouver
(Canada). (23-5-1914)
26 May Publication of Sikh papers, 'Akali' and 'Parbhat’, stopped by
government. All the empolyees arrested and sent to jail.
(26-5-1960)
1 June (a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh got Koh-i-Noor diamond.  (1-6-1813)
(b) Seventh Shaheedi Jatha (group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
for Jaito. (1-6-1924)
(¢) Hindi and Punjabi made medium of instruction in the schools of
Punjab. (1-6-1948)
(d) Indian forces fired at Sri Harimander Sahib and killed 11 Sikhs.
(1-6-1984)
2 June (Maharaja) Ranjit Singh captured Multan (2-6-1818)
3 June Indian army occupied the whole of the Sikh Homeland. Curfew
imposed and undeclared Martial law promulgated. (3-6-1984)
4 June (a) Ghallughara Day Sri Akal Takht Sahib. (4-6-1984)
(b) Jod-Mela Gurdwara Sri Ritha Sahib. (Jeth Sudi Puranmashi)
(c) Birth Day of Bhagat Kabir Ji. (Jeth Sudi Puranmashi)
(d) Indian forces invaded Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri
Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar and more than 36 other shrines.
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Thousands of Sikhs killed. All the Akali leaders arrested.

(4-6-1984)

(e) U.S.Congressmen condemned Indian atrocities on the Sikhs.
(4-6-1987)

5 June (a) Prakash Gurpurab Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji.

(22 Jeth, Harr Vadi 1)
(b) Indian army's attack and killing of the Sikhs continued. Several
Sikhs killed with their hands tied on their backs. Bomb thrown

on the Sikh pilgrims after their arrest. (5-6-1984)
6 June (a) Indian forces occupied the Sikh shrines, archives, libraries, muse-
ums.Most of them were, later, set ablaze. (6-6-1984)

(b) Several thousands Sikhs marched towards Amritsar to stop
sacrilege. Hundreds of Sikh marchers were shot dead. Several
thousand Sikhs, including women and small children were

arrested. (6-6-1984)
(C) Martyrdom Day of Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale
and Bhai Amrik Singh Ji. (6-6-1984)
8 June Establishment Day of Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

(25 Jeth, Harr Vadi 5)
10 June (a) 8th Shaheedi Jatha (Group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
forJaito. (10-6-1924)
(b) The Sikhs took out huge procession at London, New York and
inthe Capitals of all the major countries throughout the world to
protest against attack on Sri Harimander Sahib.  (10-6-1984)
11 June The Sikh soldiers left army barracks at Ramgarh to protest against
the attack on Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib, under
‘Operation Blue Star' and began march to Amritsar. (11-6-1984)
12 June The Sikh procession at Delhi fired at by police. Harbans Singh
and three others were killed and several were injured (some of
them died later). (12-6-1960)
13 June (a) "Khalsa Akhbar" launched by Professor Gurmukh Singh and
Giani Jhanda Singh. (12-6-1886)
(b) Master Tara Singh became the president of Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. (13-6-1936)
14 June Dr. Ganda Singh returned Padam Sri Award to Govt. of India
as a protest against invasion of Sri Darbar Sahib by the Indian
army. (14-6-1984) m
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC objects to NCERT's misinterpretation of
history

Misleading information about Sri Anandpur Sahib
Resolution should be removed immediately:

Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
strongly objected to NCERT giving wrong information about Sikhs in its syllabus
books. SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that NCERT is misrepresenting
historical details related to Sikhs.

He said that recently the NCERT has recorded misleading information about
Sri Anandpur Sahib Resolution in Chapter 8 namely 'Regional Aspirations' of the
Class XII Political Science subject book 'Politics in India Since Independence’, which
has hurt the sentiments of the community. He said that while explaining Sri Anandpur
Sahib Resolution, it is not at all justified to portray Sikhs as separatists, so the NCERT
should remove such "highly objectionable mentions".

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the communal aspect has been taken while
removing some old information and adding some new details in the Class XII syllabus.

"It is sad that changes are being made according to what suits the incumbent
Centre government. Curricula especially about minorities are being eliminated and
arbitrary syllabus is being created. Accordingly, Sri Anandpur Sahib Resolution
has been wrongly interpreted in the book 'Politics in India Since Independence'",
said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

SGPC President said that Sri Anandpur Sahib Resolution is a historical
document that does not contain anything wrong. He said this resolution talked about
the state's rights and strengthening the federal structure of the states and it is a matter
of sadness that the situation is similar even today. The rights and interests of the
states are being ignored, he said.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said, "It seems that the speakers of the language of
Hindu Rashtra are being deliberately favoured, while on the other hand, instead of
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resolving the issues of minorities, the narrative is being spread against them by creating
misconceptions. The spirit of communalism visible in the syllabus is not in line with
the interests of the country." April 7

SGPC signature campaign for release of Bandi
Singhs to conclude on Baisakhi:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

More than 25 lakh forms filled during signature campaign
will be submitted to Governor

Legal notice sent to those who created false narratives
about the Sikh state flag - Advocate Dhami

Important decisions taken by the Inner Committee of the

Shiromani Committee regarding Sikh affairs

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has
decided to conclude the signature campaign started on December 1, 2022, for the
release of Bandi Singhs (Sikh prisoners) lodged in different jails of the country, on
the occasion of Khalsa Sajna Diwas (Baisakhi). Apart from this, several important
decisions were also taken by the SGPC executive committee (EC) meeting held at
the SGPC office in Amritsar today under the leadership of Harjinder Singh Dhami.

Speaking to media after the meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that under the signature campaign launched by SGPC for the release of Bandi
Singhs, more than 25 lakh forms have been filled so far, which will be collected and
sent to President of India via Governor of Punjab in near future.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said the EC has also decided that a day before handing
over the filled forms to the Governor, an Ardas (Sikh prayer) congregation will be
held at Sri Akal Takht Sahib. He said the Jathedars of the Takhts will also be present
during this event. He said that SGPC officials have been ordered to take an
appointment for a meeting from the Governor of Punjab and upon getting the time,
the SGPC EC office-bearers and SGPC members will go to hand over the filled
forms and a memorandum.

SGPC President said the EC has also given approval to award scholarships for
the year 2023-24 to Amritdhari (initiated) students studying in the educational
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institutions of the SGPC. He said that scholarships worth crores are awarded to
Amritdhari students every year under this scheme. The scholarships include Rs 3,500
for students of Class VI to X, Rs 5,000 for Class XI to XII, Rs 8,000 for graduate
level and Rs 10,000 for post graduation.

He said that the SGPC is also working at the ground level to prepare Sikh
youths for competitive examinations of UPSC, PPSC, etc., under which, 11 Sikh
candidates have been selected for the first batch of Nishchai Civil Services Coaching
Academy opened for this purpose. For being part of the first batch, a total of 167
candidates had appeared in the written exam, after which 11 Sikh candidates had
been selected during the three-stage selection process which included two interviews
also. He also said that applications will be called again, so that more candidates can
prepare for competitive exams in SGPC’s academy as it had announced to prepare
25 Sikh candidates.

He said the SGPC EC has also decided to give a 3% dearness allowance to the
SGPC employees.

Meanwhile, Harjinder Singh Dhami also revealed the legal action taken by the
SGPC on the order of Jathedar, Sri Akal Takht Sahib, against the false propaganda
of presenting the flag of Sarkar-e-Khalsa of Maharaja Ranjit Singh's Sikh Raj (rule)
and the court of arms of Sikh princely states as separatist material during the arrest
of youths by the government and police administration of Punjab in the recent past.

SGPC President said that a legal notice has been served to the senior
superintendent of police (SSP) Khanna, who wrongly presented the flag of Sikh
state of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and the court of arms of the Sikh princely states,
found in the phone of arrested youth, as separatist material. Along with this, notices
have also been served to some media channels for tarnishing the image of Sikhs by
presenting wrong information in this regard.

He also said that a public appeal has been made by the SGPC to obtain
information for pursuing the cases of innocent youths arrested by the Punjab police.
Many people have sent the required information to the Sikh body and the SGPC is
continuously working in this regard. He said that the legal team of the SGPC is also
working at the local level to pursue the cases of youths who were arrested from
Punjab and imprisoned in Dibrugarh, Assam.

Present in the meeting included SGPC senior vice president Baldev Singh
Qaimpur, junior-vice president Avtar Singh Raya, general secretary Bhai Gurcharan
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Singh Grewal, EC members Jarnail Singh Kartarpur, Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bawa
Singh Gumanpura, Gurnam Singh Jassal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Sher Singh
Mandwala, Baba Gurpreet Singh Randhawa and Malkit Singh Changal, SGPC
secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretaries Sukhminder
Singh, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, and Simarjit Singh,
assistant secretary Gurdial Singh, Gurcharan Singh Kuhala, and Shahbaz Singh,
superintendent Malkeet Singh Beharwal, in-charge Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh
Khairabad, Tarsem Singh Gill, Gurpratap Singh Masani and others. April 10

SGPC legal delegation meets detained Punjab

youths at Dibrugarh

Amiritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has started
pursuing the cases of youths who were arrested from Punjab and imprisoned in
Dibrugarh, Assam in the recent past. In this regard, SGPC lawyers who reached
Dibrugarh met eight youths in the jail on Monday, while the necessary documents
regarding their cases have also been obtained from the jail administration.

SGPC member and senior advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka led a delegation
which went to Assam including Advocate Mandeep Singh Sidhu and Advocate
Rohit Sharma.

Sharing information to the media at the SGPC office, SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that following the order of Jathedar, Sri Akal Takht
Sahib, the cases of youths imprisoned under the National Security Act (NSA) at
Dibrugarh, are being pursued. He said that the legal experts of the SGPC have
started their work after visiting the ground level. He informed that eight youths are
detained at Dibrugarh, who are being provided legal aid.

He further said that the legal team of SGPC has prepared for further action
after meeting the arrested youths and the Dibrugarh jail administration.

Meanwhile, sharing information from Assam, Advocate Sialka said that eight
youths in Dibrugarh jail are in Charhdi Kala (high spirit). He said the District Legal
Services Authority and Dibrugarh Bar Association along with local lawyers have
supported the SGPC legal team in submitting an application to the Dibrugarh jail
administration to meet the eight detained youths. Advocate Mandeep Singh said
that the detention orders of the detained youths and other necessary documents have
been provided to the SGPC legal team by jail administration, following which further
legal proceedings will be continued. April 10
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Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia third birth
centenary events started by SGPC with Khalsa
Fateh March in Delhi

Khalsa Fateh March started from Gurdwara Sri

Rakabganj Sahib, attended by prominent personalities

Amritsar/New Delhi- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
began the events of 300th birth anniversary centenary of Sardar Jassa Singh
Ramgarhia, the great Sikh General, with Khalsa Fateh March from Gurdwara Sri
Rakabganj Sahib in Delhi today.

The Sikh General Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia, along with his fellow Generals,
had hoisted the Kesri Nishan (Sikh flag) on the Red Fort after conquering Delhi and
installed the Mughal Empire’s Takht-e-Taus after tying and dragging it behind
elephants at the Guru’s feet at Sri Darbar Sahib. It is because of this incident of
history that the Khalsa Fateh March has been started for Amritsar with Panthic
(community’s) tradition from Delhi.

Before starting the Khalsa Fateh March, Gurbani Kirtan was performed at
Gurdwara Sri Rakabganj Sahib and after ardas (Sikh prayer), the holy saroop
(scripture) of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji was enshrined in the palanquin by former
SGPC President Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal. At start of the march, the
management honoured the Panj Piaras (five beloved ones), Nishanchi Singhs (flag
bearers) and prominent personalities with Siropaos (robes of honour).

The Khalsa Fateh March started from Gurdwara Sri Rakabganj Sahib and
passed through Delhi's Shankar Road, Patel Nagar, Shadipur, Moti Nagar, Ramesh
Nagar, Raja Garden, Rajouri Garden, Tagore Garden, Subhash Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
Jail Road, Hari Nagar and reached Gurdwara Chote Sahibzade in Fateh Nagar. On
the way, the Sangat (devotees) enthusiastically participated in the Nagar Kirtan
(religious procession) and arranged langar (community kitchen food) at many places.
The devotees paid respect to Sri Guru Granth Sahib in palanquin and honoured the
Panj Piaras and Nishanchi Singhs with Siropaos. During the Khalsa Fateh March, a
special bus with historical relics and armours of the Sikh generals remained the
center of attraction for the devotees.

Former SGPC President Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal at the beginning of the
Khalsa Fateh March, congratulated the Sikh community and said that to
commemorate the great Sikh General Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia on the occasion
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of his 300th birth centenary, the centenary events have been started from Delhi.

He said that the role of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia during the conquest of
Delhi by the Khalsa Panth is an achievement of Sikh history, that is why Delhi has
been chosen for special events. He said the SGPC is organising three-day events in
Delhi. He said that the need of the day is to connect the youth with Sikh history and
heritage, for which centennial celebrations play an important role. He said that the
Khalsa Fateh March which started today has received full support from various
Sikh organizations and Sangat of Delhi. He said that this march will be conclude at
Sri Akal Takht Sahib in Amritsar on May 4.

Those present in Khalsa Fateh March included former SGPC President Bhai
Gobind Singh Longowal, SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal,
SGPC members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta and Bhai Ram Singh, senior Akali
leader Balwinder Singh Bhundar and Hira Singh Gabaria, President of Shiromani
Akali Dal Delhi Paramjit Singh Sarna, President of JAGO party Manjit Singh GK,
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee (DSGMC) President Harmeet Singh
Kalka, DSGMC General Secretary Jagdeep Singh Kahlon, DSGMC members Bibi
Ranjit Kaur and Sukhwinder Singh Babbar, Kuldeep Singh Bhogal, Sukhdev Singh
Rayat, SGPC additional secretaries Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, Bijai Singh, Simarjit Singh, assistant secretaries Tejinder Singh Padda,
and Kuldeep Singh Rode, in-charge of SGPC Sikh Mission Delhi Surinderpal Singh
Samana, Jasvir Singh Jassi, manager Sukhraj Singh, in-charge Major Singh, Manjit
Singh, Kartar Singh, head preacher Bhai Sarabjit Singh Dhotian.

Tableau of carrying Takht-e-Taus of Mughal Empire remained center of
attraction

Two tableaus prepared by supporting Sikh organizations during the Khalsa
Fateh March were the center of attraction for the congregation. These tableaus were
decorated on special vehicles and included in religious procession.

The SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal said about these
tableaus that efforts have been made to inform the people about the history of Sikh
Generals in the Khalsa Fateh March. He said, through the tableaus, it was shown
how Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia and his fellow Sikh generals, after conquering
Delhi, uprooted away the Takht-e-Taus of the Mughal Empire to Amritsar. He said
that it is an achievement of Sikh history that the Sikhs uprooted the Takht-e-Taus of
the Mughal Empire on which the tyrannical emperor used to issue orders. This
platform of Takht-e-Taus is still present at Bunga Ramgarhia in Sri Darbar Sahib at
Amritsar.

Gurmat Samagam to be held at DDA Ground in Delhi on April 17

As part of events being organised by the SGPC dedicated to the 300th birth



Gurdwara Gazette 130 Jeth (May 2023)

anniversary of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia, the Gurmat Samagam (religious
congregation) will be held at DDA Ground in New Delhi on April 17. In this
congregation, the groups of famous raagi of Sikh community will perform Gurbani
Kirtan and Dhadi Kavishar (balladeers and poetry) groups will share Sikh history.
Senior Sikh leaders and prominent personalities will also address the congregation
during the event. The event will be held from 5 pm to 12 am on April 17. April 16

SGPC organises Gurmat Samagam in Delhi
dedicated to third birth centenary of Sardar Jassa
Singh Ramgarhia

Anti-Sikh forces conspiring to break Sikh institutions:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Sikhs do not need to get certificate of patriotism from

anyone: Sukhbir Singh Badal

Amritsar/Delhi: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
organized a Gurmat Samagam (religious congregation) on Monday night at the DDA
ground in Hari Nagar, Delhi, dedicated to the 300th birth centenary of the great
Sikh general, Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. The congregation was attended by
head granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh, SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami, Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal,
Buddha Dal head Baba Balbir Singh and prominent personalities. Gurbani Kirtan
was performed by raagi jathas (groups) of Bhai Satinderbir Singh, Bhai Simarpreet
Singh, and Bhai Manpreet Singh Kanpuri and others while group of dhadi (balladeer)
Giani Tarsem Singh Moranwali shared the history of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia
with the congregation. The Panthic (community’s) personalities spoke about the life
of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia and discussed the current situation and concerns
of the Sikh community.

Addressing the congregation, Giani Jagtar Singh said that the Gurus have
connected the Sikhs with devotion as well as power, following which the then Sikh
Generals fiercely opposed oppression and by fighting the invaders, they closed their
way forever. He said that the Sikh general Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was also
one of such Sikh warriors who changed the course of the religious history of the
world.

On this occasion, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami addressing the



Gurdwara Gazette 131 Jeth (May 2023)

congregation congratulated them on the third birth centenary of Sardar Jassa Singh
Ramgarhia. He said Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia, who fought against the Mughal
rule, is the hero of the Sikh community and we are proud of his achievements. He
said that it is not common that he along with his fellow Sikh Generals uprooted
Delhi’s throne of tyrannical Mughal rule.

Talking about the current situation, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that the anti-Sikh forces are conspiring to break the Sikh institutions, about
which, the community needs to be aware. He said that with government intervention,
firstly, boards were formed in place of committees at Takhts (Sikh temporal
authorities) outside Punjab, then they indirectly possessed the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee (DSGMC) and now the Sikh power has been weakened
by forming a separate Gurdwara panel for Haryana.

The SGPC President also strongly condemned the politics done by the Punjab
government by deploying a heavy police force in Gurdwaras on the day of Khalsa
Sajna Day (Baisakhi). He said that on the occasion of Khalsa Sajna Diwas, the
community strives to pay obeisance at the Takhts and take Amritpan (get initiated
into Sikh faith), but the atmosphere of terror created by the government in Punjab
on this day has hurt the sentiments of the community. He thanked the people of
Delhi for the success of the centenary event and invited them to participate with
enthusiasm in the main event to be held at Amritsar on May 5.

Shiromani Akali Dal President Sukhbir Singh Badal said that the principle of
Sikh faith is the most secular and the community always prays for Sarbat Da Bhala
(welfare of all). He also strongly criticized the false propaganda of painting Sikhs as
separatist ideologues by misrepresenting Sri Anandpur Sahib Resolution in NCERT
syllabus. He said that Sikhs do not need to get a certificate of patriotism from anyone,
because Sikhs have made the most sacrifices for the freedom and defense of the
country.

Sukhbir Singh Badal said conspiracies are being hatched to weaken the Sikh
institutions, so there is a need to identify the anti-Sikh forces. He said that the
centenaries of the great Generals of Sikh community are such occasions when the
youth have the desire to know about their history and heritage.

The congregation was also addressed by senior Akali leader Balwinder Singh
Bhunder, President of Shiromani Akali Dal Delhi unit Paramjit Singh Sarna, former
president of DSGMC Manyjit Singh GK, DSGMC member Bibi Ranjit Kaur. Bhai
Sarabjit Singh Dhotian, head preacher, managed the stage.

In the event, the SGPC also set up stalls of religious books besides painting
exhibitions related to Sikh history and heritage. The langar (community kitchen
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food) was arranged for the congregation by Baba Kashmir Singh Bhuri Wale.
Prominent personalities were honoured in the event.

Present in the event included Baba Kashmir Singh Bhuri Wale, Baba Bachan
Singh Kar Sewa Delhi, Baba Sukhwinder Singh Bhuri Wale, Baba Teja Singh
Nirmale, SGPC senior vice-president Baldev Singh Qaimpur, member Bhai Rajinder
Singh Mehta, Bhai Ram Singh, and Gurminder Singh Matharu, DSGMC member
Sukhwinder Singh Babbar, Kuldeep Singh Bhogal, Sukhdev Singh Rayat, Bibi
Mandeep Kaur, SGPC secretaries Balwinder Singh Kahlwan, Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, Bijai Singh, Simarjit Singh, assistant secretary Tejinder Singh Padda,
Kuldeep Singh Rode, manager Sukhraj Singh, in charge of Delhi Sikh Mission
Surinderpal Singh Samana, Jasvir Singh Longowal, in-charge Major Singh, Manjit
Singh, Kartar Singh, former secretary Ram Singh Bhinder, and the Sangat. April 18

Converting Gurdwara of Sri Guru Nanak Dev in
Arunachal Pradesh to Buddhist shrine an attack
on Sikhs — Harjinder Singh Dhami

Abolishing existence of Sikh shrine against Constitution,

President and Prime Minister should intervene

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has taken
strong notice of the conversion of the historical shrine associated with Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, the first Sikh Guru, into a Buddhist shrine at Mechuka in Arunachal
Pradesh. Gurdwara Guru Nanak Tapasthan is located at Mechuka in memory of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, which has recently been converted into a Buddhist shrine. On
April 8, the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh Pema Khandu shared some photos
of his visit on social media, from which it is clear that this Sikh shrine at Mechuka
has now been converted into a Buddhist shrine.

The SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami termed this act as an attack on
Sikhs and said that converting any religious place of one community to that of another
religion is a direct violation of Article 25 of the Constitution of India. He said that
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji had made religious journeys to different countries for the
welfare of humanity, which is known as Udasis in Sikh history. Accordingly, there
is a reference to Guru Nanak Dev’s visit to Mechuka as well.

The SGPC President said that Gurdwara Guru Nanak Tapasthan was established
at Mechuka in memory of the Guru. Historian Colonel Dalvinder Singh Grewal
had made an important contribution to the development of this Gurdwara in Mechuka
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and with the support of the Indian Army, this Gurdwara Sahib was handed over to
the Sangat in March 1987.

“But it is highly unfortunate that now a mischievous attempt has been made to
destroy this memorial shrine of the first Sikh Guru. It is unfortunate that the Chief
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh after visiting this historical Sikh shrine is showing it
as a Buddhist shrine. This act is going to hurt Sikh sentiments, which will be strongly
opposed at all levels”, said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

The SGPC President said that this is a very serious matter, in which the President
of India, the Prime Minister, the Home Minister and the National Commission for
Minorities should intervene immediately. He said that many cases related to Sikh
shrines located in different parts of the country are already pending and now another
case has been created. This is another example of discrimination against Sikhs, on
which the Indian government should take cognizance and move towards a solution.
He said that in this regard, the SGPC will write letters to the President and the
representatives of the Government of India and ask for action. April 22

SGPC to publish a special illustrated book about
Sri Darbar Sahib: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Research-filled books to be published about 100 years of
SGPC, Jaito Morcha

Several decisions taken in meeting of the Sikh Itihas

Research Board

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has taken
important decisions for publishing a beautifully illustrated book about Sachkhand
Sri Harmandar Sahib and new books on Sikh history. During the meeting of the
Sikh Itihas Research Board (SIRB) presided over by SGPC President Harjinder
Singh Dhami at the SGPC headquarters today, permission has been granted to publish
the research-filled books on the occasion of the first centenary of Jaito Morcha, to
document the 100-year history of SGPC and reprint important documents published
in the past.

About the decisions in the meeting, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that an
important illustrated and documentary book will be prepared about the history of
Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and the associated shrines here. This book will
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document historical details and references besides high-quality photographs. This
commemorative book will be in the English language and will be sent to important
places in the country and abroad apart from being gifted to the prominent personalities
who visit the shrine to worship. He said that the SIRB has also decided to document
the 100-year history of SGPC. Earlier, the 50-year history of SGPC was published,
but as the Sikh body has completed its 100-year journey, it is, therefore, important
to convey important decisions, Panthic work, and achievements made during this
time to the people.

The SGPC President said that many important research works were done by
the SIRB in the past, including the research paper called 'Itihasak Patar' (historical
letter). “The previous issues of this research paper are very important, which will be
republished and after that, it will also be considered to continue its new series. Its
purpose is to attract Sikh researchers towards research on the subject of history”,
said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

He also said that research work will also be conducted on the basis of
contemporary newspapers about the Gurdwara Reform Movement, SGPC,
Shiromani Akali Dal, and the Ghadar movement. He said actions will also be taken
to establish an active forum for responding to anti-Sikh narratives on social media
and a three-member committee has been formed in this regard, which will prepare
the outline.

Apart from SGPC president, those present in the meeting included SIRB
member in-charge Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla, SIRB members Dr Balwant Singh
Dhillon, Dr Paramvir Singh, Dr Prabhjot Kaur, Harvinder Singh Khalsa, special
invitee Dr Kehar Singh, Dr Inderjit Singh Gogoani, SGPC secretary Pratap Singh,
OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretary Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, assistant
secretary Shahbaz Singh, in-charge Jogeshwar Singh, Bagicha Singh, scholars Dr
Ranjit Kaur and Armanyjit Singh. April 29

Government should immediately take decision in
case of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar : Reacting to the Supreme Court order in the case of Bhai Balwant
Singh Rajoana, imprisoned in jail for the last 28 years, the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President Harjinder Singh Dhami has said that now
it is the responsibility of the Centre government to commute the sentence and
announce release Bhai Rajoana. He said that the Supreme Court has directed the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs to take a decision in Bhai Rajoana's case; therefore,
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the government should take action. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Government
of India has already issued a notification regarding the commutation of Bhai Rajoana'’s
sentence on the occasion of the 550th birth anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji in
2019, in view of which the government should take an immediate decision. By
implementing this notification of 2019, the government should also decide to release
Bhai Rajoana, as he has served more than life imprisonment and was deprived of
parole during his imprisonment in jail.

SGPC President said that the Sikh leaders in the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
should also put pressure on the government regarding the case of Bhai Rajoana.
This is a testing time for the Sikh leaders in BJP, he said.

He said that the case of Bhai Rajoana is also time for Igbal Singh Lalpura,
Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities, to fulfill his responsibility.
“Since the responsibility of the National Commission for Minorities is to ensure that
the rights and interests of the minority communities are protected, therefore, Igbal
Singh Lalpura is answerable”, he said.

SGPC President said that human rights are being violated in the cases of Bandi
Singhs (Sikh prisoners), due to which there is a lot of resentment in the Sikh
community. May 3

Third birth centenary of Sardar Jassa Singh
Ramgaria celebrated with Panthic grandeur

Necessary for different Sikh factions & organizations to
unite on one platform: Giani Harpreet Singh

Life of ancient Sikh warriors guidance for future
generations: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Power of Panthic organizations is power of Sikhs in country
& world over: Sukhbir Singh Badal

Amritsar: During the centenary congregation organized by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) on the occasion of the 300th birth
anniversary of the 18th century Sikh General Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia, several
speakers emphasized the need for Panthic unity. The congregation was held at the
Gurdwara Sri Manji Sahib Diwan Hall, Amritsar, which was participated by a large
number of Sangat including prominent personalities of the Sikh community.
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Speaking during the congregation, Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani
Harpreet Singh said that Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was a great hero of the Sikh
community, who set an example of dedication to the Panth. He said that Sardar
Jassa Singh has an eminent place in Sikh history and his life is a source of inspiration
for the Panth even in the present. He said that today when the Sikh community is
facing big challenges, there is a need to take guidance from the pages of history.

Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh said that it is necessary for different Sikh factions
and organizations to unite on one platform. “Mutual differences and interests have
to be abandoned for the sake of Sikh existence, integrity, principles, Maryada (code
of conduct), and the progress of the community. If the community stays united,
differences and challenges cannot spoil anything”, said Giani Harpreet Singh. The
Jathedar termed the events organized by the SGPC on this occasion as important for
connecting the younger generation with Sikh heritage and history.

Addressing the centenary congregation, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that the Sikh community has always been the guardian of right and truth and
the life of ancient Sikh warriors is also a guide for the next generations. He said that
in the old times if there were differences of opinion among the Sikhs of Guru, they
used to resolve them with mutual cooperation and harmony. He said that even today
the Khalsa Panth needs to stick together as per the old traditions so that the challenges
faced by the community can be tackled with unity. SGPC President thanked the
dignitaries, representatives of Sikh organizations, and Sangat present during the
centenary congregation. He also congratulated the entire Khalsa Panth on the third
birth centenary of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. He expressed special thanks for
the support offered by the Ramgarhia community during the centenary events.

On this occasion, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) President Sukhbir Singh Badal
said that today many forces are engaged to divide the Sikh power, to counter them
strengthening the Panthic (community’s) organizations is the great need of the hour.
He said that the power of the Panthic organizations is the power of the Sikhs in the
country and the world over. If the institutions are strong, then the issues of Sikhs can
be solved easily, said Sukhbir Singh Badal. He said that while celebrating centenaries,
we get an opportunity to be inspired by the history of our community and elders and
these days prove to be a source of inspiration in the next stages of Sikh life. SAD
President specifically mentioned the Panthic works done during the SAD
government. It has always been the priority of Shiromani Akali Dal to establish
various memorials related to Sikh history and preserve Sikh heritage, said SAD
President. He appealed to the Sikh community to imbibe the virtues of Panthic welfare
from the life of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia so that the Sikh community will
always be in Chardi Kala (high spirit).
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Head granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh, Shiromani
Panth Akali Buddha Dal chief Jathedar Baba Balbir Singh, Taran Dal Harian Velan
chief Baba Nihal Singh, Padma Shri Baba Sewa Singh Khadur Sahib, and JAGO
Party chief Manjit Singh GK also addressed the congregation. Before this, hazuri
ragi jathas of Sri Harimandar Sahib performed Gurbani Kirtan and dhadi, kavishar
jathas (ballad and poetry groups) presented Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia's history
through ballads and poetry. Bhog (culmination) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib dedicated
to this centenary was held in the morning at Bunga Ramgarhia and the Bunga was
formally inaugurated after the necessary maintenance and renovation by the SGPC.
During the centenary event, multilingual booklets were also released by the SGPC’s
Dharma Prachar Committee on the life history of Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia.
On this occasion, various personalities were honored by the SGPC. A picture
exhibition organized at Bunga Ramgarhia was also a center of attraction for the
Sangat.

During the events, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh,
former head granthi of Sri Darbar Sahib Giani Jagtar Singh, chief spokesperson of
Damdami Taksal Baba Sukhdev Singh, senior Akali leader Hira Singh Gabaria,
SGPC junior vice president Avtar Singh Raya, general secretary Bhai Gurcharan
Singh Grewal, senior Members Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Paramjit Singh Khalsa,
Sher Singh Mandwala, Malkit Singh Galhal, Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, Bhai Ram
Singh, Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla, Bhai Manjit Singh Bhurakohna, Kewal Singh
Badal, Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa, Sarvan Singh Kular, Satpal Singh Talwandi Bhai,
Gurinder Singh Matharu, Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhyasi, Sukhwarsh Singh Pannu,
Karnail Singh Peer Mohammad, Bibi Joginder Kaur, Bibi Ranjit Kaur Delhi, Satnam
Singh Khiva, Sukhdev Singh Riyat, Dal Bidhi Chand Sursingh’s Baba Prem Singh,
and many key personalities were present. May 5

15 youths arrested in Harike case release with
SGPC efforts

Amritsar: A total of 15 youths who were arrested following the cases registered
against the Sangat sitting on protest on the Harike Bridge, were released with the
efforts of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC). Notably, these
people were arrested during the arrests of youths by Punjab police in March month.

The SGPC was asked to take action in this regard during the gathering of
Panthic (community’s) organizations held by Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani
Harpreet Singh on March 27, 2023. The youths released with the SGPC efforts
today reached Amritsar at the SGPC office to thank the SGPC President Harjinder
Singh Dhami, who were honoured with Siropaos (robe of honours).
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On this occasion, Harjinder Singh Dhami assured the youths that the Sikh
body SGPC is and will remain committed to helping and supporting against any
injustice done to the Sikhs. He said that the government should refrain from creating
an atmosphere of fear in Punjab and cancel the cases registered in the recent past
against youths in Punjab. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that a legal panel was formed
by the SGPC under the leadership of Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, while at
the same time, a committee was also formed by the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib
under the leadership of former Jathedar Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode. He said both the
committees worked jointly to pursue the cases of youths, as a result of which 15
youths arrested in the Harike Bridge case have been released.

On this occasion, former Jathedar Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode said that the Punjab
government should seriously reconsider the cases registered in the recent past against
every youth because time demands it. Meanwhile, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka
said that in the Harike Bridge case, the police had registered 2 separate cases, in
which 15 youths were arrested. He said that the cases were registered against youths
under Sections 307, 353, 186, 332, 341, 283, 431, 188, 148, 149, 120B, 427, 201
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 8B of the National Highway Act. He said that
out of 15 released youths, the case on 9 youths have been dismissed, while 6 have
come out on bail.

On this occasion, former Jathedar Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode, SGPC executive
member Paramjit Singh Khalsa, SGPC members Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka
and Baba Charanjit Singh Jassowal, SGPC secretaries Partap Singh and Balwinder

Singh Kahlwan, and Baba Satnam Singh Valian were present. May 5
SGPC forms sub-committee on issue of Gurdwara

Guru Dongmar Sahib, Sikkim

Amritsar: In view of the Sikkim High Court’s order regarding Gurdwara Guru
Dongmar Sahib, Sikkim, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
President Harjinder Singh Dhami has formed a sub-committee for further discussion
and necessary action.

Sharing information, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami said that on the issue of
Gurdwara Guru Dongmar Sahib, the SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami has
formed a sub-committee which includes SGPC General Secretary Bhai Gurcharan
Singh Grewal, SGPC members Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta and Advocate Bhagwant
Singh Sialka, historian Col (retired) Dr. Dalvinder Singh Grewal, while SGPC
assistant secretary Jaswinder Singh Jassi will be the coordinator.

Satbir Singh said that after the recent decision of the Sikkim High Court, this
SGPC sub-committee will soon visit Sikkim and review the present ground situation
to work out modalities for an amicable solution of this issue. May 6 [ |



maﬂﬂi&mﬁmmaﬂmﬁa’rﬁmmﬂwm mmm mwa‘lmnrfazfé%ﬁs'
W8 95 AR AT yUs et andt @t difte fitw des, e et afifes filw wiver, s melse A, i i,
A mmm R arﬁ‘eaﬂmm%n‘asrl (Ienn}aj

‘wmmm’wﬁﬂmgﬁtﬁﬁ%aﬂﬂiﬁ‘maa@ﬁéhamﬂwfﬁw, Fa39 A, T6iees ity arowe,
R. gwfees fitw awem, R, AAfees fitu 7, ruese R, ofites fie gt wert 3 331 (4 we)




Regd. with the Registrar of Newspapers of India at No. 88/57.

Postal Registration No. L-I/PB-ASR/0323/2021-23
License No. PB/R-002/2021-23 Valid upto 31-12-2023 Licensed to post without prepayment

Monthy CTURDWARA GAZETTE way 2023

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar.

ﬁ@%ﬁ%@“ﬁﬁﬁ“@”m%@ﬁm@
%W@@MWW*W@@W@@%%W%
Cl SRS SR e MR ) EORe) o RN CESele i ORIy LR el
) A i IS LT mwhm!ﬂwﬁ?}mwﬁ@
%&wﬂwmﬁww@%qﬁ&“n

Owner: Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar. Publisher & Printer : Manjit Singh. Printed at Golden Offset Press,
Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib, Sri Amritsar. Published from SGPC office, Teja Singh Samundn hall, Sri Amritsar. Editor: Manjit Singh.
Date: 15-05-2023




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140

