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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

16 February

17 February

18 February

21 February (a)

(b)

(©)

(d)
22 February
24 February
27 February

5 March
6 March
9 March
12 March

14 March (a)

(b)
15 March

(16™ February to 15" March)

The British Government announced to form a committee to draft

an Act for the managment of Gurdwara. (16-2-1921)
The Sikhs took over control of the Gurdwaras of Mukatsar.
(17-2-1923)

Bhai Lehna ji, Bhai Sangat Rai ji and Bhai Hanumant ji and
others embraced martyrdom in the Battle of Guler. (18-2-1696)
More than 150 Sikhs killed in open fire by Mohant Narainu and
his hired men at Gurdwara Sri Nankana Sahib. Bhai Lachhman
Singh ji Dharowali, Bhai Dalip Singh ji, Bhai Waryam Singh

etc. embraced martyrdom. (21-2-1921)
Government handed over the control of Gurdwara Sri Nankana
Sahib to Sikhs. (21-2-1921)

The police forces did firing on Shaheedi Jatha at Jaito and killed
more than 100 Sikhs and about 200 were injured. (21-2-1924)

Canadian Shaheedi Jatha offered arrest at Jaito. (21-2-1925)
Prakash Gurpurab Sri Guru Harrai ji. (Magh Sudi 13, 10 Faggan)

Birthday of Bhagat Ravidas Ji. (12 Faggan)
The British Government hanged six Babbar Akalis in Lahore

Jail. (27-2-1926)
Establishment of Khalsa College Sri Amritsar. (5-3-1892)

188 Sikh prisoners released from Jodhpur jail. (6-3-1989)
Lahore treaty were done between Sikh and English. (9-3-1846)
S. Udham Singh killed Michael O 'Dwayar at London. He was
former governor of the Punjab and an accused of Jallianwala

Bagh Massacre. (12-3-1940)
Start of Samvat Nanakshahi 556 (1 Chet)
Martyrdom of Akali Baba Phula Singh. (1 Chet)
Delhi conquered by S. Baghel Singh. (2 Chet)
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SGPC NEWS

SGPC probe panel holds Chief Minister responsible for
incident of firing at Gurdwara Sahib of Sultanpur Lodhi

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami makes probe

report public

Amritsar-The probe panel formed by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) has directly held the Chief Minister (CM) of Punjab Bhagwant
Mann responsible for the recent firing by the police and disrespect of Maryada
(conduct) at Gurdwara Sri Akal Bunga Sahib in Sultanpur Lodhi.

The SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami made the report of the probe panel
public at the SGPC office here today and said that CM Bhagwant Mann, who holds
the portfolio of the Home Department, is the main culprit in the entire case as per the
report.

On the occasion of publicizing the investigation report at the Shiromani
Committee office here today, Shiromani Committee President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami said that Chief Minister Mr. Bhagwant Mann, who is also in charge of
the Home Department, is the main culprit of the entire case according to the
investigation report.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that on November 23, 2023, the Jathedar of Sri
Akal Takht Sahib ordered the SGPC to submit a complete report on the incident of
Gurdwara Sri Akal Bunga Sahib at Sultanpur Lodhi, according to which a five-
member probe panel had submitted its report.

He said that the probe panel included SGPC junior vice-president Gurbakhsh
Singh Khalsa, members Surjit Singh Bhittewad, Kulwant Singh Mannan, Bibi Gurpreet
Kaur, Jarnail Singh Dogranwala and additional secretary (coordinator) Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal. During its probe, this panel has penned the statements of eyewitnesses,
heads of Nihang organizations, media persons, and attendants of Gurdwara Sahib. It
has been revealed from the statements that there was no need to fire at Gurdwara
Sahib and no warning was given before firing. The police fired only unilaterally,
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while there were no signs of excess or conflict inside the Gurdwara Sahib. Sri Akhand
Path Sahib was going on inside the Gurdwara Sahib, where it was disrupted by
firing, tear gas, and police entering the premises with shoes. There was no attempt to
resolve the conflict between the two factions amicably.

“The police action looked pre-planned before Prakash Gurpurb of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev. When there was no point of any kind of conflict from within the Gurdwara
Sahib, firing and use of tear gas shells were not justified in any way. It is clear from
the statements recorded by the probe panel and the video documents found that the
police fired more than a thousand bullets. In this regard, instead of taking action
against the accused policemen, cases were registered against the Nihang Singhs”,
said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

The SGPC President said that the investigation report makes it clear that the
government officials are working under the pressure of the Aam Aadmi Party-led
state government. Meanwhile, the Deputy Commissioner and SSP of Kapurthala did
not cooperate in the probe. These two officials were sent 23 questions in writing by
the probe panel, but they did not feel the need to answer as per the intention of the
government. He said that since this probe panel was formed by Sri Akal Takht Sahib,
the report was sent to the Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib for action. He appealed to
Jathedar to take appropriate action on this matter.

On this occasion SGPC members Bhai Manjit Singh Bhurakohna, Surjit Singh
Bhittewad, Mangwinder Singh Khaparkheri, Dharam Prachar Committee member
Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhiyasi, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, additional secretary
Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, assistant secretary Jaswinder Singh Jassi, Shahbaz Singh,
Harbhajan Singh Vakta, manager Bhagwant Singh Dhangera and other officials were
present. January 8

SGPC send legal notice to X (Twitter)

Action initiated in case of fake account of Sikh organisation
SGPC

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has sent a
legal notice to X (formerly Twitter), initiating action against the social media platform
over a fake/parody X account of the Sikh organisation. This legal notice has been
sent by Advocate Amanbir Singh Siali, the legal advisor of the organization as per
the decision of SGPC’s executive meeting held on November 20, 2023.
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Advocate Siali has stated in his notice that spreading and encouraging hate
propaganda against any religion or religious organization by social media platforms
like X under the policy of parody accounts is a violation of the Indian Penal Code,
Information Technology Act 2001 and Information Technology Rules 2021. He
said that this phenomenon is being done to hurt the religious feelings and faith of
Sikhs. With this hate campaign, mutual brotherhood is also being threatened in the
society, so it should be stopped immediately, otherwise the SGPC will not hesitate to
take legal action at all levels.

Giving information about this notice, SGPC secretary Partap Singh said that the
matter was raised to X social media platform when a fake/parody X account of
SGPC, the constitutional body of Sikhs, came to light, but in the written
communication, X refused to stop it. In a follow-up communication, X/Twitter
described the parody account as part of its policy, after which the executive meeting
presided over by SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami approved legal action.

The SGPC secretary said that on this fake/parody account, hate propaganda is
being spread against the Sikh organization SGPC and the Sikh community, which
cannot be tolerated. He said that tarnishing the image of the constitutional body of
Sikhs through this social media account is not appropriate in any way. He said that
the SGPC has written to the Union and State governments several times to take
action against such social media platforms, but this hate campaign continues
unabated. He also said that it is the duty of the governments to stop pre-planned hate
propaganda against any religion but no adequate steps are being taken to stop it. He
said that action should be taken against the people who spread conspiratorial
propaganda against the SGPC and Sikhs.

Notably, the official X/Twitter handle of SGPC is @SGPCAmritsar, while
mischievous people have created a fake/parody account @ SGPCAmritsar_ and are
continuously posting hateful posts against the organization and Sikh community.
The religious symbols included in the official logo of SGPC have also been tampered
with on this handle. January 11

X (Twitter) suspends fake/parody handle
operating in SGPC's name

Action taken after legal notice

Amritsar: Following a legal notice from the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
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Committee (SGPC), social media platform X (Twitter) has suspended a fake/parody
handle @SGPCAmritsar_ operating in the name of Sikh organization SGPC, said
SGPC assistant secretary and spokesperson Harjabhan Singh Vakta on Tuesday. He
said that through this parody account created in the name of SGPC, hatred was being
spread on X (Twitter) against the Sikh organization and the Sikh community. He
said that after the legal notice sent through SGPC Legal Advisor Advocate Amanbir
Singh Siali, an email was received yesterday from X regarding the suspension of this
fake/parody account.

The SGPC spokesman said that although the fake/parody account in the name
of SGPC has been suspended by X (Twitter), the action will continue to find out the
mischievous elements operating it. In this regard, according to the directives of SGPC
President Harjinder Singh Dhami, Legal Adviser Advocate Amanbir Singh Siali will
take further action. January 16

SGPC objects to J&K High Court's decision
regarding Sikh identity

A Sikh's name cannot be guessed without Singh or Kaur:

Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has strongly
objected to the decision given by the Jammu and Kashmir High Court that 'Singh' or
'Kaur' is not required after the name of a Sikh. SGPC President Advocate Harjinder
Singh Dhami has said that the Sikh identity is not subject to worldly courts, but it is
based on conduct blessed by the Sikh Gurus. Behind this is the glorious history,
principles and traditions of the Sikhs.

He said that the name of a Sikh cannot be guessed without Singh or Kaur, so
the comment of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court is directly against the Sikh
values and conduct of lifestyle.

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that although the decision of the
Jammu and Kashmir High Court is related to the Akhnoor District Gurdwara
Management Committee, it is in violation of the Sikh principles and traditions and
has also hurt the sentiments of Sikhs. The court does not have any right to make
such a comment on a matter related to the religious conduct of Sikhs and in such
cases suggestions and opinions must be taken from Sri Akal Takht Sahib and the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. If such arbitrary decisions are taken,
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the valuable values and fundamental principles of religions will not be able to survive.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the SGPC will take appropriate action after
conducting an examination through legal experts regarding the decision of the Jammu
and Kashmir High Court. January 17

Police firing at Gurdwara Sahib in Sultanpur
Lodhi:

SGPC calls General House meeting on February 1

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s and police action will be

made public at all levels: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has called
a special General House meeting on February 1 in view of the seriousness of the
incident of police firing and violation of Maryada (conduct) at Gurdwara Sri Akal
Bunga Sahib Chhauni Nihung Singhan at Sultanpur Lodhi. A decision in this regard
was taken during a special meeting of office-bearers of the SGPC executive presided
over by SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami at SGPC office today.

Giving information, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the
government of Punjab led by Chief Minister (CM) Bhagwant Mann has seriously
hurt the Sikh sentiments by firing at the Gurdwara Sahib in Sultanpur Lodhi, for
which he was directly accountable for being the state Home Minister (HM). He said
that the silence of the government and the administration on this matter raises
questions, while the investigation report conducted on the orders of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib has revealed that the police targeted the Gurdwara Sahib unnecessarily.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that attacks on Guru’s houses by the police at the
behest of the government cannot be tolerated. He said that Punjab CM and HM
Bhagwant Mann can never be acquitted of the responsibility of Sultanpur Lodhi
incident. The SGPC President said that the SGPC will not remain silent on this serious
issue and will publicize CM Bhagwant Mann’s and police action at all levels among
the Sangat. He said that he has discussed this with the SGPC executive office-bearers
today, according to which it has been decided to convene a General House at Amritsar
on February 1 at 12:00 noon. He said that the opinion of SGPC members will be
taken during this special meeting, while before that, the investigation report and
details of the evidence will be sent to all the members. He also informed that the
investigation report and all the evidence proving the allegations against the police
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will be conveyed to the village level through the preachers.

Meanwhile, Harjinder Singh Dhami strongly criticized the anti-Sikh policy being
followed by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in the release case of Prof Devinderpal Singh
Bhullar. He said that Arvind Kejriwal's government of Delhi earlier delayed the case
file of Prof Bhullar and now during the latest meeting of Sentence Review Board, it
has been rejected which proves that their agenda has never been positive towards
Sikh issues. He said that now Kejriwal's face has been completely exposed. Talking
about the anti-Sikh intention of the Punjab government, he said that the government
did not approve the prosecution of Dera Sirsa chief, a convicted rapist and murderer
Gurmeet Ram Rahim in sacrilege cases. He questioned the repeated parole to Gurmeet
Ram Rahim by the Haryana government.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that justice should not be one-sided, rather the
government should have an equal policy for the Sikh prisoners too.

The SGPC President also appealed to all the SGPC members, Panthic
organizations and Sangat to register maximum votes for SGPC elections, so that the
conspiracies of infiltrating into the Panthic organizations can be failed.

Present on this occasion included SGPC senior vice-president Harbhajan Singh
Masanan, junior vice-president Gurbaksh Singh Khalsa, general secretary Bhai
Rajinder Singh Mehta, executive members Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar, Khushwinder
Singh Bhatia, Raghbir Singh Saharanmajra, Amarjit Singh Bhaliapur, Advocate
Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Surjit Singh Tughalwal, Bhai Ajaib Singh Abhyasi, Bikram
Singh Kotla, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, Balwinder
Singh Kahlwan, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, Tejinder Singh Padda, Jaswinder Singh
Jassi, Shahbaz Singh, Gurnam Singh and others. January 24

Case should be registered against culprits including CM
in case of police attack on Sultanpur Lodhi Gurdwara

For being guilty of religious conduct, Bhagwant Mann
should immediately resign: Harjinder Singh Dhami

If government does not take action, SGPC will initiate legal proceedings

SGPC members unanimously passed a resolution against
action of Punjab government

Amritsar: In the special meeting of members of the Shiromani Gurdwara
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Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) held today, a resolution was passed in the case of
police entering Gurdwara Sri Akal Bunga Sahib Sultanpur Lodhi with shoes, firing,
throwing tear gas shells and violation of Maryada (conduct), and it was said that a
case should be registered under Section 295A IPC against all the accused persons
including Chief Minister (CM) of Punjab Bhagwant Mann and the CM should
immediately resign from his post as he is guilty of religious conduct.

In this meeting held in the presence of Guru Granth Sahib at Teja Singh Samari
Hall located in the SGPC office, several SGPC members in their addresses strongly
condemned the police attack on Gurudwara Akal Bunga Sahib of Sultanpur Lodhi
and asked for a strict action into this incident on the basis of the report of sub-
committee formed on the orders of Sri Akal Takht Sahib besides approving this
report also.

The SGPC members clearly said that CM Bhagwant Mann as the Home Minister
of the state is directly guilty of religious conduct, who should be criminally prosecuted
and also the culprits should be exposed at all levels in the court of Sangat (community).

Keeping in view the views raised during the meeting, the SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami, presented a resolution, which was unanimously approved.
The resolution said that Chief Minister/Home Minister of Punjab Bhagwant Mann
should immediately resign from his post as he is the main culprit of police firing and
violation of Maryada (conduct) in Gurdwara Sri Akal Bunga Sahib Sultan Lodhi. A
criminal case should be registered under Section 295A IPC against every accused
person of the Gurdwara Sahib incident in Sultanpur Lodhi including the CM. In the
passed resolution, it was also said that a delegation of the SGPC will meet the Governor
of Punjab to seek action against the CM Mann. The meeting decided that if the
government does not take action, the SGPC will take legal action and bring the
accused to book. Along with this, it was also decided to draw a next strategy against
the Bhagwant Mann government of Punjab by calling a large gathering of
representatives of various organizations and Sangat.

On this occasion, the Punjab government was also warned for patronaging
Dera Sirsa Sauda Sadh Gurmeet Ram Rahim, who is the main culprit of the incidents
of sacrilege of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and serving sentence in the cases of rapes and
murders. It was said that the government should stop attempts by Dera Sirsa to open
a Dera in Doaba area of Punjab. If the government adopts a negligent attitude, the
responsibility of the circumstances will be of the government. The assembly said in
strict terms that the Punjab government should not sympathize with Ram Rahim, the



Gurdwara Gazette 106 Faggan (February 2024)

accused of Bargari sacrilege and arrest him.

During the meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the SGPC
has a very clear policy against the culprits in any sacrilege case while some
mischievous people are raising unnecessary questions by linking the Sultanpur Lodhi
incident with the Bargari incident. He said that even in the Bargari case, during the
2021 general meeting of the SGPC, stern action has been demanded against the
accused persons by passing a resolution condemning the crimes. He said that no one
should be spared from any sacrilege incident. He said that by promising justice in
sacrilege cases and doing politics on the same, many parties have formed their
governments, but so far they have not been able to give any decisive results.

SGPC senior vice-president Harbhajan Singh Masana, junior vice-president
Gurbaksh Singh Khalsa, general secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, former
President Bhai Gobind Singh Longowal, members Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal,
Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Kulwant Singh
Mannan, Jarnail Singh Dogranwala, Bibi Gurpreet Kaur, Harpal Singh Jalla, Balwinder
Singh Bains and Secretary Pratap Singh also expressed their views in the meeting.

On this occasion, head granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib and Jathedar of Akal
Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Sultan
Singh and a large number of SGPC members were also present. February 1 ]

Readers pay attention
Gurdwara Gazette is a religious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it into trash. -Editor
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