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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ March to 15" April)

19 March Bhai Sohan Chand (brother of Bhai Mani Singh) got martyrdom
in Battle of Nadaun. (19-3-1690)
21 March Akali Dal passed a resolution of 'Sikh State’'. (21-3-1946)
22 March Third Shaheedi Jatha left Sri Akal Takht Sahib for Jaito.
(22-3-1924)
23 March S. Bhagat Singh hanged to death in Lahore Jail. = (23-3-1931)
24 March Indian Government's interference in Gurdwara Sahibs was

condemned in Akali Conference held at Sri Anandpur Sahib.
(24-3-1959)
25 March (a) Martyrdom day of Bhai Subeg Singh and Bhai Shahbaz Singh.
(25-03-1745)
(b) SGPC passed a resolution of 'Sikhs are a separate nation'.

(25-3-1981)
26 March Holla Mohalla (Chet Vadi 01)
27 March Fourth Shaheedi Jatha left Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Sri Anandpur
Sahib for Jaito. (27-3-1924)
29 March Akali Dal renamed as Shiromani Akali Dal. (29-3-1922)
30 March Foundation of Sikh fort Ram Rouni (Amritsar) laid by the Sikhs.
(30-3-1747)
31 March Chief Khalsa Diwan submitted a memorandum to the Viceroy
demanding for representative positions for the Sikhs in different
councils and services. (31-3-1911)
2 April Bhai Prithipal Singh died in Guru Ramdas Hospital. He was
brutly beaten by the police during Guru Ka Bagh Morcha
(agitation). (2-4-1924)
4 April (a) Sikhs visited Sri Nankana Sahib with black turbans and started
enrollment for Akali Dal. (4-4-1921)

(b) Twenty-four Sikhs got martyred in police firing in Malerkotla
during the peaceful protest 'Rasta Roko morcha' by Shiromani
Akali Dal. (4-4-1983)
5 April Sikhs decided to commemorate 21st february as martyrdom day
of the martyrs of Sri Nankana Sahib. (5-4-1921)
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6 April Punjab Government banned 'Punjabi Suba Zindabad' slogan in
Amritsar district. (6-4-1955)
7 April Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Har Rai ji. (Chet Vadi 01)
9 April (a) Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Amardas ji. (Chet Sudi 01)
(b) Birth Day of Sahibzada Baba Jujhar Singh ji. (27 Chet)
12 April Joti-Jot Diwas Sri Guru Angad Dev ji. (Chet Sudi 05)

13 April (a) Joti-Jot Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib ji. (Chet Sudi 05)
(b) Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji started digging of Sarover at Tarn Taran.

(13-4-1590)
(c) English government killed hundrends of innocents at Jallianwala
Bagh, Amritsar. (13-4-1919)
(d) Punjabi language became an official language at the secretariat
level in Punjab. (13-4-1968)
(e) Khalsa Sajna Diwas. (1 Vaisakh)
() Sikh Dastar Diwas. (1 Vaisakh)
14 April (a) Civil disobedience movement launched in Punjab.
(14-4-1930)
(b) Government banned visitor meeting to the Sikh prisoners of

Jodhpur (Rajasthan). (14-4-1986)

|
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Readers pay attention
Gurdwara Gazette is areligious magazine so all the readers
are requested to keep this magazine with utmost respect. Instead
of throwing it away after reading, please give it to another reader
or deposit it in a nearby library. But please do not disrespect

this religious magazine by putting it into trash. -Editor
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SGPC NEWS

Distortion with Takht Sri Hazur Sahib Act cannot
be tolerated: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Expresses strong objection in writing to Maharashtra Chief
Minister, appointment sought for SGPC delegation

Amritsar: Taking serious notice of Maharashtra government's action to reduce
the number of members of Sikh organisations in Takht Sri Hazur Sahib Nanded
Gurdwara Board, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that it is very sad and condemnable.

Expressing strong objection, the SGPC President has written a letter to the Chief
Minister (CM) of Maharashtra Shri Eknath Shinde and asked for an appointment to
an SGPC delegation for consideration on this issue from all aspects.

The SGPC President said that the arbitrary proposed amendment in ‘The Nanded
Sikh Gurdwara Sachkhand Sri Hazur Abchalnagar Sahib Act, 1956°, by the council
of ministers of Maharashtra Government is in a meeting on Monday, is a direct
interference in Sikh Gurdwara affairs, which cannot be tolerated by Sikh community.

He said that the representation to members of Sikh organisations in the Nanded
Gurdwara Board has a meaning to ensure functioning of Board in transparent and
religious manner in view of the sanctity of Takht Sahib at Nanded, associated Sikh
shrines and any distortion in the Act 1956 will damage this sentiment.

“Maharashtra government’s decision to increase the number of government
nominated members and reduce the members of Sikh organisations in Gurdwara
Board (at Nanded) is an act to take direct control of Sikh shrines. No advance
consultation has been done with Sikhs before proposing such an amendment”, said
Harjinder Singh Dhami.

SGPC President appealed to Maharashtra CM Shri Eknath Shinde to immediately
stop conspiracies to increase government influence in management and concerns of
Sikh shrines besides the distortion of The Nanded Sikh Gurdwara Sachkhand Sri
Hazur Abchalnagar Sahib Act, 1956. He said participation of representatives of Sikh
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organisations should be ensured in the Nanded Gurdwara Board as earlier.

He said that there is great resentment in the entire Sikh world against this decision
of Maharashtra government and the community members are contacting the SGPC
to express the same. The community members in Maharashtra are also expressing
strong objections regarding this decision. February 7

Maharashtra government's explanation regarding
Takht Sri Hazur Sahib Board is misleading:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

-Says, Maharashtra government should refrain from

making an arbitrary decision on Sikh world

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has termed the Maharashtra government's insistence on
increasing the number of members nominated by the government in the Takht Sri
Hazur Sahib management board as disregard for Sikh sentiments.

Harjinder Singh Dhami in his statement on Saturday said that it is not logical
for the government to say that only Sikh members will be nominated in the board.
He questioned the Maharashtra government that the members nominated by the
Sikh organizations, whose representation is being reduced from the board, were not
Sikhs?

The SGPC president said, “The government's explanation is only misleading,
while the truth is that the government wants to take the management of the Gurdwara
in its own hands.” He said that the governments should not interfere in Sikh affairs
like this, but should leave the issues of Sikhs to the community.

“By hurting the sentiments of the Sikh world, a hostile atmosphere is created in
the country, which is not in the nation’s interest. Yesterday (on Friday) at Takht Sri
Hazur Sahib, Nanded, a large number of Sikhs expressed their resentment and feelings
against the government's decision, which needs to be taken seriously. The Maharashtra
government should seriously consider this issue and take a decision according to
their opinion after holding a meeting with the representative Sikh organizations”,
said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

He added that Takht Sri Hazur Sahib is one of the revered Takhts of the Sikhs,
where no need is being felt to distort and break ‘The Nanded Sikh Gurdwara Takht
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Sri Hazur Abchalnagar Sahib Act, 1956’, for its management and service. This Act
was enacted after thinking from all the aspects and it should remain intact. The Act
included local Sikhs, representative Sikh organizations, Sikh members of Parliament
and appropriate representatives of the government.

The SGPC President said that the Maharashtra government should refrain from
making an arbitrary decision on the Sikh world. He said that the SGPC has already
written a letter to the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra
regarding this matter, on which the government should take immediate action to
withdraw the cabinet decision and give time to the SGPC delegation for a meeting.

February 10

Instead of forcibly stopping protesting farmers,
government should solve their problems:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Condemned Haryana government's forcible action of police
firing tear gas shells on farmers

Amritsar: The Haryana government's forcible action of police firing large number
of tear gas shells on the farmers protesting for their demands and suppressing them
by using force is against the democratic structure, about which the Centre government
should think seriously. Expressing this, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami said that agriculture
is the backbone of the country and the demands of farmers should not be ignored.
Condemning the use of police force to stop the farmers, he said that it is everyone's
right to demonstrate peacefully for their rightful demands in a democracy, so the
government should immediately solve the problems of the farmers and not complicate
the matter further by torturing them. He said that the farmers of the country have
been on the path of struggle with their demands for a long time but the governments
have remained ignorant. Farmers of India are known as the breadwinner not only of
the country but of the entire world and if these farmers are on the path of struggle
today, then it is time for the governments to think. The SGPC President said that the
government should focus on solving the farmers' issues instead of forcibly stopping
them from peaceful protest. He also strongly condemned the targeting of journalists
in the action taken by the Haryana Police. February 13



Gurdwara Gazette 81 Chet (March 2024)

Maharashtra government should conduct
elections as per original Gurdwara Act 1956, to
constitute board of Takht Sri Hazur Sahib:
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami said in a statement issued today that although the Maharashtra
government has decided to hold its cabinet decision proposing 2024 amendment in
the Nanded Gurdwara Act, 1956, but the government interference does not end with
this. In his X post, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said it is now being said
that a cabinet sub-committee will be formed to discuss the issue with all the concerned
‘persons’, to take an ‘appropriate’ decision. He questioned why the Government
wants to make even such an interference and what is the ground behind it, who is
desiring it?

The SGPC President said that before proceeding further, the Maharashtra
Government should ‘first repeal’ its earlier interference in the Nanded Gurdwara
Affairs which it did by way of Ordinance No. III of 2015, making provision to
amend '"The Nanded Sikh Gurdwara Sachkhand Sri Hazur Abchalnagar Sahib Act
1956', in the year 2015, to nominate the President of Nanded Gurdwara Board.

He said while the traditional democratic practice is that the President was elected
by the members of the Board in a transparent manner, from among the members
only. He said the Sikhs desire that an election should be conducted at the earliest as
per the provisions of the original Nanded Gurdwara Act 1956, so that the Board is
made functional democratically as per the sentiments of the community. February 15

SGPC President strongly condemns anti-Maryada

acts by police in Haryana Gurdwaras

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the violation of Maryada (conduct)
by the government nominated Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee
(HSGMC), at the historical Gurdwaras of Ambala, Sri Manji Sahib and Sri Panjokhara
Sahib.

He said that it has been brought to his notice by the Sikh Sangat of Haryana that
the police, who were called to stop the farmers struggling for their demands on the
Shambhu border, have been given stay in the Sarais (inns) of these Gurdwaras. He
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said complaints have been received from the Sangat that the police personnel have
consumed alcohol, tobacco etc. inside the Sarais, which have also been recovered
from the spot.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the apprehension of the SGPC and Sangat is
being proved right and the government is violating the sanctity by influencing the
nominated HSGMC and doing arbitrary things inside the Gurdwaras. He said that
when the HSGMC was being forcibly formed at the behest of the government by
breaking up the SGPC, then the Sikh community had protested in view of the
possibility of similar arbitrary actions. He said that the sentiments of the Sikh world
have been seriously hurt due to the government nominated HSGMC allowing the
entry of police inside the Gurdwaras and the use of alcohol and tobacco in the Sarais
by the police.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Sikh community has always been struggling
to make the Gurdwaras free from government interference and if the Gurdwara
Committees start violating norms, who will protect the Maryada. He has appealed to
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir Singh to take strict notice of these
incidents. February 15

In support of Bharat Bandh call by farmer unions,
SGPC to keep offices, educational institutions

close tomorrow

Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) has decided
to keep its offices and all educational institutions closed in support of the call of
Bharat Bandh tomorrow on February 16, by the Sanyukt Kisan Morcha and farmers’
unions of India.

SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that farmers are the backbone of
the country, the Sikh organization SGPC supports the struggle they are doing for
their existence. He said that the offices of the SGPC and educational institutions will
be kept closed on February 16 tomorrow under the call of Bharat Bandh by the
country's farmers' organizations. He said that this is not the matter of farmers alone
but is also the basis for defining the country's economy and the strong state of food
reserves.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the government should accept the demands of
the farmers of the country without delay so that the aspects associated with the farming
culture can be preserved and the farmers are happy. February 15
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US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti pays
obeisance at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib

Advocate Dhami honoured him, requests to start direct
flights to US from Sri Guru Ramdas Ji International

Airport, Amritsar

Amritsar- Ambassador of United States of America (USA) to India Eric Garcetti
today paid obeisance at Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib along with his wife Amy
Wakeland and a family member. During this time, Ambassador Garcetti visited Langar
Sri Guru Ramdas Ji while doing Parikarama (circumambulation) and performed Sewa
(voluntary service) with his own hands. Later, he went to Sachkhand Sri Harmandar
Sahib to pay obeisance, where he was given a garland of flowers and Patasha prasad
by the Hazuri Singhs. Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami honoured Ambassador Garcetti and his family members with
a golden model of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib, books and shawls at the
information center of Sri Darbar Sahib. Earlier, Harjinder Singh Dhami and
Ambassador Garcetti discussed various topics with each other during a meeting.

Talking to the Ambassador, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami asked him
to start direct flights from the USA to Sri Guru Ramdas Ji International Airport in
Amritsar. The Ambassador responded positively to this. About his visit, Ambassador
Garcetti wrote in the visitor book that, “There are a few places in the world that are
truly sacred — this Golden Temple is right there at the top of that list. You feel not
only the holiness of this place but how the generous service of the people define not
only the world as it is but as it can be. May the deep friendships between the United
States and Sikhism always bring peace to our world. With deep respect and
friendships.” SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that USA’s Ambassador
Eric Garcetti was honoured upon his arrival here. He said that Ambassador Garcetti
expressed that there is a large number of Sikhs living in his home state of California
with whom he has a good and old relationship. Harjinder Singh Dhami said
Ambassador Garcetti has been asked to make special efforts to start direct flights
from the USA to Amritsar’s Sri Guru Ramdas Ji International Airport. He said that
there is a large number of Sikh and Punjabi community members living in America,
who will get a lot of convenience with the start of direct flights to Amritsar and will
also avoid the expense and hassle of coming to Punjab from New Delhi.

On this occasion, SGPC assistant secretary Jaswinder Singh Jassi, Shahbaz
Singh, manager Satnam Singh Riar, Narinder Singh, information officer Amritpal
Singh, Randhir Singh, Jatinderpal Singh and others were present. February 26
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SGPC budget session on March 29: Harjinder
Singh Dhami

SGPC to start Judicial Academy at Bahadurgarh Patiala

SGPC executive express commitment to stand firmly with farmers’

protest and Sikhs detained in Dibrugarh Jail at Assam

Amritsar- The annual budget session of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) will be held on March 29. This decision was taken during the
SGPC executive committee (EC) meeting led by Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami
at the SGPC office here today. Speaking to the media after the meeting, SGPC
President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the budget for the next financial year
(2024-25) will be presented on March 29. In this regard, the general house budget
session will be held at 1:00 PM at Teja Singh Samari Hall located in the SGPC office.

He said that the SGPC has also decided to establish an academy to prepare Sikh
youths for the PCS Judiciary competitive exams. This academy will be started at
Jathedar Gurcharan Singh Tohra Institute of Advanced Studies in Sikhism,
Bahadurgarh, Patiala, in which the SGPC will provide facilities including
accommodation and food to the candidates and prepare them for the competitive
examination. The selection of the candidates in this academy will be done purely
based on merit. He said that earlier, SGPC’s 'Nishchai Civil Services Training Centre’
was already functioning for preparing the Sikh candidates for UPSC (IAS, IPS, IFS)
and PCS at Sri Guru Kalgidhar Niwas, Sector 28, Chandigarh.

Harjinder Singh Dhami, detailing other decisions of the EC, said that a YouTube
channel will be started for broadcasting Gurbani Kirtan from Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib, Talwandi Sabo. He also said that approval has also been given to a 3% dearness
allowance to the SGPC employees.

The SGPC President said that by passing a special resolution in the EC,
commitment has been expressed to stand with the farmers who are protesting for
their rightful demands. He said that the SGPC demands from the Centre Government
that they should stop the alienating behavior with the farmers and accept their
demands. The Punjab government should also give up the dual policy and support
the farmers.

He also strongly condemned the harassment of Sikh youths detained in Central
Jail Dibrugarh by the jail administration. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the EC has
taken strict notice and said that it is extremely unfortunate to violate the privacy
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rights of Sikh youths by installing cameras/recorders in their bathrooms inside the
jail. Sadly, these youths have been forced to go on a hunger strike against injustice,
but the Punjab government is not taking it seriously. He demanded that these youths
should be transferred to the Punjab jail and their human rights and privacy concerns
should be ensured.

The SGPC President also congratulated the newly appointed President of the
Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee S. Ramesh Singh and General
Secretary Bibi Satwant Kaur.

On this occasion, SGPC junior vice-president S. Gurbaksh Singh Khalsa, general
secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, EC members S. Mohan Singh Bangi, S. Raghbir
Singh Saharanmajra, S. Jasmer Singh Lachhru, S. Khushwinder Singh Bhatia, S.
Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar, Bibi Malkit Kaur Kamalpur, S. Amarjit Singh Bhaliapur,
Bibi Jaspal Kaur and S. Jaswant Singh Purain, SGPC secretary S. Partap Singh, OSD
S. Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretary S. Sukhminder Singh, S. Gurinder Singh
Mathrewal, S. Tejinder Singh Padda, assistant secretary S. Jaswinder Singh Jassi, S.
Shahbaz Singh, S. Balwinder Singh Khairabad, manager Sri Darbar Sahib S.
Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, executive engineer S. Jatinderpal Singh and others were
present. March 2

SGPC delegation led by Harjinder Singh Dhami
meets Governor Punjab

Issues including police attack on Sultanpur Lodhi
Gurdwara, hunger strike by Sikh youths in Dibrugarh and

release of Sikh prisoners raised

Chandigarh: A high-level delegation of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) today met the Governor of Punjab Shri Banwari Lal Purohit and
raised the issues of firing by the Punjab Police at Gurdwara Sahib in Sultanpur Lodhi,
hunger strike by the Sikh youths detained in Dibrugarh Jail and the release of Sikh
prisoners.

The delegation was led by SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, who was
accompanied by SGPC junior vice-president Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa, general
secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta and member Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka.
The delegation handed over three different memorandums to the Governor of Punjab
and asked him to take action regarding the matters.
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In a demand letter related to the incident of Sultanpur Lodhi, it has been said
that the government led by Punjab Chief Minister and Home Minister Shri Bhagwant
Mann has hurt the sentiments of Sikhs by violating the Maryada (conduct) at Gurdwara
Sri Akal Bunga Sahib Chhauni Nihung Singhan.

After the meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami while talking to the
media said that even after a long time, the silence of the Punjab government proves
that the police attack on the Gurdwara Sahib was a planned and police of several
districts was deputed there. He said that in June 1984, the Congress government had
hurt the sentiments of the Sikhs by attacking the shrines and now the Aam Aadmi
Party government is also following the same path.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Governor of Punjab has been requested to
intervene in this matter as the constitutional head of the state and seek accountability
from the state government. He said that the report of the inquiry committee formed
on the orders of Sri Akal Takht Sahib has also been handed over to the Governor
and he has been asked to take action based on the same. The SGPC President said
that we have full hope that Governor Punjab will take action on this serious matter.

Regarding the case of the Sikh youths of Punjab detained in Dibrugarh Jail,
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that it has come to light that the youths are being harassed
inside the jail and their privacy is also being violated. As a protest, the Sikh youths
and their families have been on a hunger strike for the last nearly 10 days, due to
which the health of some youths and family members is deteriorating. He said that
the Punjab government has completely failed to consider and resolve the issues of
Sikh youth. It has been demanded from the Governor that in this case of violation of
human rights, the Punjab Government should be instructed to immediately raise this
issue with the Union Ministry of Home Affairs and immediately shift the Sikh youth
detained in Dibrugarh Jail to a Punjab Jail.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that regarding the release of Sikh prisoners, the
Governor was requested to ensure full implementation of the notification issued by
the Centre Government in 2019 on the occasion of the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev. He said that according to the Centre government's notification,
the cases of Bhai Balwant Singh Rajoana's commutation of sentence from death to
life imprisonment and the release of Bhai Gurdeep Singh Khera and Prof Devinderpal
Singh Bhullar are yet to be resolved.

About the meeting with Governor Punjab, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that he
has spoken about a judicial inquiry in connection with the Sultanpur Lodhi incident
and has assured to seriously consider the rest of the cases. On this occasion, SGPC
assistant secretary Lakhbir Singh was also present. March 2 ]
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