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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS

(16™ April to 15™ May)
17 April (a) Sikhs captured Lahore and that brought ending to the Afghan

rule. (17-4-1765)
(b) 16th Shaheedi Jatha left Akal Takhat Sahib for Jaito.(17-4-1925)
20 April Birth Day of Bhagat Dhanna Ji.  (Vaisakh Sudi 1, 8 Vaisakh)

21 April (c) Birth of eminent Sikh Scholar Giani Ditt Singh.  (21-4-1853)
22 April (a) Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib ji. (Chet Sudi 14)
(b) Joti Jot Diwas Sri Guru Harkrishan Sahib ji. (Chet Sudi 14)
24 April (a) Shiromani Akali Dal decided to launch a peaceful agitation for
Punjabi Suba. (24-4-1955)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal launched agitation to stop Satluj-Yamuna
Link Canal. (24-4-1982)
25 April Treaty of Amritsar signed between East India Company (the
British) and Maharaja Ranjit Singh. (25-4-1809)
27 April Special Jatha of 101 Sikhs left for Jaito da Morcha.(27-4-1925)
29 April (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib ji.
(Vaisakh Vadi 5)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal announced to launch an agitation for the
return of Chandigarh to Punjab. (29-4-1968)
30 April (a) Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Arjan Dev Sahib ji. (Vaisakh Vadi 7)
(b) General Hari Singh Nalua martyred at Jamraud.  (30-4-1837)
3 May Shaheedi Jor Mela Sri Mukatsar Sahib. (21 Vaisakh)
5 May (a) Birth Day of S. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. (5 May, 1723)
(b) Indian regime disbanded the Sikh States and formed a province
within India under the name "Patiala and East Punjab State Union

(PEPSU). (5-5-1948)
6 May Delhi Police did firing at Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib. (6-5-1930)
9 May Parkash Gurpurab Sri Guru Angad Dev Sahib ji.

(Vaisakh Sudi 1)

10 May (a) The 6th martyrdom group (Shaheedi Jatha) of Singhs from
Ferozepur reached to Amritsar on May 9 and left for Jaiton from
Sri Akal Takhat Sahib on May 10. (10-05-1924)
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(b)

©)

Master Tara Singh took a group (Jatha) of 100 Singhs from Sri
Akal Takht Sahib to protest against the killings of Sikhs and
Pathans at Peshawar. (10-5-1930)
Shiromani Akali Dal organized a protest against the unannounced
ban on the slogan "Punjabi Suba Zindabad" (Long Live Punjab

State). (10-5-1955)

11 May Shiromani Akali Dal passed "Sikhs are a separate Nation"
resolution. (11-5-1981)

12 May Sirhind Fateh Diwas by Baba Banda Singh Bahadur.
(12 May, 1710)
15 May Maharani Jind Kaur (Rani Jindan) was first taken from the fort of
Sheikhupure to Banaras and then detained in the fort of Chunar
(Mirzapur) and her pension was reduced from 48,000 rupees to
12,000 rupees per annum. (15-5-1848)
|
(e N

Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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SGPC NEWS

‘Shaheedi Gallery’ in memory of martyrs of June
'84 Ghallughara inaugurated

Shaheedi Gallery will be a source of inspiration for future
generations: Giani Raghbir Singh

Sikh community can never forget wounds given by

government in 1984: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The ‘Shaheedi Gallery’ (martyrdom gallery) developed in memory
of Sikhs martyred during the military attack on Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and
Sri Akal Takht Sahib, the Central Sikh shrines, by the then Congress Government of
India was inaugurated and opened for the Sangat after Ardas (Sikh prayer) today.

This Shaheedi Gallery has been dedicated to Shaheed Bhai Amrik Singh President
of All India Sikh Student Federation, Shaheed Bhai Shabeg Singh, and Shaheed
Baba Thara Singh.

The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) assigned the Sewa
(voluntary service) of this task to Baba Harnam Singh Khalsa, head of Damdami
Taksal. In this martyrdom gallery, a model of the damaged building of Sri Akal
Takht Sahib in June 1984 Ghallughara (holocaust), and photos of martyred Sikhs
and Sikh women have been installed. Along with this, a special arrangement has
also been made to show a documentary describing the history of the holocaust in
digital form.

On the occasion of presenting the Shaheedi Gallery to Sangat, head granthi of
Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib and Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani Raghbir
Singh, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib
Giani Sultan Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri Damdama Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh,
head of Damdami Taksal Baba Harnam Singh Khalsa and other prominent

personalities of the Panth were present.
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Speaking on this occasion, Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh said that this martyrdom
gallery is an everlasting memorial of those martyrs who were martyred during the
1984 Ghallughara. He said that this memorial will give information to the future
generation about the massacre that happened during this Ghallughara and also about
the martyred Sikh men and women. Giani Raghbir Singh said that this martyrdom
gallery will be a source of inspiration for the coming generations and the Sangat will
gain the community’s spirit from here. He appealed to the Sangat that while visiting
the Sri Harmandar Sahib, they must also visit this martyrdom gallery near Gurdwara
Jhanda-Bunga Sahib inside the complex.

Meanwhile, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the governments
of the time before independence attacked Sikh shrines several times. In independent
India, the Congress government of the time attacked Sri Akal Takht Sahib and
martyred many Sikhs. He said that the Sikh community can never forget these wounds
given by the government. This martyrdom gallery developed at Sri Darbar Sahib
complex in memory of the martyrs will always remind the Sangat of those martyrs.
The SGPC President said that even today the governments are trying to weaken the
principle of Sri Akal Takht Sahib in a hidden manner, for which the community
needs to unite.

On this occasion, Baba Harnam Singh Khalsa, head of Damdami Taksal,
thanked the dignitaries who arrived at the event and also thanked the people who
supported the Sewa of Shaheedi Gallery. He said that the Sewa of this community’s
task was entrusted by the SGPC to Damdami Taksal, which has been completed the
same with the support of the Sangat. He said that the photos of Saint Jarnail Singh
Khalsa Bhindranwala and his companions, as well as innocent Sikh men and women,
who gave martyrdom for the protection of religion during the Ghallughar, have
been installed in the Shaheedi Gallery. Meanwhile, in gratitude for the completion of
Kar Sewa, the bhog (concluding ceremony) of Sri Akhand Path Sahib was held at
Gurdwara Shaheed Baba Gurbaksh Singh Ji.

On this occasion, Bhai Malkit Singh head granthi of Sri Akal Takht Sahib,
SGPC junior vice president Gurbakhsh Singh Khalsa, general secretary Bhai Rajinder
Singh Mehta, members Bhai Manjit Singh Bhurakohna, Bhai Amarjit Singh Chawla,
Bhai Gurcharan Singh Grewal, Advocate Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Bhai Ajaib Singh
Abhyasi, prominent Sikh preacher Bhai Pinderpal Singh, Bhai Ishar Singh son of
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwalia, Bibi Satwant Kaur daughter of Shaheed Bhai Amrik
Singh, Bhai Beant Singh brother of Shaheed General Subeg Singh, Baba Dharam
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Singh USA, Dr Inderjit Singh Gogoani, SGPC secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir
Singh, manager of Sri Darbar Sahib Bhagwant Singh Dhangera, Baba Sukhdev Singh
chief spokesman of Damdami Taksal, Bhai Lakhwinder Singh USA, Bhai Deep Singh,
Bhai Jaspal Singh, Bhai Charandeep Singh, Baba Jagir Singh, Baba Jiva Singh, Bhai
Sahib Singh, Bhai Gurcharan Singh, additional manager Jaspal Singh Dhade, Nishan

Singh Jafarwal, Bikramjit Singh Jhangi, Ajit Singh, Sarabjit Singh Ghuman were
present. March 9

Punjab government should arrest Dera Sirsa
head, Honeypreet in Bargari sacrilege case —
Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar: Reacting to the revelations made by accused Pardeep Kaler, who was
recently arrested in the case of sacrilege of Sri Guru Granth Sahib at Bargari in 2015,
in the Chandigarh court, the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
President Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami asked the Punjab government to arrest
Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet Ram Rahim after taking him on production through the
court and also immediately arrest his follower Honeypreet.

In a statement issued from the SGPC office on Saturday, Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that with the statements recorded in the court by the accused Pradeep Kaler,
who was arrested in the Bargari sacrilege case, it is clear that Dera Sirsa head was
behind this entire anti-Sikh crime. He said that from time to time the governments of
the state have only played politics instead of giving justice to the Sikhs on this serious
matter.

Harjinder Singh Dhami asked the Punjab government that now when the names
of Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet Ram Rahim and his follower Honeypreet have clearly
come out from the statements of accused Pardeep Kaler, the government should
immediately arrest both of them and bring them to Punjab and proceed with the
investigation to give justice to the Sikhs.

The SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami also asked the Punjab government
that since the arrested accused Pradeep Kaler was the leader of the political wing of
Dera Sirsa, he should also be investigated in connection with the Maur bomb blast
case of 2017, in which seven innocent people including 5 children had lost their
lives. He said that in this case also, many important pieces of evidence regarding the
involvement of Dera Sirsa have already come to light. March 16
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SGPC passes budget of Rs 1260.97 crore for
2024-25

Special amount earmarked for religious preaching,
education and Panthic works: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Amritsar- During today’s general house budget session of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), a budget of about Rs 1260.97 crore was
passed for the year 2024-25. In this session held in the presence of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib at the Teja Singh Samari Hall in the SGPC office, SGPC general secretary Bhai
Rajinder Singh Mehta presented the budget, which was approved by the members

amid the resonance of Sikh victory slogans.

The budget session was attended by Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib Giani
Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Giani Sultan Singh, Jathedar of
Takht Sri Damdama Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh, SGPC President Harjinder Singh
Dhami and the SGPC members. While presenting the budget, General Secretary
Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta shared the details of the income and expenditure for
various departments and institutions of the SGPC and presented the data about the
amount secured for the works to be done on a priority basis in the future.

Sharing information with the media after the budget session, SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami termed the budget presented by General Secretary Bhai
Rajinder Singh Mehta as balanced. He said that this year’s budget has recorded an
increase of 14% compared to the previous year.

The SGPC President said that especially during this financial year priority will
be given to religious preaching, education, and Panthic works. He said that this time
the budget of Dharam Prachar Committee is Rs 100 crore. Giving the details of the
amount reserved for the works to be done through the Dharam Prachar Committee,
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that Rs 3 crore is specially reserved for marking the
coming centenary of the 450th Joti Jot Diwas of Sri Guru Amardas in September. He
said Rs 2 crore is kept for preparing Sikh youths for administrative services, Rs 2
crore for free education for Amritdhari girls, Rs 2.50 for fees of Amritdhari students,
Rs 1.80 crore for Amrit Sanchar events, Rs 4.45 crore for religious literature, libraries,
Sikh martial art education, historical memorial projects and showing religious films
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through video vans to Sangat, Rs 1.15 crore for intensifying religious preaching
campaign, Rs 1.60 for connecting children with Gurmat (teachings of Sikh Gurus)
through religious examination, and Rs 9 crore for Sikh missions outside Punjab.
Similarly, a special provision has been made in the budget for other functions of the
Dharam Prachar Committee.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that this time the budget of Gurdwaras is Rs 994.51
crore. Similarly, the budget of educational institutions is Rs 251 crore, and the budget
of printing presses is Rs 7.94 crore. He specifically mentioned that in this year's
budget, a special arrangement has been made for the outstanding salaries of the staff
of educational institutions. He said that a special arrangement is made for the payment
of all outstanding salaries till 31 March 2024. A special amount of Rs 10 crore has
been reserved for the Education Fund from the General Board Fund for this purpose.

He said that although the income of the General Board Fund, Trust Fund,
Education Fund, Sports Fund, etc. is low, dasvandh (10%) and necessary funds are
taken from the Gurdwaras for these heads as the work done through all these funds
is very important. He said that this time a special amount has been kept for Panthic
works through these funds, including Rs 60 lakh for pursuing legal cases of Bandi
Singhs (Sikh prisoners), Rs 40 lakh for monthly honorarium to Bandi Singhs, Rs 40
lakh for Dharami Faujis, Rs 60 lakh for Sikligar and Vanjara Sikhs, Rs 50 lakh for
poor students, Rs 1.48 crore for natural calamities and Rs 3.60 crore for sports.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that a special amount has also been set aside for
research works through the Sikh Itihas Research Board. Apart from this, Rs 1.05
crore is kept for Baba Budha Charitable Hospital Bir Sahib. He also specifically
mentioned that Rs 8 crore is aside for the Miri Piri Medical College established by
the SGPC at Shahbad Markanda in Haryana. He said that although there were many
difficulties faced in starting this medical college, it is hoped that it will be able to
function properly from next year. He said that necessary machinery and other
expenses are being arranged in this regard.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the budget of SGPC and its related institutions
depends on the money and dasvandh offered by the Sangat as a whole. He said that
within very limited resources, the Sikh body does work in the fields of religious
preaching, education, health services, humanitarian work, and Panthic welfare. The
SGPC is also playing a leading role in the works that fall in the purview of the
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governments. He clarified that the SGPC budget is less than 1% compared to that of
the Punjab government, while some people deliberately create a narrative that the
Sikh body’s budget is more than the Punjab government. He expressed commitment
that the Sikh organisation will maintain its progress on community issues along with
the promotion and preaching of the Sikh faith with the support of Sangat and will be
two steps ahead in the work done for the advancement of the community.

During the budget session, SGPC executive members Gurpreet Singh Jhabbar,
members Baba Gurpreet Singh Randhawa, Balwinder Singh Bains, and Sukhharpreet
Singh Rode also addressed the gathering. Proceedings of the sessions were carried
on by SGPC secretary Partap Singh. Giani Sultan Singh offered Ardas (Sikh prayer)
while Giani Raghbir Singh recited the holy hukamnama March 29

SGPC releases stipend of Rs 1.43 crore to
Amritdhari children

Amritsar: For the year 2023-24, a stipend amount of Rs 1.43 crore was released
to the Amritdhari students studying in the educational institutions of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC). Today at the SGPC office, SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami handed over the cheques of this stipend amount to the
representatives of the educational institutions.

On this occasion, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that special efforts are being
made by the SGPC for the promotion and preaching of Sikhi, under which a stipend
scheme is being run for Amritdhari students. He said under this scheme every year
the Amritdhari students are given stipends for their fees. This year an amount of
about Rs 1.43 crore has been released to 2791 Amritdhari students.

He said that apart from this, stipends of lakhs of rupees are given especially
through religious examination by Dharam Prachar Committee. He appealed to the
Sangat to connect their children with Bani and Baana (Gurbani and traditional Sikh
attire) so that the maximum number of youth can benefit from these schemes.

On this occasion, Dharam Prachar Committee member Bhai Ajaib Singh
Abhyasi, SGPC members Avtar Singh Raya, Harpal Singh Jalla, Surjit Singh
Tugalwala, Ajmer Singh Khera, Jarnail Singh Kartarpur, secretary Partap Singh, OSD
Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretary Sukhminder Singh, Balwinder Singh
Kahlwan, assistant secretary Prof Sukhdev Singh, Shahbaz Singh, assistant director
education (schools) Bibi Satwant Kaur, principal Dr Kulwinder Singh, superintendent
Nishan Singh were present. March 29
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SGPC President takes notice of forcing Sikh
candidates to remove Karra in JEE Mains exam

Letter to the Chairman of the National Testing Agency; The

SGPC sent a team for investigation

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has taken strict notice and ordered an investigation in the
case of Sikh students being forced to take of Karra (iron bracelet) and of putting tape
on the same, during the JEE Mains examination conducted by the National Testing
Agency (NTA) at SAS Nagar (Mohali) on April 6. Along with the investigation in
this regard, Harjinder Singh Dhami has also directed to write a letter to the Chairman
of NTA, to express strong objection to this discrimination against the Sikh candidates.

Sharing information in this regard, SGPC secretary Partap Singh said that a
Sikh candidate has brought to the notice of the organization that he went to appear in
the JEE Mains examination conducted by NTA at a private center in Mohali on April
6. He said that as per the Sikh candidate, the staff of the examination center asked
him to forcibly remove his Karra, which is not acceptable and is a violation of the
country's constitution. He said that when the Sikh candidate opposed this forcible
action, he was allowed to sit in the paper only after a packaging tape was placed on
his wrist to cover Karra.

Partap Singh said that the discrimination done by the examination centers against
the Sikh candidates is hurting their mentality. He said that before the paper, the
behavior of the center staff of the concerned agencies with the Sikh candidates affects
their mentality, which also affects their performance in the examination. He said that
Karra is one of the five Kakaars (symbols of faith) of Sikhs and it is an important part
of Sikh identity, fundamental rights, which cannot be separated from the body of a
Sikh.

Partap Singh said that as per the order of SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami,
Lakhbir Singh assistant secretary at SGPC’s Chandigarh sub-office, preacher Rajpal
Singh and journalist of SGPC’s IT Department Jaskaran Singh have been tasked to
conduct an investigation in this matter. He said that strong objection regarding this
incident will also be raised with the NTA and further action will be taken as per the
report received. April 8 m
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