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DAYS COMMEMORATING HISTORICAL EVENTS
(16™ May to 15™ June)

16 May (a) Chota Ghallughara Day (Kahnuwal, Gurdaspur) (3 Jeth)
(b) Shiromani Akali Dal passed a resolution that only Amritdhari
Sikhs should be given job in Gurdwaras. (16-5-1939)
18 May Birth day of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. (5 Jeth)
22 May Shaheedi Saka Paunta Sahib. (22-5-1964)
23 May (a) Sahibzada Ajit Signh led Sikh army to punish Ranghers of village
Nuh (Keso Ram, leader of Ranghers) (23-5-1699)
(b) Kamagata Maru ship with Sikh passengers reached Vancouver
(Canada). (23-5-1914)
26 May Publication of Sikh papers, 'Akali' and 'Parbhat’, stopped by
government. All the empolyees arrested and sent to jail.
(26-5-1960)
31 May Gureayi Diwas Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib.(Jeth Vadi 8, 18 Jeth)
1 June (a) Maharaja Ranjit Singh got Koh-i-Noor diamond.  (1-6-1813)
(b) Seventh Shaheedi Jatha left Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib,
Sri Anandpur Sahib for Jaito. (1-6-1924)
(c) Hindi and Punjabi made medium of instruction in the schools of
Punjab. (1-6-1948)
(d) Indian forces fired at Sri Harimander Sahib and killed 11 Sikhs.
(1-6-1984)
2 June (Maharaja) Ranjit Singh captured Multan (2-6-1818)
3 June Indian army occupied the whole of the Sikh Homeland. Curfew
imposed and undeclared Martial law promulgated. (3-6-1984)
4 June (a) Ghallughara Day Sri Akal Takht Sahib. (4-6-1984)

(b) Indian forces invaded Sachkhand Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri
Darbar Sahib, Sri Amritsar and more than 36 other shrines.
Thousands of Sikhs killed. All the Akali leaders arrested.
(4-6-1984)
(c) U.S.Congressmen condemned Indian atrocities on the Sikhs.
(4-6-1987)
5 June Indian army's attack and killing of the Sikhs continued. Several
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6 June

10 June

11 June

12 June

13 June

14 June

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)
(b)

()

(a)

(b)
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Sikhs killed with their hands tied on their backs. Bomb thrown
on the Sikh pilgrims after their arrest. (5-6-1984)
Indian forces occupied the Sikh shrines, archives, libraries, muse-
ums.Most of them were, later, set ablaze. (6-6-1984)
Several thousands Sikhs marched towards Amritsar to stop
sacrilege. Hundreds of Sikh marchers were shot dead. Several
thousand Sikhs, including women and small children were

arrested. (6-6-1984)
Martyrdom Day of Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale
and Bhai Amrik Singh Ji. (6-6-1984)

Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji. (28 Jeth, Jeth Sudi 4)
8th Shaheedi Jatha (Group of martyrs) left Akal Takhat Sahib
forJaito. (10-6-1924)
The Sikhs took out huge procession at London, New York and
inthe Capitals of all the major countries throughout the world to
protest against attack on Sri Harimander Sahib.  (10-6-1984)
The Sikh soldiers left army barracks at Ramgarh to protest against
the attack on Sri Harimander Sahib, Sri Darbar Sahib, under
'Operation Blue Star' and began march to Amritsar. (11-6-1984)
The Sikh procession at Delhi fired at by police. Harbans Singh
and three others were killed and several were injured (some of
them died later). (12-6-1960)
"Khalsa Akhbar" launched by Professor Gurmukh Singh and
Giani Jhanda Singh. (12-6-1886)
Master Tara Singh became the president of Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. (13-6-1936)
Dr. Ganda Singh returned Padam Sri Award to Govt. of India

as a protest against invasion of Sri Darbar Sahib by the Indian
army. (14-6-1984)
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Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib in Malwa's
Bathinda District

-Dr.Kirandeep Kaur &

-Dr.Taranvir Singh Benipal

This paper delves the travels of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib in the Malwa
region's Bathinda district. This paper records the visited places such as villages,
towns, wells and ponds. Moreover, the devoted Sikhs of Guru Sahib in this paper
have been listed. However the main focus in this paper is to illustrate the importance
of places and the events. Certain historical facts are related with this region such as
Guru Nanak Deyv Ji's peregrinations covered this ancient land. Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji sojourned through this area. Sri Guru Angad Dev Ji took parkash (birth) at Sarai
Naga, which lies in the Malwa region. Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji visited Bhai Ki
Daroli and founded new village Mehraj. Sri Guru Har Rai Ji and Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji travelled extensively through this area. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
travelled and stayed in the Malwa region for a long time. He prophesied this region
with greenery and ample water resource which the people didn't even imagine due
to the sand lands but today those things are prevailing in this region.

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went on long journeys to instruct the sangats in
different parts of the country and proclaim far and wide the message of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib fairly did extensive journey through
Majha, Malwa and Bangar regions. He reached Malwa, visited Zira, Moga and Darauli
and then sojourned in the Lakkhi Jungle, a desolate tract comprising mainly present
day district of Bathinda.! Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went up to Dhamdhan, from
where he returned to Kiratpur. The places visited by Guru Sahib have been developed
as important historical Gurdwaras now-a-day. I have listed Gurdwara Sahib in this
district related to Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji and Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib:-

Gurdwara Manji Sahib Gurusar Patshahi Nauvin and Dasvin is located at
Talwandi Sabo. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib stayed here for nine days. Saroop Das
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Bhalla mentions visit and short stay of ninth Guru Sahib in Talwandi Sabo.? Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib sat on this raised platform known as Manji Sahib. Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib gave name to Damdama as Guru Ki Kashi.?

According to tradition Guru Sahib was received by sangat of the area, they
discussed the drought problem in this area. Guru Sahib told the people of this area
that this is a place where Markanda Rishi meditated for long period. Guru Sahib
gave word to the people; by performing kar sewa of the sarowar will bring showers
of rain. Firstly Guru Sahib brought the sand from the sarowar with His robe.* Guru
Sahib sat under the ber tree situated near the site of sarowar. The sarowar was dug up
swiftly by sangat. Guru Sahib from this place went towards Kot Dharmu, Varhe,
etc.’

Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji reached this place after the battle of Muktsar Sahib.
This area was under the attack of famine. Sangat of this area accompanied by Bhai
Dal Singh requested Guru Sahib to save this area from the famine attack. Guru Sahib
replied that the sarowar which was dug during Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib's visit
has not been taken care properly, how you can expect rain showers. Guru Sahib
started kar sewa with digging five shields of sand out from this sarowar. Guru Sahib
sat under the same ber tree on the banks of this sarowar. Guru Sahib poured vessel
full of Amrit into this sarowar.

Gurdwara Tahla Sahib Patshahi Nauvin and Dasvin, place is sacred to Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib and Sri Guru Gobind Singh. This village came to be known as
Tahla Sahib because of the Albergia sissoo tree related to Guru Sahib's visit. Sakhi
pothi states that Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji came to this place, karsewa of sarowar
was initiated by Guru Sahib with sangat of Maur. There was an event organised in
which sangat from different places paid visit to Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib stayed here
for one month ten days.® Sakhi pothi and Vaisakha Singh states that Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji came to this place and the Desu Chahal follower of sultania was cursed
here, his wife broke the arrow given to him by Guru Sahib. He has again turned to
Sultania again; due to this his clan will not grow. Maur sangat begged pardon from
Guru Sahib for the wrongness done by chahal. He died of wound rot as curse given,
because he did not come to Guru Sahib for pardon. But Guru Sahib blessed the
Chahal clan other than Desu.’

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came and sat under Ber Tree. A copse of tahli
trees and a pool of water where Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji often came from
Talwandi Sabo while out for his afternoon ride. But today the tree has been cut down
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only Manji Sahib remains. The wood of the same Tahla Sahib tree has been used to
panel the doors.® Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji visited the place once from Talwandi
Sabo during the chase. The memorials raised in honour of the Guru Sahib came to
be known as Gurdwara Tahla Sahib. Earlier there was no habitation on this place,
now the village has grown with gram panchayat, Tahla Sahib. The square domed
room in the middle of the brick paved walled compound of the Gurdwara Sahib is
called Manji Sahib in which few old weapons are on display on the raised platform.
The Gurdwara Sahib has management committee of the local sangat. There are two
views of historians first one states that Guru Sahib visited this place from Maur
Mandi whereas second states that Guru Sahib came from Talwandi Sabo. There was
a pond near this place which was dug deep by Guru Sahib with sangat so that more
water is collected in it for people and livestock. Bhai Kahn Singh states that Guru
Sahib came here from Sabo Ki Talwandi and sat under the tahli tree (Albergia sisso). °

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came to Tahla Sahib from Maur kalan. According
to tradition Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came here with sangat (devotees) from
Maur kalan dug up the pond deep with sangat. After performing the sewa Guru
Sahib took bath and then sangat was given bath. When Guru Sahib sat on the manji,
mai (elder Lady) from Maisar khana came to this place and served milk to Guru
Sahib. Guru Sahib blessed the mai with five sons; those five sons will find five new
villages respectively. All five Khanne today are on the names of five sons of mai.
This area was blessed with abundance of milk. Guru Sahib did Gurbani vichaar and
motivated towards Kirat. There was a huge tree it was cut down the wood was used
to make four pawe (wooden poles) and chagath at Manji Sahib asthaan. The Tahla is
said to be grow from the piece of tahli stick used by Guru Sahib to clean teeth. The
piece planted by Guru Sahib turned to huge Tahla tree. There is another belief in
people that the ber tree and well are from the time of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
Visit. Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji came here from Damdama Sahib and rested
underneath Tahla tree. Horses were also fed water here.

Gurdwara Shri Darbar Sahib Patshahi Nauvin, is located in village Maur Kalan.
Maur Kalan is also called as Vadde Maur. This town was established by Mann clan
Jatt named Maur. The people of this village have faith in Sikhism, were follow ers of
Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur had followers from this town
named Nathu, Lalla, Raghu, Mirja and Assa.'° This area is known to be the area of
jungle during Guru Sahib's visit. People at night did not come out of their houses as
scared of ghosts, etc. To overcome this illusion of people Guru Sahib stayed in the
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open sat under the Jand tree to make the people fearless of the vampire/ghost. Gurdwara
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, Darbar Sahib is situated on this place in the
remembrance of Guru Sahib.

Sri Gur Kryo Kooch Nij Dera. Nikat Damdame Maur Vadera.

Jannd Kharo Iss Meh Jou Bhara. Kand Pattar Jutt Leh Bistara.

Baseh Pisach Issi Main Kab Ko. Gram Bikkhe Dinnas Bhae Sabh Ko.

Chaldal Lagyo Jand Tis Manhe. Satgur Baak Nefal Kem Jahi. '

This village is also called Dhilvari Maur to distinguish it from Maur Kalari in
Bathinda district.'? In a jhiri (thicket) about 2 km northeast of Maur, there used to be
a pond, called Dulami ki Dhab, where, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib used to come
often for his afternoon ride from Dhilvari. Gurdwara Sahib was established later
near this pond which came to be called Gurdwara Dulamsar Sahib.

According to tradition Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji came here from Bhikhi,
Khyala. Guru Sahib stayed for forty days in this dense forest during that time. It is
said that there used to be a demon on the huge Jand tree at this place. The demon
was sent to Bathinda by Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib eliminated the trouble of a mother
and her child by instructing them to take bath in the pond on this place. Guru Sahib
gave a word, whosever takes bath for twelve sangrand in this place will get rid of the
troubles.

Gurdwara Sahib Sri Datansar Sahib Patshahi nauvin is located in village Ghuman
Kalan. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came to this place when he was camped at
Maur Kalan. According to tradition Guru Sahib accompanied by Sikhs came to the
place of sarovar which is called Gurusar, Guru Sahib did dattan and kurla at this
place also had milk." Darbar Sahib is situated on very place where sangat of village
Ghuman came and met Guru Sahib. This village was founded by Guru Sahib.
Gurdwara Sahib is managed by Sadhu Singh and Major Singh, owns four acre land.
There is a new building of Gurdwara Sahib. There is around hundred year old building
on one side of the Gurdwara Sahib. Earlier there was sarowar but it was closed now
planning to build one. This Gurdwara Sahib is managed by Sadhu Singh and Major
Singh.

Gurdwara Sri Titarsar Sahib Patshahi Dasvin, Maiser Khana is sacred to Sri
Guru Gobind Singh. This Gurdwara Sahib is one mile away from village Maiser
khana.' Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib came to this place after the completion of Sri
Anandur Sahib in samvat 1721, on way towards Sri Damdama Sahib. Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji came to this place after the batte of Mukatsar Sahib. During Guru Sahib's
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stay at Sri Damdama Sahib he went on hunt and hunted a titar (Fowl) liberated him
from the cycle of birth and death, from that day this place was known as titarsar. It
was subsequently called Tittarsar in the belief that the Guru Sahib had granted
liberation to a tittar, partridge, here. Gurdwara Tittarsar has come up 2 km to the
southeast of the village.

Gurdwara Manji Sahib is sacred to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. Guru Sahib
halted here by the side of a small pool called Maisar. Guru Sahib had alighted from
his horse, sat on the raised platform made by Sikhs under and tree. Gurdwara Sahib
is constructed on this place, during construction the tree was removed from here.
Guru Sahib stayed here for ten to twelve days.'> The name of this village has come
from sarowar (pond) of Devi Mai people called it 'Mai Da Sar' head of lady (mai).
Sidhu clan jatt from Jaisalmer founded village near this pond and it was called Maisar
Khana.'® There was a pond where Guru Sahib halted, today the same pond has been
turned to sarowar in the premises of Mandir Maiser Khana.

Gurdwara Manji Sahib Patshahi Nauvin, is located in village Dikkh. Guru Sahib
started from Bhaini Bagha at night reached the middle of Ubhe and Burj Dhilwan
stayed for a while then moved 5 mile on 25 Magh 1720BK sammat stayed here for
three days. According to tradition a humble Sikh lady from house of Baba Balaki
entreated the Guru Sahib to come and put up in his house. The Guru Sahib accepted
the invitation of devoted Sikh; He was served the warm milk. Guru Sahib was blissful
with his devotee's dedication, blessed his host who had served him with complete
devotion.'” The Sikh, who served Guru Sahib was childless, thereafter he had four
sons Aya Sura, Aya Hamira, Aya Kapura and Aya Vira. It is said that there was
bricked memorial (Manji) platform raised in honour of the Guru Sahib. Later single
room Gurdwara Sahib was established on the site in 1917."® The Gurdwara Sahib
Patshahi Nauvin, building is a square hall with a verandah on three sides. "On adjacent
compound lower level is used for the Guru ka Langar and rooms for pilgrims. The
Gurdwara Sahib owns ten acres of land and is affiliated to the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee. Special congregations take place on full moon days."

Gurdwara Gurusar Patshahi Nauvin commemorates the visit of Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Saib in village Dhadde. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib halted here coming
from Dikkh. Guru Sahib rested here under the huge tree and horses were fed water.*
According to tradition Guru Sahib went towards Maiserkhana from this place. Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib went towards Krod village and Barah and Gurne then
went to Dhamdhan from here.?! The Gurdwara Sahib Patshahi Nauvin is located in
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south around half a kilometre away from the village Dhadde.

The old building of this Gurdwara Sahib is going to be used as museum.
Gurdwara Sahib has new building and langar hall. There are ten residential rooms.
There is a sarowar earlier which was on the place of new Darbar Sahib now shifted
to other place. The Gurdwara Sahib is managed by a committee of the local sangat.
Masya celebrated in this Gurdwara Sahib.

Conclusion

Bathinda is one of the eminent districts of Malwa Region. Historical Gurudwara's
in Bathinda district marks the those places where Guru Sahib went and preached the
message of almighty to treat everyone equal. Guru Sahib filled the Sikhs with the
spirit of self-sacrifice towards the cause of humanity. Guru Sahib throughout their
life stood against the unjust.
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Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Holy Travels to the east

-S. Jagmohan Singh (Gill)*

Barh

Barh town divided in two parts by National Highway 31. The older section
seems to be on bank of the river Ganga. This place is about 70 kilometres east from
Patna. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji stayed here while going towards Dacca. A Gurdwara
is under the management of Takht Patna Sahib is in the old market place of Barh
Bazar near Teraha More which was devastated in the 1934 earthquake. No repairing
or reconstruction has been done. There is Sri Guru Granth Sahib and Janam-Sakhi of
Bhai Bala. It is located just opposite to Vaisnodham Mandir and on the left is Jain
Mandir. Bhai Kanahiya Singh alias Kamdahia Singh was last Granthi, now-a-days
his wife Bibi Kulwant Kaur has been taking care of this Gurdwara since his demise.

Munger- Pakki Sangat

This Sangat on Belan Bazar on Pipal-Patti Road is very old and commemorates
the travel of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji during his visits to Dacca and Assam. There
is a bed said to be extant from Guru Ji's time. There are two hand-written, one old
printed and one newly printed Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The correspondence made of
Guru Tegh Bahadur with prominent Sikhs named 'Hukumnama' found in Munger
describes the stay and underscores the importanceof this place in Sikh annals. There
are two 'samadhis' of very early Mahants, Baba Pardeshi Ram and Baba Videshi
Ram. The descendants of the Mahants are the present care-takers. There is Nishan
Sahib erected at the initiative of a devout Sikh, Jagat Singh.

Bhagalpur

This is another important place where both Sri Guru Nanak Sahib and Sri Guru

*Honourary Incharge, Sikh Mission Kolkata (Poorvi Bharat), Dharam Parchar Committee,
(SGPC) Sri Amritsar. (Mob: 9831059675)
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Tegh Bahadur ji stayed in the course of their tour towards the east. Two places worth
mentioning are as follows-

Gurdwara Bari Sangat

Bari Sangat, said to be oldest is in Naya Bazar, Mahant Narayan Das Lane
(Mohan Press Galli) commemorates the travel of ninth Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib.
Mahant Narayan Das was one of the Mahants about a hundred years ago.

Gurdwara Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Bari Sangat is on right side of 'Burha-Nath
Ghat' of the river Ganga on 'Sakhi-Chand Ghat'. Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur is said to
have stayed here while going further east.

Chotti Sangat

This is a very important site in Jogsar Mohalla near Burhanath Mandir on the
banks of river Ganga. This is a very old Sangat said to be connected to the travels of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. The descendants of the Mahants can remember quite a
few Mahants chronologically. There is an old hand-written Sri Guru Granth Sahib
kept with due respect and sanctity.

Kantnagar

Guru Tegh Bahadur's Visit of Kantnagar - After one and a half century of Sri
Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji's travels, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji again visited this part of
India, obviously to rekindle the spirit of Sikhism. Where-ever the Ninth Guru went
he advised his followers to organize themselves into congregational circles and follow
the tenets of Sikhism with religious zeal. In 1666 Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji arrived
at the settlement of Kantnagar. Here he stayed for a few days and preached the
message of Sikhism among the people. Devotees came in large numbers and joined
the congregation. At that time a good number of people who embraced his faith
were subsequently came to be known as Nanak Panthis.Kantnagar was a big and
prosperous village. It is said that thirty-six watchmen (chowkidars) used to keep
round-the-clock vigil in this village. Situated on the left bank of the Ganga it was an
important river port at that time. After continuous floods, about hundred and fifty
years ago the place was went under waters. The Sikhs brought out Sri Guru Granth
Sahib and established a new Gurdwara in safer place called Laxmipur in memory of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji's visit.

As you enter through a huge gate built in memory of Guru Tegh Bahadur in
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Laxmipur, you are immediately struck by its serenity and calmness besides the
imprints of Sikhism all around. One cannot fail to notice a vibrant village life which
is steeped in a unique kind of history, culture and heritage. Compared to other parts
of rural Bihar, it is an affluent settlement with an impressive presence of Sikhs.

Rajmahal

"Rajmahal Bhanu Behal Bhau Bhagat Gurmat Man Bhani, Sanmukh Sodhi Badli
Seth Gopale Gurmat Jaani".

As per the above line of Vaars of Bhai Gurdas ji, the prominent Sikhs during
the time of Sri Guru Hargobind, Bhanu Behal, Badli Sodhi and Seth Gopal of Rajmahal
were well acquainted with the thoughts of the Gurus and were great devotees of the
Guru. This shows the importance of Sikhs of Rajmahal. Historically, it was a very
important place in the medieval period, and was well connected with Patna and
Dacca.

The town is on the banks of the river Ganga, bordering Bengal and Bihar (now
Jharkhand). In 1576, the Battle of Rajmahal was fought between Mughal Emperor,
Akbar and Sultan of Bengal, Daud Khan of Karani Dynasty. Daud Khan was captured
and later executed by the Mughals. Later, after the conquest of Odisha in 1592, Raja
Man Singh I, Mughal governor of Bengal Subah, came to Rajmahal. He chose the
site for his capital in 1595-96 because of its strategic command of the Teliagarhi
Pass and the river.

In 1608, the capital of Bengal was transferred to Dacca (now Dhaka,
Bangladesh). Raja Man Singh also renamed Rajmahal as 'Akbarnagar’ as a tribute to
Emperor Akbar and also constructed palaces, gardens and mosques on behalf of
Mughal rulers. In 1639, Rajmahal regained its glory and was once more made the
capital of Bengal by Shah Shuja, governor of Bengal Subah and second son of
Emperor Shah Jahan. It continued as the seat of the Mughal Viceroy up to 1660 and
a mint town till 1661.

Malda and Makhsudabad

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji visited both the places while moving farther east to
Dacca. Both were very famous towns thriving on silk and cotton industry. Traders
from all over the world thronged these places. A Gurdwara is situated in the Sarbari

area of old part of Malda town, situated on the confluence of the Mahananda and
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Kalindi rivers. Malda was the capital of Bengal and known as Goud,in the early
medieval times. It is diagonally opposite to Rajmahal.

Makshudabad is on the banks of the river Bhagirathi. Owing to it its strategic
location it became the capital of Subah Bengal being shifted, from Dacca during the
term of Murshid Quli Khan in the early 18th century and name of the town was
changed to Murshidabad. There was a Gurdwararun by Udasi saints, but now it
doesn't exist.

Dacca

"Chaale Sanmukh Desh Bangale, Dundabhi Baaje Shabd Vishale".

In "Suraj Prakash" Bhai Santokh Singh writes "When Guru Ji starts from Patna
to Dacca, passing big towns on the river Ganga like Munger, Bhagalpur loud sound
of 'nagaara' (drums) was made in the respect of Guruji".

In 1666 AD Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji visited Dacca, among the most prosperous
of South Asian provinces. Bengal was a magnet for traders from Britain in 17th
century under the Mughal Governor Shaista Khan. Guru Ji was accorded a warm
and rousing welcome by the local Sangat as well as the influential Nawab Saishta
Khan, brother of Empress Mumtaz Mahal, wife of Shah Jahan. The areas like Sangat-
tolla where Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji is said to have stayed during his prolonged
visit were exclusive Sikh Mohallas. During this visit of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji the
Sangat of Dacca was called Hazuri Sangat. Bhai Natha and Bulaki Das made
arrangements for the stay of the Ninth Master, during this visit between1666 and
1670 approximately with some breaks for visiting other places.

As per the census report of 1830 the number of Sikhs (they all were Khatris)
was around 1100 out of 32,000 Hindus. In the mid-19th century eminent Sikh
chronicler, Giani Gian Singh, stayed in Dacca for about seventeen months researching
on Sikhism of Dacca and East India. In his account, "Twarikh Guru Khalsa", he
gives a foot note on Dacca. He states that local Sikhs were very much pleased with
him owing to his missionary and dedicated zeal for the cause of Sikhism. They
offered him their daughters and settle there for the benefit of local Sikhs. Giani ji of
course declined, as he had taken upon himself the mission of his life to spread
Sikhism. There was a big house at No 14 Shreesh Das Lane at Sangat Tolla of Bangla

Bazar. This was known as 'Sikher Bari' which means the House of Sikhs. Sri Guru
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Tegh Bahadur ji made it his residence-cum-preaching centre during his long stay at
Dacca. In those days a Portuguese company also existed at SangatTolla area. It was
mostly inhabited by Sikh Sangat staying in many houses of this locality even before
Independence.

The Sikhs of Dacca were well connected with the Sikhs of East India, especially
Patna Sahib. Patna Sahib's private retinue of army was sent to Dacca many times on
various missions. One Sikh, named Bhai Mohan Singh, was appointed Diwan of
Chittagong in the second quarter of 18th century during the reign of Nawab Murshid
Quli Khan. Noted Historian, Dr Tirlochan Singh, observed, "Diwan Mohan Singh
was no less a pious Sikh than a brave soldier and an able administrator. He made
good opportunity and established more than a dozen of Sangats within his jurisdiction
and attached Jagirs to one and all of them".

Eastern Bengal District Gazetteers by B.C. Allen, published in the early 20th
century, give some description of the Guru's visit to Dacca and about the Sikhs, "Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji visited Dacca, and there is a Sikh temple at Shujatpur near the
Ramna. The Sangat at Sangat tolla close to Sutrapur is now the chief place of worship
but pious Sikhs still visit the ruins at Jafarabad where there is a well whose waters are
thought to have curative powers".

Importance of Dacca for the Sikhs dates back to the visit of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji in his first Udasi to spread the message of truth, righteousness and other
human values to live on this earth peacefully. The Sangat of Dacca was illuminated
by his effulgent message. Many places are said to be linked with the Guru's tour and
wells were sunk to provide fresh drinking water to his followers and common people
alike. It is said that the colour of water changed thrice in a day and local Bengalis
treated it with pious belief that Thakur Nanak (they address Sri Guru Nanak Sahib in
their local term) was there in this well. This was called as Barchha Sahib as per Bhai
Dhanna Singh Chahal who visited Dacca in the 1930s. There were some lores relating
to Sri Guru Nanak Sahib's visit and his drawing drinking water by piercing a spear in
the ground. This is now extinct. One Gurdwara, said to have been visited by Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji, is at Ramna and is called Nanak Shahi Gurdwara. It is near the
race course. It was earlier known as 'Nanak Ka Chapra' i.e. shelter of Nanak. Sri

Guru Nanak Sahib rested here. Some part of the land of this Gurdwara was later
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acquired for the construction of Dacca University. Baba Gurditta (eldest son of the
Sixth Master Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib), head of Udasi sect sent the noted missionary,
Baba Almast (head of one of the Dhuans) to Eastern India including Dacca, to trace
the places of Guru Nanak's visit and propagate the tenets of Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
After him Bhai Natha was in charge of Bengal's Sangat. He initiated the construction
of Nanak Shahi Sangat.

While Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji, was at Dacca, the Sangat of nearby areas
frequently requested Guru ji to visit their places. So he started his tour to Jayantia
hills, Shylet and then to Shaistaganj, Comilla, Lakhsham, Daulatganj Sitakund, Hath
Hazari and onward to Chittagong and the sea-port of Sondip. He came back to Dacca
after meeting the Sangat of Bengal from Noakhali, Chandpur and Narainganj. The
purpose of his visit was to renew the ties with the Sangats already established by Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji and further strengthened by Sri Guru Amardas ji and respected
Udasi missionaries. The effect of the Guru's tour was miraculous and a big number
of Sangats came up in Bengal. These Sikhs were always ready to perform any type
of Sewa: from monetary assistance to manual labour and whenever there was a call
from Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji later on in the hours of struggle against the oppression
of the Mughal rulers. There is a Gurdwara Sangat Suthra Shahi at Urdu Bazaar and
another one on English Road in Dacca. Nawab Shaista Khan awarded jagirs to
Gurdwara Sangat Tolla and Gurdwara Nanak Shahi in Dacca after the visit of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. Dr Tirlochan Singh who quoted from," Topography and
Statistics of Dacca 1840 AD", by James Taylor, confirms the presence of twelve
Sangats beside the institution and places of other religion. Dr Tirlochan Singh visited
Dacca in 1959 and tried to bring to the notice of the administration the misuse of
Sikh shrines by some unscrupulous people. It is there in his invaluable work on the
life of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji.

Different places of Assam

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji reached Kamrupand preached among the people for
some time. Here, he also brought a compromise between the forces of Raja Ram
Singh, a Kshatriya general of Aurangzeb (who had led expedition against Assam),
and the local Ahom ruler as a true saint should have done. Towards the close of
1668, they set out for Assam, crossed the Brahmaputra and reached Dhubri, which



Gurdwara Gazette 104 Jeth (May 2024)

had also been visited by Sri Guru Nanak Sahib during his travels in eastern India. Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji marked out the spot where the First Guru had sat. People
thronged to see him. Guru Tegh Bahadur travelled to many places like Rangamati,
Kamakhya to as far as Hajo.After some time, Guru Ji went back to Dacca in April or
May, 1670.

Return Journey from Dacca

In Dacca Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji got royal reception. Guru Ji informed the
Sangat of his going back. Guru Ji appointed Bhai Natha as chief missionary of Bengal
and Bulaki Das as Masand of Dacca region. The homeward journey began in 1670
amidst a very elaborate farewell in a fitting manner. Sangat from many parts came to
bid farewell with moist eyes. This journey was faster than the outward journey. The
change in Aurangzeb's religious policy to the detriment of non-Muslims, caused
considerable concern to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji. He now wanted to be by the side
of his people. The longest halt was at Patna where the Guru rejoined his family and
saw for the first time his son, Gobind Rai. The span of the stay in Patna on return
journey varies in opinion of different researchers. Then Guru Ji moved towards
Punjab visiting different places already discussed in the beginning.

A note on Jaunpur

Jaunpur is situated on the banks of the river Gomti. The Gomti, also known as
Vashisti, originates from the lake of Pilibhit of Shahjahanpur and touches Kheri,
Lucknow, and Jaunpur flowing about eight hundred kilometres before meeting the
river Ganga in Saidpur. Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji visited Jaunpur during his first Udasi
from Varanasi and then moved to further east. Few old Sikh families stay at Jaunpur
with an old Gurdwara named Mirdang Wali Sangat in memory of Ninth Sri GuruTegh
Bahadur Ji. This place was said to be the residence of Bhai Gurbakhs Ji. The Guru
Granth Sahib is seated here in a commodious rectangular hall. A platform built inside
a separate small room represents the Tap Asthan. Near this and the beside river,
there is narrow well and a ruined hut. About two acres of land is shown in the name
of Gurdwara Bari Sangat under revenue village of Chachakpur. This Sangat is said
to be established by one of the prominent early Sikh missionaries, Bhai Gurdas Ji
under the patronage of sixth master Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib. This place is on the

eastern side of the Gomti river.
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Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji, along with large group of Sangat, visited Varanasi
while coming from Allahabad and Mirzapur and stayed there for some time. News
of Guru Ji's visit spread to all nearby areas. This was followed by large number of
Sangat visiting him and paying tributes. The Sangat of Jaunpur visited under the
supervision of Bhai Gurbaksh Masand with large offerings. They listened to Guru's
kirtan with utmost devotion. Guru Ji was so pleased that he blessed them and gifted
Bhai Gurbaksh a 'Mirdang' (ancient Indian percussion instrument). From that time
the Gurdwara became famous as "Mirdang Wali Sangat". Again, Guru Ji, while
returning to Anandpur Sahib from his entourage of the east from Patna via Arrah,
Chapra and Buxar, made a stay at Jaunpur'sMirdang Wali Sangat for five days. He
blessed the masses of this area under leadership of Bhai Gurbaksh.

After touching few more places Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji moved to Punjab,
thus concluding the great holy travels of east India. Later on his supreme sacrifice
infused a new spirit of bravery and valour and became the most distinctive feature of
his successor, tenth Master Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji.

CONCLUSION

Wherever Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji went, a huge mass fell into his following.
These people in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Assam, Odisha and
Bangladesh constitute a very vital historical and spiritual component of the mainstream
Sikhism. They might have been in these far away places for over three centuries in
complete isolation from the fountain head, i.e., the Akal Takht Sahib, but they have
retained their distinct culture in a different social milieu while adapting and adjusting
to the local ones in a most syncretic manner. We have celebrated 350thParkash-
Purab of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji and then 550thParkash-Purab of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev ji and the 400th Parkash-Purab of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji in 2021. But never
celebrated the great holy tours of our great Gurus, firstly the 500th anniversary of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev ji's first Udasi and secondly 350th year of holy travels of Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur ji towards East India. Both these occasions were also important for
the Sikhs of this region in terms of our glorious legacy. We should embrace these
distant people with the warmth of love of a brother and commit ourselves to their
well-being in all manners possible. There should be a tie-up between Patna Sahib,

the undoubted second most important citadel of our religion, and various Gurdwaras
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of historical importance in the States mentioned above and Bangladesh since they
constitute important sign posts in the journey of Sri Guru Nanak Sahib some five
hundred years ago, and later hallowed by the presence of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
and Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. I would make particular mention of Benaras,
Nizamabad, Allahabad in eastern Uttar Pradesh; Rajgir, Sasaram, Gaya, Kedli Chatti,
Laxmipur, Maheshwa (Katihar) and Halhalia (Araria) in Bihar; Dhubri and Naogaon
in Assam; Dhaka, Chittagong, Rongpur, Dinajpur and Mymensingh in Bangladesh,
Malda, Kolkata, Bishnupur and Chandrakona in West Bengal and Bhadrak, Cuttack
and Puri in Odisha.

Atmany places new Gurdwara buildings are to be established for congregations.
The older ones in dilapidated conditions are to be restored and maintained. The
motive should be to make the Sikh brotherhood aware of their historic relationship.
The historic bonding should be preserved. There is large scope for development of
Sikhism in Bihar and other places of Eastern India as well. mic

The devotees are requested to bring the Pavan Birs of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Old ones for Sanskar) to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib complex near
Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj Baba Deep Singh Ji 'Shaheed' Sri
Amritsar Sahib only instead of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. This
has been decided to facilitate the Sangat for the Holy Sri Guru
Granth Sahib (Newly published) are available at the same
venue.

-Guru Panth Da Das-
Secretary,
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,

Sri Amritsar Sahib
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The Sikh Educational Conferences (1908-1915)
Issues and Critique as discussed in

Presidential Addresses

-S. Tejinder Singh*

With the consolidation of British Empire throughout subcontinent by mid
nineteenth century and the introduction of laws and policies for administration of
Indian territories, an impact on complex Indian society marked by fault lines of
religion and caste was made. For the first time, historians assert, an alien civilization
impinged upon every detail of Indian life, changed its patterns and created new
values. The last quarter of nineteenth century witnessed the social and political
developments on communal lines which kindled the revivalism and reformism of
religious traditions. To secure the goodwill of government for welfare of their
respective communities, community leaders related to reformist movements generally
maintained cordial relations with colonial rulers. They perceived their contemporary
socio-political circumstances as existential threat to unique religious identity and
politico-economic progress of their co-religionists. To steer the community affairs
out of socio-religious quandary and to retain the faith-based ethos among fellow
religious practitioners in pristine form, community leaders initiated the movements
with all-out effort to revive the traditional spirit of religiosity.

Education emerged as fundamental tool for revivalist and reformist movements
to address the misconceptions and disbeliefs considered to have inflicted the vulnerable
mentality of masses and made them poor in original belief and practices of faith.
Proselytizing activities of Christian missionaries and advent of western education
under British education system challenged age old religious traditions in second half
of nineteenth century. Efforts by movements of different faiths to assert one ideology
as unique and superior to others was instrumental in forming complicated socio-
religious milieu. The Sikh Educational Conferences holds an important place in
*Research Scholar, Guru Nanak Studies Department GNDU, Amritsar. Mob- 9888444802
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accounts of Sikh revivalism of twentieth century. The Sikh Educational Conference
founded in 1908 was a logical outcome of the re-awakening that had come upon the
Sikhs during the closing decades of the 19th and the opening decade of the 20th
century. The intelligentsia and leaders of community gathered annually to discuss
the state of educational affairs of community and form a policy for future. It aimed at
enlightening the people and making the synthesis of the best of the western education
and the best of Indian education with religious flavor in it, apart from stressing the
importance of Primary education the conference explored the defects and

shortcomings of the secondary, collegiate and University education and aimed at its
amelioration. It played a critical role in spreading modern education among Sikh
men and women and provided a forum for debate and discussion on the various
social and cultural issues confronting the community. It was a significant factor in
stimulating awareness among the Sikhs of India and laid the foundation for the
progress and prosperity of the community through education, social enlightenment
and political awareness.

Situation of Sikh community, particularly in educational affairs in early twentieth
century is well understood by studying the presidential addresses of the Sikh
Educational Conferences. The role played by community leaders to promote education
for amelioration of community exhibits leadership and pragmatism. They maintained
cordial relations with colonial masters for cooperation and support in their initiatives.
The presidential addresses provide us with the insights of contemporary issues of
Sikh community such as degradation in religious life, backwardness and illiteracy
which according to them was leading to waning of religious ethos and causing the
distinct identity of Sikhs to slip into the shackles of quandary. This paper attempts to
delve into presidential addresses of Conferences held from 1908 to 1915 to ascertain
the vision of Sikh intelligentsia and critique of British education system as discussed
in these annual events. In the eloquent presidential addresses of The Sikh Educational
Conferences, education and its importance were emphasized in religious context
and history. It was well understood by the far-sighted leaders that education can
transform the character of future generations and enlighten masses about the universal
brotherhood among people of different religions. Education was underlined as major
concern for development of community. President of the second Sikh Educational
Conference held in 1909, Sardar Joginder Singh stated:

"Sada bhavikhat os vidya de nirbhar rakhda hai jo asin apni santan nu deni
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hai ...vidya da masla att zaroori masla hai, arr jis tarike nal asan hun is nu sambalna
hai, osse nal sadi aun vali santan de aachran ne palta khana hai."

Presidents stated the importance of education in human life and that how Sikhism
advocates the education for an ideal living. It was observed that 'Panthic' life among
the Sikhs had downgraded as many got indulged in worldly affairs so deeply that
they began to deviate from the teachings of 'Satguru' and started to live a self-centered
life. Sikh ethos and their benefit to society, especially to downtrodden were discussed.
Unique identity of Sikh Philosophy and way of life was emphasized for brighter
future of individuals and society in subcontinent. Characteristic principles of Sikhism
such as wellbeing of all humans, universal brotherhood, spiritual life, harbinger of
hope of deprived and destitute, unifier of various sects, monotheism, secularism etc.
were presented as panacea to malaise in society. It was stated in presidential address
of second Sikh Educational Conference that: "Sikh dharam gareeb kangal di aas da
nakk banaunda hai, aularh bhatke nu dilasa te thand paunda hai. Zakhmi te fatte
dil nu taraut denda hai, bhaicharak niyan vele eh manukh vich insaaf te manukhi
timi, vich adal da jhanda khara karda hai."

It was highlighted in Presidential addresses of the Sikh Educational Conferences
that Sikh philosophy and history are embedded with spiritual and moral values to
enlighten the lives of disciples. The relation of 'Sikh and Guru' (as being of disciple
and master) has been wholly dependent on the education that Guru imparts to Sikh.
Presidents stated the educational heritage of Sikhs by citing the verses of Gurbani,
that the life of Sikh is enshrined spiritually and morally with the direction of Guru's
teachings and commandments. Education was described as a leader who uplifts
humans to higher level of consciousness. Leaders emphasized that the Sikhs have
religious duty to be educated by Guru to be a true human being, one who is
enlightened not only for worldly affairs but also for the spiritual unity with God.
They highlighted that object of education should be self-sustenance, mental health,
and success for goal of life. Sikh intelligentsia was far sighted and determined that
the educational affairs should be handled responsibly to ameliorate community and
make them good responsible citizens.

In meetings of Sikh Educational Conferences, Sikh history and principles were
well presented to realize the importance of rich history, spiritual philosophy and
unique religious identity. ThePresidents of the Sikh Educational Conferences stated
in their address that the Sikhs are enough fortunate that their great Gurus have imbibed
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in them the perfect sense of life conduct, both practical and spiritual. Commenting
on the condition of Sikh community, it was said that they are in religious bankruptcy
only because they have deviated from the path shown by great Gurus. The
fundamental Sikh principle of belief in omnipresent and omnipotent God was realized
as straightforward belief which discounts the complexity of various religious traditions
and notions. They specified importance of education underlining religious
connotations with references from Sikh scriptures. It was emphasized that object of
education is to attain knowledge and its use to create power for development. The
president of second Sikh Educational Conference claimed that first practice of mass
education is done by Sikh Gurus which revolutionized the social outlook: "Sab ton
pehli ar ikko koshish aam parchar vidya di sade satguran valon hi hoi hai."”

Analyzing comparatively with Hindus and Muslims, the Sikh leaders found
that Sikhs were laggard in education and government jobs. Importance of "Sewa"
(service) was mentioned as an inherent virtue of Sikhism and it is with great fortune
that one receives the opportunity to serve his community and Guru. Presidents
expressed gratitude and humbleness to 'Guru' and community that they had received
responsibility to be president of Educational Conferences. The Chief Khalsa Diwan
dominated the Sikh politics in the first two decades of the twentieth century. To
safeguard political rights of Sikhs and to represent them to the government were
among the objectives listed in the booklet entitled Rules and Regulations of Chief
Khalsa Diwan. The British officials received the memorials and deputations send by
the Chief Khalsa Diwan on behalf of the community. The officials also nominated
the Diwan leaders on the government bodies like Governor's council and legislative
council. The Presidents of Sikh Educational Conference expressed pragmatism about
their relationship with British government and they considered association of Khalsa
with British as a great favor of divine providence. The contribution of Sikh men in
British army and their recognition as brave and loyal to British interests made
community leaders proud and they called it most favorable circumstances for
community to prosper and achieve monetary favors for educational welfare of the
community. The president of second Sikh Educational Conference, Joginder Singh
stated:

" Angrezi jhande hethan asan sari dunya vich dil khol ke lahu dollya hai, kaun
keh sakda hai ke khud angrezan de ghar, england nu bachaun layi asin angrezan

nal modey nal moda joehke nahin khadovange...akal purakh de kam jisne england
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te bharat varsh da sanyog mel ditta hai kise khas mantav layi ho rahe han."

The Sikh leaders associated with the Sikh Educational Conference expressed
confidence that under the auspices of British rule, the community can progress
conveniently. They expressed gratefulness to British government for favoring
community in its endeavors to prosper. The activities of extremists Sikhs for
independence from Britishers were condemned by President of eighth Sikh
Educational Conference held in 1915 at Firozpur. He stated that perpetrators of the
attacks on Britishers can't be true Sikhs and they had caused damage to the rapport
of Sikh community among Britishers as 'Singh' is prefixed with their names. He calls
them stupid and gullible who were deprived of Sikh values and in company of ill
minded persons in Canada and did the deeds of violence and anarchy.

"Mainu param shok hai ke pichhle kuj k mahineyan ton kayi besamaj layi lag
purkhan ne canada aadik deshan vich khotte purshan da kusang karke bahut
aayogya te fasadi kam kite han, eh lok nam matar sikh bhaven hon par asal vich
sikh dharam da lesh vi ehna vich nahin ate na hi sikhan di koi hamdardi ya pyar hi
ehna nal hai ..."

President Diwan Leela Ram Ji of the Sixth Sikh Educational Conference in
1913 stated that before any other matter he would like to request that we should
express loyalty to British government in Delhi. He expressed utter sadness and
devastation about assassination attempt on then viceroy Lord Hardinge and stressed
that Sikhs are determined that community would progress and develop only under
the flag of British government. "Sanu sikhan nu nischahaikeasansarkarangrezi de
jhandeheth hi tarakkiteunnatikarnihai, asinanarchistan de apradh nu jo
kepachamdeshan ton hindustanvichayahaibadinafratnaltakkdehan."

The Presidents of Sikh Educational Conferences proudly stated that bravery
and fidelity are virtues of 'Khalsa' being demonstrated in service of British. The
cordial relations between British Indian government and Sikh leaders exhibited in
the presidential addresses of Conferences underlines an important objective to make
efforts for securing assistance and aid applicable to private schools from government
educational department. President of the eighth Sikh Educational Conference, Sant
Attar Singh Ji Mastuana expressed happiness that Khalsa is serving British with
courage and dedication in France and Egypt. He said that in Europe, people have
witnessed the valor and audacity of Sikhs in World War II as they defeated German
forces on several battle fields.
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Sikh leaders criticized the education system introduced by British in India as
they observed that it promotes only material sciences and empirical knowledge but
lacks in religious education. The schools and colleges run by the government made
no provision for religious education of any kind because it pursued a policy of
neutrality in such matters. Ethical, spiritual and moral aspects of education held
utmost importance in Indian educational traditions. In the seventh Sikh Educational
Conference held in 1914, President Balwant Singh Ji condemned the government
education system as flawed and non-productive which lacks practical aspect of
applied education. He stated that British Indian government is concerned about the
Indianization of education as they need cheap Indian workers to run administration
and Indian graduates consider government jobs as their goal rather than building
intellectual capabilities. Condemning the prevailing system of education, the President
of second Sikh Educational Conference said that the reason for dooming India is
that the education has become a prerogative of selected class.

"jadon vidya ikk khas jamat di jayedad bann gayi tadon hi hindustan di tabahi
shuru ho gayi."

It was well understood that the society divided by caste system and priestly
hegemony shaping religious and social norms led to education deprived large section
of society perpetuating social evils and superstitions. It is evident from the addresses
of Presidents of the Sikh Educational Conferences that they critically observed the
limitations of British education system. They found that values and character typically
attributed to educated individuals were hardly reflected in graduates. President of
the third Sikh Educational Conference, Kanwar Daljit Singh presented the chronology
of the events that marked the discourse of educational policy of British government
in India. He said that the uprising of 1857 impacted British education policy to be
more inclusive. English learners were considered loyal to government as most
educated people opposed the rebellion which emerged as serious threat to colonial
rule in India. British government, considering the colonial interests and Indian society,
expedited the actions for spread of education in India by establishing universities.
President of third conference highlighted that British government introduced education
in India with main intention to prepare Indians for clerical jobs to facilitate their
imperialistic interests. Government considered fundamentalist and superstitious
mindset of Indian masses as threat for British rule, so education was necessary for
awareness and new perspectives among Indians. The neglect of primary education
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in government schools was stressed as one of the major limitations of government
education policy and the issue of inappropriate syllabus for primary and middle
grades was also highlighted. In their addresses, Presidents criticized the higher
education system and said that British model of university education brought in
India is not as impactful as in England. Sikh leaders analyzed the education system
and found that crucial factors such as medium of instruction and societal mindset
were not considered while formulating the educational policy and consequently
intellectual capabilities were hardly noticeable in educated Indians.

The leaders of Sikh community were aware about the importance of vocational
education and skills in new world of modernization and industrialization introduced
by colonial state. They wanted their community to learn modern scientific education
and vocational skills to progress socially and economically. The growing problem
of unemployment compelled the Conference to make provisions for commercial,
technical, agricultural and professional schools and colleges. Presidents of the Sikh
Educational Conferences condemned colonial economic policies for destroying
traditional handicrafts and artistry. Discussing two types of education: pure and
applied, President of the seventh Sikh Educational Conference, Sardar Balwant Singh
condemned the education standards of British India by stating that the applied
education and vocational skills are absent in India. He mentioned that Japan and
Germany are making great strides in science and technology and becoming advanced
economies with applied education.

The medium of instruction was one of the major problems observed by Sikh
intellectuals in government education policy. The Sikh Education Conference paid
much attention towards the method of instruction which was rotten to the core. Sardar
Joginder Singh, President of second Sikh Educational Conference stated that 'Urdu’,
which eventually became language used in school systems of Punjab was an
inappropriate medium of instruction and responsible for poor learning of students.
Students had to struggle a lot to understand subjects in foreign languages which
were considered as barrier for students of Punjab. It was emphasized that conservation
of folklore, literature, traditional songs etc. could only be done by giving importance
to mother tongue Punjabi otherwise priceless cultural treasure would be lost.
Addressing the Sixth Sikh Educational Conference, President Diwan Leela Ram Ji
said that all Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims should collectively work for betterment and
promotion of mother tongue Punjabi as the government collect taxes for education
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from Punjabi landlords. It was realized that knowledge of Punjabi language and
Gurmukhi script is must for Sikhs to read and understand scriptures so that superstitions
and fake rituals could be segregated from principles and teachings of Sikhism.
Presidents of the Sikh Educational Conferences suggested measures to promote
Punjabi as primary language for medium of instruction in educational institutions.
All Sikh institutions were required to teach Punjabi as one of the subjects of the
curriculum. The DPI of the province was repeatedly requested to encourage the
teaching of this language in all government schools and colleges under his control.

The Presidential addresses of initial Sikh Educational Conferences illustrates
the resolve of intelligentsia and landlords of Sikh community to create mass awareness
about education and its necessity to emancipate the co-religionists from the socio-
religious conundrum. Community leaders got together annually to discuss and frame
a policy to spread education among the Sikhs. They had a strategic sense of the role
of education to sail the community safely through the tumultuous waves of illiteracy,
apostasy and backwardness. Presidents defined the education as the one of intrinsic
virtue of Sikhism as being a Sikh means 'learner' whose spiritual and moral life is
enlightened by Gurbani. They highlighted in their addresses the rich value-based
traditional education that Sikhs are fortunate to be blessed with grace of Gurus. The
comparisons done with other religious communities in terms of literacy and
employment demonstrated the competitive character underpinning revivalist
movements in framework of British rule. The critical evaluation of 'Foreign Languages'
as medium of instruction and part of curriculum in Punjab reveals the rationale for
stymied cognition of students. Need of Punjabi language as medium of instruction at
least at primary level was stressed logically for better understanding of students and
in larger interest of Punjab folklore. Speakers at the Sikh Educational Conferences
cherished the relationship of British and Sikh community citing the valor and
determination of Sikh army men in overseas British expeditions. Their admiration
for colonial masters signifies the pragmatic political approach to be in good books
of rulers for amelioration of community. However, the blatant criticism and pointing
out drawbacks of government education system in the presidential addresses of
conferences marks the seriousness of leaders in formulating educational affairs of
community. Religious education, Women education, vocational skills, agricultural
techniques etc. were important topics of consideration in conferences as far-sighted
intellectuals had vision of holistically progressed community.
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CONCLUSION
The presidential addresses of Sikh Educational Conferences from initial phase

of 1908 to 1915 forms a primary historical source for conditions and challenges that
the Sikh community was engulfed with. The determination and resolve of Sikh
intelligentsia to revive the pristine spirit of Sikhism among community, introduce
them to western education and to bring them at par with fellow communities in
Imperialistic British rule is evident from the impressive and educating addresses of
Presidents. It is with the efforts of community leaders that the Sikh Educational
Conferences within the few years of inception had a remarkable impact on educational

progress of community.
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SGPC NEWS

QR code to be printed on holy Saroops from now
onwards: Harjinder Singh Dhami

Three Sarais of Sachkhand Sri Harmandar Sahib to be
extended by two more floors

Several important decisions taken during SGPC executive
meeting

Amritsar: The executive committee meeting of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) was held today under the leadership of SGPC President Harjinder
Singh Dhami, in which, several important decisions were taken.

Talking to the media after the meeting, SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami
said that apart from discussing strategy to observe upcoming centenaries related to
Sikh history, the executive has taken several decisions.

He said that from now onwards, the SGPC will print holy saroops (scriptures)
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib with QR Code technology to list their count and other
related information. He said effort will also be made to cover those holy saroops as
well which are presently available in different Gurdwaras and with the Sangat at
their homes.

About another decision, the SGPC President said that it has been ruled that the
employees of SGPC and its related institutions can avail maximum foreign leave of
two years in their entire service tenure.

Sharing another development, Harjinder Singh Dhami said that a decision has
been taken to construct a big building for the Nishchay Civil Services Training
Academy being run by SGPC in Chandigarh to prepare Sikh youth for UPSC (IAS,
IPS, IES), PCS and other competitive exams. He added that this building will be
constructed at Gurdwara Sahib Bagh Shaheedan, Sector 44, Chandigarh and initially

an amount of Rs 6.50 crore has been approved for this work.
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He also said that to increase stay facility for Sangat arriving at Sachkhand Sri
Harmandar Sahib, a decision has been taken to extend two floors of three Sarais
(inns) each i.e. Sri Guru Arjan Dev Niwas, Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Niwas and
Mata Ganga Ji Niwas. He added that before starting this construction, the building
department of SGPC will conduct an inspection of the foundation of these Sarais.

Harjinder Singh Dhami also appealed to the Sangat to surely hoist Khalsai (Sikh)
flag on top of their houses as per order of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, on the occasion of
325th Khalsa Sajna Diwas. He said that although Khalsa Sajna Diwas was celebrated
yesterday (on April 13), but feeling the dedication to community, every Sikh should
surely keep Khalsai flag hoisted on top of their houses for the entire April month.

Present in the meeting, included SGPC President Harjinder Singh Dhami, senior
vice president Harbhajan Singh Masana, junior vice president Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh
Khalsa, general secretary Bhai Rajinder Singh Mehta, executive members Mohan
Singh Bangi, Raghbir Singh Saharanmajra, Khushwinder Singh Bhatia, Gurpreet
Singh Jhabbar, Jasmer Singh Lachhru, Indramohan Singh Lakhmirwala, Jaswant
Singh Purain, Bibi Malkit Kaur Kamalpur, Bibi Hardeep Kaur Khokh, Bibi Jaspal
Kaur, secretary Partap Singh, OSD Satbir Singh Dhami, additional secretary
Sukhminder Singh, Kulwinder Singh Ramdas, Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, Tejinder
Singh Padda, assistant secretary Gurnam Singh, Balwinder Singh Khairabad,
Harbhajan Singh Vakta, XeN Sukhjinder Singh, legal adviser Amanbir Singh Siali,
in-charge Azaddeep Singh, Tarsem Singh, Parjinder Singh, Gurmej Singh and others
were present. April 14

Booking initiated Sikh in Italy for wearing Kirpan
is against religious freedom of Sikhs: Harjinder
Singh Dhami

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the action of booking an
initiated Sikh Gurbachan Singh for wearing Kirpan (sword) in Milan city of Italy in
the recent past.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that the Kirpan is one of the five Kakaars (symbols
of faith) of Sikhs, which as per Sikh code of conduct an Amritdhari (initiated) Sikh
always keeps on his body. He said that separating the Kirpan from the body of an
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initiated Sikh is against the religious freedom of Sikhs.

The SGPC President said that the Constitution of their country India also gives
freedom to Sikhs to wear Kirpan, therefore the Italian government should also
consider Sikh concerns and give freedom to Sikhs to wear Kirpan in their country.
He said that today Sikhs live in many countries of the world where they have made
great achievements with their hard work and honesty. He said that even in developed
countries like the United States of America, Canada and the United Kingdom, Sikhs
are allowed to wear Kirpan. He also appealed to the Sikh community of Italy to
strongly oppose the case registered against Gurbachan Singh and to communicate
the entire information of his case to the SGPC.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that in order to get this case cancelled, the
Ambassador of Italy in India and the Ministry of External Affairs of India will also
be written to express strong objection and information about the rights of Sikhs and
the importance of Kirpan will be sent. He also appealed to Indian Minister of External
Affairs Dr. S Jaishankar to get the case of Gurbachan Singh cancelled by negotiating
with the Italian government. April 21

Uttarakhand government should not harass
management committee of Gurdwara Sri
Nanakmatta Sahib: Harjinder Singh Dhami

After letter from Gurdwara Committee to SGPC, Advocate
Dhami appeals Uttarakhand Chief Minister

Amritsar- The President of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami, taking notice of the harassment of the local
Gurdwara management committee in the murder case of Baba Tarsem Singh at
Gurdwara Sri Nanakmatta Sahib, has appealed to Chief Minister (CM) of Uttarakhand,
Pushkar Singh Dhami, to stop the harassment of Gurdwara committee by the police
administration and to understand the sentiments of Sikhs.

He said that the murder of Baba Tarsem Singh is certainly painful, but it is not
right to target the President of the elected Gurdwara committee and the gurdwara
management in this case. He asked the Uttarakhand CM to stop the actions of the
police administration to harass and disturb the management committee of the historical



Gurdwara Gazette 119 Jeth (May 2024)

Gurdwara Nanakmatta Sahib.

The SGPC President said that the majority of the members of the management
committee of Gurdwara Sri Nanakmatta Sahib have jointly written a letter to the
SGPC and expressed their apprehension that the government is trying to take control
of the management of the Gurdwara Sahib in lieu of Baba Tarsem Singh’s murder
case.

“If it is so, the Sikh community will not tolerate such tactics. The elected
management committee of Gurdwara Sri Nanakmatta Sahib is the expression of the
sentiments of the Sangat, in which government intervention should be stopped
immediately. No innocent person should be harassed in Baba Tarsem Singh murder
case”, said Harjinder Singh Dhami.

The SGPC President said that constitutionally, being the CM of Uttarakhand
state, it is the responsibility of the chief minister to understand the seriousness of the
Sikh issues and immediately order that any leader of the management committee of

Gurdwara Sri Nanakmatta Sahib should not be harassed unnecessarily. April 24

Advocate Dhami strongly objects to DSGMC
members joining BJP

‘If so fond of joining BJP, then immediately resign from

Gurdwara Committee membership’, Advocate Dhami
Amritsar: The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Advocate Harjinder Singh Dhami expressed strong objection to some members of
the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee (DSGMC) joining Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and said that if the members of the Sikh body are so fond of politics by
joining BJP, they should immediately resign from their DSGMC membership.
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that this policy of BJP to directly interfere in the
religious affairs of other religions is very unfortunate. He said that the members of
the Sikh organization are elected by the Sangat (community) with the confidence
that they will act according to the religious sentiments and traditions, but when the
members elected for Gurdwara management move to join the party with anti-Sikh
ideology, it is natural that the sentiments of Sangat will get hurt.
The SGPC President said that the Sikh Sangat had elected these members of the
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DSGMC to propagate the Sikh religion and properly run management of Guru’s
house and not to play politics in an anti-Sikh party. Harjinder Singh Dhami said that
the BJP is on the path of direct interference in Sikh affairs, which the Sikh community
will never accept. He said that Sikhs will respond to such actions of BJP in the
upcoming elections.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that already the entire management of DSGMC is
working under the influence of BJP and now with the move of some members of
Sikh body DSGMC joining party, it has become clear that the policy of BJP is to

interfere in management of Gurdwaras and complicate Sikh issues. April 27

SGPC President Advocate Dhami’s sharp reaction
to statement of BJP leader Harjit Grewal

Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami sharply reacting to the statement of Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Harjit Grewal said that the Sikh body SGPC, being the watchdog of
Panth, will always raise its voice on activities against Sikh principles. He said that
after the SGPC raised objection to some members of the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee (DSGMC) joining BJP, Harjit Grewal is making statements
under the conspiratorial policy of BJP of creating confusion, doubts and sowing the
seeds of suspicion about the Sikh principles, while the Sikh Panth knows how Bharatiya
Janata Party is working to eliminate the rights of minorities.

Harjinder Singh Dhami said that BJP, working under the agenda of RSS, wants
to directly and indirectly influence the management of Gurdwaras by interfering in
Sikh issues, while people like Harjit Grewal seem in haste to implement BJP's anti-
Sikh agenda.

The SGPC President said that the Centre government led by BJP, to which
Grewal is calling as a pro-Sikh party, has failed to resolve the pending Sikh issues.
He said that whether it is the issue of Sikh prisoners lodged in jails for three decades
or the issues of Gurdwaras in the states outside Punjab, the BJP-led Centre government
has never taken the initiative to solve them. Even the BJP government does not
consider it appropriate to give time to the SGPC, the representative body of the
Sikhs, regarding Sikh issues, he said.

He said that Grewal, who is ignorant of Sikh principles, should not forget that



Gurdwara Gazette 121 Jeth (May 2024)

the SGPC and Shiromani Akali Dal are two parts of the same movement, which have
always represented Sikh affairs with joint efforts. These Panthic institutions are not
the properties of any one but their history has been representative of people's struggle,
he said. Advocate Dhami said that from time to time efforts have been made by the
governments to weaken these Panthic institutions, to which the community has always
given a befitting response. Even at present, these organizations are the representatives
of Sikhs and will continue to challenge every anti-Sikh phenomenon, he said.

On the question raised by Grewal regarding the issue of sacrilege, the SGPC
President said that during the Shiromani Akali Dal government, the environment of
the state was spoiled by sacrilege of the holy Saroops (scriptures) of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib in Punjab by anti-Sikh people. He said that it has become clear from the facts
that have come out in the recent past that the incidents of sacrilege are directly
committed by people related to Dera Sirsa. He questioned that Grewal should tell
about whose government in Haryana is kind to Dera Sirsa head Gurmeet Ram Rahim,
who has been named as the main culprit in the tragic cases of sacrilege? Why is he
being given repeated and unrestricted paroles?

The SGPC president said that Harjit Grewal has no understanding that the SGPC
is running more than 100 educational institutions across the country besides working
to preach Sikhi through its missions in different states. He said that although providing
education is the work of governments, the Sikh body SGPC has taken the lead and
successfully run educational institutions in Punjab as well as in other states. An
example of this is the thousands of students studying in the SGPC’s educational
institutions, who are connected to education as well as moral values and Sikh heritage.
The SGPC President clearly said that the SGPC will never back down from representing
Sikh principles and Sikh concerns. April 30

SGPC President condemns checking of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib area before arrival of chief minister

in Haryana
Amritsar- The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) President
Harjinder Singh Dhami has strongly condemned the act of checking the area where
Sri Guru Granth Sahib was enshrined during an ongoing Gurmat Samagam (religious

congregation) before the arrival of Haryana chief minister Nayab Singh Saini at



Gurdwara Gazette 122 Jeth (May 2024)

Gurudwara Sri Ratgarh Sahib in Naraingarh town of Ambala district in Haryana.
Harjinder Singh Dhami said that respect and reverence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
is of great importance for Sikhs, but on the contrary, it has been violated by the
police administration of the Bharatiya Janata Party-led government in Haryana. He
said that it is clear from the video of this incident that the Haryana Police personnel
have hurt the sentiments of Sikhs by checking the place where the Guru was enshrined.
He said that big personalities from around the world pay obeisance to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib with reverence and respect, but this action of the BJP government of

Haryana is contrary to the traditions of the Guru’s house and has come out of power.

The SGPC President expressed regret that even after a few days of this incident,
no reaction or notice has been taken by the leaders of the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee, which proves that they are working under the influence of
the BJP government. He also asked the Haryana chief minister to apologize to the

Sikh community while taking the moral responsibility of the incident. May 4
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