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Namdev tells us that he was so filled 
with God experience."4
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Prabhaker Machue, Namdev : Life and 

Philosophy, Page 40. 
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Religious Endownment 
Act, 1863. Board of 
Revenue, Regulation XIX, 1810
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XX
Ian J.Kerr 

Why, we must ask, did the British in the 
Punjab perceive the Sikhs as such a 
special group that quite contrary to the 
practice throughout the remainder of 
British India, they felt that the Provincial 
Government had to remain involved in 
the affairs of a Sikh religious institution, 
the Darbar Sahib? We must also ask how 
th i s  cont inu ing  involvement  of 
G o v e r n m e n t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  S i k h 
community in their struggle to maintain 
and strengthen their identity.1

Simla
8 August, 1881

My dear Lord Rippon,
I think it would be politically 

dangerous to allow the arrangement of 
Sikh Temples to fall into the hands of a 
c o m m i t t e e  e m a n c i p a t e d  f r o m 
Government control, and I trust your 
Excellency will assist to pass such orders 
in the case as will enable to continue the 
system which has worked our succesfully 
for more than thirty years. 
              Believe me,

Yours Sincerely
R.E. Egerton

About 1883, however, the committee 
was quietly dropped and the whole 
control came to be vested in the Sarbrah, 
who received his instructions from the 
Deputy Commissioner.3
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The main aim of the founders of 
the Singh Sabha Movement was to 
discover the glorious heritage of Sikh 
faith and tradition by imparting the 
necessary knowledge to the younger 
generation and inspiring them with high 
moral standards of conduct so that they 
may become the best models of the 
community. Education of the community 
was necessary and therefore the 
establishment of schools and the 
production of religious literature were 
undertaken in a big way. The leaders were 
also aware of evils that had crept in the 
social customs and religious practices of 
the Sikhs and by setting personal 
examples weaned the masses of the 
corrupting practices.4
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Ian J. Kerr, The British and the 

administration of the Golden Temple in 1859, 
in The Panjab: Past and Present, ed. by Ganda 
Singh, Volume-X, Part I-II, (April and 
October 1976), pp. 316-17. 

The Gurdwara Reform Movement and The 

Sikh Awakening (1922), p. 140.

Gobind Singh Mansukhani, Singh Sabha 

Movement - Retrospect and Prospect, in The Sikh 
Sansar, September 1974, p. 78.

If Lahore is the head, then Amritsar is the heart 

of the Punjab. If Lahore is the political capital, as 
regards European influence, Amritsar is the social 
capital, as regards purely native influence. If 
Lahore attracts all who have anything to do with or 
anything to hope for from Government, Amritsar 
attracts all who are specially concerned with 
everything that is purely native. The Church 
Missionary Society has its Missions in both 
Amritsar and Lahore. Amritsar is the chief station 
and the headquarter of the work in the whole 
Punjab. Robert Clark, The Missions of the Punjab 
and Sindh, (1904),  p. 19.

 Ajit Singh Sarhadi, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee, in The Encyclopaedia of Sikhism, Ed.-in-
Chief Harbans Singh, vol. IV, p. 115.
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