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THE SONG OF THE AKALIS.

Do all you can ! ... We shall not budge an inch
For we have sworn to battle with our soul
Against your lifeless weapons, nor shall flinch
From our inviolate vow of self-control.

Our bodies ?...Nay! they are but mortal clay
Insensible to hurt when once the proud
Immortal spirit boldly casts away

Despicable fear that clothes her like a cloud.
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Thus we in thousands offer up our limbs

For you to trample on in helpless wrath

Our souls exulting chant victorious hymns

While with our blood you paint your shadowy path
With the soul’s laughter we defy your sword!
With the soul’s freedom we defy your chains !
Come I let our blood in sacred streams be poured
To wash away a century of stains.

What will you do to us who know the splendour
Of suffering for our holy Motherland ?

What can you do to us, whose faith can render
The fiery weapon powerless in your hand ?
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